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TO no others than to 
you, the beloved objects of my pastoral 
labours and solicitudes, can I appropriately 
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dedicate the publication of this Series of 
Familiar Discourses. They were written 
purposely for your instruction. They have 
been frequently preached to you. They have 
met your approbation : and I am happy to 
be able to say, -that they have, to all ap- 
pearance, been of considerable service to 
your spiritual welfare. This conviction has 
been the source, to me, of inexpressible con- 
solation. How long Providence may be 
pleased to continue to give me zeal and 
strength to administer the benefits of reli- 
gion to you, is more than any of us can 
foresee. Considering my advanced stage of 
life, the additional fatigues, which I have 
to endure, and the multiplied dangers to 
which 1 am exposed, arising from the mul- 
titudes of poor, whom I have, and shall 
have to attend in fevers and in sicknesses 
of every kind, we may reasonably calculate 
that the time, if not of my existence amongst 
you, at least of my strength and vigour, 
will be much shorter than the twenty years. 
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which I have already devoted to your ser- 
vice. But whether that be the decree of 
Providence or not, it is the most fervent 
desire of my soul to continue to be of ser- 
vice to you, and to the dear children, whose 
early entrance into the paths of virtue it 
has been my duty to direct, and to let my 
voiee be heard in your private circles, and 
at your fire-side, even after strength, vigour, 
and life itself, shall be taken from me. I 
present to you, therefore, these Discourses. 
I request you to consider them, after I am 
taken from the abodes of mortality, as a 
legacy, the most valuable, which a Pastor, 
whose only solicitude, during the period of 
his residence amongst you, was the salva- 
tion of your souls, could possibly bequeath. 
I beseech you to ponder frequently on these 
effusions of zeal, which the grace of God 
enabled me, over and over again, to pour 
forth before you. But above all, I beseech 
you to labour to practise the lessons I have 
inculcated, and to persevere to the end, in 
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hopes of our being united together again in 
the bosom of our God, never more to be 
separated for eternity. 

4 

In presenting, however, this le- 
gacy of affection to you, I am necessitated 
to publish the work, and consequently it 
will be spread amongst the community at 
large. May it be as profitable to all who 
hear or read it, as I hope it has, and will 
be to you. To the public, therefore, some- 
thing will be required to be said on my 
part. I do not seek applause : and I hope 
that the purity of my intentions will pre- 
serve me from censure. These Discourses 
are original compositions : probably less en- 
titled to merit on that account. Had I 
again explored the rich mines of pulpit ora- 
tory, and genuine piety, which are to be 
found in the publications of foreign preachers, 
I might have presented to you a series of 
Sermons, not inferior to that which I ex- 
tracted from Massillon. But, being appointed 



Digitized by v^ooQle 




ADDRESS. 



vii 



to superintend a numerous and encreasing 
congregation, in a very populous , town, I 
was induced to turn my thoughts to their 
peculiar spiritual wants, and to arrange my 
Sermons accordingly. I did so. And, hav- 
ing reason to believe that my labours met 
with that success, which a preacher ought 
alone to seek after, I feel less difficulty in 
exposing them to the public eye. To the 
admirers of splendid oratory, and to the 
learned composers of studied, and minutely 
arranged harangues, I may appear presump- 
tuous. But, by those, whose only desire 
is to promote the reign of piety, and who 
are disposed to rejoice when an addition is 
made to the means of producing this desira- 
ble effect, I fondly hope that this publica- 
tion will be graciously received. Instruction, 
not oratory alone, has been my aim; and 
consequently, the approbation of those only 
do I ambition, who prefer the improvement 
of the heart, before the mere gratification 
of the intellectual senses. 
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With respect to doctrine, I bow 
implicitly to the articles of faith taught by 
the Catholic Church. If any thing, contained 
in these Discourses, be discovered by my 
spiritual superiors, as infringing in any 
manner on any one of these articles, I will 
immediately disclaim, and retract it. 

St. Chad's , Birmingham, 

August 15 , 1327 . 
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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT. 



ON THE LAST DAY. 



There shall he signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the 

stars, and upon the earth, distress of nations men 

withering away through fear and expectation of what shall 
come upon the whole world . Luke xxi. 25, 26. 

These, my brethren, are 
the dreadful signs, which are to precede the 
dissolution of this terrestrial world ; and these 
are the effects, which will be produced in the 
minds of men by the approach of the uncertain 
evils that are to follow. Oh, my brethren, turn 
your attention to them. They are of serious 
importance to every one of you. Perhaps these 
dreadful signs will not take place during the 
course of our natural lives. But, although we 

YOL. I. B 
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may not witness the disasters preceding this 
universal and final catastrophe, the scenes that 
will immediately follow, will be witnessed by 
us all, and will be witnessed, either with terror 
and dismay, or with joy and gladness, accord- 
ing as we shall have spent our time during our 
mortality. 

Turn your attention, therefore, my brethren, 
to this important subject. You are now light- 
some and gay. Your thoughts are engaged 
in procuring, or enjoying the things of this 
world. You, are pleased with variety. You are 
delighted with transitory amusements. Your 
eyes seem to be fixed on perishable things, 
as if the earth was your permanent place of 
abode ; and as- if this world was to continue for 
ever. 

But, my brethren, things will not continue 
always in the state in which they now ate. All 
that is earthly must, and will be dissolved. 
Our eyes have been long habituated to witness 
that, ho sooner does any thing new appear on 
the face of the earth, than it hastens inces- 
santly forward towards its dissolution. All the 
inhabitants of the earth, who have preceded 
us, have disappeared, and are now no more to 1 
be seen among men. These bodies of ours, in 
the same manner, will, after a space of time, 
be again reduced to their original dust,. The 
time, likewise, will come when the cities, king- 
doms, and empires, which now exist, and which 
seem to bid defiance to the vicissitude of 
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earthly changes, yea, the whole universe it- 
self, which td us appears to be built on the 
solid basis of eternity, shall be overwhelmed 
with a devouring tempest of tire, which shall 
reduce to ashes every thing created. Even the 
sun, moon, and stars shall share in the univer- 
sal sentence, and be enveloped in the ruins of 
destruction. 

Oh !■ my brethren, what more serious subject 
can be presented for your consideration ! You, 
particularly, whoever you may be of my pre- 
sent auditory, who look to the world as the 
chief object of your ambition, and as the end 
of all your labours ; who, before all other 
things, prefer the gratifications of the flesh, 
make a god of your belly, and glory in your 
shame , (Phil, iii.) you are particularly inte- 
rested in this subject. A certain time hence, 
and all will be at an end : — all, that appeared 
so valuable to you, shall be swept away, as 
rubbish is swept away by the cleaner ; shall be 
carried off, as filth is carried off by the torrent: 
and nothing shall remain, but your own selves, 
and the good or bad works that have filled up 
the measure of your time. Oh ! how long will 
you love vanity, and court iniquity ! Why will 
you not seek after things eternal, and fix your 
hearts on those possessions, which will never 
be taken from you ? 

But, when will this final dissolution take 
place? That day, my brethren, is concealed 
from human knowledge : or, as our Lord says: 

b 2 
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(Matt. xxiv. 36.) that day and hour no one Jcnow- 
eth, no not the angels of heaven, but the Father 
alone . . . . For as in the days before the flood, they 
were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in 
marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the 
ark, and they knew not until the flood came, and 
took them all away, so shall also the coming of the 
Son of Man be. But although that day will 
come suddenly upon all men, as the lightning 
cometh out of the east, and appeareth even into the 
west, yet signs and wonders shall indicate its 
approach. There shall be signs in the sun, and in 
the moon, and in the stars : and on earth distress 
of nations, by repson of the confusion of the roar- 
ing of the sea and of the waves. There shall be 
wars and rumours of wars ; and there shall be 
pestilences and famines, and earthquakes in places. 
But these are only the beginnings of sor rotes. — * 
These signs, however, will probably not be no- 
ticed by the world at large. As in the days of 
Noe, men viewed the progress of the building 
of the ark with unconcern, and laughed to 
scorn the predictions of the approaching de- 
luge, which the venerable patriarch made to 
them : so likewise, in the latter times, men 
will probably attribute the disasters preceding 
the final dissolution, to natural causes, and 
laugh to scorn the admonitions of the ministers 
of God, declaring that, ere long, time will be 
no more. The just alone will profit from exist- 
ing circumstances, and watch, because they know 
not at what hour the Lord will come , 
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That the day of the Lord is far distant, is 
more than we can flatter ourselves. Wars, and 
rumours of wars, and revolutions, are certainly 
characteristic of the age, in which we live. 
But, supposing that these are the tokens, to 
which our Saviour alluded, yet they are only 
the beginnings of sorrows. The end is not yet. 
But there is one sign, which is to precede the 
great commotions of nature, unfolding itself in 
the clearest manner to our view : and that is, a 
general decay of piety, a neglect of religion, 
apostacy from the true faith, and an almost 
total subversion of morality. But, whether it 
will be long, before the immediate signs begin 
to appear, God alone can tell. This point, 
however, is not necessary to be investigated. 
All that is profitable to be said on it is, that 
they may possibly appear in our times; and 
that, perhaps this generation will Hot pass away, 
till all these things be done. 

We will, therefore, call your attention to a 
subject of greater certainty — a subject, in which 
we shall all be engaged, I mean, the great 
accounting day, which will take place immedi- 
ately after the general conflagration of the 
world. 

Here, my brethren, summons your attention, 
and endeavour to form an idea in your minds 
of the State in which you will be, when that 
awful event shall take place. — At the command 
of God, an archangel shall sound a trum- 
pet, and with a loud voice exclaim: Arise ye 
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dead, and come to judgment. In an instant, 
in the twinkling of an eye, the dead shall 
arise from their graves, and the whole race 

of mankind shall be collected together. 

Oh ! what a spectacle will then be presented 
before our eyes! The whole race of Adam 
standing confusedly together. Emperors, and 
kings, and conquerors on a level with the 
meanest of their subjects, or of those, over 
whom they had exercised an unjust autho- 
rity : — the members of the church, the apos- 
tles, martyrs, confessors, and virgins, inter- 
mingled with their, persecutors and opponents : 
— the good grain and the cockle confusedly 
mixed together, prepared for the harvest. 

My brethren, survey this innumerable, this 
motley multitude. They are all standing toge- 
ther : the whole of the race of Adam, without 
distinction of good or bad. Examine them 
individually. See how different is the appear- 
ance of some from that of others. Looks of 
consternation and dismay appear on the coun- 
tenances of the majority; and on the others, 
the enlivening beams of placid serenity. The 
greater number appear hideous and loathsome : 
the others, encircled with rays of light. All 
are looking up to the heavens in the attitude of 
anxious expectation. 

Oh, my brethren, reflect that when this awful 
scene takes place, you will form a part of this 
immense crowd, and figure to yourselves the 
anxious state of suspense, in which you will be 
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at that moment, looking up to the heavens in 
expectation of your Judge?' 

At length, the heavens open.*— At an immea- 
surable distance is beheld the Son of Man, 
advancing with the rapidity of lightning towards 

the earth. He takes his place upon a cloud, 

over the heads of this immense assembly. Be- 
fore him is placed the cross — that sign of his 
ineffable love for man. Legions of angels 
attend about him. Rays of inaccessible light 
dart from his countenance; and a two-edged 
sword proceeds from his mouth. All power is 

given to him in heaven and on earth. Oh! 

what are the feelings of the reprobate at this 
awful appearance! What are the feelings of 
the bloody persecutors of the meek and humble 
Jesus, and of his faithful servants ! What are 
the feelings of the enemies of the cross of Christ! 
What are the feelings of the worldly wise, of the 
proud, the effeminate, the debauched, the profli- 
gate ! What are the feelings of all, who have 
sought their consolation - here, who have neg- 
lected the duties of religion, who have been 
Christians only in name ! Will they dare to lift 
up their eyes, and behold the terrors of infinite 
and offended Majesty? Ah! they will wither 
away through fear: they will call on the moun- 
tains to fall upon them, and hide them from the 
wrath that is to come. 

The division of this immense multitude takes 
place. The wicked are driven to the left t the 
just are placed on the right. What a sepa- 

ration! — a separation, that is to last for eter- 
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nity ! In numberless instances, husband will 
be separated from wife, parents from children, 

- — never, never more to meet again. But this 

is of minor consideration. The wicked will 
behold themselves on the point of being for 
ever separated from their God, the centre of all 
good ; and unutterable anguish and despair will 
overwhelm their souls. Oh ! with what envy 
will they turn their eyes to the happy company 
of the elect ! In the midst of them, probably, 
they will discover men, who were formerly their 
dependants, — men, whom they had overlooked 
and despised ; — men, whom they would not 
have suffered to remain in their presence, or to 
whom they would have considered it too humi- 
liating a condescension to speak: — men, who 
had no other qualities to recommend them than 
holy poverty, and unfeigned piety. Oh! my 
brethren, who can conceive the anguish that 
will harrow up the souls of the wicked at this 
sight ! how will they exclaim : these are they , 
wham we had hitherto ■ in derision, and for a 
parable of reproach.' We fools, esteemed their 
life madness, and their end without honour. 
Behold, they are numbered among the children of 
God , and their lot is among the saints. (Wisd. v.) 

But the business proceeds, and the books are 
opened. The consciences of all are made ma- 
nifest to the whole world. Every thing secret is 
revealed, and every thing hidden is brought to 
light. What shame and confusion pervade the 
assembly of the wicked, when all their in- 
trigues, all their abominations, all their impuri- 
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ties, all their dishonesties, all their transgress 
sions committed by thought, word, or deed, 
are proclaimed aloud by the accusing angel! 
Where shall they hide their guilty heads, when 
the long catalogue of their crimes is presented 
before them, — when they hear the humiliating 
reproofs of the assembly of the saints, — and 
when they see their seducers, the devils, exult- 
ing over them, and rejoicing at their destruc- 
tion? — Oh! their proud spirit would not submit 
to the least humiliation during their mortal 
lives, and now they are obliged to drink of 
the cup of degradation even to the very dregs. 

But how different are the feelings of the 
saints ! They have nothing to fear. They are 
no longer parables of reproach. They were 
humbled during life ; and now they look for- 
ward to be exalted. In the countenance of 
their Judge, when turned towards them, they 
behold no terrors. Their consciences do not 
reprove them! Oh! no: they fix their eyes 
with transports of joy on their great deliverer : 
— they delight in the contemplation of his 
dazzling splendours. They loved him, during 
their abode on earth, and now, their love ex- 
ceeds all bounds — they are enraptured — they 
seem to be already in possession of their crown. 
Their Lord proclaims aloud their good works, 
and pronounces their eulogium in the face of 
all mankind. Oh ! these are honours indeed. 
How good it is to serve and love God during 
the days of our mortality! 

VOL. i. c 
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But hark ! ! ! the Judge proceeds to pronounce 

sentence. With indignation flashing in his 

eyes, he turns to the affrighted multitude of 
the wicked. — He places himself in an attitude 
expressive of awful majesty, whose laws have 
been violated, and who is about to take ven- 
geance on his enemies, and to establish the 
rights of justice for ever. — He displays before 
them his cross — the signal of his former love. — • 
He describes in glowing colours the history of 
his mercies, and the multitude of graces and 
inspirations, which he imparted to every indivi- 
dual amongst them. — He convinces them that 
nothing was wanting on his part, and that all 
their miseries are of their own seeking. — He 
paints in the blackest light, their ingratitude, 
their baseness, their folly. — He sums up the 
whole, and so clearly does he prove their guilt, 
that every individual amongst them, is con- 
strained, by the testimony of his own conscience, 
instantly and with one voice to pronounce 
against themselves that awful word, Guilty. 

Oh ! that the mountains would fall upon 

them, and cover them ! Oh ! that they could 

sink into their original nothing! But their 

attention is again arrested. They are obliged 
to fix their eyes on their terrific Judge. His 
countenance is terrible, like lightning;— and 
his voice mighty, like the loudest thunder. 
They hear their eternal doom — Depart , ye 
cursed, into everlasting fire, which has been pre- 
pared for the devil and his angels Oh! the 
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dismal yells that instantly break forth from the 
mouths of these millions of wretched beings ! 
Oh! the horrid shrieks of despair, that resound 
on eveiy side ! listen to them, my brethren. 
Open your ears to hear them. Endeavour to 
instil a terror into your minds at the sound of 
their groans, and of the gnashing of their teeth, 
A salutary fear novr, may prevent your being 
of the number of those wretched creatures here- 
after. No sooner is the sentence pronoun- 

ced, but the devils seize on their prey: — the 
earth opens : — they sink :—-they disappear : — 
the sound of their shrieks becomes fainter, in 
proportion as they advance into the abyss : — 
they are to be heard no longer: — the earth 

closes. O the dismal end of worldly pride 

r — of covetousness — of lust — of drunkenness — 
of impiety! O the dismal horrors of an eter- 
nity of woe ! O eternity ! how little art thou 
thought of, or attended to, by senseless mor- 
tals ! But let us turn away from the fright- 

ful scene. 

After the sentence has been pronounced on 
the reprobate, the Supreme Judge turns to his 
chosen servants — the faithful followers of his 
law. The rigours of his countenance are iuu- 
mediately softened down into looks of clemency 
and love. His eyes are cast around on the joy- 
ful assembly of patriarchs and prophets, and 
apostles, and martyrs, and confessors, and vir- 
gins, and of the just made perfect, and col- 
lected out of all ages, and nations, and peoples^ 

c 2 
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and tongues.' He expands his bosom before 
them, and shows them the wonderful ways of 
his love in bringing about their salvation. He 
smiles upon them smiles of happiness. He 
pours into their souls with profusion the torrent 

of his delights. Oh, my brethren, what are 

the transports of these blessed souls ! Already 
are their labours abundantly repaid. For, 
imagine, if you can, what it is to behold the 
face of God — to behold that face looking with 
complacency on you — to behold the gates of 
heaven expanded before you — to behold the 
innumerable multitudes of your kindred spirits 
— the angels, your future companions, looking 
upon you with looks of love, and, with extended 
arms and expanded wings, ready to bear you 
up to the mansions of the eternal Sion. .. Yes, 
my brethren, who can conceive what it is to 
enjoy such a delight,’ even for one moment? 
Truly may it be said, that the labours of the 
just are amply rewarded, even before they take 
possession of their crown. 

But the moment is come. Their loving Savi- 
our, and tender Father, in an affectionate and 
stooping posture, stretches out his arms to- 
wards them, and with words dropping from his 
lips, as gentle as the morning dew, he invites 
them to his bosom : Come, ye blessed of my 

Father, receive ye the kingdom, which has been 
prepared for you from the foundation of the 

world. Oh ! what canticles of exultation 

and triumph instantly burst from the lips of 
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this glorious assembly ! With what transports 
of gladness do they sing — honour and glory, and 
benediction, and thanksgiving be to him that sits 
on the throne, and to the Lamb who has redeemed, 
us by his blood ! — O, my brethren, may we be of 

the number to join in this happy concert! 

No sooner are the words pronounced, than the 
Son of Man begins to ascend. — The angels fol- 
low, accompanied by the elect, — they enter the 
gates of the eternal Sion — they are presented 
to the Father by the Lamb, as the trophies of 
his victory — they are immersed in the ocean pf 
the divinity — and, there they enjoy the fulness 

of beatitude for a never ending eternity.-; 

Oh ! how different is the lot of the faithful 
Christian from that of the reprobate ! 

My brethren, when we reflect on this awful 
scene, in what light ought the transitory things 
of this world to appear ? what opinion ought we 
to form of these senseless mortals, who, for 
the sake of this world, sacrifice eternity ? what 
opinion ought we to form of ourselves, if we 
seek our consolation here, and expose our souls 
to the danger of perishing hereafter ? O let the 
thoughts of this great accounting day be fami- 
liar to you. There is nothing in the descrip- 
tion, but what is founded on the words of 
unerring truth. The only deficiency is, that 
the terrors of that day are too faintly described: 
and the reason is, because they are beyond the 
powers of description. Make them, then, the 
frequent subject of your thoughts, and they 
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will contribute to wean your affections from 
this world, and lead you to sincere repentance, 
and to works of piety. Oh ! with what plea- 

sure, at the moment of dissolution, will you 
look forward to the future, if you can look 
back to a life well spent ! With what joy will 
you listen to the voice of the minister of God, 
exhorting you to lift up your head, because 
your redemption is at hand ! With what confi- 
dence, will you rise from your graves, at the 
last day, and hasten to meet your Judge ! 
Attend therefore to these truths. Live, as you 
would wish to die : persevere to the end : and 
you will undoubtedly be welcomed into the 
abodes of peace, with this joy fill sentence : 
Come , receive the kingdom that has been prepared 
for you, from the foundation of the world. 
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ON BROTHERLY LOVE. 



The God of all patience and comfort grant yon to be of one 
mind one towards another , according to Jesus Christ : that 
with one mind , and with one mouth , you may glorify God, 
and the Father of oar Lord Jesus Christ . .... Rom. xt* 5, & 

The words of the Apos- 
tle, which I hare selected for my text, contain 
an admonition, which cannot be too frequently 
inculcated by the pastor, nor too seriously at- 
tended to by the flock. The same admonition 
is frequently repeated in the inspired writings : 
and our Lord himself does not hesitate to de- 
clare, that peace and union is the distinctive 
mark of his followers: By this shall all men 
know that you are my disciples, if you love one 
another. (John xiii.) 

A more appropriate time for inculcating this 
admonition to you could not be selected. For, 
it is now that we are about to commemorate the 
wonders of the God of all mercies, who came 
down from heaven for the purpose of collecting 
his chosen servants into one fold, under one 
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shepherd ; of uniting all into one body under 
one head, in order that we may be all united 
together hereafter in the fellowship of the an- 
gels, during an endless eternity. Appropriate, 
therefore, is the time, that we should, in a 
particular manner, be exhorted to banish from 
our breasts every seed of dissension, that so, 
being united in the bonds of amity and peace, 
we may be found worthy to be reckoned in the 
number of his disciples, and to partake of the 
blessings which he has purchased for us. 

Before I enter on my subject, it will be pro- 
per to remark, that what I -ShalT'propose to you, 
is not matter of counsel, ^but an absolute com- 
mand, — one of the chief points of the law ; on 
the due performance of which the salvation of 
your souls depends. For, if you are not of one 
mind one towards another, you are at variance : 
if you are at variance, you do not possess 
Christian charity : and if you do not possess 
Christian charity, you are transgressors of the 
law, and of course estranged from Christ. 

But what is the extent of the law 1 The 
words, as contained in my text, are : Be of one 
mind one towards another in Jesus Christ; and with 
one mind and with one mouth glorify God, and the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Or, in other 
words, be all united together in the bands of 
amity and concord : — let all contention, animo- 
sity, hatred, and envy, be banished from your 
breasts : — let all bickerings, backbitings, de- 
tractions, and calumnies, and whatever is con- 
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trary to sincere brotherly love, be no more heard 
of amongst you : — and let it be your determina- 
tion to meet together in perfect unity and peace 
and love, for the purpose of celebrating the 
praises of the Divinity, and of glorifying God, 
and the Father of Him, who is our Lord and 
Saviour, our High-priest, and our Head. 

This is the extent of the law. Ponder on it at 

leisure. In the first place, collectively as a 

body, it is your duty to cherish unanimity 
amongst yourselves, and to be friendly and 
peaceable together. St. Paul says that we are 
members of one body, and that Christ is the 
head of this body. (1 Cor. xii.) Under this simi- 
litude is represented the whole extent of this 
precept. We are declared to be members of 
one body. Now what are the connections be- 
tween the different members of ja -body •? We 
. jkUI say a human body f for it is to a human 
body, that the similitude of St. Paul is alone 
applicable. The most perfect harmony exists 
between all its members : not the least dissensi- 
on is witnessed between them. The hands 
never contend against the feet, nor the feet 
against the hands ; nor the hands or feet 
against the other parts or members. All is 
perfect peace between them : no jarring, ani- 
mosity, or slander one against the other. Each 
is compassionate one towards another, and is 
ready to contribute, as far as in its power, to the 
benefit and relief of each of its fellow members. 

From this similitude you may comprehend 
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the extent of the friendly connection which 
ought to subsist between you and your fellow- 1 
creatures. You are to consider them as mem- 
bers of the same body, of which yovr.are a part. 
If you are the more exalted members of the 
body, it is not required that you should pay the 
same respect, or seek to raise above their in* 
tended level the more humble members. But 
still you are to consider them as members of the 
same body, and pay that attention to them, 
which is their due. And again, you who are 
the more humble members of the body are not 
to envy, or to rebel against the powerful and 
favoured members ; because thereby you would 
be causing dissension in the whole body, and 
Would be depriving yourselves of that support, 
which is to be derived from the superior acquire- 
ments of the more exalted members. Were the 
feet and the hands to rebel against the heart 
and the bowels, how soon would the life of the 
whole body terminate ! 

Again, Christ is the head of this body. As 
the members of the natural body are implicitly 
submissive to the head, so are the members of 
this spiritual body required to be implicitly 
submissive to its spiritual head. According to 
this, it is your duty to believe all the mysteries 
of faith, which Christ, your head, lias been 
pleased to reveal to you : it is your duty to ful- 
fil all his commands ; and it is your duty to 
yield obedience in spiritual things to those, 
whom the Holy Ghost has appointed bishops to 
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rule the Church of God. (Acts xx.) For, as St. 
Paul says, (Eph. iv.) He gave some apostles, and 
some prophets, and other some evangelists, and 
other some pastors and doctors, for the perfecting 
of the saints, for the irorlc of the ministry , for the 
edifying of the body of Christ :j till tee all meet [ 
jinto the unity of faith, and of the knotcledge of the ■ [ 

1 Son of God, unto a pet feet man, unto the mea - 
sure of the age of the fulness of Christ : that , 
henceforth, we be no more children tossed to and 
j fro, and carried about by every wind of doctrine. 

I ... .but doing the truth in charity, we may in all 
; things grow up in him, who is the head, even . ' 
^ Christ, j To our spiritual rulers, therefore, wo 
are to yield submission and respect : and sq 
striet is the obligation, that our Lord declares, if 
we despise them, or refuse to. hear them, we de- 
spise, and refuse to hear him himself. (Luke x.) 

. Oh ! my brethren,, that the Christian body . 
corresponded in every respect with this illustra- 
tive description of the apostle ! In the first age^ 
of the Christian Church, a perfect unanimity 
prevailed amongst the disciples in all these 
points. They formed one body, united in obe- 
dience to its head. They were all of one heart 
and one mind. Their love for one another dis- 
tinguished them from the rest of men. The 
more exalted members contributed to . the wants 
of the inferior : and the inferior members, with- 
out murmuring or complaint* honoured die su- 
perior. 

But, alas ! how is the gold of the sanctuary 
d 2 
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debased! how is the fervour of the primitive 
disciples fallen away ! Where amongst Chris- 
tians shall we discover the properties of a body 
united in all its members, and submissive to one 
head ! However, \without remarking on the ; 
j state of those, who are separated from you, and , 
, who wish to form a body to themselves; and^ 

1 even (without remarking- on the state of Christ- 
endom in general, I =will call your attention 
merely to. consider the state in which you are 
yourselves, as forming a small congregation, in 
which ought to be found all the properties 
which unite together the whole body of Christi- 
ans, dispersed throughout the universe. Among 
yourselves, therefore, can it be said that that 
unanimity prevails, which is always to be wit- 
nessed between the members of the human 
body ? As to your head in spiritual concerns, 
your pastor, knowing that he is in communion 
with his superior, and commissioned by him, 
you ^probably yield submission, by receiving his 
doctrines, and respecting his authority. * But 
how are you one with another ? I do not wish 
to throw out unfounded accusations, or to ap- 
ply remarks to any one individually. But does 
it not too frequently happen that the superior 
is wanting in his attentions to the inferior ; and 
that the inferior envies and murmurs against 
the superior ? Do we not too frequently wit- 
ness that equals are at variance with equals ? 
that dissensions and enmities are created and 
prolonged ? and that detractions and calumnies 
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and rash judgments are propagated, and we 
may say, almost without scruple or remorse ? 
Are there not amongst us those, who, by word 
and deed, oppose the members of their own 
body with as much eagerness, as if there was 
no common tie between them, or as if they were 
not members of the same body, united under 
the same head — Christ Jesus? You all know 

that there is too much of this to be witnessed 
amongst us. Those whom you love, you pro- 
bably respect. But'\his is not sufficient. Your 
friends are not the only ones united in the same 
body, and for whom you are to have respect. 
For, as our blessed Saviour says, (Matt, v.) 
Jf you love them, that love you , what reward shall 
you have ? do not even the publicans the same ? 
And if you salute your brethren only, what do you 
more? do not also the heathens the same? Your 
love and respect must extend to all and eveiy 
member of the body, according to its rank ; for 
thus only can it be said that you are of one 
heart, and one mind one towards another. 

When I speak of the obligation of your being 
united together in one body, as you are in one 
fold, I do not say that all others, who are not 
of this fold, are to be. considered as separated 
from you, and unworthy of your affectionB. All 
mankind are your brethren in Christ, and are 
to be treated as such. Our blessed Saviour in- 
culcated the obligation of universal charity: 
and it is not for his minister to include it within 
limits. But although all mankind are to share 
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in our affections, a particular regard is due to. 
our fellow-members. It is according to nature 
that a man should love and cherish the members 
of his own body more than the members of ano- 
ther person : and yet not be wanting in his 
attention to that person. In the same manner, 
a Christian may and ought to cherish and love 
the members of that spiritual body, of which 
he forms a part, and yet be liberal and attentive 
toothers, who are not members of .that body. 
It is in this sense that St. Paul says : Whilst, 
you have time , do good to all mm, but especially to 
those who arc of the household of J'ailh. (Gal. vi.) 

Be attentive, therefore, to this part of 

your duty. Preach up the sanctity of your re- 
ligion, by your mutual love for one another, for 
thus shall men know that you are the disciples 
of Christ. Be compassionate and charitable 
towards all: but towards your brethren, act as 
if you looked upon them as your fellow-mem- 
bers, and as component parts of one and the 
same spiritual body. 

• Hitherto, my remarks have extended only to 
the duty of observing the rules of peace and 
union with all your brethren collectively as a 
body. It remains for me to examine how you 
are to be. of one mind one towards another in the 
circle of your own families, and in your commu- 
nications with friends and acquaintance. 

: If peace and amity are more obligatory in one 
place than in another, it is undoubtedly in the 
circle of your own families. There you are in 
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the midst of those, who are flesh of your flesh , 
and bone of your bone. (Gen. i.) There you are 
in the midst of those, whom you are bound; by 
the ties of nature, to love, to clierish, to sup- 
port, to bear with, and to be united Jn the 
strictest bands of harmony and good-will. There 
it is, where peace and concord are of the .most 
serious importance : for, unless peace and con- 
cord reign, you can expect no happiness in this 
life ; nor can the offending party reasonably 

expect any happiness in the next. Oh ! if it 

is an essential point of Christian duty, to be 
united in peace and love with those, 'with whom 
you have now no other tie than of being mem- 
bers of the same spiritual body, how much 
more essential is it, that you should be united 
in the strictest bands with those, who are mem- 
bers, as it were, of your own flesh, and that not 
the least sign of disunion be witnessed between 
you. 

Nevertheless, how frequently is it that we 
witness the very reverse of that which the law 
so strictly enjoins ! How frequently does the 
husband treat his wife with harshness and dis-. 
dain, and the wife retort upon him with anger 
and contempt ! How frequently does the hus- 
band run into excess, and the wife, by her ill-, 
timed reproofs, excite his anger, and drive him 
into still greater excesses ! How frequently has 
the husband his will, and the wife hers, and, 
instead of yielding amicably to each other, both 
strive to attain the object which they have in 
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view, if not by open violence, at least by pri- 
vate means. Oh! my brethren, you, I 

mean, who are engaged in the state of wed- 
lock, knowing, as you do, the duties of that 
holy state, let it be your determination to be 
united together in one mind, as you are in one 
body. Let it be your determination always to 
keep up that harmony and good understanding, 
as is always maintained between Christ and his 

Church, of which matrimony is the figure. 

You certainly wish for? domestic happiness ; 
and you know that this happiness cannot be 
obtained, unless there exist between man and 
wife an union of sentiment and reciprocal love. 
Be guided, therefore, in the whole of your con- 
duct, by reason and discretion. Suffer not 
passion to have any influence over you, even on 
the most trying occasions. On the contrary, 
be compassionate to each other's failings. 
Bear each other’s burdens. Let the weaker 
vessel know when to yield to the superior 
understanding, or power of her master and 
head : and let the stronger vessel know how to 
exercise his power, and his right, without hurt- 
ing the feelings of his helpmate, and without 
assuming the air of a tyrant, who is resolved to 
be obeyed. Let each be ready to yield to the 
other, rather than give occasion to jarrings and 
strife. When anger appears to be rising in the 
breast of either party, let the other endeavour, 
by mild expostulation, or by silence, to still the 
rising storm. In a word, let all be peace be- 
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tween you, and let the spirit of piety and love 
cause you to arrange all your communications 
according to the rules of wisdom, goodness, and 
justice. 

There is an union of good-will, which, like- 
wise, ought to exist between you and your 
friends and acquaintance. Although there is 
not so binding a connection between you and 
them, as there is between the members of one 
family, yet there is a connection of a stronger 
tie than there is between you and others of the 
Christian body ; and consequently the rules of 
brotherly love between you and them ought to 
be more strictly observed. You have all many 
friends, and many acquaintance. When you 
are in their company, you probably ^behave 
with a certain degree of respect, and treat them 
with that degree of decorum which the nature of 
your connection requires. This is all Very well. 
But in what manner do you treat them in their 
absence? This is the essential point of the 
law : for by due attention to this, is to be as- 
certained whether your love and friendship be 
real or counterfeit. Now, a real friend will 
always treat his friend with the same respect 
and affection in his absentee, as in his presence; 
he will not carry two faces : he will be always 
the same. I speak here of tpicras friendship i ' 
for, God forbid that a man, and a Christian, 
who is united in friendship with a man who is 
a libertine and a, profligate, should be required 
to take part with this friend, and endeavour to 
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vindicate his excesses, when they ace con- 

demned by others.-. But, without speaking 

of profligate friends, how often do we witness a 
line of conduct pursued by Christians towards 
friends and acquaintance, whose character is 
'far. from being notoriously vicious, very dif- 
t fereut from what l have described ? - How many 
are there who treat their absent friends, or at 
least those whom they would call friends when 
present before them, with a certain kind of 
contempt and disdain ? How ; often is it that 
they scrutinize their words and their actions, 
and loudly condemn every thing in their con- 
duct that seems to be amiss? How often do 
they attribute imaginary failings to them ? 
How often do they call in question their inten- 
tions, even in the good works that they per- 
form: and at the moment, perhaps, when the 
recording angel is registering them in the 
hook of life, these false friends, and protended 
Christians, are construing them in a wrong 
sense, and declaring them to be the works of 
vanity and hypocrisy. This is no new thing. 
Every one, that has the least acquaintance 
with the corrupted ways of the world, has had 
•opportunities of remarking, that there are men 
who will speak in this manner of their absent 
friendSi, although, in their presence, they will 
speak amicably to them, and treat them with 
•as much respect, and seeming friendship, as 
if they were truly united to them in the Christi- 
an bands of amity and good-will. But, my 
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brethren, what does my ministry require that 
I should 'say of conduct like this l That I 
should severely condemn it : and however w> 
vere my censures may be, you may depend 
upon it that they will not be worthy to be 
compared with the severity of the sentence, 
which will be hereafter pronounced upon those 
unhappy Christians, who have acted in this 
manner, who have neither done penance jfo-r 
their crimes, nor made reparation to their in- 
jured brethren. 

Ah ! my Christian brethren, reflect seriously 
on these subjects. If, on examination, your 
conscience accuses you of transgressing in any 
of these things, now is the time to make repa- 
ration, and to do penance. If you have not hi- 

therto been all of one mind one towards another 
according to Jesus Christ, now at least banish 
all dissension. Love all mankind in God and 
for God : love them as your fellow-creatures. 
Love those, in particular, who are of the house- 
hold of the faith , and who are united with you 
in the same body, and under the same head. 
Live in the strictest bonds of harmony and 
concord with those of your own house ; and 
transgress not the amiable laws of friend- 
ship, either in public or private, present or 
absent, in your dealings with those, whom 
you call your friends and acquaintance. Con- 
duct yourselves, henceforward, in this manner, 
because such is the will of your sovereign Lord 

and Master. Then you will comply with the 

E 2 



Digitized by v^.ooQle 




28 



SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT. 



precept of the apostle. Then you may, with 
propriety, present yourselves together before 
his holy altar, because you will then be pre- 
pared, with one mind and with one mouth, to 
glorify Gad , and the Father of our Lord Jesus 
ChxiMt. And then, , you may reasonably look 
forward* and expect to be united with these 
your brethren in the abodes of peace, the man* 
sions of the eternal Sion. . 
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AGAINST DELAY OF REPENTANCE. 



I am the voice of one trying m the wilderness; make strait the 
way of the Lord. John i. 23. 

These, my brethren, were 
words addressed to the Jews by John the Bap- 
tist, to admonish them of the approaching mani- 
festation of the Messiah, and to exhort them to 
make strait his ways, in order that no obstacle 
might be opposed to the success of the great 
and important change, which he was to work 
amongst them. 

The same words are addressed to you at this 
time by your holy mother the Church; and they 
are addressed to you for the same important 
purpose. — The coming of your Lord is at hand. 
The time is fast approaching, when he will ex- 
pect to find a place prepared for his spiritual 
birth in your souls. At his first coming into 
this world, no room was found for him at the 
inns, or public places, not even amongst his 
friends and relations. A poor stable alone was 
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found to shelter him from the inclemency of the 
weather, and to echo back his first sighs for the 
redemption of mankind. Imitate not, my bre- 
thren, the unhappy Bethlemites. Make strait 
his ways, at this holy time, and prepare a pro- 
per place in your souls for his reception. 

It is not, indeed, a John the Baptist, who de- 
livers this important summons to you, on this 
occasion. Such a messenger is not sent in these 
times. But, I am commissioned by the same 
power, and am invested with as great authority 
as was the Baptist, to cry out to you : Make 
strait the way of the Lord. Yes, my brethren, 
in quality of your pastor, sent to you by the 
same authority which sent the apostles, or even 
the Baptist himself, I am empowered and en- 
joined to announce to you, that it is now time 
to arise, and to prepare the way of the Lord ; 
listen to the awful summons, and be ready to 
obey it. 

Prepare ye the way of the Lord. But what is 
it, to prepare the way of the Lord? You have 
only to consider why you were sent into this 
world, and whether you have hitherto devoted 
your existence to that purpose, and you will be 
able to give a satisfactory explanation of the 
sentence. — The reason why you were sent into 
this world, is not to be ascertained by the ways 
or opinions of the generality of mankind. You 
were not sent here merely to labour for your 
daily bread; or to seek after the gratifications 
of the flesh;— You were not sent here for the 
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purpose of rioting inluxuries, amassing riches, or 
exalting yourselves above others. — You were 
not sent here for the purpose of arraying your- 
selves in gay attire, seeking admiration, or form- 
ing a permanent abode in this land of exile. 
For none of these purposes were you sent. No: 
my brethren, you were sent for very different 
purposes. You were sent for the express pur- 
pose of approving your fidelity to God, by mak- 
ing him and his law the great object of your at? 
tention and love. — You were sent here as into 
a land of exile, with an injunction, not to tarry 
in the same place, but to make the best of your' 
way through die desart to your true home, the 
abode of Sion.— This was the sublime object, 
which induced the Almighty to bring you into 
existence: and if you have hitherto devoted your 
existence to this object, you have answered the 
end of your creation, and have prepared the way 
of the Lord in truth. — But, if your lives have not 
been spent in this manner ; if, instead of seeking 
God, you have followed the corrupt ways of the 
world, then, to prepare the way of the Lord , is, 
to do penance for your sins, to forsake all your 
evil ways, and to fix your affections on God 
alone for the time to come. 

From this short explanation the lowest capa- 
city may understand the meaning of the sen- 
tence, which is addressed to you. — The next 
point is, to apply this sentence to yourselves, 
whether you have hitherto prepared the way of 
the Lord from your infancy by a life pf inno r 
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cence ; or whether, after having transgressed, 
you have repaired your faults by sincere repent- 
ance and amendment ? To the first, that is, a 
life of perfect innocence, none of us can make a 
title. We have alt sinned, as St. John says, and 
we all need the glory of God. Jf any man say he 
1ms no sin, he deceiveth himself, and the truth is 
not in him. (1 John i.) — As to the second, name- 
ly, bringing forth fruits worthy of penance, so 
•much depends on the nature of the transgres- 
sions of which we have been guilty, that each 
one must . look to himself, and examine impar- 
tially, whether he has done penance in propor- 
tion to the crimes of which his conscience ac- 
cuses him, and whether he has effectually relin- 
quished them. 

Many of you, whom I am now addressing, 
have probably transgressed grievously against 
the laws of God, and have transgressed many 
times : and, moreover, have done little hither- 
to, towards making satisfaction, and repairing 
your faults. To you, the pressing summons of 
this day’s gospel, is particularly applicable. 
To you I cry, with all the earnestness of my 
soul : make strait the way af the Lord. Be- 
gin, now at least, to bring forth fruits wor- 
thy of penance. Begin without delay, for the 
Lord is nigh. Begin immediately to flee from 
the wrath which is to come; and which, per- 
haps, at this moment is about to fall on your 
heads. Suffer no pretexts to cause you to put 
off this great work to another day. This day is 
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yours. To-morrow, perhaps, time may be no 
more for you . And, who shall make you aihend, 
if your repentance comes too late, even although 
it were but for a moment ? 

Many, however, we may presume there are 
amongst you, who have not transgressed in this 
grievous manner. But, even to these I say, 
prepare the way of the Lord. Although you have 
not walked openly in the ways of iniquity, can 
you say that you are without sin ? or can you 
say, that there is no sin in your past life fof 
which you have not done condign works of pe- 
nance? Is there one amongst you who can say, 
that he has spent a single year without trans- 
gressing many ways ? Or who can say, that of 
these years one single month has elapsed without 
his committing many sins ? We may go farther, 
and say, how seldom has it been, that any of 
us, including myself with you, at the conclusion 
of a single day, could address these consoling 
words to himself, “ thank God, I have spent 
this day well. J have not transgressed either in 
thought, word, or deed. I have kept myself in 
his presence as I ought to do. I have been per- 
fectly resigned to his will. I have not sought 
after the things of this world with great eager- 
ness, nor have I fixed my affections on them 
more than becometh a good Christian. I have 
mortified myself by several acts, and by a gene- 
ral spirit of self-denial and penance. I have 
behaved towards my neighbours with meekness, 
uprightness and justice. I have not spoken 
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a single word to the prejudice of any one. 
In a word, my conscience* after minute exami- 
nation, does not accuse me of a single delibe- 
rate fault. For one day, at least, I hope I have 
been a good Christian. For one day, I hope 
that I have walked in the footsteps of my cru- 
cified Jesus, and have added nothing to the 
treasure of wrath, which I have unhappily .accu- 
mulated during the former part of my life.’*-— 
How seldom has it been, my brethren, that any 
of us could hold this consoling language to 
himself at the termination of- the day 1 And 
what conclusion are we to .draw from it ? No 
other, than that the number of .fiays, during the 
many years of our past lives, which have not 
been spent without sin, is immense: and that 
it is incumbent on us all to prepare the way of 
the Lord without delay. Oh ! what an account 
will be required of us. hereafter, if we do not 
make reparation for the past, and antend for 
the time to come ! 

My brethren, it is a business of the most seri- 
ous importance to examine into all these 
things. The accounts, indeed, between us and 
God will not be finally adjusted till the great 
accounting day. But it is our interest to exa- 
mine into them, and make them strait, as far as 
lies in our power, before that day arrives. And 
the reason is, because, if we are then found 
wanting, there will be no possibility of making 
up the deficiency. It is our interest, therefore, 
to examine beforehand. It is our interest to 
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inspect both the debtor and the creditor account. 
It is our interest to do, as a prudent man would 
do in his temporal accounts, that is, to en- 
deavour, not only to gain sufficient to pay our 
debts, but to have a balance in our favour. 
Oh! with what earnestness does the man of 
business attend to this important point! And 
what a lesson ought his conduct to be to us ! 

This being the general way with the children 
of the world, ought the children of light to be 
less wise in their generation? Do we not know 
that, on the right ordering of our spiritual ac- 
counts, a much greater stake depends, — a 
stake, which is nothing less than a kingdom of 
immortal glory? The Lord is at hand, ready to 
call us to an account of our stewardship. He 
has entrusted talents to us, and these talents he 
expects to receive back with a proportionate 
increase. If we have misapplied these talents, 
or have not put them to profit in the manner 
that we ought to have done: or, if we have 
squandered them away in the pursuit of idle 
and unprofitable pleasures ; and he should call 
us to book before we had made good the defici- 
ency, what are we to expect, but that we shall 
be sentenced to those dungeons of terror and 
darkness, where no order , but everlasting horror 
dtcelleth, and from whence there will be no re- 
lease till tee have paid the last farthing. 

If, then, an earnest solicitude is felt by men 
to put their temporal affairs in order, how much 
greater reason have we, as Christians, to be 
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solicitous to arrange’ our spiritual matters ia 
such a way as to escape the dreadful conse- 
quences attendant on neglect! Oh! my bre- 
thren, losing a crown of immortal glory, and 
incurring the sentence of eternal torments in 
the bottomless abyss, is a subject, which ought 
to occupy your thoughts much more frequently 
and seriously than many of you seem to be 
aware of. What will this world profit you, if 
you lose your souls ? What consolation will it 
be to you in your torments, to know that you 
have provided well for your families, if you 
know at ,the same time that the way by which 
you provided for them, was the way which led 
you to perdition? What satisfaction will it be 
to you to reflect that you succeeded well in 
business, if you are conscious that, in order to 
ensure this success, you neglected your spirit 
tual duties, fixed your affections inordinately on 
the world, forgot your God, and lost your #oul? 
Oh ! be wise whilst you have time. 

We have, undoubtedly, a merciful God to 
deal with, and who is able and willing to remit 
to us the sum of ten thousand talents, provided 
that we comply with his ordinances. But this 
is only during the term of our mortal lives: 
After death, we shall experience that he is a 
severe judge, and that he will exact from us 
even to the last farthing. Examine, therefore, 
seriously and attentively the years of your past 
life. If it be, that there have been few days, 
during these many years, which you have spent 
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in such a manner, as to incur no deliberate 
guilt either in thought, word, or deed, how 
numerous must be the days in which there have 
been deficiencies of one kind or another! And 
what is it that they amount to? Oh! this is a 
point, which we shall never be able to clear up 
with any degree of accuracy. All that we can 
say is, that our debts are great, and, in all pro- 
bability, far exceeding what we expect them 
to be. 

But, may we not flatter ourselves with the 
hopes that we have regularly discharged, or, 
at least, were favoured with a remission of 
these debts, as often as we had recourse to the 
sacraments? If our faults have arisen more 
from the infirmity of human nature, than from, 
the corruption of the heart, or, if our sins have 
been grievous, and we have been sincerely con- 
trite and have done penance for them, and 
renounced them for the time to come, we may 
certainly indulge the hope, that a regular dis- 
charge was given to us, at least, as far as 
relates to the eternal punishment. But, what 
is to be said of those, who live under the domi- 
nion of corrupt nature ? — who fall frequently, 
and with little remorse, into the grievous sins of 
swearing, cursing, lust, intemperance, hatred, 
passion, defamation, and the like ? — whose sor- 
row never reaches the heart, and whose seeming 
repentance is confined to a few hours ? — whose 
endeavours to amend cease as soon as tempta- 
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tion comes on them again, and whose general 
tenor of life is to be computed, not from their 
conduct during the few days previous to their 
receiving the sacraments, but from their con- 
duct at other times? Of these what are we to 
say ? Ah ! reason itself seems to say, that 
there is cause to fear that no part of their debt 
is discharged. The Almighty looks to the 
heart: and he is not to be deceived by false 
appearances. Although the sincerity of re- 
pentance does not necessarily depend upon 
extent <of time, nevertheless it supposes some- 
thing more than the transitory sensations of 
shame or remorse which are usually felt on 
approaching the sacred tribunal. The wicked 
servant, who owed his master ten thousand 
talents, fell down at his feet with all humility, 
and with most earnest supplications besought 
mercy. But the sequel proved that he was 
influenced merely by self-love. No mercy 
would he show to a fellow-servant, whose sup- 
plications to him were as earnest, as those 
which he himself had so lately poured forth : 
and the consequence was, that the pardon 
granted to him was revoked, and judgment 
without mercy was his portion.' — - This, 
my brethren, clearly proves that repentance, 
founded merely on self-love, will not find ac- 
ceptance with God. It proves that, however 
earnest our supplications for mercy may be, 
we shall not obtain mercy, unless wc have 
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began, or are resolved to begin without delay 
to love God above all things, and our neigh- 
bours as ourselves. 

My brethren, look then well to yourselves. 
There is no time to be lost. The day of the 
Lord is at hand. Make haste, and prepare his 
ways, lest he come upon you suddenly: lest he 
come upon you as a thief in the night. Reflect, 
that they only are called blessed, who, when the 
Lord cometh , are found watching. (Luke xii.) 
Remember that they alone are admitted into 
the marriage chamber, who are found with ail 
in their lamps. (Matt, xxv.) Suffer not your- 
selves, therefore, to be imposed upon, by the 
deceits of your mortal enemy. You have a 
great deal to do : and, if you do not take 
advantage of the present time,- ere long, per- 
haps, time may be no more far . you. You 
caunot be too early, nor too earnest in your 
endeavours. Say not that you will wait till 
this or that business is concluded ; . or, till a 
more favourable opportunity presents itself. 
You know not that you wilL live even till 
to-morrow; much less do .you know that you 
will live till the appointed time arrive. And 
even, were you assured of this, you have no 
certainty that obstacles as great, or greater 
than these, will not be thrown in the way, and 
tempt you to delay the work still longer. You 
have only this certainty, that your debts to the 
divine Justice are great, — that you may be 
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called to give up your accounts at a moment’s 
notice, — and that, if every thing be not made 
strait before you appear at the tribunal of your 
Judge, the last farthing will be exacted from 
you with the most rigorous severity. This is 
all that you have any certainty about. Why 
then delay for another moment? You have it 
in your power now to profit by the merits of 
Christ, and by bringing forth fruits worthy of 
repentance, to overbalance the account that is 
standing against you, and to lay up treasures 
in heaven. Why then delay ? 

Many delude themselves with the idea that 
they shall be able to arrange all things, when 
they are laid on the bed of death. But, my 
brethren, how vain are all such calculations! 
The love of God is an essential ingredient of 
true repentance. And can it be supposed that 
there is any of the love of God to be found in 
those persons, who call upon God for mercy, 
merely because they are dying ? — who engage 
to renounce sin, merely because the time is 
come when they can sin no longer? — who cry 
aloud for mercy, merely because they are called 
to give an account of their stewardship, which 
they know they are not prepared to give? No: 
my brethren, this will not do. It is not in this 
manner that you expect to settle temporal con- 
cerns, when you become involved: nor will it 
do in spirituals. In the one, payment is ex- 
pected to be made in sterling value ; and in the 
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other, nothing will be accepted, unless it be 
stamped with the love of God, either incipient 
or perfect. 

Delay not, then, now that you are in health 
and strength — how that you have it in your 
power to choose between good and evil, between 
the love of God, and the love of the world. 
You may do a great deal in a short time. Your 
Lord is bountiful, and rich in mercies. He 
looks* more to the will, and to the affections, 
than to the multiplicity of your good works, or 
to the duration of your course of penance : or, 
in other words, (for it is expedient to explain 
my express meaning on this subject) the mo- 
ment that your will is made subservient to his, 
and your heart, softened by true repentance, is 
centered in him, he will receive you into favour, 
and cancel your debts, as was witnessed in the 
case of Mary Magdalen, and the penitent thief. 
After which, he will cause to be enregistered in 
the book of life all your subsequent acts of 
contrition, and all your good works, not merely 
as propitiatory, but as meritorious of an eternal 
reward. In this sense it is, that God has de- 
clared that he will never despise a contrite and 
humble heart, (Ps. 1.) and that he will receive 
the sinner at whatever hour he returns to him. 

Delay not, then, my brethren, I exhort you, 
with all the earnestness of my soul, delay not. 
The day is far spent. The night is at hand, in 
which no man can work. Set about the impor- 
tant business immediately. And then, although 
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it should happen that the time, between this 
and the arrival of the awful summons, may be 
too short to allow you to do as much, as in your 
fervour you proposed to do, you may entertain 
the comfortable assurance that the remission of 
your debts has not been withheld, but that a 
crown of glory will be in readiness for you in 
the land of the living, through the merits and 
mercies of your Lord and Saviour. 
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on the Christian’s preparation for the 

SECOND COMING OF OCR LORD, 

AT THE HOUR OF DEATH. 



Prepare ye the way of the Lord: make hi* path* straight 

All flesh shall tee the salvation of God. Luke iii. 4, 6. 

The time, my brethren, 
is at hand, when the annual commemoratioh of 
the accomplishment of the words of my text, 
will engage your attention, — During this time 
of Advent, the church, like a tender mother, 
has exhorted you to prepare for the coming of 
your Father, your Lord, and your God. She 
has admonished you that it was now time to 
arise from sleep, for that the Lord was nigh. 
She has urged you, by the most pressing soli- 
citations, to prepare his ways, and te make his 
paths straight. 

These have been her endeavours. The same 
endeavours she made in ages past, and in every 
age from the time of the coming of the Son of 
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Man, and her endeavours contributed to induce 
her children to prepare for the second coming- 
of their Lord and Judge, when he shall sum- 
mon them before his awful tribunal at the 
moment of their departure out of this world. 

This, in fact, is the great object of the 
church in all her festivals. It is her wish to 
t impress on your minds a sense of gratitude to 
God for the ineffable blessings, which have 
been purchased for you by the incarnation and 
death of his Son. It is her wish to allure you, 
as it were, into the ways of piety, by the 
lovely charms which the promises of an incar- 
nate Deity hold out to your view. It is her 
wish to convince you, that sin is the most enor- 
mous of all evils, by describing the humilia- 
tions, the poverty, the sufferings, and the ago- 
nizing tortures which were endured by him, 
who, for your sake, rejected the joys set before 
him, and embraced the cross. — — With the view 
to enforce her wishes by the sentiments of fear, 
and: to make an impression on those of her 
children, who, by being too much wedded to 
the world, are incapable of being moved by the 
finer feelings of gratitude and love for God, she, 
in the beginning of this holy time, held out to 
their view the terrors of that great day, which 
is to close the existence of mortality. She 
wished to impress on their minds the awful 
truth, that the day of the Lord is at hand, and 
that, although the final dissolution of the world 
may be far distant, the terrors of the last day 
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will come upon every soul at the moment of her 
separation from the body. To these I will 
briefly address myself in this discourse. May 
the God of mercy give efficacy to my words, 
that they may rouse the tepid and the indolent, 
and may inspire them with those sentiments of 
fear, which are termed by the spirit of God, the 
beginnings of wisdom. 

With you, therefore, my brethren, it may 
justly be said that the world will end, the mo- 
ment that your soul is separated from the 
body; and that then, you will experience oH 
those terrors, which, according to the scrip- 
tures, will be felt by men at the last day. Then 
it is, that the Son of Man will. appear to you 
in great power and majesty. Then.it is, that 
the books will be opened, and a severe scrutiny 
made into all your thoughts, words, works,- and 
omissions. Then it is, that the sentence either 
of reprobation, or election, will be passed on 
you, and your eternal doom irrevocably fixed. 

The day of your death, therefore, is to you 
that day of anger and calamity, that great and 
bitter day, which ought to fill every Christian 
with dismay, and induce him effectually to pre- 
pare the way of the Lord, and to make his 
paths straight, whilst yet there is. time for that 
great and arduous performance. 

When this day will come upon you, it is not 
in the power of man to ascertain. It may be 
many years hence. It may not be one year. 
It may not be one month. It may not be one 
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week. Thousands of your fellow-creatures will 
be dead before this day week, many of whom 
expect it as little as you yourselves now do. 
Neither youth nor robustness of constitution is 
any security. The young and the healthy are 
taken off at a short notice, as well as the aged 
and infirm. The scythe of death cuts down the 
blooming flowers, as well as the withered grass. 
There is no security for any one. 

The situation, therefore, of every one of us, 
whether young or old, healthy or infirm, is a 
very critical situation. The day of the Lord 
may come upon us without any notice at all. 
This night we may lay ourselves down to rest, 
in confident expectation of rising to our usual 
occupations in the morning, and, in the dead 
of sleep, we may receive the awful summons to 
appear instantly before the tribunal of our 
Judge, and to hear the dread sentence, which 
is to decide our lot for eternity. Yes, my bre- 
thren, you may each individually say to your- 
selves : “ perhaps before to-morrow’s sun is 
risen, I may be called to stand before the God 
who made me, where I shall behold the terrors 
of his majesty, and experience that he is a God, 
who willeth not iniquity.” There is no human 
probability, indeed, that this will be the case 
with any individual amongst us. But it may 
possibly be the case with one or the other. It 
has been the case with thousands, who reckoned 
as little on the probability of its happening to 
them, as we do ourselves. Let us, therefore. 
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profit by the sad experience of others, and pre- 
pare the ways of the Lord, that, whensoever 
he shall call upon us, we may be found watch- 
ing. 

This, my brethren, is the awful situation, in 
which you are placed. Even in the midst of 
your pleasures and jollities, when sorrow and 
pain seem to be the farthest removed from you, 
it may be said that you are sporting on the 
brink of eternity, and that you know not the 
day, nor the hour, when you shall enter into it. 
Your eyes are blindfolded. You cannot discern 
one single object before you: and you are im- 
pelled to march forward, not knowing but the 
very next step you take, may be down the un- 
fathomable precipice. 

Oh! my brethren, to reflect upon this awful 
truth is sufficient to strike terror into the breast 
of the most hardened sinner. For my own part, 
I am filled with dismay at the thought. I know 
that the judgments of God are unsearchable, 
and that he judges justice itself. And were 
this God of justice to call me suddenly away, 
as he has called thousands of others, what ac- 
count should I be able to give of all my 
thoughts, words, works, and omissions! Should 
I be able to answer one thing in a thousand? 
Oh! my brethren, the most imminent dan- 
ger is hanging over our heads. Our souls are 
at stake. In one instant, we may be eternally 
separated from all that is good. ‘In one in- 
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stant, we may be precipitated into the gulf of a 
Miserable eternity. 

It is not my wish, however, to overwhelm 
you with terror and dismay. It is not my 
desire to cause you to wither away with fear 
and expectation of what may come upon you. 
1 have a fat more profitable object in view. 
My wish is, to convince you of the danger of 
your state : — to awaken you out of the sleep of 
tepidity and sloth, in which so many thousands 
spend their days ; — and to induce you to labour 
strenuously, whilst you have time, in preparing 
the way of the Lord, and in making straight 
his paths. The ministers of the altar ate 
clothed in purple (the colour adopted by the 
church for penitential times) on purpose to 
remind you that it is now time to mourn over 
your past irregularities. She has appointed 
days of fasting, on purpose to encourage you 
to commence the arduous task of penance, in 
union With all her children. The lessons which 
she has appointed to be read in the mass, are 
exhortations to prepare the way of the Lord, 
and admonitions that the Lord will quickly 
come, and that all flesh shall see the salvation 
of God. 

Rouse yourselves, my brethren. It is time 
to arise from sleep, for the time is at hand 
when no man can work. The mercies of God 
have hitherto spared you. They have warded 
off the stroke of death, and purchased for you 
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time to make your reconciliation with his of- 
fended justice. They have spared you, when 
thousands of others have been cut off, and per- 
haps in their sins. And why have these mer- 
cies been extended to you, in preference to so 
many others ? Why has he had patience with 
you? For no other reason, than that, out of 
his excessive love, he wishes to give you time 
for repentance, that your salvation may be se- 
cured. Despise not, then, the riches and the 
mercies of the goodness of God. This Advent 
is, probably, the last Advent that many of you 
will see. Be wise, therefore, and prevent the 
anger of God, which will inevitably fall upon 
you, if you continue obstinate in your sins. 

We may hope, indeed, that there are many in 
this assembly who have been endeavouring, for 
a length of time, to prepare the way of the 
Lord, and by sincere repentance to work out 
their salvation. We may hope, likewise, that 
there are many, who have never been obsti- 
nately rebellious in the ways of sin. Never- 
theless, I address myself to all, and say; be 
wise , whilst you have it in your power to be wise . 
The most innocent, and the most penitent 
amongst you, are not yet perfect. You have 
either many virtues to bring to maturity, or 
you have not completely satisfied the justice of 
God for your past transgressions. You have all 
many imperfections to fight against, and to 
subdue, and many dangers to surmount, before 
your victory is complete. Applicable, there- 
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fore, to the most perfect amongst you, is the 
exhortation to be wise in time ; — to labour stre- 
nuously, during this holy season, and to put 
yourselves in readiness for the coming of your 
Lord, when you shall be summoned to appear 
before his terrible tribunal. 

But as for those, who are running on heed- 
lessly, not indeed in the ways of gross immora- 
lity, but whose hearts are centered in the world, 
and whose solicitudes are more excited by the 
desires of laying up for themselves stores in 
this miserable place of exile, than of preparing 
themselves for the good things of eternity, how 
much more reason have they to redeem the time, 
and to endeavour, now at least, to lay up stores 
in another world for their future well-being. 
How much more reason have they to be con- 
vinced that, unless they enter on a change of 
life, and do worthy acts of penance for their 
past transgressions, their souls will be exposed 
to the most imminent danger of being eternally 
lost. 

You, who have been still more criminal, and 
have, not only neglected the service of God, 
for the sake of worldly gain or amusement, but 
have been addicted to profane swearing, to the 
excesses of intemperance, or to the shameful 
and disgusting sins of lust and debauchery, ohl 
let me exhort you, in the strongest terms that 
language can utter, to break your disgraceful 
bonds asunder, and restore your souls to the 
liberty of the sons of God. Be no longer held 



Digitized by v^ooQle 




OP ADVENT. 



51 



in captivity. Cast off' the works of darkness, 
and put on the armour of light. You enjoy no 
pleasure now from the recollection of your past 
unlawful gratifications. You feel no internal 
satisfaction from the demerits of your past dis- 
loyalties. You do not pride yourselves on the 
ignominy of having carried the chains of slavery 
to sin, during the preceding years of your life. 
You do not look forward with hope to any thing 
consoling beyond the short period of your ex- 
istence on earth. On the contrary, every thing 
condemns you. No sooner have you committed 
a crime, and have had time to- reflect, than you 
severely condemn yourselves- Remorse preys 
on your minds. Wretchedness and misery are 
your portion. You tremble at the prospect of 
futurity. The declaration of St. Paul (1 Cor. 
vi.) that, neither fornicatiors, nor adulterers , nor 
the effeminate, nor tiers with mankind, nor drunk - 
etrds shall possess tlte- kingdom of heaven, fills you 
with terror and dismay. Your soul becomes a 
kind of hell to itself even in this life: and the 
anguish, that you feel, is but a foretaste of the 
horrors which will surround you for ever in the 
next. 

Ohf my brethren, you, I mean, who spend 
your days unconcernedly in the state of sin, 
begin to think seriously. Take a proper view 
of your state, and be convinced that a greater 
act of folly and madness cannot be* than to live 
in a state of rebellion against Gbd. What 
would you think of the man, who- should delK 
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berately consent to forfeit immense possessions, 
to submit to spend the remainder of his life in a 
dark and dismal dungeon, where he knew that 
he should have to endure every species of tor- 
ture that human nature could endure, merely 
for the pleasure of clasping to his bosom a ser- 
pent, of whose beauteous colours he was ena- 
moured, — a serpent, which he knew would in- 
flict a deadly wound in his heart, the moment 
he embraced it? What words would be suffi- 
cient to express your abhorrence of such folly 
and madness ? Nevertheless, this is the very 
act of which you yourselves are guilty, as often 
as you prefer the gratification of sin before the 
sweets of innocence. Innocence is a treasure 
indeed, far beyond all earthly treasures; and 
sin, however it may be decked exteriorly, is no 
better than a serpent, whose embraces will 
deprive you of all the riches of heaven, and 
consign you to misery and remorse in this world, 
and to the dungeons of eternal misery in the 
next. 

Enter, therefore, seriously into yourselves, 
and be no longer the infatuated dupes of folly. 
Now is the time that you are particularly in- 
vited by your holy mother, the church, to enter 
on this great work. Take courage. Resolve 
immediately to renounce your sins. Begin 
to atone by repentance for your past offences, 
and prepare the way of the Lord by putting on 
the spirit of meekness and humility, the spirit 
of poverty and simplicity, the spirit of purity 
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and cleanness of heart, the spirit of peace and 
love. But see that you delay not. You have 
already put off your conversion too long. A 
longer delay may, perhaps, cost you all that is 
dear, for a never ending eternity. Act as if 
you knew that the last day of your mortal 
existence was at hand, and that the Lord was 
nigh. Listen to the voice of the church who 
admonishes you, that the clouds are about to 
open, and to rain down the Just One* and with 
him, the choicest blessings of the Almighty. 

Open your hearts, therefore, to receive the 
dews of heaven. What is it that concerns your 
dearest interests more than this? Have you 
any thing more valuable than your souls ? Is 
there any thing that you would take in ex- 
change for them ? Were they given to you for 
any other purpose, than to be prepared for the 
enjoyment of God? Is there any happiness 
greater, or more desirable than, infinite and 
eternal happiness ? Is there any misery more 
terrible, or more to be dreaded, than inconceiva- 
ble and eternal misery? To all these questions 
you Will all of you reply, without hesitation* 
that there is not. Why then delay ? You are 
not masters of time. The continuance of life 
does not depend on your will. You may, as 
you have been frequently admonished, be cut 
off without an hour’s warning. Or, you may, 
as thousands of others have been, he taken 
suddenly ill, and before you have time to make 
your peace with God, be deprived of your 
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senses, and continue in a state of delirious 
insensibility even to the end. Many sad ex- 
amples of this kind have I witnessed, during 
the course of my ministry : and more shall I 
witness even amongst you, and perhaps before 
the conclusion of this year, if you continue 
deaf to my exhortations. Remember, that, if 
you neglect the day of your visitation, that day 
will probably never return to you again. Re- 
collect, that, if you are not ready to open the 
door, when your Lord comes and knocks, he 
will go away ; and go, where you will not be 
able to find him. And finally recollect that he 
will come like a thief in the night, when he is 
least expected. 

Think, therefore, whilst you have time to 
think to the purpose. Be wise, as it behovetk 
you to be wise. Then, you will have reason to 
bless the mercies of the Lord. Then you will 
prepare for the coming of your Redeemer in a 
becoming manner. Then you will be in a con- 
stant state of readiness, to go forth, with your 
lamps prepared, to meet your heavenly Bride- 
groom, at whatever hour his arrival shall be 
announced to you. 
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ON THE BIRTH OF CHRIST. 



I bring you glad tidings of great joy, that shall be to all the 
people; for this day is bom to you a Saviour, who is Christ 
the Lord, in the city of David. Lukb ii. 10, 11. 

On this day, my bre- 
thren, we are invited to return thanks to God 
for all the benefits which the birth of our Lord 
and Saviour has purchased for mankind. It is 
a day of spiritual joy and festivity to all the 
court of heaven, and it ought, with greater rea- 
son, to be the same to us. The angels rejoice ; 
and they rejoice, because a Saviour is born to 
vs ; they rejoice on our account. They rejoice, 
because the gates of heaven are opened to us ; 
because the sentence pronounced against us is 
reversed ; because all the graces and blessings 
of divine, mercy are purchased for us. This day 
is bom to you a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord, 
in the city of David. 

With what ardent desires did the ancient pa- 
triarchs and prophets long to see this day ! 
How was their piety inflamed, when they re- 
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fleeted that, in the fulness of time, the great, 
the Almighty, the eternal Word, would assume 
to himself human nature, and take up his abode 
amongst his creatures on earth. They dwelt 
on the future event in raptures. They could 
not And words to express their astonishment, 
their veneration, and their love. 

We, my Christian brethren, behold this day : 
and what are the feelings which the annual 
commemoration of it excites in our souls ? Are 
they the feelings of gratitude and love 1 We 
ought to devote a considerable time to medita- 
tion on the incomprehensible blessings which 
this mystery has prepared for us : and can we 
say that it occupies any proportionate share of 
our thoughts ? Have we prepared our hearts, as 
they ought to be prepared, for him to come, and 
be spiritually bom in us ? Are we disposed to 
rejoice at the recurrence of this solemnity, 
chiefly through motives of gratitude for the be- 
nefits of our redemption ? Oh ! let us turn 

our thoughts to a subject, which so immedi- 
ately concerns our eternal welfare. Let us run 
to the crib of Bethlehem: there let us fix our 
eyes on our infant Jesus, and contemplate the 
mystery of a God made man for our redempti- 
on. Let us dwell with raptures on the excess 
of his love towards us. But, at the same time, 
let us view with dismay the enormity of ouf 
sins, which could not be expiated at a less 
price than that of the incarnation and death of 
the Word himself incarnate. 
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Aftei* the lapse of about four thousand years 
from the creation of our first parents, the ful- 
ness of time arrived when the great promises 
were to take place. The Virgin had conceived, 
and borne for nine months in her womb, the 
Expectation of Israel , the Desired of all nations . 
The great Director of all things had predis- 
posed that every circumstance, which had been 
foretold by the prophets concerning the birth 
of the Messiah, should be literally fulfilled, and 
fulfilled in silence, Unknown to the great, the 
Vrise, the learned, or to the world. The veil of 
obscurity, which concealed from the under- 
standings of men the application of the prophe- 
cies concerning the time and manner of his 
coming, concealed likewise the great event 
when it actually took place. It was his will 
that faith, and not the wisdom of the wise, 
should influence the minds of men in the belief 
of the mysteries of salvation. 

We have seen all these great mysteries ful- 
filled. The words of the prophets are now clear 
and intelligible to us. Let us record the event : 
and let us open our Souls to the warmest feel- 
ings of gratitude and loVe. Although he was 

the great Lord and Master of all things, he 
ehose A poor stable for the place of his birth : 
he chose the most inclement season of the 
year : he chose a time, when the least accom- 
modation could be had, the least attention 
received. In the depth of winter, — in a town 
ever crowded with company,— in the middle of 
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the night, — in an open shed, — in a poor man- 
ger, the Almighty Word was bom into this 
world. In the midst of silence, with no other 
attendants but his mother and reputed father, 
and an ox and an ass, the Prince of Peace, 
the long-expected Messiah, entered into the 
abodes of mortality. 

Oh ! my brethren, let us pause and reflect 
on these humiliating circumstances attending 
the birth of the King of kings : — circumstances, 
which he himself chose, in preference to any 

other. What ought to be our opinion of the 

wisdom of the world, when we behold the crib of 
Bethlehem ! What ought to be our ideas of the 
pride, pomp, and splendor of the great ones of 
the earth, when we behold the swaddling-clothes, 
the attendants, and the poverty of the Word In- 
carnate at his birth ! What ought we to think of 
the ways of those, who place their happiness in 
comfort and ease, who fly from every species of 
self-denial and suffering, who seek for riches 
and for nothing else, who despise poverty, and 
all of their fellow-creatures who are depressed 
by it, — when we behold our Lord and Saviour 
bereft of every comfort which this world can af- 
ford at the time of the greatest need, when suf- 
ferings are most acute, and comforts most 
wanting ! 

Ah ! truly may it be said, that the ways of 
God are the ways of wisdom — unsearchable I 
will allow, — but they are the ways of wisdom ; 
the ways, in which we ought to walk. 
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Corrupted as our nature is, and blinded by the 
impetuous violence of passion, we are led to 
decide upon things from present appearances, 
without a reference to what is to come hereaf- 
ter. Being formed for happiness, and the senses 
of our body bearing testimony that a certain 
kind of enjoyment is to be found in sensual 
gratifications, and worldly grandeur, we are 
led into the idea, that the happiness after 
which we crave, is to be enjoyed in them. But 
what is this but foolishness, as the scripture 
terms it ? "With the brute creation such reason- 
ing would be just. But with man, it is folly. 
We have reason and experience, to teach us 
that happiness is not to be found in created 
things : and we have religion to inform us, 
that our abode here is only for a short time : 
that another world awaits us, where alone true 
happiness is to be found : and that, by the pa- 
tient endurance of many tribulat ions, we are to 

prepare ourselves for it. Vain, therefore, and 

foolish arei all earthly pursuits, all earthly plea- 
sures, which have no other object but sensual 
gratifications. Vain is the wisdom of the world, 
and foolish are the ways of worldly men. There 
is no wisdom but the wisdom of God : no way that 
can be followed with safety, but the way which 
reason and religion point out, and in which, for our 
example, our blessed Saviour began to walk, the 
very instant that he was born into this world. 

Go, then, my brethren, to the crib of Beth- 
lehem, and contemplate the circumstances of 
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your Saviour's birth. Go, and learn how to 
regulate your lives according to the model, 
which is there .set before you. Go, and acquire 
wisdom, where true wisdom is to be found. The 
lessons which you will there receive, I acknow- 
ledge, will be very different from the lessons 
given by the world ; — they will be very humili- 
ating to human pride, very painful to flesh and 
blood,— very grating to worldly self-love. But 
they will be lessons of wisdom, -^lessons calcu- 
lated to raise you above the world, enable you 
to subdue the weaknesses of human nature, lead 
you to cqmparative happiness here, and con- 
duct you to perfect happiness hereafter. 

Contemplate, in the first place, the state of 
poverty and want, in which your Saviour was 
bom. He was not, like other infants, unconscious 
of the comforts that he might have enjoyed, had 
he been bom in the midst of affluence. He knew 
his state ; and he knew the extent of the suf- 
ferings to which he had voluntarily submitted, < 
Although his body was weak and helpless, like 
the bodies of other children, his soul was vigor- 
ous and strong ; and, united as it was to the 
Divinity, he felt sensibly all the inconveniences 
and sufferings of infancy. Oh ! where is the 
mind, that can form an adequate idea of what 
our Saviour and our Model endured in this 
state ! We naturally feel compassion for the 
sufferings of little innocents on their entrance 
into this world. Were we to hear the cries of 
the children of kings, we should feel for them, 
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although they were laid in cribs of down, and 
attended with the utmost care. But to witness 
the entrance into life of an infant born to po- 
verty and want, — of an infant born in a poor 
hovel, in the most inclement season of the 
year, — in the middle of the longest night, at a 
time when no assistance could be had, no com-; 
forting things procured, — in a place where no 
fire could be made to administer warmth, or to 
prepare what is always wanted on those occa- 
sions : Oh ! were we to witness the birth of 

an infant in such a state, what would be our 
feelings ? Should we be able to restrain the 
tears of compassion ? And yet, after all, the 
sufferings of the poor babe would not be such, 
as we figured to our imagination. Incapable, 
as it would be, of reasoning, it could not form 
an idea of the extent of its sufferings, nor know 
what it was to enjoy ease and comfort. It was 
not so with our blessed Saviour. He was born 
in this abject state ; and at the time of his birth 
he enjoyed the perfect use of reason. He not 
only endured pain, but he knew what it was 
that he endured, and he knew that it was for 
love of you, and for your instruction in the ways 
of happiness, that he endured it. Oh ! I say 
again, who can form a competent idea of what 
our infant Jesus suffered at the time of his 
birth. Ponder awhile, my brethren, on these 
his sufferings. Let them sink deep into your 
minds,' and they will contribute to wean your 
affections from this transitory world, Address 
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the following soliloquy to yourselves : “ My Sa- 
viour voluntarily embraced a state of poverty 
and humiliation ; why then should I be perpe- 
tually seeking to exalt myself, or place my hap- 
piness in the accumulation of riches ? I know 
that I am obliged to labour for my support, and 
to maintain those who are committed to my 
charge : but why should I live, as if the only 
object of my existence was to heap up wealth, 
and amass stores ? — My Saviour submitted to 
sufferings of the most painful kind, even in the 
tenderest stage of life : — why then should I 
repine under pain and anguish in the days of 
my strength 1 why should I fly with seeming 

eagerness from sorrows and distress ? My 

Saviour submitted to a state of abandonment, 
with not a friend to comfort him, not a relation 
to notice him, and this even at his birth : — why 
then should I complain, if friends and relations 
refuse to notice me, or turn their backs upon 
me ? No : I will never more transgress in these 
things. I will patiently submit to whatever 
the will of God may appoint for me. With 
such an example before my eyes, I will hush 
every complaint, I will repress every sigh. 
The way of poverty, the way of sufferings, the 
way of humiliations, is the way which my Sa- 
viour embraced in preference to every other. It 
is consequently the way of wisdom — the way 
that leadeth to truth and life. In that way, 
therefore, I will walk for the time to come, not- 
withstanding all the allurements that may be 
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held out to me by the world, the flesh, or the 
devil.” 

In the second place, imagine to yourselves 
that you behold your Saviour lying in the cold 
manger, and consider his divine, and eternal 
origin. He is the word of the Father, by whom 
all things were made. He was from all eterni- 
ty. He was possessed of infinite happiness : 
and no power could wrest it from him. Never- 
theless he descended, as it were, from his 
throne, he was made flesh, and dwelt as a little 

one amongst us. Oh ! what a humiliation ! 

what a change was this ! Seated as he was at 
the right hand of his Father, in the quiet en- 
joyment of unspeakable and infinite bliss, he 
descended, as it were, from his throne, and 
took upon himself the infirmities, not merely of 
human nature, but of human nature in its low- 
est and most wretched state. My brethren, it 

is impossible for us to ascertain the extent of 
this sacrifice. For although, according to his 
divinity, he was incapable of suffering pain, or 
experiencing any. diminution of his former bliss, 
yet his union with our poor nature must have 
been attended with a something which we can 
neither express nor conceive. It must have 
been a humiliation, far exceeding any humilia- 
tion which it was possible for either man or 
angel to endure. His union with our nature 
being of that intimate kind, as to form only one 
person, we are authorized to say, that he be- 
came a man of sorrows, and acquainted with 
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infirmity, and that, although he suffered as a 
man, yet he was a God. Oh ! my brethren, 
look at your infant Saviour : contemplate his 
origin : contemplate his sacrifice : contemplate 
his sufferings. Remember, that he voluntarily 
reduced himself to this state for the love of you. 
Remember, that he not only submitted to the 
pains attendant on helpless infancy, but that 
he devoted himself to all the labours and suf- 
ferings of a life of three and thirty years, and 
finally to the ignominies and torments of the 
cross : and bear in mind, that his only induce- 
ment was the salvation of your souls. O let 
your minds dwell with raptures on this incom- 
prehensible love of a God-man, and make such 
reflections as will contribute to promote the 
great object of his incarnation. Say to your- 
selves : “Why should I be so eager after honours 
and dignities, when I see my Saviour divesting 
‘ himself, as it were, of every honour and dignity 
for the love of me ? — Why should I be so tena- 
\ cious of a good name, when assailed by the 
tongues of defamation and scandal, or why 
be so desirous of esteem and applause, when I 
see my Lord and Saviour embracing indigni- 
ties, and courting dishonour for the love of me ? 
— Why should I be sad and sorrowful, when de- 
prived of a little pleasure, or so thoughtless 
and dissipated during the moments of festi- 
vity and mirth, when I behold my Saviour 
compromising, as it were, the joys of heaven, 
and making choice of sufferings for the love of 
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me ? No : it shall be so no longer : I will 
walk in the footsteps of my Saviour, and pro- 
mote the great object of his sufferings and love 
to the best of my power.” 

In the third place, enter into the interior of 
the heart of your infant Jesus, and take a more 
particular survey of his sufferings. He was 
not, like other infants, devoid of reason. By 
virtue of the omniscience of the Divinity, to 
which he was united, he knew all things, past, 
present, and to come. He foresaw, in the 
clearest light, every thing that he was to suffer 
during the thirty-three years of his mortality. 
He foresaw the ignominies and torments of the 
cross, and felt beforehand the pangs of death. 
The whips, the scourges, the thorns, the nails, 
the spear, were all present to his view : and the 
loud groan, with which he was to give up the 
ghost, already sounded in his ear. Dreadful 
as such a prospect must have been, particularly 
to a mind formed as ours is, yet it was the 
least part of our infant Saviours sufferings. 
To all these he voluntarily submitted : although 
joy was set before him, he preferred the cross. 
There was another source of pain, and grievous 
was the torture which it caused in his soul. 
This was no other than the knowledge which 
he had, of the sins and ingratitude of his be- 
loved creatures. The whole mass of iniquities, 
committed by the sons of men, were all present 
to his view. He saw your sins, and he saw 
mine. But what was most afflicting to his 
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mind, was the sight of the immense multitude 
of the reprobate — of those millions of millions, 
over whom he will have to pronounce, at the 
last day, that dreadful sentence, Depart , ye 
cursed, into everlasting fire. They were all 
present before his eyes : he saw their distorted 
looks, when the sentence was to be pronounced : 
he heard their unavailing shrieks and groans : 
and, burning as was his heart with love for 
every one of them, and ready as he was to 
suffer every torture and indignity for their sal- 
yation, the agony that he endured must have 
been far beyond any thing that it is possible 
for us to conceive. — What wonder, then, my 
brethren, that the tears trickled down his 
cheeks ! 

Oh 1 let us go over to Bethlehem, in spirit, 
and, as the shepherds said one to another, let 
us see the word that is come to pass. Let us 
there contemplate our infant Saviour, and 
weigh the variety, and the extent of his suffer- 
ings. Let us attribute his sufferings to the 
real cause, and say to ourselves : “ It is I who 
cause him to endure what he suffers. It is for 
me that he submits to these humiliations. I 
have committed sin ; and the guilt was so 
enormous in the sight of God, that it could 
never have been forgiven, had not his beloved 
Son come down from heaven for my salvation. 
He loved me : he willed not my destruction, 
but that I should be converted and live : and 
love has reduced him to this state. Yes : it is 
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for me that he sighs and weeps : and it will be 
for me that, at the appointed time, he will be 
nailed to the cross. Oh ! had I reflected duly 
on this, when temptation came upon me, should 
I have consented to sin ? should I have sought 
pleasure in the gratification of a moment, had 
I considered that it would have cost so great a 
price ? Alas ! the view of my past follies fills 
me with confusion. I will endeavour to do bet- 
ter for the time to come. Henceforward I will 
hate sin, and strive to make amends for the 
past, by superior attention and diligence. I 
wjll begin to meditate on the love of God mani- 
fested towards me, and labour to ehkindle in my 
soul the flames of reciprocal love. In the midst 
of my confusion for past disloyalties, and my 
fears lest the judgments of an avenging God 
should fall upon me, how consoling, how en- 
couraging are the words of the angel : I bring 
you glad tidings of great joy, that shall be to 
all the people, for this day is born to you a Sa- 
viour, who is Christ the Lord, in the city of 
David." 

Let us, my brethren, meditate on these im- 
portant subjects. Let us look seriously to. our- 
selves, and endeavour to profit by his love in 
such a manner, as to repent sincerely of our 
past offences, and follow the ways of piety for 
the time to come. A Saviour is bom to-ns. Let 
us go, and adore him: let us oft'er him our 
hearts ; let us be resolved to walk in his foot- 
steps : let us be prepared to suffer with him* 
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Then we may confidently hope, that he will be 
truly a Saviour to us ; that he will redeem 
us from our sins ; and that, if we persevere 
to the end, he will admit us to the posses* 
sion of that happiness, which he has purchased 
for us at so dear a rate. 
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ON LABOURING FOR THE SANCTIFICATION OF 
OUR SOULS. 



This child it set for the fall, and for the resurrection of 
many in Israel, and for a sign which shall be contradicted. 

Luke ii. 34. 

The prophetic words of 
Simeon, brethren, which I have selected for 
my text, and ) which form a part of the gospel 
read on this Sunday, are words, which may be 
applied, not only to those of the children of 
Israel who obstinately opposed the ministry, 
the doctrines, and the mission of our great 
Messiah, but likewise to those among Christi- 
ans, who, although they acknowledge his divi- 
nity, live in opposition to his maxims and laws. 
Of these the number has been great in every 
age, and it is not diminished in these our times. 
As it was in the times of the old law, so like- 
wise it is in the times of the new : many are 
called, but few nre chosen. The mercies of the 
lord are offered to all, but few there are,' com- 
paratively speaking, who choose to embrace 
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them, and make them contribute to their eter- 
nal welfare. During the days of our Lord’s so- 
journing on earth, these mercies were particu- 
larly proffered to the then chosen people, the 
Jews. The number that embraced them was 
comparatively small : and truly was it foretold 
of them, that this child was set far the fall , and 
for the resurrection of many in Israel. Among 
Christians the case is nearly the same; for 
although all believe that he is the Messiah, yet 
their lives are in such direct opposition to his 
holy laws, that it may be said of them, that he 
is set for the fall as well as for the resurrection 
of many. 

I cannot occupy your attention on this day 
more appropriately, nor with greater benefit to 
yourselves, than by enlarging on these pro- 
phetic words as applicable to Christians, and 
particularly applicable to you who are here 
assembled. For this purpose, I propose to 
you the following question : “ Is this child set 
up for your fall, or for your resurrection ?” A 
direct answer to this question I do not expect 
that any of you are prepared or are authorized 
to give. You all, undoubtedly, hope that he is 
set up for your resurrection. But, whether he 
is or not, will not be known till you have proved 
your fidelity to him, by persevering to the end 
of your course in the faithful discharge of the 
duties of a Christian life. 

Is there, however, a probability that you will 
give this testimony of perseverance ? If you 
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faithfully comply with all your spiritual duties 
at the present time, you may reasonably enter- 
tain a hope that you will continue on. But 
even then, there would be no certainty : for, 
so great is the infirmity of human nature, that 
the Christian has reason to proceed always 
with fear and trembling, lest, in an unguarded 
moment, he should yield to the suggestions of 

concupiscence, and fall, to rise no more. 

But, if you do not fulfil your duties at the pre- 
sent time, what reason have you to hope, that 
you will fulfil them at a future time 1 You per- 
haps intend to enter on a change of life a while 
hence. But how many have formed the same 
resolution ? and how few have executed it ? If, 
therefore, you should not fulfil your duties at a 
future' time, is there reason to entertain the 
most distant hope, that you will partake in the 
resurrection that has been purchased for you ? 
Oh ! my brethren, these are serious sub- 
jects for your consideration. They have often- 
times been presented to you under different 
forms : but their importance is such, that they 
cannot be too deeply impressed on your minds, 
nor be too often proposed for your considera- 
tion. 

St. Paul assures us, (Rom.v.) that sin was 
not imputed , when the law was not .... and, that 
the law entered in that sin might abound. Or, in 
other words, that when men were buried in the 
profoundest ignorance, and had not the possi- 
bility of acquiring a knowledge of the particular 



Digitized by v^.ooQle 




72 SUNDAY WITHIN THE OCTAVE 

1 

laws of God, then their ignorance would plead 
their excuse, and cause that the sin should not 
: be imputed to them. But that, when men were 
instructed, or had means in their power of 
being instructed in the laws of God, then every 
offence would be imputed to them, and that, in 
proportion to their knowledge, so much the 
more criminal would be their transgressions. 

V Now, let us apply this doctrine of St. Paul 
'• to ourselves ) Had we been buried, like our 
pagan ancestors, in profound ignorance of the 
laws of God, the transgression of them would 
not have been imputed to us. *The laws of na- 
ture, those laws which are implanted in every 
human breast, would have been the only laws 
to which we should have been amenable. But, 
since the laws of God have been fully made 
known to us, and every principle of Christian 
morality has been clearly explained to us, the 
consequence is, that every transgression is im- 
puted to us, and that, if we do not live up to 
the knowledge we have obtained, sin doth more 
abound on account of the law entering into our 
minds, and our guilt is increased in proportion 
to our knowledge. It is to no purpose to com- 
pare ourselves with others, and to take credit 
to ourselves, when we discover reasons to sup- 
pose that we are less vitiated than they are. 
Our guilt is proportioned to our knowledge, and 
to the special favours we have hitherto received 
from God : and as we know not what others 
have received, we cannot ascertain the extent of 
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their guilt when they transgress, and conse- 
quently we cannot say that they are more cri- 
minal than ourselves. Let us rather look to 
our own state only : for, whether there are 
others more guilty than ourselves, or not, we 
shall be judged according to our own crimi- 
nality, and sentence will be passed upon us 
accordingly. 

Reflect, therefore, my brethren, on the re- 
sponsibility, which is attached to the means of 
acquiring knowledge, which the Almighty has 
been graciously pleased to provide. He has 
entrusted talents to you, and he will exact a 
return of them with due interest. It will be no 
justifiable plea to a Christian, to say that he 
was ignorant of his duties, when means are 
placed before him of acquiring knowledge, and 
through idleness, or sloth, or indifference,, hie 
neglects to avail himself of those means. It 
will be no justifiable plea to a Christian, to 
say that instructions on the principal du- 
ties of morality made but a faint impres- 
sion on his mind, because he was too much en- 
gaged in worldly things, or because he was too 
much in love with vanity, or sensual pleasures, 
to attend to such serious and uninteresting sub- 
jects. Pleas of this kind will be of no avail. 
Knowledge is imparted, or, at least, the means 
of knowledge, are provided for you, and if you 
refuse to profit by them, there is no plea, how- 
ever strong, that can excuse you. Hitherto, 
perhaps, you have thought, very little on the 
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important consequences attendant on hearing 
the word of God explained to you in sermons 
and catechetical discourses. — Hitherto, per- 
haps, you have thought very little on the conse- 
quences, which may result from your not at- 
tending at the Church of God when the scrip- 
tures are publicly explained, or from leaving 
your places and returning home, when your 
pastor is. about to perform that very important 
part of his duties — and important, because it is 
of the utmost consequence to you. — I mean, 
when he is about to give his lectures on the 
catechism. — Hitherto, perhaps, when you have 
attended at sermons, and likewise have remain- 
ed in your places, when the catechism has been 
explained, you have reflected but little after- 
wards on what you heard, and applied nothing 
to yourselves for the reformation of your lives ; 
contenting yourselves with having heard the 
word of God, and not reflecting, that the doers 
of the word, and not the hearers only, shall be 
justified. — If your consciences accuse you of 
any of these neglects, be careful to correct them 
for the time to come. Remember, that this 
child is set either for your fall, or for your re- 
surrection : and whether it is for your fall or re- 
surrection, will entirely depend on your em- 
bracing the means of instruction, and putting 
them in practice. 

Learn, then, the extent of your duties, for 
you have it in your power. In the first place, 
never absent yourselves from public instruct!- 
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ons, unless necessity impels you. In the se- 
cond place, pay every attention to the instruc- 
tions which you hear, and treasure them in your 
memory, to the best of your power. When 
you hear any particular duty inculcated, with 
which you were hitherto unacquainted, or any 
command of God explained in a stricter sense 
than you had hitherto understood it ; or any 
vice or' criminal habit condemned, in stronger 
terms than you had hitherto considered it to de- 
serve ; or any virtue declared to be necessary 
for salvation, to which you had hitherto paid but 
little attention; take care and store these things 
in your mind. Having once received informa- 
tion* the plea of ignorance can have no weight 
in your favour. Store them, therefore, in your 
mind, and put in practice what you have heard : 
apply the instructions which you hear, to the 
due ordering of your lives. Endeavour, Kke the 
Royal Prophet, to meditate on the law of God 
day and night ; to have his holy word always 
before your eyes : to make it a lamp to your feet y 
and a light to your paths. (Ps. cxviii. 105.) 

Again, that this child may be set for your 
resurrection, it is required that you express 
your gratitude and love in a suitable manner, 
for the blessings which he has purchased for 
you. You are not like the Gentiles, who knew 
not God. Nor are you like the unbelieving 
Jews, who would not receive Jesus as their 
Messiah. You are fully convinced of the truths 
of the Christian religion, and you know what 
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your God has done for you. You know that 
this child is the incarnate Son of the Most High 
God : you know that he is the Eternal Word, 
that he was in the beginning, that he was with 
God, and that he himself is God. You know 
that he was made flesh, and dwelt amongst us, 
for the sole purpose of saving your souls from 

eternal torments. This knowledge brings 

with it a responsibility on your parts ; it im- 
poses the duty of serving and worshipping him 
as your God, and of renouncing every thing 
that is in opposition to his adorable will. Vice 
and excess are not the only things you are to 
renounce : for these were renounced by many 
of the pagan philosophers, who knew not God. 
Your morals must be Christian morals ; your 
lives must be Christian lives. The duty imposed 
on you requires that you worship your God in 
spirit and in truth, that you love him with your 
whole heart, and that you serve him with your 
whole strength. 

Be attentive, therefore, to these things. 
Look up to your Jesus as your model ; and 
from what he has done for you, learn the extent 
of the duties, which you owe to him. Be not 
satisfied with the insipid rules of pagan mora- 
lity. Aim at something higher. Sanctify your 
souls by the virtues of true Christian piety. Let 
not flesh and blood lead you away to sensual 
gratifications, or chain you down to earthly 
things. A crown is set before you : strive for 
it manfully : run, not as at an uncertainty : Jight, 
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not as one beating the air : but chastise your flesh, 
and reduce it into subjection. Be not discou- 

raged by the prospect of difficulties or suffer- 
ings. Your Lord foresaw, before he took upon 
himself our nature, all the pains and agonies, 
which he would have to endure ; and yet, he 
hesitated not, but gave himself wholly for you, 
heedless of the consequences. Your salvation 
was more to him than momentary sufferings. 
Your eternal life was more dear to him, than the 
prospect of excruciating torture was dreadful. 
He sacrificed every thing for you. 

This is a truth which you have known from 
your childhood. And can it be supposed that 
this knowledge does not bring with it a respon- 
sibility 1 Can it be supposed that you may be 
allowed to be conscious of this excess of love 
on the part of God, and be suffered to live as if 
this knowledge had never been imparted to 
you ? Reason itself declares to the contrary. 
As it has been made known to you, that your 
Saviour gave himself wholly for you, the feel- 
ings of nature suggest the propriety that you 
should give yourself wholly to him. And, as 
you are convinced that he gave himself for you, 
notwithstanding that he foresaw the afflictions, 
which would fall upon him in consequence of 
it ; it ought to appear to you in the clearest 
light,, that it is your duty to devote yourselves 
wholly to his love and servioe, although you may 
foresee that temporal losses, afflictions, and even 
death itself, will inevitably follow from it. 
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Situated therefore as \Te are, and with such 
important obligations imposed on us, how cri- 
minal must they be, who suffer worldly inte- 
rest, temporal emoluments, or sensual plea- 
sures, to take them away from the service of 
God ! how criminal must they be, who suffer 
the solicitudes and hurry of business, or the 
anxieties arising from poverty and want, to 
take off their thoughts from God, to cause them 
to neglect his service, to absent themselves 
from the place of worship, and to become as it 
were castaways, with .their own voluntary con- 
sent ! How criminal, again, must they be, who 
murmur under pains and afflictions, who re- 
pine under losses . and privations, who are sad 
and sorrowful under contradictions and disap- 
pointments ! Ah ! my brethren, it is a truth, 
which it behoves you to weigh maturely, that 
the knowledge, which you possess, of the infi- 
nite mercies and love of God, and of the duties 
which are imposed on you in quality of Chris- 
tians, will add doubly to your guilt, jf you do 
not. submit yourselves entirely, and give your 
hearts wholly to him, who gave himself wholly 
for you. Those unhappy men, upon whom the 
rays of Christianity have never beamed, will 
not probably be called to account for not prac- 
tising the sublime duties of the gospel — they 
will be judged without the law. But you, who 
have inherited, as it were, a knowledge of the 
law, and from whom not one of the divine pre- 
cepts has been concealed, will have no excuse 
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to bring forward, if you neglect to attain to that 
state of perfection in all virtues, which is Com* 
patible with your state of life. 

Oh ! labour then, my brethren, with all the 
earnestness of your souls, in the great work of 
your sanctification. Do not flatter yourselves 
with the idea that you are sufficiently virtuous, 
from the mere circumstance of your being more 
free from vice than the generality of mankind. 
Do not deceive yourselves, by the supposition 
that you do all that a Christian ought to v do, 
merely because you regularly attend divine 
service, and perform your morning and even* 
ing devotions ; or because you do not fall into 
the grosser sins of swearing, stealing, drunk* 
enness, or impurity. A higher degree of 
sanctity is required of you, and unless you 
attain to that degree, your salvation will be 
exposed to danger. As Christians, you must 
not only abstain from vice, but your affections 
must be disengaged from the things of this 
world, and center in God, for he claims your 

whole heart. As Christians, you must not 

seek yourselves only, but in a particular man- 
ner, and in preference to every thing else, the 
honour and glory of God. As Christians, you 
must fulfil, not only a part of your duties, but 
you must fulfil them all, and fulfil them with 
all the perfection in your power. And, finally, 
as Christians, you must endeavour constantly 
to advance in the ways of piety, and per- 
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severe in your endeavours even to the end of 
your lives. 

Be earnest, therefore, my brethren, and bear 
constantly in mind, that the knowledge of the 
truth imposes on you obligations in proportion 
to your knowledge. And bear in mind like- 
wise, that it is your duty to seek for know- 
ledge, as often as opportunity occurs ; for 
the plea of ignorance will not be admitted, 
when means of information have been provided, 

and have not been embraced. Remember, 

that this child is set either for your fall, or for 
your resurrection. If you live not according to 
the knowledge that you possess, or that you 
had the means of possessing, he is very pro- 
bably set for your fall , unless you make amends 
for the past by superior attention to your 
duties, and by sincere repentance. But if you 
have hitherto led truly Christian lives, and have 
either preserved your innocence undefiled, Or 
have regained the friendship of God by wor- 
thy fruits of penance, and shall persevere to 
the end, he is set for your resurrection, and his 
gifts will fructify in your souls, and lead you 
to the possession of him in the mansions of 
eternal bliss. 

Be earnest, therefore, my brethren. Suffer 
no time to be lost. Another twelve months 
of your lives is nearly elapsed. One year flies 
away after another, and you know not which 
will be your last. Be solicitous, therefore, in 
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this most important of all your concerns. Put 
that time to profit, which you have yet to come. 
Do penance for your past transgressions. Seek 
for knowledge, by attending to all public in* 
structions. Suffer not the world, nor private 
worldly concerns, to take off your attention 
from this great work. In a word, seek your 
own good : consult your own happiness : prefer 
the substance of happiness, which is to be 
found in the service of God, before the shadow, 
which alone is to he found in the service of the 
world : adhere closely to your own true Father 
and Friend, and renounce the devil, the world, 
and the flesh. Do this, and whatever difficul- 
ties you may have to encounter, you will easily 
overcome them : you will proceed in your ca- 
reer with joy : for, from the interior consola- 
tions that will be imparted to you, you will be 
convinced that the sufferings of this world are 
not worthy to be compared with the glory that 
shall be revealed in you, in the bosom of the 
Divinity, where a crown of justice is prepared 
for you, by Him, who alone is a just Judge. 
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ON THE BEGINNING OF THE NEW YEAH. 



The grace of God our Saciour hath appeared to all men f 
instructing vs that , denying ungodliness and worldly desires, 
we should lire soberly , and justly, and piously . 

Titus ii. 11, 1*2. 



This comprehensive ad- 
monition of the apostle, the church addresses 
to us, on day, to remind us of the great 
object of the incarnation of the Son of God; — 
to admonish us of the great duties; which every 
Christian is commanded to perform ; — and to 
encourage us to begin the new year. with re- 
newed fervour, and with redoubled diligence. 

The old year is now no more. This old year, 
which, perhaps^iimes back, the time whew 1 
was iirst introduced to your notice, the greater 
number of you looked forward to as to a time, 
which they would probably never see, is now no 
more. It is come, and it is gone. 

ifi n damn? You, however, still live. 
But how long will this life last ? Will it last 
another twelve months ? This is as totally un- 
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known to yon, as it was to those, whom I 
addressed on this day last year, and who are 
now no more. Had I received an intimation ' 
who were the individuals of this congregation, 
who were to hear the awful summons to appear 
before their Judged and they believed that my 
foreknowledge waslfrom above, they would have 
prepared themselves for the event with Christian 
piety and repentance.; Was I prepared on this 
occasion, to mark out £very individual amongst 
you, who have survived these many years, but 
who were to linish their moTtal course during 
the next twelve months, and was I authorized 
and inspired to say, who amongst you would 
die in the present month, in the month of 
February, March, April, and the other months 
of the present year, w hat impression would it 
make on your minds? — This foreknowledge, 
fee ffwu;4 fe w o t -pessaaau£.But this, 1 may 
say, judging from experience, that not one 
month of this year will pass but one or 

more of you who are now assembled before me-, 
will be summoned before your Judge, and hear 
the sentence which is to decide your eternal 
doom. None of you know to whom the sum-, 
mons will be sent. I myself am in an uncer- 
tainty as to my own lot. .< I may be of the num- 
ber, and before many months, or even weeks 
are elapsed, I may be the subject, if I have 
been deserving of them, of y6ur pious lamen*. 
tations. 

In this state of uncertainty, and ou t hia au* 

wa 
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"taainfr, what can I recommend to you more 
opportunely, than the words of my text? You 
have hitherto been spared. But your years roll 
rapidly on. They succeed each other, as night 
succeeds to day. And if this year is not to be 
your last, and you take not advantage of the 
admonitions that are now, WMLJbaBT hnna wiy 
fWV given to you, let that year come when it 
will, it will probably find you in the same, or 
more probably, in a worse state than iriPt you 
now are. 

Have you, therefore, hitherto lived soberly, 
and justly, and piously in this world, looking for 
the blessed hope, and coming of the great God, and 
our Saviour Jesus Christ? You will probably 
hesitate, before you make the assertion. But, 
in what have you been deficient ? This is a fit 
subject for our examination. ;.I will notTrecom-; 
mend an examination of all the years of your 
past lives. That would be unnecessary, forj 
many, I hope, have renounced the errors on 
their youth, and have bemm, at least, to serve| 
their God in sincerity anjh truth. I will take a 
review of the last year <mly, as being the best 
criterion of ascertainingjyour present state, and 
I will comprise in my examination, not indivi- j 
dual thoughts, words, or actions, but the general j 
* tenor .of your conduct, 4-how you have attended 
to the service of God, — how you have resisted 
temptation, — what passions you have subdued, 
—and what virtues you have acquired. These 
shall be the subjects of our examination. M 
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, review of this kind will be of service to you, 
for it will Show how matters stand between you 
and God. ' 

The graces and inspirations, which you have 
received during the course of this last year, are 
innumerable. The Almighty li m Pa mill ml ysu 
. in n pnrtimlnr Pi i rrutru i "has heaped upon 
you blessings, which he has refused to thou- 
sands of others, who, perhaps, were more de- 
serving in his sight, than you wSbs yaw— I sos. 
— He has watched over you with range than 
parental care.^He pointed out to you every f 
} precipice, into wnich you were in danger of l 
I falling. — He forewarned you of all the perils, \ 

I to which you have been exposed.' — He never \ 
i ceased to hold out His hand to uphold you in the j. 
! hour of distress .^He has marked out to you, in 
'the clearest manner, the path, in which you 
ought to walk, in order to secure your salva- 
tion. — He has, hy . < h a mini a try. e f you> p a s tsw , 
imparted to you a competent knowledge of his 
holy laws : — he has importuned you to observe 
them faithfully : — he has reproved you, when 
you have suffered sloth, or indifference, or 
weakness to prevail over you, and lead you 
into sin. 

These have been the effects of his paternal 
care and love for you, during the course of this 
last year. And in what manner have you cor- 
responded with these his blessings? fit was 

I your duty to attend to his inspirations] and to 
acknowledge his blessings with the deepest sen-y 
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timents of gratitude. You ought to have felt a 
holy hunger and thirst after his justice, and the 
fulfilment of his holy will. You ought to have 
put every thing to profit, and to have advanced 
daily in wisdom, in goodness, and in justice. — 
At the time-, that he sent his ministers to im- 
part his lifVgiving word to your souls, he 
admonished y6u of the obligation of attending 
to it. He expre&^ly declared, that they were 
not blessed who merely heard the word of God, 
but that they were biased who heard the word 
of God and kept it. Hd-gave you to understand 
that you were to bring forth fruit, and that that 
fruit was to be a hundred fold. He admonished 
you of the danger of suffering the thorns and 
briars, the cares and solicitudes of this world 
to choke the divine seed, and prevent you from 
bringing forth fruit in due sed$on. — Now, in 
what manner have you corresponded with these : 
blessings during this last year ? , Ilaive you fol- 
lowed the inspirations, and put to profit the 
instructions imparted to you, in tlio mna«rr 
i iMyht ? Have you brought forth fruit 
to the extent required of you? — How few are 
there amongst you, my brethren, who can reply 
in the affirmative to these questions! The 
greater number, I fear, so far from regulating 
their conduct according to the model set before 
them, paid little or no attention to the voice of 
God-U Wo amongst you, for example, can ealT" 
to mind the substance of the instructions which : 
you received on Sunday last? or, who amongst 
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yOa^has once, thought of putting in practice the 
lessons delivered to you on that occasion ?— Oh! 
iny brethren, remember that the word of God is-, 
a blessing ; and that, if that blessing be not 1 
put to a good use, it is abused; and that, for 
every time you are guilty of this abuse, you 
wi ll be called to a strict account/ ^ Remember, 
that the servant, who is frequently reminded by 
his master of the duties which he is to per- 
form, and is frequently admonished of the 
faults, which he has committed, and yet, con- 
tinues on in the same course, paying no atten- 
tion whatever to his master's words, remember, 
I say, that that servant shall be punished with 
many stripeg^Tts the scriptures declare, (Lulce 
I x iLX a wl. #iall forfeit the title of being a faithful 
servant — the only title^oa. which he cqitput in 
Jjjj s elfrhn to an immortal crown . +- Exam ine 
Y] yourselves, my brethren, on this important 
'point. See what have been the deficiencies 
during the last twelve months, and by an in- 
crease of fervour and diligence, endeavour to 
make better use of the blessings and inspira- 
tions of God, during this present year. 

In the second place, my brethren, grace was 
given to you, during the last year, to resist the 
. temptations, suggested to your minds by the 
Devil, the World, and the Flesh, and it w r as the 
will of your Lord and Master that you should 
correspond with those graces. It was his will 
•that you should resist every temptation. It 
was his will that you should crucify the flesh 
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with its vices and concupiscences. It was hisg 
win'tKat you shoul^ renounce lhe old man, andV 
put on the new ; that you should purge out the ] 
old leaven, and become a new paste, feasting \ 
on the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth; \ 
(1 Cor. v.) It was his will that you should have ] 
done what was necessary to make your calling J 
and election sure.— * — In what manner have you 
complied witff the will of God in these respects? 
Have you diminished the treasure of wrath, 
which you had accumulated by your sins, during 
the preceding years of your life? or have you 
added to it ? Have you -overcome any of your 
pasmenad Have you renounced any of your 
vicious habits ? Have you weakened any of the 
ties, which bound you down to the false plea- 
sures, and deceitful enjoyments of this misera- 
ble world ? Are you, in a word, less enslaved 
to the devil, and to your inordinate inclinations 
NaialMftpeiw, than you were this time last year? 

Ah! my brethren, if the accumulation of 

the treasure of wrath be not greatly diminished 
during the last year, what are you to expect for 
the future? You have no reason to look for 
greater graces this year than you received dur- 
ing the last. You have no reason to suppose 
that your temptations will be less violent or less 
numerous, nor that you will experience fewer 
obstacles, or less difficulties in taking up your 
cross, than wfcai you experienced last year. 
And if you do not take the resolution, once for 
all, to begin a new course of life, and to make 
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satisfaction for the past, what will be the con- 
sequences ? If this year is to be spent as the 
preceding years have been, what will be the 
end at last? Will not every year, until the last 
year arrives, be the same? And, if this is to 
be the case, by what means is the accumulated 
treasure of wrath to be done away ? When is 
it that you are to bring forth fruits worthy of 
penance? How is it that you are to prove 
yourselves deserving of an eternal reward? 
How is it that you are to show forth, that you 
lived in Christ, and that Christ lived in you? 

'' — — - - ■ OhT"my Frethren, if you value the salva- \ 
tion of your souls, time is not to be let slip in 
this manner. Year after year, and nothing 
done, is not the way to lay up treasures in , 
heaven. You have,, probably, great debts to J 
the divine Justice standing against you. These j 
must be cancelled, before any thing like a ba- i 
lance can be found in your favour. If then, 1 
you continue on, year after year, adding to \ 
your debts, instead of liquidating them by \ 
sincere penance, and turning from the evil of 
your ways, how is it that you are to manage to 
pay your whole debt, and to accumulate a suffi- 
j cient treasure for eternity, when the great ac- 

; counting day is at hand ? When you see a 

j young man spending the most valuable, and ! 
j active part of his life, in one continued round of j 
| idle amusements, and wasteful extravagance, | 
\ knowing that his capital is gone, and that his j 
j debts are daily encreasing, what are your fore- / 
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fadings concerning his future lot? Does the. 
ide#. ever enter your mind, allowing «that his 
creators will have patience with him, that, 
when '.the time is arrived when infirmities will 
not ali^w him to work, and payment is de- 
manded, "he will then be enabled, by unforeseen 
circumstances, to collect in a moment, sufficient 
to discharge'll! his debts, and to have a suffici- 
ency remainihg for his future support? Such 
an idea would b\the farthest from your thoughts. 
— Apply this cahe to yourselves in a spiritual 
point of view, ancbytake advantage of the time 
of health and strength, to discharge the debts, '■ 
which you owe to the divine Justice, by renoun- ; 
i cing your evil deeds, Wd by bringing forth j 

I fruUa worthy of penauge, * 

In fhe^tHird place, look back, my brethren, 
and calculate the progress in virtue, which you 
have made, during this last year. You have 
received many graces from God, not only to 
avoid evil, but to do good. God has entrusted 
talents to you; and it has been his will, not 
only that you should keep these talents whole, 
but that you shoulcLfeawe put them to profit, and 
gained other talents. Probably, there were 
many virtues, which he intended that you 
should have acquired during this last year, 
many good works which you ought to have ‘ 
performed. Sufficient grace was given to you 
to produce these effects. And if these effects 
have not been produced, may it not be said 
that the fault is your own? and that you have 
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abused, and squandered away these invaluable 
gifts ? 

But, whether or not it was intended that you 
should acquire any new virtue, at least grace 
was given to you to advance in those virtues, 
which you already possessed. Grace was given 
to you to become more humble, more meek, 
more chaste, more temperate, more mortified, 
more fervent, and more attentive to religious 
duties. Grace was given to you to advance in 
the love of God, and in the love of your neigh- 
bour. Graces were certainly given to you for 
these purposes; and if you have not put them 
to profit, you have not been good servants to the 
extent required. And if you do not repair the 
deficiency by redoubled diligence for the future, 
will you not be found wanting, when you are 
summoned to give in your accounts ? 

Oh! my brethren, ponder at leisure on these ) 
important ‘ subjects. I have not called your ! 
attention to the individual thoughts, words, > 
actions, or omissions, which have filled up the ’• 
space of your time, during the last year; I have ; 
referred only to a general review of your con- ■ 
duct. And yet, what subject is there for alarm ! j 
What powerful reasons are there to apprehend 
that all would, not be well with you, were your ! 
salvation to depend en the performances of this i 
last year! How truly may it be said, that you / 

have not lived as you would wish to die! . 

For my own part, the terrible account, which I ! 
shall have to give, fills me with dismay. I 



Digitized by v^.ooQle 




92 



NEW YEAR’S DAY. 



know not one half of my transgressions, nor 
the enormity of them. Neither do' I knoy 4riie 
half of the responsibility I have incurred' by the 
graces which I have received* ''hhd have ne- 
glected. All that I know - 'is, that the great 
Judge will judge justice itself: and how shall 
I be able 4<>"Sf and ! My God, have mercy on 
me, .-when thou coinest at the last day. 

TVIy brethren, let it be your determination to 
set your house in order without delay. Live 
henceforward, as you will wish to have lived, 
when your last hour is come. The mercies of 
the Lord have spared you, during this last year, 
whilst thousands of others have . been cut off, 
and many of them in their sins. He has brought 
you to the .beginning of this new year. He is 
willing to manure the vineyard, of your souls 
once more, with his holy word, his sacraments, 
and his graces ; hoping that, now at least, you 

will begin to bring forth fruit in due season. - 

Refuse no longer, to correspond with his holy 
will. Cast off the works of darkness, and put 
on the armour of light. . This, perhaps, is the 
last time that he will favour you with his mer- 
cies. Your lives, in all probability, will be 
much shorter than you are willing., to ij&agipe^ 
Look round and see, which of your relatives A 
and acquaintance have been taken off by death ' 

. during the last twelve months. Did any of them 
{ calculate that their time was to be so short, 

‘ when the last year commenced ? Did they not j 
; all look forward to length of days, with as • 
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/ much reason, as you now do yourselves ? 

/ Nevertheless, the thread of their mortality 1ms 
< been cu t, and they are now corrupting in their 
^ grave s^ ^'UefoTd* if Rod 

preserve, my health, I shall be called to the 
death-bed of many of you, who are now as- 
sembled to hear my words. I shall have, to 
administer to you the last consoling rites of our 
holy religion, to hear your last sigh, and to, see 
you give up the ghost. Oh! if 1 could, as I 
re am le a d * j w llu. byginai tU B afrd n ii wili s o o oac , 
point, out by name every individual, "whom 1 
shall have to attend in this manner, what im- 
pression would it make, not only on the munis 
of the devoted victims, but on the minds iaf 
every one of you ! And ought .it to make less 
impression because the names of the victims 
are concealed! You all know that the sentence 
of death will be executed upon several here 
present, before the conclusion of this year; and 
not one of you can say that he will not be of the 
number. And can you go on unconcernedly, 
as if all was secure? You know not but that 
your bodies will be reduced to a mass of cor- 
ruption, and the irrevocable sentence for eter- 
nity be passed upon you before the conclusion 
of the year, and can you still be in love with 
vanity, and court iniquity? 

Oh! what is this world, my brethren! what 
are its pleasures, its riches, its follies, if they 
are so soon to be parted with, and to be so 
dearly paid for ! How senseless must be the 
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men, who set their hearts upon them, and, for 
their sake, expose themselves to the danger of 
losing their God, and their all, for an eternity l 
My brethren, let us be more wise. Let us 
begin in good earnest to love God with our 
whole hearts .^fcet~'u5~ despise all that passe^ 
with time^md adhere to God alone, who is) 
; eternal^ Let us deny ungodliness, and worldly 
desires , and live henceforward, soberly, and justly, 
and piously. Let us endeavour to - be al w ay s 
propared fo^ o ur dop asta to hcnec . Let us wait 
for the coming of the Lord, with our loins girt, 

and with lamps burning in our hands. Then, 

we shall be ready to open to him, immediately, 
when he cometh and knocketh: and he, in 
return, will cause us to sit down at his table, 
and passing will minister to us of all the good 
things, which he has prepared for his faithful 
servants in a happy eternity. 
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Behold there came wise men from the East , saying : Where is 
he that is horn King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in, 
the East , and have come to adore him Matt. ii. 2. 



Of all the benefits, which 
the munificent hand of our Creator ha3 im- 
parted to us, the first in rank is the manifesta- 
tion of his divinity, or the knowledge of himself. 
Creation itself is not to be compared with it. 
For, what benefit would it have been to enjoy 
existence, and not enjoy the means of prepar- 
ing our souls for heaven? — Until the time of the 
incarnation of our Lord and Saviour, this super- 
eminent gift was imparted to one only nation— 
the Jews. All other nations were sitting in 
darkness, and in the shades of death. Blind- 
ness and reprobation were entailed from one 
generation to another, from one age to another, 
with a multiplied encrease of misery, folly, and 
superstition. 

At length, the time of mercy came; the 
moment arrived, when this benefit was to be 
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imparted to all the nations of the universe. 
The Prince of peace, the Desired of all nations 
came down from heaven, and was born in Beth- 
lehem of Juda. A bright luminary was fixed 
in the heavens to convey the happy tidings to 
the nations afar off, and to draw to the crib the 
first fruits of the Gentiles. The signal, proba- 
bly, was not understood by the multitude. Of 
those, who did understand its meaning, three 
only were . found who had courage and faith 
sufficient to induce them to leave their country, 
and friends, and to go in search of him, in 
whom the Gentiles were to hope, and who was 
to be their salvation and deliverance. It was 
on this day, that these three, who are generally 
called Kings, or Wise Men, arrived at Bethle- 
hem to pay their homage, and present their 
gifts to the Messiah. 

The Church, always solicitous that her chil- 
dren should express their gratitude to God for 
every blessing, has set apart this day to be 
employed in thanksgiving for this gracious 
manifestation of the light of faith to the Gen- 
tiles; and she invites us to join with the Wise- 
men, and to present ourselves in spirit before 
the crib of Bethlehem, for the purpose of pay- 
ing our homage to our new-born King, and 

offering our gifts. This may properly be 

called the Christmas day of the Gentiles. It has 
always been celebrated by the Church of God 
with the greatest solemnity, and has always 
been considered as one of the principal festi- 
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vals of the year. A few remarks on the 

example of the Wise Men, as recorded in the 
gospel, will afford an instructive lesson, and 
teach you how to sanctify this great day in a 
manner worthy of Christians. 

The. Wise Men were inhabitants of some 
country to the east of Judea, probably of Ara- 
bia. They were distinguished amongst their 
countrymen for wisdom and learning. From 
the tradition of their forefathers, probably de- 
rived from the prophecy of Balaam, they seem 
to have learned that a great king was to be 
born, and that the birth of this great king was 
to be signalized by the appearance of an extra- 
ordinary star. With respect to their religious 
opinions, they probably were buried in the su- 
perstition and idolatry of their native country. 
They, perhaps, had never acknowledged, nor 
ever adored any other deity than the sun, moon, 
stars, or other inferior creatures. Neverthe- 

less, although labouring under these disadvan- 
tages, no sooner did the extraordinary star 
appear, but they arose without delay. They 
wished for knowledge, and they sought after it. 
They loved the truth, and they found it. The 
prospect neither of difficulties or dangers made 
any impression on them. They arose, regard- 
less alike of the censures of the unwise, and of 
the uncertainty of success, and proceeded in 
quest of the new-born king, in hopes of being 
able to pay their homage to him. 

- Here, my > brethren, is an example, which 
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loudly condemns the tepidity of the slothful 
Christian. You are not labouring under the 
disadvantages as were the Wise Men. You 
were never buried in the shades of idolatry. 
The names of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, have 
been familiar to you from your infancy. You 
do not follow the faint glimmerings of a star: 
the Sun of Justice itself has always shone upon 
you in meridian splendor.— The advantages, 
which you enjoy, are greater than were enjoyed 
either by Jew or Gentile. You are fully ac- 
quainted with the mysteries of your redemption. 
You are encouraged to correspond with the 
gracious calls of heaven, by the examples of 
infinite numbers of holy martyrs and confessors 
in all ages, in all states fend conditions. The 
Voice of the church and her ministers continu- 
ally exhorts you to forsake the husks of swine, 
and to seek after the embraces of your divine 
Jesus. They clearly point out to you the road, 
which leads to the throne of this great King. 
They declare to you that punishments without 
end and without measure, are reserved in store 
for those, who will not follow the light of heaven : 
and that rewards, far beyond all that is possible 
for the heart of man to conceive, are prepared 
for those, who live justly and piously, and per- 
severe to the end. In addition to these 

external encouragements, you are interiorly 
invited to a holy life by the secret inspirations 
of God in your souls, and you are deterred from 
vice by the stings of conscience, and by the 
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horrors, of remorse. These, my brethren, are 
advantages, to which the Wise Men were stran- 
gers. And in what manner do you correspond 
with them ? St. Maximus, a holy bishop, for- 
merly reproached the Jews in these words : 
“ A prophet speaks to the Jews, and he is not 
heard : to the Wise Men a silent star appears, 
and it convinces. Literally are the words of 
Isaiah (lii. 15.) accomplished : they to whom it 
was not told of him have seen, and they that have 
not heard have believed. Chaldea exulted at the 
birth of Christ : Jerusalem is troubled.” But, 
my brethren, if we look into the Christian world, 
with how much greater reason may these re. 
proaches be made to those, who profess to be 
followers of the light! Christ himself speaks 
to Christians : all ages, all nations, all states, 
all every thing, speak to Christians, and they are 
not heard. The spirit of true piety is almost 
unknown. The way of the cross is almost 
forsaken. — Oh! my brethren, be more attentive 
to the calls of heaven. Arise without delay. 
Follow the light which is placed before you. 
Hasten to the crib of your infant Saviour ; and 
there pour forth your souls before him in acts 
of unfeigned sorrow for your past disloyalties, 
and in protestations of fidelity for the time to 
come. 

But to return to the Wise Men. They left 
their native country : they left their family and 
kindred : they undertook a long and painful 
journey, not knowing when, or where it would 

o 2 
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end. They were not disheartened When they 
found that Herod and his court were ignorant 
of the Saviour’s birth. They persevered in 
their search. Their courage was rewarded; the 
heavenly messenger again appeared to them, 
and conducted them to the crib of Jesus. 

Here, my brethren, is another plentiful source 
of instruction. What is your courage and per- 
severance ? Are you resolved to seek the 
truth, whatever -it may cost? Are you deter- 
mined to conquer every difficulty, and to make 
•every sacrifice in order to prove yourselves 
faithful followers of the great Messiah? — — 
Alas ! how often do we hear the worldly minded, 
and the pusillanimous exclaim: “ How can I 
deprive myself of my accustomed' pleasures and 
amusements ? How can I force myself to feel 
a relish for prayer and other spiritual duties, 
and prefer them to the joys which surround 
me? How can I take up my cross, and court 
, self-denials ? How is it possible that I should 
fulfil all the duties, which the gospel enjoins? 

These things are above my strength.” How 

often, my brethren, do we hear language simi- 
lar to this ! But, how loudly is such pusillani- 
mity condemned by the conduct of the Wise 
Men! How contrary is it to the spirit, which 
ought to animate the soul of every Christian ! 
Did they but seriously consider the state in 
which they are: were they but feelingly con- 
vinced that they were here in a state of bond- 
age, in a foreign land, at an immense distance 

^ j 
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from their tnie country, the land of promise, 
how eager would they be to obtain a reversion 
of their sentence, and to return from exile? 
And were they to be informed that that sen- 
tence was reversed, and that they were at 
liberty to return to their native land, how cou- 
rageously would they encounter every danger, 
and surmount every difficulty! — What are the 
feelings, what is the conduct of the worldling, 
whose crimes against the state have caused him 
to be confined, for an indefinite length of time, 
in a dungeon, secluded entirely from his family 
and friends ? He spends his days in mourning 
and sorrow. He sighs only for his deliverance. 
When the happy tidings are announced to him 
that his captivity is at an end, his sorrows 
disappear : his grief is changed into gladness, 
and his sighs into exultations. His recent suf- 
ferings are forgotten, and his soul overflows 
with joy at the near prospect of being restored 
to every thing that was dear and valuable to 

him in life. Ah ! my brethren, were you as 

solicitous to return to your true country, as the 
worldling to the bosom of his family, your joy 
would not be less than his, nor would your 
labours be less agreeable. You would not 
complain of little inconveniences, self-denials, 
or the like. You would not suffer trifling 
enjoyments, or the depraved inclinations of cor- 
rupt nature to occupy your attention. You 
would not say: “ Why should I refuse myself 
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the amusements, which my means allow me to 
enjoy?” Your only enquiry would be, whether 
such or such an act of self-denial, whether the 
compliance with such or such a duty, would 
contribute to forward you towards heaven.-' — - 
Oh! where is your faith? where is your love 
either of God, or of your own souls? Had the 
Wise Men listened to the voice of slothful 
nature, and suffered difficulties to retard their 
journey, they would probably have been left in 
the darkness of idolatry, and have perished 
eternally. If you are retained by difficulties 
or dangers, you, notwithstanding your boasted 
light of Christianity, will be deserted by God, 
and permitted to sink into that dreadful preci- 
pice, where no order but universal horror dwell- 
eth. 

The Wise Men, having at length overcome 
every difficulty, arrived at Bethlehem. Here, 
my brethren, examine their conduct, and imi- 
tate their example. — They entered the house 
where the child was, and falling down they adored 
him,: and opening their treasures, they offered him 
gifts, gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Oh! with 
what devotion did they offer their hearts to 
their infant Saviour! With what love did they 
fix their eyes on him! With what profound 
respect did they adore him! Examine their 
behaviour, I say, examine the nature of their 
gifts, and see whether, under like circumstan- 
ces, you act in like manner. You frequently 



Digitized by v^.ooQle 




EPIPHANY. 



103 



enter the house, where your Saviour resides by 
his particular presence. You frequently fall 
down on your knees before him. You. fre- 
quently profess to offer him gifts. But in what 
manner is it that you present yourselves before 
him? and what is the real value of the gifts 
which you offer? Were we to judge from the 
manner, and from the general conduct of great 
numbers amongst you, we should not be war- 
ranted in forming a very favourable opinion. 
Many there are who seem to dislike the house 
of God. Instead of rejoicing with exceeding 
great joy, they seem to grieve, they delay enter- 
ing into his house till the very last moment : 
they come as late as they can, and depart as 
soon as they can. The house of God has no 
attractions for them: and we might almost say, 
that, were it not for a positive command, under 
pain of punishment hereafter, they would sel- 
dom or never pass the threshold. Such decla- 
rations are painful to be made. But, to judge 
from appearances, such declarations may be 
made, and certainly would be made by those of 
the zealous sectarists, who, with perfect readi- 
ness and joy, attend their place of worship, 
three or four times on a Sunday, and each time 
are there before the service begins. Oh! that 
all the followers of the true faith were as scru- 
pulously exact. I fear that the disciples of 
Wesley and Calvin will one day rise up in judg- 
ment against them. 
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After you have entered the house of God, ih 
what manner is it that you adore your Lord and 
Saviour ? I hope that little fault is to be found 
with your exterior conduct. You seem to offer 
up your prayers with devotion. You listen to 
his holy word with attention. You seem to 
adore him with sincerity and awe. But what is 
the nature of the gifts which you offer him ? 
Are they of intrinsic value? or, are they only 
counterfeit? In respect to these, you must each 
of you judge for himself. The Wise Men of- 
fered to him gold, frankincense, and myrrh : and 
these gifts are descriptive of the gifts which you 
yourselves are expected to offer to him. By 
frankincense is denoted prayer; by myrrh the 
spirit of mortification, and by gold the spirit of 
charity as it relates both to God and your neigh- 
bour. — —First, as to your prayers. Bo your 
prayers consist in fervent evaporations of your 
souls to God? or, are they only the dull perusal 
of the prayers in your books, repeated without 
attention, without fervour, without care, with- 
out thought, without understanding ? Are you 
struck with reverential awe in the presence of 
the Deity? are you annihilated, as it were, in 
the sight of the Lamb of God, and of all liis 
heavenly host? Or, are you cold and indifferent 
as to his presence? Judge for yourselves in 
this point: and then you may determine the. 

value of your first offering. The myrrh. of 

mortification and self-denial is the second gift : 
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and this is an offering, which you must have 
prepared beforehand. What acts, therefore, of 
this kind hare you to offer, when you present 
yourselves before him ? Have you been guided 
in general by the spirit of penance, or by the 
spirit of self-love? Have you denied yourselves 
in any of the inclinations, which you were dis- 
posed to follow ? Have you endured, with 
patience and resignation, the involuntary mor- 
tifications and afflictions, which your tender 
Father has sent you for your greater good? 
Have you any thing to offer him, worthy of his 
acceptance, in either of these respects? These 
are offerings, my brethren, which are most ac- 
ceptable to your Saviour, because they are 
offerings, which consist in the sacrifice of your 
own will, and cause you to resemble him, who 
had no other will than the will of his Father, 
and who became obedient unto death, even the 

death of the cross. The third offering is gold , 

or charity as regards both God and your neigh- 
bour. As to the first, you probably think that 
you love God. But it is easy for a person to 
deceive himself, in this particular. You do not 
loVe God, at least, you do not love him as 
you ought, if you do not love him in preference 
to every thing else. You do not love him, if 
you continue to offend him, or if you do not 
labour with earnestness to avoid sin. You do 
not love him, if you do not endeavour to make 
yourselves more and more acceptable to him by 
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advancing daily in virtue, or if yon do not pre- 
fer the enjoyments of his kingdom before the 
transitory pleasures of the earth. Examine, 
therefore, the nature of your love of God; and 
if you perceive that it is faulty in any of these 
points, depend upon it that your gold is not 
sterling in his sight, and that it is not an offer- 
ing which will be acceptable in his sight. — As 
to the love of your neighbour, what offering 
have you to make of this kind? Oh! of all 
the virtues enjoined by the gospel, there is pro- 
bably not one which is practised without blame 
so seldom as this. 1 have frequently described 
to you the qualities, and the extent of this vir- 
tue, and I shall leave you to judge whether your 
offering is such as to authorize you to suppose 
that it will be acceptable in the sight of Clod. 

Look, therefore, seriously into the state of 
your souls. If you perceive that you have not 
hitherto walked in the footsteps of the Wise 
Men, begin now at least. Your Judge has al- 
lowed you to begin a new year. Spend it better 
than you have done the last. Your God is now 
to you a God of mercy and love. But he will 
not be so always. Hereafter, he will be a God 
of justice, strong and mighty. Despise not his 
mercy now, if you wish to avoid his anger when 
time shall be no more. Shut not your ears to 
his calls now, if you wish not to be rebuked in 
his indignation, and chastised in his wrath. 
Begin in earnest. His friendship, and his 
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graces will encrease in proportion to your ad- 
vancement in virtue: and if nothing has been 
wanting on your part to sanctify your souls, at 
that awful day, when you shall be summoned 
to appear before him in his kingdom, he will 
not put on the terrors of his judgments, but he 
will appear before you clothed in the robes of 
gladness, and will welcome you to his embraces 
for ever. 
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ON THE OBLIGATION, AND MANNER OF OBSERV- 
ING THE HOLIDAYS OF THE CHURCH. 



When Jesus was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem 
according to the custom of the feast Luke ii. 42 . 



F rom the words of my « 
text, my brethren, it appears that the parents 
of our blessed Lord went up every year to Je- 
rusalem to celebrate the solemn festivals of the 
law. It appears, likewise, that their pious 
attention to this observance did not distinguish 
them from the rest of the people : it was the 
custom of the feast ; and they were accompa- 
nied by a great crowd of kindred and acquaint- 
ance. 

The festivals of the old law were many in 
number, and it was the general custom 4jf the 
Jews to go to Jerusalem, and solemnize them 
in the temple by sacrifices and prayer. Some 
of these festivals were instituted by the express 
orders of God himself : and others were ap- 
pointed by the authority of the high-priest and 
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council. These festival days, are no longer in 
force. They were abolished at the time that 
the old law was abrogated. A new order of 
things has taken place. New mysteries have 
been manifested to us : new events have taken 
place ; and,new festivals have been appointed, 
to commemorate the great and glorious things 
which have been wrought for our redemption. 
The obligation of observing these festivals of 
the new law, is as binding on Christians, as 
that of observing the festivals of the old law 
was binding on the Jews. Both the one and 
the other proceed from the same authority, 
namely, either immediately from the com- 
mand of God, or from the injunction of those, 
whom God has placed over his people, and of 
whom he says : he that heareth you, heareth me ; 
and he that despiseth you, despisetli me. (Luke x.) 

A few reflections on this subject will not be 

unworthy of your attention, particularly at tins' 
time, when the commemoration of so many 
mysteries has occupied your pious thoughts 
during the late festivals. 

The principal festivals of the Catholic Reli- 
gion are of the highest antiquity in the Church. 
They were observed by the Apostles, or by the 
immediate successors of the Apostles. In the 
beginning, probably, there was no positive in- 
junction issued by the Apostles, or their suc- 
cessors, to enforce the obligation of observing 
them. There was no need of such a command. 
The faithful were then animated with one heart 
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and one mind. Their piety was enlightened, 
and their love of God fervent and enoreasing. 
Their principal delight was to recall to mind 
the words of their dear Lord, to dwell with rap- 
tures on the wonders of his love, and to comme- 
morate annually the chief mysteries of their 
redemption, on the days on which they were 

wrought. {In the same manner, but with 

J more exalted motives, as the fond mother com- 
| memorates the birth, or other memorable oc- 
■ currences in the life of a darling child, the pri- 
| native Christians commemorated the principal 
iievents^ of their Saviour’s life. ' And their com- 
memoration of them consisted, not merely in 
noting the day, but in devoting the day to the 
pious exercises of religion, attending the holy 
sacrifice, partaking of the bread of life in the 
blessed sacrament, and pouring forth their souls 
in acts of thanksgiving and love, in the general 
assembly of the faithful. The general custom 
at length became law : and, in process of time, 
in order to prevent the decay of morals from 
weakening this law, a positive command was 
issued by the Church, to enforce the observance 
of it, under the penalty of sin. Thus has 
the obligation of observing the festivals been 
handed down to us, who live in these latter 
times. There are some festivals, indeed, of a 
later date : but similar motives, which gave rise 
to the first, gave rise to these also: and the. 
same authority enjoins us to pay attention to 
them. . 
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Prom the beginning, therefore, of the Chris- 
tian Church, festivals have been observed : and 
from the time that the general custom had 
passed into a law, the obligation of observing 
diem had been binding under sin. 

Rut how are they to be observed ? With the 
same solemnity, with the same exercises of 
piety, and the same rest from labour, ^as the N > 
Sundays. The Church makes no distinction 
between them : and in catholic countries, no 
distinction is made by the faithful, except that 
the festivals are observed by them, as Christmas 
day is observed here, with greater solemnity, 
and more general frequentation of the sacra- 
ments, than the Sundays are. 

It is the duty of the Catholics of this country, 
to do the same, and to see that all under their 
charge, as far as circumstances will allow, have 
liberty in that respect. The law is the law, and 
the obligation of observing it cannot be dis- 
pensed with in favour of any individual by any 
other authority than by that which passed the 
law, and commanded its observance. 

There are many in these latter times, — times, 
when, as the Apostle foretold, (2 Tim. iv.) re- 
ligious innovations and laxity of morals were to 
be at their utmost point, who say that the ob- 
servance of festival days is superfluous, or even 
superstitious, or at best, that it is injurious to 
the common concerns of mankind ; knowing, at 
the s^me time, that more days are spent in 
luxury and drunkenness by these very men. 
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than the church requires to be devoted to works 
of piety. 

Nothing, my brethren, is superfluous or su- 
perstitious, which tends to encrease the growth 
of genuine piety in our hearts, or which is an 
act of gratitude to God for benefits received. 
The observance of the festivals tends to both 
these objects. It tends to encrease the growth, 
of piety, and to call forth our gratitude, by fix- 
ing our particular attention, at stated times, 
on the most extraordinary events of our Savi- 
our’s life, and on the wonders of his love. For, 
where is the Christian, — the Christian, I mean, 
who by sincere piety is entitled to that vene- 
rable name, — where is the Christian, who can 
fix his thoughts on any of the mysteries, >yhich 
his Saviour has wrought for his redemption, 
and not feel the sensations of gratitude and love 
arising in his breast 1 Where is the Christian, 
who, on these solemn days, can enter into the 
assembly of the faithful, and behold multitudes 
of his fellow-creatures prostrate before the 
altar, and uniting in the great sacrifice of pro- 
pitiation, which is offered up in thanksgiving 
for the signal blessings purchased for us by an 
incarnate Jesus, and not feel a glow of divine 
love in the interior of his soul ? No : my bre- 
thren, such recollections, such scenes must 
have their effect. None but the hardened, and 

the obdurately impenitent, can resist them. 

These observances, therefore, are not superflu- 
ous. Only let the benefits, which the pious 
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Christian receives from them, be duly weighed, 
and it will be acknowledged, that the festivals 
form an important part of the exercises of devo- 
tion. The true disciple of Jesus enters into the 
views of the church in the celebration of every 
solemnity. He is well convinced, that it is his 
duty to endeavour daily to love his God more 
and more, and to serve him with greater and 
greater fidelity. He is aware that, to entertain 
the idea, that he has arrived to as great a state 
of perfection as God wills him to do, is a certain 
sign that he is deficient either in the know- 
ledge, or in the performance of his essential 
duties. He knows this ; and in consequence 
of this knowledge, he is eager to seize every 
occasion to animate himself to greater exerti- 
ons, and to advance with more rapid strides to- 
wards the mark that is set before him. Every 
solemn festival he spends in serious meditation 
on the subject of it. At the annual commemo- 
ration of the birth of Christ, his mind is ab- 
sorpt in the consideration of the wonderful love 
of God for man, which induced him to humble 
himself so low, as to appear amongst us in the 
form of an helpless infant. He considers his 
poverty : he considers his sufferings : he con-; 
aiders his abandonment in that tender state, 
and excites himself to submissive patience, 
to humility, and to acts of thanksgiving and 
love, by the contemplation of the heavenly 

Model, which is placed before him. On the 

festival of the Circumcision , he seems to behold 
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the sufferings of liis infant Jesus,— his body 
bathed in blood, — his tears trickling down his 
tender cheeks ; and his heart melts at the 

sight. On the Epiphany, he is reminded of 

the infinite mercies of his Lim'd, who, on that 
day, manifested himself to the nations of the 
earth, and gave them, as it were, a solemn 
pledge that the merits, winch he was about to 
purchase with his blood, should be imparted to 
all tribes, and nations, and peoples, and tongues, 

even to the uttermost bounds of the earth. 

At the solemn Commemoration of his Passion and 
Death on the cross, he beholds the completion 
of the great mystery of love, — the redemption of 
man, and his heart is agitated by two opposite 
feelings, — of confusion for his past disloyalties 
and ingratitude, which have cost so great a 
price, — and of the sweetest love for a God, who 
did not hesitate to submit, in his human nature, 
to the most excruciating death, in order to save 

him from the wrath to come. On the festival 

of the Resurrection, he beholds w ith joy his 
Lord triumphant over death ; he beholds the 
gates of heaven thrown open to receive him ; 
and he beholds every obstacle to his salvation 
removed, except those which depend on his own 

exertions. On the festival of the Ascension, 

he beholds his Saviour leading captivity cap- 
tive, and ascending to take possession of those 
mansions of eternal bliss, which his blood had 
purchased, and to prepare a place for him in the 
bosom of his Father. On the festival of 
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Pentecost, he meditates on the invaluable, and 
ineffable blessings, which the Spirit of God has 
poured forth on the human race, and which he 

is ready to pour forth on him individually. 

On the festival of Corptis Christi, his soul is en- 
raptured with love at the contemplation of that 
inexpressible mystery of love, that invaluable 
treasure, the body and blood of his Lord, which 
is bequeathed to him in the holy Sacrament of 
the Altar.— — At the solemn festivals of the 
Saints , he beholds models of Christian perfecti- 
on placed before his eyes ; and he feels within 
himself an encreased ardour to walk in their 
footsteps, in hopes of partaking of their re- 
wards. 

In meditations of this nature is the mind of 
the pious Christian employed on the annual 
commemoration of these mysteries of our reli- 
gion. And will any one say that they are not 
calculated to make serious impressions, and pro- 
duce the most beneficial effects ? Whether 

or not these effects are actually produced in the 
minds of all Christians, by means of the festi- 
vals, is foreign to our question. There are too 
many, I readily acknowledge, who seldom re- 
flect seriously on the mysteries of their redemp- 
tion : and there are too many, I agnin acknow- 
ledge, who can and do reflect on them, and yet, 
although they are convinced that they were 
wrought by an incarnate God out of love for 
them, can reflect on them without feeling the 
least war th of divine love arising in their 

u 2 
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breasts, or offering the least violence to them- 
selves, to prove that they are not ungrateful for 
such infinite blessings. — But, although there are 
many, whose hearts are callous in this manner, 
the means are calculated to produce the effects 
above described, when the heart is animated 
with the love of God, and the Christian is 
sincerely desirous of working out his salvation. 

The zealots of these times, who, as was fore- 
told by the Royal Prophet, (Ps. lxxiii.) have 
laboured to abolish all the festival days of the 
Lord from the earth , piously pretend that the 
soul ought to be employed daily in meditation, 
and in acts of thanksgiving for the great mys- 
teries of redemption, and that particular days, 
Set apart for particular mysteries, is contrary 
to the spirit of a Christian. That these myste- 
ries ought daily to occupy our attention, is very 
certain. But there are too many subjects for the 
employment of our pious thoughts in order to 
give them all due consideration. They must be di- 
vided. There must be a time for one, and a time 
for another. And this is arranged by the suc- 
cession of the different festivals throughout the 
year. 

There are others, whom I will not call pious 
zealots, but men zealously attached to the 
things of the world, who say that the observ- 
ance of festivals breaks in upon their business, 
is injurious to their interests, and is a loss of 
time. Were we made for this world only, or 
M ere our advancement in this w orld the princi- 
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pal object of our existence, such language as 
this would be perfectly consistent. But it so 
happens, that we were made for another, and 
better world ; and that our true interest consists 
in labouring earnestly for, and refusing no sa- 
crifice that will contribute to ensure to us a 
happy lot in that other world, towards which 
we are hastening. As for time, it is given us 
for the express purpose of preparing ourselves 
for eternity. The obligation of employing time 
in labouring for our daily bread, is a curse en- 
tailed on us by the sin of our first parents. That 
of employing time for the purchase of an eter- 
nal crown, is the most glorious privilege of 
sinful man. And shall any one seek excuse, 
for neglecting that which is his glory and his 
pride, for the purpose of attending to that, which 
is no other than a curse ? Oh ! how perversely 
must the mind of that man be disposed ! how 
inordinately must his affections be fixed on the 
perishable things of this world ! 

Perhaps, again, it may be asked, why can- 
not a Christian save his soul, without attending 
to these times and circumstances ? To the Ca- 
tholic I reply, that obedience to the laws of 
the church is a duty of essential importance. 
To others I say, that gratitude for blessings 
received, is an essential feature in the charac- 
ter of a good Christian. Now, were we all 
fully sensible of the blessings, which each of 
these mysteries has purchased for us, we should 
with one voice declare, that one day in the year 
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set apart to be spent in acts of gratitude and 
love for each of them, was nothing more than 
what was strictly just, and a duty on the' 
part of man : and that the man, who presumed 
to refuse to join in the solemn festival, was 
guilty of a gross violation of the laws of grati- 
tude, and was unworthy of the blessings which 
have been purchased for him. Yes, my bre- 
thren, gratitude enforces the obligation of ob- 
serving these days : and ingratitude charac- 
terizes the disposition of every one who refuses 
to attend to them. 

Be attentive, therefore, my brethren, to this 
part of your duty. From the slight attendance 
that there generally is in the house of God 
on these days, there is reason to believe 
that many of you are deficient. 1 am aware 
that there are numbers, who are obliged to be 
absent, on account of their engagements with 
masters, who acknowledge not the obligation of 
festivals.’Fof these a dispensation may be grant- 
ed,, provided that they engage to sanctify the 
day;- to the best of their power, when they are at 
work. — But there are many, who have not this 
reasonable plea,, and yet do not attend. Or, if 
they do condescend to hear mass, pay no more 
attention to the festival, during the remainder of 
the day, than if it were no festival at all.^C And 
cases have been known, when catholic masters 
have not only given full work to men of other 
religious persuasions, on those days, but have 
insisted that Catholics, who were in their em- 
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ploy, should devote the day to labour, scarcely 
allowing them one hour, for the purpose of 
hearing mass. Casual circumstances may, 
perhaps, for once plead a reasonable excuse for 
such conduct.^' But, when it degenerates into 
custom, nothing can excuse it. \ 

Suffer not, therefore, my brethren, every 
petty interest, every trifling hurry of business, 
or the examples of those, who belong not to the 
catholic faith, to keep you from an attentive 
performance of your duty on festivals. Follow 
the example of your Saviour, and his holy pa- 
rents, and walk in their footsteps. Seek the 
kingdom of God, and his justice, in the first 
place, and be assured that every thing beside 
will be given to you. The blessing of God will 
contribute more to your success, than all the 
labour which you can perforin when your duty 
forbids it. Let his love be the chief object of 
your ambition, and let the salvation of your 
souls be the chief object of your solicitude. By 
such conduct, you will ensure to yourselves the 
consolations • and the favours of heaven in this 
life, and you will be preparing yourselves for 
• the plenitude of its delights in the next. 



* 
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ON MATRIMONY. 



There was a marriage in Cana of Ctalilee ; and the mother of 
Jem t was there . And Jems also was invited , and his disci- 
ples, to the marriage .John ii. 1, 2. 



In the gospel of this 
Sunday, we read that the Messias honoured a; 
new-married couple with his presence at their 
wedding feast, and that he testified his appro- 
bation of tfcpMfcpSGMHBf matrimony, by work- 
ing his first miracle on that occasion. 

'SlmsMMf matrimony was intended by the 
Almighty to be the state of the generality of 
mankind. It was instituted in the very beginning, 
when God created our first parents, male and 
female, and gave them a command to encrease 
and multiply. During the time, indeed, of the 
old law, permission was given to the Jews, on 
account of the hardness of their hearts, aoriNfce 




, to take 



more wives 
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than one at the same time, and to give a bill of 
divorce in certain cases; but our Lord was 
pleased to reduce tfaMtaflcaf matrimony to its 
original perfection, by confining it to one man 
and one woman, and by declaring the bond to 
be indissoluble except by death : for this cause, 
said he, shall a man leave father and mother, and 
shall cleave unto his wife , and they two shall he in 
one flesh. Wherefore , they are no more two, but 
one flesh. What God, therefore, hath joined to- 

gether, let no-man put asunder. (Matt, xix.) 

E will n o t, ho w ever, detain your at t en tion by 
arguments tending to prove the lawfulness, or 
sanctity, or the indissolubility of the state of 
matrimony. These are subjects which you have 
been taught from your younger years, and 
which you have always believed. There are 
other points, concerning the subject of matri- 
mony, which are more calculated to be of ser- 
vice to you, and to which I will call your at- 
tention. 

The state of matrimony, therefore, is a law- 
ful, a holy, and indissoluble state ; but it is not 
a state that is necessary for every one : a man 
may embrace it, or not, according as circum- 
stances direct tth. If thou take a wife, 
says St. Paul, thou hast not sinned : and if a 
virgin marry, she hath not sinned. But I say to 
the unmarried, and to the widows, it is good for 
them if they continue, even as I. (1 Cor. vii. 28.) 
It is good, therefore, to enter into the state of 
matrimony : and it is good; likewise, or, as 

VOL. I. R 
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the Apostle says, in the same chapter, it is 
better if a life of celibacy and continency be 
preferred, 

fbt the purpose of serving God in greater per- 
fection. 

No one, indeed, will say that matrimony is 
obligatory on every one. A man or woman may 
prefer a single life through motives of conveni- 
ence even for this world, and no crime attribut- 
ed to him either in the sight of God or man. 
If, then, worldly motives may be a sufficient 
i-eason for abstaining from matrimony, much 
more so the motives, which arise from the love 
of God, and from the desiref of attending with 
fewer distractions to his divine service. These 
were the motives which induced St. Paul to 
prefer a life of celibacy : , the Dome m ay be saw! ' 
/f0f*4he- other .Apostles, and of their fettow- 
lu ho a rent ..and. successor o* a aM he»«^piscopac.y . 
These were the motives which induced the 
/•hurch in all ages to impose the law of celibacy 
on all her clergy : and these same motives have 
induced innumerable multitudes of both sexes, 
in all ages, to seclude themselves from the 
world, and in continency and chastity to make 
their calling and election sure. 

^"Matrimbhy, therefore, is not a state which) 
every one individually is obliged to embrace. ■ 
Chastity is a virtue which all are commanded 
to practise with the strictest nicety ; but matri- 
! mony may, or may not be contracted, as cir- 
, eumstances may. direct. But on this subject 1 
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f will not enlarge. As matrimony Is the state - 
/ which has been, or will be embraced by the 
greater number of you, I will call your attention '■ 
exclusively to that subject, and point out the / 
l rules which ought to be observed in preparing ( 

V for.it, ! , 

Matrimony is a holy state ; and the entering ' 
into that state may truly be called one of the 
.most important actions in life. In fact, happi- 
ness in this world, and grny wwMg for happiness %■ , J 
in the next, in great measure depend upon it. > / ‘ 

Young people, therefore, cannot be too careful. 

It is a holy state, and it requires pmst^eantl 

holiness of disposition in those who embrace it. 

If it be embraced without this disposition, its 
sanctity is defiled, and the title to the blessings 
which God has annexed to the sacramental con- 
tract, is forfeited. It was instituted by God for 
! I ' the purposes, — -namely, that the race 

of rational beings might be continued to the end 
of time, the object of whose existence would he 
to proclaim the glories of the Lord in this world, 
and enjoy his presence in the next. It was in- 
stituted for the purpose of enabling the parties 
;to restrain* the violence of carnal concupiscence, 
and that man might have a help-mate and a 
comforter, by whose endearments and blan- 
dishments the dreary paths of life might be ren- 
dered pleasing and cheerful. In a word, it was 
instituted for the purpose that, man and wo- 
man united together in one heart and one 
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soul, they might encourage each other, by mu- 
tual exhortations and example, to advance daily 
in the ways of virtue aasA (Wodnowr: and by 
their united labours implant the seeds of piety, 
and cherish their growth in the breasts of-akl*tiSte 
who -are committed their charge. — —These 
were the motives which caused the Almighty to 
institute this holy state ; and it is the indispen4 
sable duty of every one, both male and female, 
to be animated with the pure desire of fulfill-; 
ing the will of God in these respects^^-— 

This being the truth, what are we to think of 
those young people, who rush blindly forward, 
without any regard to the will of God, or to the 
holy ends of matrimony, and have no other 
object in view, in choosing their partners, than 
temporal emolument, and worldly advantages ! 
What are we to think of those who are influen- 
ced solely by violence of attachment, or whose 
motive is the gratification of sen^ua^tyJ/jWlTat 7 
«*gwtT to QimTTof~those who, havnjgrturived atl 
i maturcr-ygars, and lost the^xeTpartner of their 
affections, are as eager;”" and as sensual, and 
asTfrfcle attentive to the will of God in the choice 
lof a second, as is a young person of twenty ! 
wlav we not sav with justice, and will not ex- 
j>e>rienee prove die truth otfeur words}- ^wtt such 
persons act contrary to their ow n interest, as 
well as to duty, and t iro * t hey are probably pre- 
paring for themselves miseries and afflictions, 
the extent and duration of which it is impossi- 
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ble to ascertain? I do not wish it to be under- 
stood, that a man is not to seek a wife with a 
competent fortune, - or. that he is not to listen to 
the dictates of affection. But these are not to 
be his only motives. He is a Christian, and 
destined to . immortality, and therefore some- 
thing more noble than these worldly considera- 
tions ought to influence his conduct in a concern 
on which so much depends. 

Make this point, therefore, my brethren, the 
subject of your serious meditation. It is not to 
be treated with levity. It ought, above all 
other temporal things, to engage your atten- 
tion. Every thing depends upon the delibera- 
tion and motives, with which you enter into it. 
The unhappy marriages, which we so frequently 
witness, are undoubted proofs that the risk of 
not choosing a person in every respect proper 
for you, is great ; and that, if you fail, your 
happiness in this world is exposed to the 
greatest danger. And it clearly appears, from 
what I have said that if you fail through 

neglect of attending to the proper moti ves, you 
will experience the greatest difficulties in pre- 
paring yourselves for happiness in the next. 
f Important, therefore, as . this business is, it 
is the duty of every rational being to prepare 1 
himself for it in the manner which is best ealeu- * 
lated to ensure to him its best and most desira- I 
ble blessings. Reason, and nature itself, die- / 
tate to_you_Jhe ^propriety of being friends to 
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1 ^ourselves. Were you to be guided merely by 1 
ldve for another, you would be acting in oppo- 
I siubnto these dictates, and the consequences | 
j woulaNguickly be experienced. Fond love is a ' 
/ transitory feeling, and is too frequently weak? : 
j ened anaXdestroyed by time. But the happi- 
I ness which nature induces us to seek after, is a 
I substantial blessing, ^-the summit of all bless* 
j ings, and the, crown of all labours. 

How is it, therefore, that young people are to 
prepare themselves for matrimony, in order to 
partake of the blessings attached to it ? By 
being disposed, a!yd resolved to prefer the will 
of God before worldly or sensual inclinations. 

It is an old proverb, that happy marriages are 
made in heaven. This saying has descended to 
us from times, when piety was more pnevalent.ia 
the Christian world than it, is now. It was .made 
when Christians were attentive to seek in all ! 
things the will of God, and, acted religiously . 
on the principle, that , a supreme Providence \ 
orders and arranges every thing that is to can- i 
tribute to the eternal welfare yf his creatures, j 
It was made when Christians . ^ere convinced j 
4hat God not only distributes his special gifts ’ 
as he wills, and calls one to one ..state,, and i 
another to another ; but that, in a marriedatate, i 
he has made woman for man ; and that, if .he \ 
^ be religiously and fervently applied to by 
! prayer, he will bring those together, who are 
\ formed to make each other happy, and to go 
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/ hahd in hand to heaven. Then it was that the 
proverb was made, and these were the motives 
which gtvye rise to it. -Store it in your memo-, 
ry, therefore, my' young friends, for it is f ound/ 
_-od~i»-trttthf'"If it be the will of God that you 
enter into the married state, depend upon it that 
God has provided for you. And if you apply to 
him with attrthe earnestness and 

are disposed to prefer his will before all other 
considerations, he will lead you by the hand, 
as it were, to the partner whom he has ap- 
pointed to share with, you the choicest blessings 
of heaven. Lore alone is a blind guide, and un- 
der its direction alone it will be more than 
probable that you will miss the path. But, 
under the guidance of the Almighty, you are 
sure not to go astray. 

Apply, therefore, to the~tlurone of mercy with t_. /- f - 
all earnestness. Apply to your great Protec- 
ton. )rpur -only -awe guide. Let the object of 
your petitions be, aot-ahsolutely that lie- wou b rt 
provide you with a partner for Uf«r but in the 
first place, that he would make known to you • 
whether it be his will that you enter into that u ?• 
state, and secondly, when he has manifested 
his will to that effect, that he would direct you 
at the time he thinks fit, to the person whom he 

has chosen for you.- 1 do not say that it is 

recotnmendable to cherish a spirit of apathy or 
indifference as to the person : the fond at- 

tractions of lore may and ought to be attended 
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to, and no danger whatever will arise from them; 
provided ttat submission to the will of God is 
superior to every Other consideration. 

Having applied to the throne of mercy with 
all earnestness, and hm will being manifested 
to you, either by the voice of your director, or 
by the interior feelings of your own mind, your 
next step is the choice of the person. But here 
again it is necessary that you- scrutinize care- 
fully the recesses of your souls, , and ascertain 
the precise motive that induces you to feel a 
preference for one before another. 
me mind of frail man, tfUtmMuf 



<h>ii rielaMrtm iMmlrdrr is liable to be imposed 
upon by every fancy, and to imagine that he 
should find happiness in an union with such or 
such a person, when in reality, his feelings are 
excited by nothing more than a base, ignoble 
passion. This is the case, when 

beauty is the only cause of attraction. For, 
what is beauty of features, or symmetry of 
shape, when they are not accompanied with 
the amiable qualities, which ennoble the mind'? 
What other impression can such a figure make 
on the mind of an admirer, except that of car- 
nal concupiscence? Be on your guard, there- 
fore, and seek not a woman merely on account 
of her beauty. Scrutinize your hearts: and 
wburaoMB you perceive that sensual enjoyment 
is the leading motive of your predilection, be 
assured that that is not the person with whom 
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you afe to be happy. ftsa— Swiaa p aga a * yon r- 

Let not the violence 

of passion overcome the powers of reason. For, * 

depend upon it, if w i pw ii y be your principal c <>'; _> »/'</■ 
motive, your love is not noly. And, if it be 
lieilriMrt^MMpiMtholy, it most certainly is not 
according to God, nor will it be sanctified by 
his blessing. Such a match, nonseq«mtly,~wiM , 
not have been made in heaven ; neither can 
be expected to bring with it happiness in this 
world, or lead to happiness in the next. 

Let not your heart therefore be entangled in 
the nets of sensual love. Seek after one whose 
good dispositions are similar to your own. Seek 
after one whose amiable manners are calculated 
to cheer you in the midst of troubles, and to 
disperse the clouds of sorrow. Seek after one, 
whose piety and example are likely to be an 
encouragement to you to advance in the ways of 
virtue, and to assist you in the performance of 
those great duties, both spiritual and temporal, 
which you owe to your children. Fire will not i 
endure £6 mix with wafer, nor wil^ the smooth- 
ness of oil coagulate with the acidity of vine- 
gar. So neither will man and woman of oppo- 
site dispositions unite together in one mind, 
according to the intentions of matrimony. Be 
diligent, thasaftwc, and cautious in your search. 

Rely not upon the mere words, or declarations 
of the other party, nor even on his or her tender 
and affectionate conduct towards you during the 
VOL. i. s 
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time of courtship : for, during that time, the- 
buds of dissension seldom appear, and seldom 

is the real character of the person discovered. 
All is then pleasing and agreeable. All is har- 
mony and peace. The one endeavours to 
humour the inclinations of the other, to avoid 
giving offence to the other, to sacrifice his own 
\ will rather than oppose the will of the other. 
At that time they are truly two in one mind. 
Happy, if the union was to continue the same 
in matrimony. But unfortunately, it too often 
happens that, during courtship, they make a 
point of concealing their imperfection's, and of 
appearing in each others eyes exactly the 
reverse of what they are in themselves. - They 
are in courtship what they ought to be in matri- 
mony; and in matrimony what they ought to 
be in courtship. Hen c e 'arise the evils, which 
are-'SO^-&e<piently witnessed in the married 
state*. 

Be on your guard, therefore, my young bre- 
thren. I admonish you for your own happiness. 
When once the knot is tied, it is tied for life. 
What God has joined together , no man can put 
asunder. (Matt, xix.) The bond is not to be 
cancelled but by death. And if it should be 
that you imposed on each other, 

by mutually concealing your real charac- 
ters, and that, in matrimony, you found that 
you were not of one mind, what greater evil 
could you be condemned to ? Where would you 
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seek for happiness ? Who could extricate you 
out of the difficulties, into which you had 

thrown yourselves? 

T Be on your guard, therefore, now that you 
/have it in your power. Apply earnestly to the 
/throne of grace for direction. Purify your souls 
• from every thing that is inordinate, or that is 
pot perfectly consistent with the will of God. ■ 
Place before your eyes the example of young i 
^ J obias. 3~TKe first suTtoH^OT^^a'rah, 'Vhorn 1 i 
Tobias afterwards took to wife, were influenced 
by the spirit of lust, and they were each cut 
off by death the first night after their mar- 
riage : for, as the angel said, they, ivho , in such 
manner receive matrimony, as to shut out God from 
themselves and from their minds, and to give them- 
selves to their lust, c m the fa m e nntl the w i de ; mht rh 
h mornem s mdens t attding , over them the devil hath 
power. (Tob. vi. 17.) Tobias, on the contrary, 
sought only the honour and glory of God. He 
willed only his will. The consent of his pa- 
rents, indeed, was a consideration: for, as he 
said, if the same thing should happen to me,, 
whereas l am the only child of my parents, I should 
bring down their old age with sorrow to the grave . 
(Ibid.) But the will of God was his guide: 
and when he was assured by the angel, that 
such was the will of God, he readily consented,. 

After the 

celebration of his nuptials, he again testified 
that the honour and glory of God were the 
objects nearest to his heart : Lord thou knotcesL 

s 2l 
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said he, (and his words ought to be deeply 
impressed on the minds of all young people on 
their entering into that state), Lord thou knotti- 
est that not for fleshly lust, do I take my sister to 
wife, hut only for the love of posterity, m which 
thy name may he blessed for ever and ever. (Ibid.) <' r 
Oh! look to this model, my youngmlMfe? 
and regulate your conduct according to it. Let 
not worldly motives, let not sensual motives 
have an undue weight with you. Consult not 
fancy, or caprice, alone; but let the honour and 
glory of God, and the salvation of your souls 
influence your choice. God is all-sufficient for 
you, and you may, with safety, rely on him, 
wr yourselves you cannot rely, because you j 
I cannot see into futurity. Put your trust, there- 
fore, in. him; and pray with an humble confi-/ 
lienee : If it be his blessed will that you enter' 

into the married state, depend upon it that he \ 
has a partner intended for you: and, if you \ 
apply to him with perfect-submission to his 
appointments, you may rest assured that he 
will bring that partner to you in themanner, 

1 and at the time that he shall think fit. For, if 
not a hair of your head fall to the ground with-, 
out his concurrence, much less may it be said 
that such an important point, on which almost 
every thing connected with your happiness de- 
pends, will be neglected by his paternal provi- 
dence. If, however, it be bis blessed will 

that you remain in a single state, and he mani- 
fest that will by instilling into your minds a jam* 
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4M#holy lore for that state, be thankful for his 
mercies; for, be assured, that by so ordaining, 
he intends to raise you to a state of greater 
perfection, and to enhance your crown in hea- 
ven.— — -But, to whatever state you are called, 
seek his honour and glory alone ; and then you 
may confidently expect that he will shower 
down his blessings on you in this life, and pre- 
pare you for blessings everlasting in the next. 




; 

/\ 
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THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY. 



ON THE DOTIES OF MASTERS AND SERVANTS. 



There came to him a Centurion, beseeching him, and saying: 
Lord, my servant lieth at home, sick of the palsy, and it 
grievously tormented. Matt. viii. 



ON Sunday last, I called . 
your attention to a subject, intimately con- 
nected with the happiness, which, as rational 
beings, ought to excite your deepest interest. \ 
On this day a different subject presents itself , 
to us : and, although happiness to the indivi- j 
dual in this world does not so intimately depend j 
on the fulfilment of the duties prescribed by it, • 
as on the subject of the preceding Sunday, still i 
much depends on your proper attention to it, 1 
both as to h appi ness here,, and happiness here-^» 
u aftef. 1 In the words of my text, we read that a 
Centurion, an officer in the army, whose rank 
was equal to that of a i reu fc c aant captain in 
these timed, interested himself so far in favour 
of a servant as to undertake a long journey in 
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Older to obtain his cure jEfom-hifti, whose mira-* 
ritlons powe rs had but a short time bef ore been 
manifested/" He had therefore a great regard 
for his servant^ if# treated him with becoming 
attention^ And, whoi* go d u e cd to the b e d ■ -o f 
sialHKBSpfc* adopted the means, which appeared 
to him the most effectual, to obtain his cure. 
Hence we may collect that there are duties 
which masters owe to servants, and which can- 
not either in justice or humanity be neglected. 
I will call your attention to this subject, and 
describe as briefly as possible the duties which 
masters owe to servants, and likewise the re- 
ciprocal duties which servants owe to their 
masters. 

^Accordin^ Jo the order of nature, there is no 
inequality^ among the children of men. We are 
all sprung from the same stock, and on our 
entrance into the world we were all exposed to 
the same sufferings, the same weaknesses, and 
to the same appendages of mortality. The 
children of kings are not exempted. Even 
during the early part of life the heir , as St. 
Paul says, differeth in nothing from a servant . — 
According to the laws of religion, likewise, 
there is no inequality among the children of 
men. The mysteries of faith are proposed alike 
to all: the duties of charity are imposed equally 
on all : and the benefits of redemption are in- 
tended equally for all. With the Almighty 
there is no exception of pet'sons. The -maqaality 
that exis^ between the children of men arises 
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Being formed 



to live in a state of dependance one upon 
another, we have each of us duties to perform ; 
and these duties vary according to the state in 
which we are. The great Creator, on whose 
will the social compact is founded, intends one 
'for one state, and one for another. Although 

wm; he makes use. of the same clay in the 
formation of his vessels, still he makes some 
for honour, and some for dishonour. But 
whether for honour or dishonour, they are all 
equally dear to him, and formed to be alike 

partakers of his mercies. _ , . .. 

“^ere^Beih^Ttid' dTBerence, therefore, in the*!?! 
eyes of the Creator, between one mortal beipg 1 
and another, what authority has man tojpn&ke 
a difference, beyond what the nature qf'society 
requires?\ We, who like holy Johr'may, with ’ 
truth, say hk rottenness thou art miff at her, and to 
worms thou an: my mother and my sister, (Job xvii.) 
what right have we to tpsdt a fellow-creature, 
our own flesh, with cpdtempt, merely because 
he is placed in a)*tate of dependance on us? 
Such conduct pould'bq unjust : it would be an 
insult ofleipd to him, wh^ is equally his father 

\^a4 jede€imer, as he is oqfo- ^. 

But, although nature and religion forbid us 
to treat any of our fellow-creatures in an unbe- 
coming manner, we may yet follow 'that con- 
dnct in their regard which the well-being'Of so- 
ciety requires. We may lawfully refrain fram 
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treating with familiarity these that are subject ; 
to us : we may keep them at a proper distance, 
and behave to them m e w » y ns rpoot as to infe- 
riors. They being the hands and feet of the 
body social, we may make use’ of them as such, 
and employ them in labour, or in other 

offices, according tor tile nature of the agree- \ 

1 meat between u sf But our rights over them \ 
extend no farther. We are then to attend to \ 
l the duties which we owe them both as fellow- 1 
I creatures, and as fellow-christians. . ' 

In the first place, masters or mistresses are 
bound to- treat their -servants or dependants 
* as fellow-creatures. Consequently, they must 
treat them with humanity. Servants have their 
feelings, as well as their masters : and no one 
has a right to hurt those feelings, unless they 
themselves give just cause for it. To be con- 
stantly harsh, amoee, and ill-natured; to be 
continually finding fault with what they do, 
even when there- is reason to believe that they 
have done their beat ; to impose upon them 
work beyond their strength, or to oblige them 
to work at unwholesome employments, or for a 
longer time than: health will permit, are cer-. 
tainly forbidden by the feelings of humanity. — . 
Humanity likewise will not allow the master or 
mistress to refuse proper food either in quality or 
quantity, to those who are subject to them, or not 
to grant proper time for that relaxation which 
nature requires . — Compassion , again, is a 
feeling which masters owe to their servants, fe 
VOl*. I, T 
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q iliij «f"4in»w^ their fellow-creatures. When 
illness comes upon them, they ought to be treated 
with tenderness and care, and the most effec- 
tual means taken, to restore them to health. Of 
this we have a remarkable example in the Cen- 
turion — tin * He 



hesitated not to take a long journey in order to. 
obtain the cure of his servant. In fact, what 
can be more opposite to the finer feelings of 
human nature, than for a master to treat with 
harshness a servant on the bed of sickness ? 
What can be more cruel than to discard a ser- 
vant from his employ, merely because ill health 
deprives him of his services for a time? Not 
that a master is bound to keep in his service 
one whose health or strength is not sufficient 
for the situation, or one 

who is never likely to be 
tit for service again. This would be more than 
what justice either to himself or to his servants 
would require. But how frequent is it that a 
mistress, who has enjoyed the benefit of the 
health of a servant, sends that servant away 
when a e — wa l fit of illness renders her incapa- 
ble of her work for a time; and sends her away 
to a home where perhaps few of the comforts of 
life are to be found, and little of that attention 
be had which her state requires. — ff— Com- 
passion, again, ought to be shewn to tne weak- 
nesses of a servant. Every one is not gifted 
with the same abilities. If a mistress consent 
to keep in her employ a servant whose powers 
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of mind are inferior, no undue advantage ought 
she to take on that account ; much less ought 
she to upbraid her for what she cannot help, or 

deficiency of intellect, for which she will not be 
responsible even before a higher tribunal. 

In the last place justice is due from a master 
or mistress to their servants. /I? the servants * 
i Tte'employed in hard labour,, or in manufac-[ 
i tori^sjit Ti the duty of the master to pay them 
their just due for the work they perform. To 
find unnecessary fault with their work, and on 
false pretences to retain a part of the 
tossed price given for such work, is unworthy of 
a human being. It is the duty of the master^to 
pay his servants their just wages m_due time. 
Workmen in general depend upon their gains 
during the last week, for their support during 
the next. To refuse, therefore, to pay them in 
due time is to deprive them of their support for 
a time, or at least to expose them to difficulties, 
or losses which their poverty can ill afford. In 
fact, this refusal to pay workmen their wages, 
is an act of injustice of no ordinary kind: it is 
one of the sins crying to heaven for vengeance: 
and severe will be the account which will be 
demanded at the last day, from masters who 
have been guilty of it. 

These, in short, are the duties which masters 
owe to their servants iny therrheag 
their fellow-creatures . There are others which 
they owe them in quality of being fellow-chris- 

t2 
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tians. If a wan have not care of his own, and 
particularly of his servants, says St. Paul, he has 
denied his faith, and is worse than an infidel. 
(1 Tim. v.) This sentence chiefly refers to the 
care which ought to be paid to the spiritual 
welfare of servants. Servants have souls to 
save, as well as their masters: and time is 
Required for the accomplishment of that great 
work. Now, as masters have the time of their 
servants at their own disposal, they deprive 
them of one of the means of saving their souls, 
if they do not give them that time, which ought 
to be devoted to it. A master or mistress, 
therefore, ought to allow time for their servants 
.to hear mass on Sundays and holidays, to- pre- 
pare themselves for the sacraments, and to 
attend to instruction, at least from time to time. 
On the Sundays and holidays, likewise, they 
ought to allow them time for private spiritual 
reading, when they cannot attend to public 
prayers. They ought, not only to allow them 
time, but exhort them to devote that time 
piously to its proper use, if they see them ne- 
gligent and tepid. And if they see that they 
are ignorant of their duties, they ought to in- 
struct them, or to take care that they are in- 
structed by their pastor. On these points a 
superior ought to be positive in enforcing obe- 
dience from their dependants, for they will have 
to give account of their souls. If, however, 
(The servants be not members of the Catholic 
I Church, a different line of conduct is to be 
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followed. Of these it may be said , in general 
tefcms, that their master or mistress cannot law* 
ful% provide them with means of transgressing 
the Ihws of the Catholic Church, nor are they 
obliged to force them to observe duties, which 
their conscience, although an erroneous consci- 
ence, disavows. According to this, it is not 
allowable to provide meat for them oh absti- 
nence day s& nor to give them leave to eat it, 
although previously provided. Nor is it lawful 
to oblige thwi to work on holidays, unless 
urgent circumstances require it. With respect 
to the other poikt, they are not obliged to force 
them to hear mss, to attend the Catholic in- 
structions, or eveimheir private family prayers. 
Although desirabltnto prevail on them by per- 
suasion to attend toYhese things, they are not 
obliged, nor are they, recommended to force 
them. To give them tine and opportunity to 
attend on Sundays and eken on holidays to spi- 
ritual duties, and to see amt they do not mis- 
pend that time is incumbent on them: but if 
they will not attend the Catholic place of wor- 
ship, it is not a duty to oblige thepi to attend to 
any other. The same time on thoste days ought 
to be allowed them as to Catholic servants, but 
no law will allow us to oblige otherskto follow, 
or to listen to doctrines, which we aprselves 
■believe to be erroneous. We are not authorized 
to force others to act contrary to their consci- 
ence, nor are we allowed to recommend to tn^ra 
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to do those things which our conscience disap- 

>ves of. , : ... . j 

rhis is a short enumeration of the duties 
whibh masters owe to servants. They .are not 
of dimOqlt performance. Provided -that the 
mind is a^vojd of haughtiness' or contempt of 
what is inferioiy^apd provided that it is endued 
with the spirit ofeOmpassion, and Christian 
piety, there is nothing ift^them but will be 
agreeable hr the performance, aqd gratifying to 
the fipef feelings of human nature. 

If, hflOMSM*, there are duties incumbent on 



masters, there are^duties incumbent on ser- 



vants, an d 

J ihaw ■ fcaacNWMMwm w rtn d . -In the first place, 

servants are bound to be subject. By the very 
act of entering into service, they engage to give 
up their own will nrrmier to follow the will of 
another, In 'fur t nf n lnt use would servoute 
be4o- masters, were it- to. be ot heiw ***-^ 1 It is 
for that purpose they are hired, and in due 
attention to it the very essence of servitude 
consists. Servants, therefore; are to consider 
that their first and principal duty is to do what 
they ate orde re d . I speak on the supposition 
that the orders are reasonable, and such as are 
according to the terms of the compact between 
them and their masters. And they are not only 
required to do what they are ordered, but to do 
it in the manner and at the time they are 
ordered. Whether it be agreeable to them or 
not, whether they approve of what is to be 
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done or not, is nothing to their purpose. It is 
their duty to obey, not to regulate. They may 
be allow ed to remonstrate, JTlfiey Foresee that! 
i strict observance will be injurious to their mas-j, 
ters, or if they perceive that there is a morel 
profitable way of fulfilling the order, tljan theJ 
jone which was prescribed to them, ? But if 
their remonstrances are not attended to, then it 
is their duty to obey. 

This being the case, how criminally negli- 
gent are those servants 

wTio are continually mur 
muring at the commands of their superiors ; 
who obey with reluctance, except when the 
orders are agreeable to their own will; who do 
their work carelessly, and imperfectly! How 
doubly criminal are they, who refuse to do 
what they are ordered ; or, if they do it, do it ' 
in such an evil manner, as to datotetfe e i wlw r - t 

How doubly criminal, again, are they, who are 1 
resolved to., have their own will, in opposition 
to the will, whiek they have bound themselves 
to obey, and who, by one contrivance or another, 

; su cceed i n their determinati on.!. --- 
v IF win be no ’ excuse for servants to 

say that their masters are unreasonable in 
their orders, and that it is impossible to please 
them. They ought to have a more exalted mo- 
tive for their obedience, than merely pleasing 
their employer. The state in which they are; 
is the state in which God has placed them. To 
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please God, therefore, ought to be their princi-. 
pal object ; and as strict obedience to the or- 
ders of superiors is pleasing to him, they ought 
to be satisfied, and seek for no other approba- 
tion. St. Paul says, (Eph. vi.) Servants, be 
obedient to them that are your masters, according’ 
to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in the sim- 
plicity of your heart, as to Christ: not serving to. 
the eye, as it were pleasing men, but as the servants 
of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart. 
Were it even true that your masters were un- 
reasonable in their orders; obedience is still due 
to them. St. Peter says, (1 Pet. ii.) servants, be 
subject to your masters with all fear, not only to 
the good and gentle, but also to the froward, for 
this is thanksworthy . 

Servants, likewise, are required to be just 
towards their employers. The property which 
is under their care, is not their own. It is only 
entrusted to them, and were they to destroy any 
part of it, or squander it away, they would be 
guilty theft, and 

would be bound to make restitution. Of this 
crime they are guilty, who, being employed in 
manufactories, wilfully or negligently spoil the 
articles which they have to finish, or who dila- 
pidate their master’s property, by not putting 
it to the best advantage, or who, when a press 
of orders arrives, and a great good to the mas- 
ter depends on their being completed, neglect 
their work, and are thereby the cause of loss. 
*— — They, likewise are guilty of this crime, 
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who, in a domestic life, waste or spoil what is 
under their care ; who give away what they are 
not authorizedto give ; who .jgHHpnr take to 
their own use, what it is not intended they 
should have ; or who, by their negligence or 
carelessness, break or destroy the things en- 
trusted to their charge. 

. These are the principal duties of servants, 
and, like those imposed on masters, they are 
not difficult of observance. A willing, humble; 
and pious mind, is all that is required. > The 
| state of service is not indeect’flie most pleasing 
to flesh and blood. The pride of self-love dis- 
dains ^eontroul: and of this pride there is- 

; oftentimesonore to be found in servants than in 
(masters^ In, fact, experience declares, that a 
/good master oiMdistress is easier to be found 
I than a good servant. And whence comes this l 
' The state of service is not a disgraceful state ; 

; nor is obedience to N,he will of their superior 
in that state, a humiliation, or degradation; 

I "Whence, therefore, corned it ? From no other 
■ source than their want of reftgion. They do not 
, submit to that state, because Such is the will of 
1 God : they do not consider God as their greater 
r Master : they do not perform the duties of that 
: state for the purpose of pleasing God \ and they 
d° not consider, that on a due performance of 
the duties of that state their salvation depends. 
Their own will, their ease and convenience 1 , 
and the' paltry emoluments which they hope to 
VO L- I. U ^ 
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receive, have more weight with them, and r egw- 
late their conduct more powerfully^Ahaft any 
other considerations. Thus^thSy make their 
life a life of restraipt^antf 1 misery, and deprive 
themselves of alt the merit in another world, 
which they had. it in their power to acquire. 

Oh ! how different would be the state of so- 
ciety, were these great duties of masters and 
servants properly fulfilled ! How pleasant, how 
prosperous would dw—Sia s—asyna— 

«t, were mastered and mistresses to treat their 
servants at all times as fellow-creatures and 
fellpw-christians ; and were servants to con- 
sider their superiors, not only as fellow-crea- 
tures and fellow-christians, but as superiors 
placed over them by God, by obedience to 
whose will, as to the will of God, they vnaw to 
prepare themselves for an eternal inheritance. 
Why then will hot Christians attend to these 
duties? They are of serious importance, even 
as to this woiid : but they are of much more 
serious importance as to the next. You, there- 
fore, who have others under your command, 
follow the example of the humble eenturion, 
and consult the welfare and comforts of your 
dependants, at the same time that you require 
them to be obedient to your orders. You, like- 
wise, who are placed in a state of dependence, 
fulfil your duties carefully and piously, for the 
love of God. Follow the examples of the sol- 
diers and servants of this same centurion, of 
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whom he said : To this man I say, Go, and he 
goeth ; and to another, Come, and he cometh ; and 
to my servant, Do this, and he doth it. (Matt, 
viii.) You may then be heaping up treasures 
in heaven, and in due time, you shall reap, not 
failing. 



u2 
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FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY. 



ON THE TRIALS OF THE JUST MAN. 



Behold, a great tempest arose in. the sea, so that the ship was 
covered with waves, but he was asleep.. .Matt. viii. 24. 



In the gospel of this 
Sunday an instructive lesson is presented to us. 
The ship, in which our Lord and his disciples 
were crossing the sea, was overtaken by a se- 
vere tempest, and in danger of being lost. 
During the time, our Lord was asleep. The 
disciples, in the greatest alarm, awakened him, 
and, in the most pressing terms, solicited his 
protection from the danger that threatened 
them : Lord! save us, we are perishing. Their 
prayers were granted, and in a moment, at the 
command of Jesus, the winds and waves were 
hushed into a perfect calm. 

The just man, during his voyage over the 
boisterous ocean of this world, is exposed to the 
severest storms, and continually in fear of 
perishing. His Lord sometimes appears to pay 
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no attention to his perilous state, as if he were 
asleep. But, no sooner does the danger seem 
to accumulate round him, and the enemy 
threatens to overwhelm him, than he suffers 
himself to be awakened, as it were, and' by 
eariiest prayer is induced immediately to ' exert 
his power, and produce a calm. 

TTiis is the consoling subject, to which 1 
wish to call your attention on this day. 

In the beginning of my subject, however, it 
will be proper to state the question in its true 
light. There are in this world perils and trials 
of two kinds : the one threatening to prevent 
prosperity and happiness during the time of 
life, the other comprising the obstacles to 
peace and happiness in the next. The one is 
chiefly dreaded by the children of the world, 
the other by the children of the promise. The 
pious Christian is not alarmed at the one, nor is 
the worldling terrified at the other. The pious 
Christian looks for tribulation and crosses dur- 
ing his abode in the flesh, and is solicitous only 
for the one thing necessary. The worldling is 
so absorpt in the cares of the world, and so ea- 
ger after the riches and pleasures,' which are to 
be found in this place of exile, that he exposes 
himself wilfully to the dangers, and is ready to 
suffer the consequences of a spiritual ship- 
wreck, rather than forego the advantages which 
the world holds out to him. The just man is con- 
vinced that his soul is his all ; and that, if his soul 
be lost, his all is lost. He trembles, therefore. 
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for his safety, when he considers the dangers to 
which he is exposed, and he calls earnestly on 
the Lord for help, when temptation comes vio- 
lently upon him. 

These, therefore, are the trials and dangers, 
out of which the Lord will not fail to deliver his 
servants. As for the others, namely, the trials 
and afflictions of the world, and which alone 
are dreaded by the children of the world, to these 
he is pleased to expose them, and frequently, in 
the greatest rigour, during the greater part of 
their lives. His intentions, however, are in- 
tentions of mercy, willing thereby to detach 
them more and more from the perishable things 
here below, and to prepare them for their eter- 
nal crown. 

In the first place, the just are frequently ex- 
posed to the privations of poverty. The world 
seems to be given as an inheritance to the chil- 
dren of the wicked ; whilst the good are left as 
strangers and pilgrims in the land of their nati- 
vity. Sinners are exalted like the cedars of 
Lebanon, and look down with a kind of con- 
tempt on the lowly virtuous', as if they were 
outcasts, and unworthy to partake of their. vain 
amusements, or share of their perishable pos- 
sessions. The rich man is clothed in fine linen, 
and feasts sumptuously, and Lazarus is deem- 
ed unworthy to -enjoy the crumbs, which fall 
from his table. This is not unfr6qtrt&tly the 
order of Providence With regard to the just man. 
And what are tlje effects produced by it in his 
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mind ? No. other than effects the most digni- 
fied, the tnost exalted. Assisted as he is by 
the grace of God, he despises the world : he 
cares not for its pleasures, or its goods. His 
only desire is to have a sufficiency of food and 
raiment ; and these, he knows, will be given to 
him, provided he seeks the kingdom of God and 
his justice before all other things. He is per- 
fectly independent of the world. He beholds the 
pomp and splendor, with which some are sur- 
rounded, he hears of their sumptuous feasts and 
merriments, their joyous tevellings, and gay 
amusements ; and- his heart is not moved. In his 
poverty, he looks up to heaven. With the eyes 
of faith, he penetrates the veil which conceals 
those happy mansions from human sight. 
There he beholds the unfading glories, which 
encircle the brows of the just already made per- 
fect, He seems to hear their concerts of eter- 
nal praise. His heart gladdens at the scene, 
and his only solicitude is to prepare himself in 
due time to be united with them. He counts all 
things hut loss , as St. Paul said, for the excel- 
lent knowledge of Jesus Christ his Lord, for whom 
he has suffered the loss of all things, and counts 
them but as dung, that fie may gain Christ . . . .if 
by any means he may attain to the resurrection of 
the dead. (Phil, iii.) 

The just man, again, frequently experiences 
from his. fellow-creatures the most humiliating 
treatment. He is traduced as a hypocrite. He 
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is ridiculed as a fool. He is trodden, as it 
were, under foot. He is considered as a para- 
ble of reproach. How painful to human nature 
are trials like these ! Pride is the ruling 
passion of the breast: and so deeply has it^ 
fixed its roots, that unless nature be entirely 
subdued, and reduced into the subjection of the 
gospel, every humiliation is severely felt. Con* 
tempt or calumny cannot be endured in submis- 
sive silence by any, but by the true followers of 
the meek and humble, and persecuted Jesus. 
The just man, animated with this spirit, is no 
more affected by contempt, than he is puffed up 
by applause : he is no more agitated by perse- 
cutions and calumnies, than he is rejoiced by 
favours and honours. He beholds more attrac- 
tive charms in humility, than he does in pride. 
His only solicitude is, to enjoy the friendship 
of his great Lord and Master, and to be ac- 
counted worthy the fellowship of the saints 
above. He knows that the friendship of this 
world, as St. James says, is the enemy of God, 
and that they, who would he the friends of this 
world, become the enemies of God. (James iv.) 
He knows that he has no right to claim that 
the secrets of his heart should be revealed to 
mortal man, or that his true character should 
be known and acknowledged during his abode 
on earth. He, therefore, joyfully consents to 
observe an humble silence, until that great day 
arrives, when every thing that is secret shall be 
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revealed , and every thing that is hidden shall 
be brought to light ; when honour , everlasting 
honour, shall be given to whom, honour is due, 
praise, to whom praise, glory, to whom glory. 

It not unfrequently happens, likewise, that, 
by the secret, and all- wise judgments of God, 
the just- man is afflicted with bodily pains, and 
crosses of various kinds, more severely than 
the dissolute, or tepid Christian. These are 
trials, which generally turn into sorrow all the 
joys and festivities of worldlings : and seldom 
are they endured by them with patience and 
resignation. You yourselves have heard the 
lamentations of friends in sickness : you have 
witnessed their sighs when in domestic troubles 
or afflictions. You have compassionated their 
sufferings, and, perhaps, have solicited heaven 
to grant them relief. In this there was nothing 
criminal. We are not required to be insensible 
to all human feelings. But, afflictions like 
these, do not diminish the piety of the just 
man, nor do they cause him to neglect any part 
of his accustomed duties. He is habituated to 
consider sufferings as his gain. He receives 
them as blessings from the hands of God, and 
he submits to them, as to the means appointed 
to purify his soul from every defilement, and to 
prepare it for heaven. He subdues the feelings 
of human nature to such a degree, as to rejoice 
in afflictions, and glory in sufferings. Although 
he may appear depressed, and almost overpow- 
ered, in the eyes of this world, his soul is vi- 
vol. i. x 
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gorous. He sees the hand that chastises him. 
He acknowledges the justice of hiB treatment. 
He knows that the more he Suffers in this 
world, the less he will have to suffer in the 
next : and he is convinced that the sufferings 
of this world art not worthy to be compared 
With the joys that shall be revealed in him here- 
after. Upheld by these considerations, and 
assisted by the grace of God, he labours to re* 
press every sigh, and to keep down even the in- 
voluntary emotions which human nature invaria- 
bly feels in the midst of excruciating pains, or 
severe afflictions. The lives of the saints pre- 
sent to us wonderful examples of perfection in 
this kind. 

Thus, my brethren, we see that the tribula- 
tions, Which are so much dreaded by worldly 
men, make little, or bo impression on the mind 
of the truly just man. He, in feet, does not 
consider them as tribulations. So fer from 
being terrified, when they come upon him, so 
fer from being dismayed when they surround 
him on every side, so far from crying out: Lord 
save me, I am perishing ; he considers them as 
prosperous gales, which are to waft ban more 
Securely into the haven of eternal peace. 

We have now, however, to Speak of trials of 
another kind, and dangers of aaother descrip- 
tion, namely, the trials of temptation, and the 
danger of being overcome by them. At the 
eight of these, the just man is terrified : bnt the 
worldling regards them not. He trembles at 
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the prospect of the precipice, on the brink of 
which he is standing : but the worldling, full of 
mirth and glee, runs heedlessly on, without 
caring for the consequences.- — -In the midst of 
these trials and dangers it is that the just man 
cries out: Lord save me, I am perishing. And 
it is to him, when labouring in the midst of 
these spiritual storms and tempests, that the 
consoling assurance is given in this day's gos- 
pel, namely, that the Lord, in his good time, 
will command the winds and the waves, and 
produce a calm. 

Yes, my brethren, the dread of not persever- 
ing to the end, and securing the salvation of his 
soul, causes the just man to live in a constant 
state of fear and trembling. His greatest de- 
light is to serve God in this world, and his 
greatest solicitude is to enjoy him in the next. 
He knows that, when compared with this, there 
is nothing in this world worthy of his care, and 
nothing that can make him amends, if this be 
neglected. Feeling, therefore, the weakness of 
human nature within him, aud dreading lest, 
in an evil hour, he should be seduced by the 
violence or suddenness of temptation, he is al- 
ways in a state of alarm. He has experienced 
how sweet is the Lord, and he prizes the- 
delights of a pure conscience beyond all trea- 
sures, and beyond all amusements. He would' 
not exchange them for all that this world can 
give, not even for the whole world itself. These* 
are the present feelings of his mind : but whc- 
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ther he shall persevere, or not, in these sen- 
timents, is a secret hidden from his eyes : and 
this constitutes his pain. Many there have 
been, who, for a time, have walked in the com- 
mandments of God without reproof, and have 
nevertheless fallen, and fallen so as never to 
rise again. Of this he is well aware. And, in 
addition to the examples recorded in Holy Writ, 
perhaps he has had examples of the same kind, 
even in the circle of his own acquaintance. He 
knows not but that he himself may fall a victim 
in the same manner, and, instead of continu- 
ing to love and serve God, may become dissi- 
pated and dissolute, die in that state, and be 
for ever separated from him, who is now the 
dearest object of his affections. 

His fears are not without cause. His enemy 
— the devil, is an experienced and determined 
adversary; and is not to be overcome but by 
continued watchfulness, and an uninterrupted 
series of victories. His object in the beginning 
is not to lead into sin, but to disturb the mind. 
He knows that the soul of the just man is 
strongly fortified, and that his own powers are 
circumscribed. He therefore prepares to carry 
on a regular siege, rather than attempt to take 
the place by storm. When he suggests temp- 
tations, he does not expect that they will be 
yielded to. When he multiplies temptations he 
does not look for victory. His great object on 
these occasions is either to disturb the mind, or 
to habituate it to look temptation in the face; 
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and thereby diminish the aversion, •which it has 
hitherto felt. And how often has he succeeded 
by these means ? How many have there been, 
who, by this continual harassing of the enemy, 
have been induced, at first, to pay less atten- 
tion to their prayers, — then, to neglect a part of 
their daily exercises, — then to feel less relish 
for the things of God, — and then to fall into a 
state of tepidity. In order to exemplify this 
point, I will select one particular vice, which 
the enemy suggests more violently perhaps 
than any other; but with no hopes of success in 
the beginning. How many have there been, 
who, during the days of their fervour, were as- 
sailed with long and violent temptations to im- 
purity ? At first, they turned away from them 
with disgust and abhorrence. Being induced 
to pay less attention to their spiritual duties, 
this disgust by degrees diminished. The vio- 
lence of the temptation increasing, they at 
length, stole an unguarded glance, or dwelt 
with some degree of complacency on an impro- 
per thought. Their conscience became alarmed 
for a time. The enemy, encouraged by his 
success, redoubled his efforts. They fell again 
into the same, and after a time, into greater 
faults, till at length they consented to the 
crime itself in all its turpitude. As one fall 
too frequently begets another, and as the gra- 
tification of one passion leads to the gratifica- 
tion of another, they, who were once innocent, 
and pious, happy within, and respected without. 
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at length became abandoned and hardened sin- 
ners, objects of abomination in the sight of 
God, and of scorn and contempt to the infernal 
spirits, who laboured so successfully for their 
destruction. 

In this manner, my brethren, have thousands 
been led astray from the paths of virtue, and 
have fallen, never to rise again. The just man 
sees the danger before him, and knowing that 
there is no security for himself, he is in a state 
of constant alarm. He trembles at the idea of 
becoming another example of the weakness 
of human nature. Every slight fall, or every 
trilling imperfection redoubles his fears, lest he 
should proceed to greater crimes, and at length 
forfeit that delicacy of conscience, which is the 
safeguard of innocence. The greater is his 
love of God, the more does lie dread the idea of 
being eternally separated from him; and the 
more ardently does he wish to be freed from the 
body of this death, and to be dissolved, and be 
with Christ, lest he should be seduced by the 
enemy of his salvation, and become a rebel 
against his God, before the moment of dissolu- 
tion arrived. These, my brethren, are the 

storms and tempests, which assail the just man 
in his passage over the ocean of this world. 
These are the dangers, which he dreads; and 
from these he prays to be delivered. 

Bat, although it may be said that these fears 
are a severe trial, they are not an evil. On the 
contrary, they are attended with great benefit. 
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They keep him humble. They make him more 
in earnest in the service of God: and, in all 
' probability, they will lead him to final perse- 
verance. The Lord has promised to support 
the weak, and give his grace to the humble. 
And, although he may appear sometimes to be 
asleep, whilst his servant is struggling in the 
midst of the waves, he will not fail to rise, and 
come to his assistance in the greatest peril, and 
restore a calm. This is his gracious promise; 
mid this consoling assurance is given us in the 
gospel of this day. 

Now, my brethren, it will be profitable for 
you to consider how far these reflections are 
applicable to you. Which is it that you dread 
the most? the trials, which the lovers of the 
world dread, and which the just despise; or the 
trials, which cause the just to tremble, and 
which the lovers of the’ world disregard? If 
you discover, upon examination, that the great 
object of your fears, is temporal affliction and 
distress, and that the evil of sin, or the loss of 
the love of God, is only a secondary cause of 
alarm, and makes little or no alteration in your 
usual spirit of gaiety and mirth, be assured 
that there is a deficiency in you of an essential 
nature, and that a different spirit is to be im- 
bibed, before you will be entitled to the rewards 

of the just. If, on the other hand, temporal 

afflictions and calamities make only a faint 
impression on your spirits for a time, and your 
chief dread is the loss of the love of God by 
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sin, and an eternal separation from him, then 
you may entertain the comfortable assurance 
that you are not of the number of the children 
of the world. You may depend upon it, that 
you are under the protection of the Most High, 
and that in him you may put your trust. You 
may rest assured, that he will deliver you from 
the snare of the hunter, and of the sharp sword; 
that, although a thousand may fall at your side , 
and ten thousand at your right hand, the evil shall 
not come nigh unto you : that, he will he with you 
in your trouble, and will deliver you, and glorify 
you: that he will fill you with length of days , and, 
in the end, will show you his salvation. 



Digitized by v^.ooQle 




161 



FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY. 



ON THE 'WISDOM AND GOODNESS OF GOD IN 
ENDURING THE WIOKEDNESS OF SINNERS. 

I 1 “ ~~ 



And the servant* said to him: wilt thou that we go, and gathet 
it up? And he said: No, lest while you gather up the cockle, 
you root up the wheat also together with it. Let both grow 
up until the harvest M ATT. xxiii. 28, &C. 



The parable, read on 
this day, explains the motives why the Almigh- 
ty patiently endures, and seems to pass over 
unnoticed the wickedness of sinners, at the 
time that their sins cry to heaven for vengeance, 
and justice demands that they should be swept 
from the face of the earth. The explanation of 
the parable is given by our Lord himself. He 
that soweth the good seed is the Son of Man, 
and the field, in which the seed is sown, is the 
world. The good seed are the children of the 
kingdom, or the faithful servants of God: and 
the cockle are the children of the wicked one, 
or sinne/s. The enemy, that soweth this seed, 
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is the devil : and the harvest is the end of the 
world. This, in few words, is the explanation 
of the parable. 

The great Creator formed this world, and 
peopled it for the purpose of training up souls 
for heaven. It was his will that all, and every 
one whom he placed therein, should be good 
seed, or, true and faithful servants. Nothing 
was wanting on his part, to produce this desira- 
ble effect. But, as his wisdom and justice had 
ordained to give free-will to man, the enemy — 
the devil, took advantage of this circumstance, 
and by his artful suggestions and allurements 
prevailed, and still continues to prevail over 
multitudes to prefer him and his slavery before 

the glorious liberty of the faithful children, 

Thus have his designs been counteracted : and 
in consequence of it, this world, instead of be- 
ing the habitation of faithful souls alone, is 
become a babel of confusion, the habitation of 
drunkards, of adulterers, of profane swearers, 
and of wicked men of every description. The 
number of the good is very small, when com- 
pared with the number of the reprobate. 

Solicitous for the preservation of these few, 
the Almighty restrains his anger:— he will not 
extirpate the wicked. He will not suffer that 
the cockle be gathered up, lest the reheat be rooted 
up together with it. He wills, for the sake of 
his beloved few, that they both grow Up until 
the harvest, that is, until the end of the world: 
Then it is, that he will cause the cockle to be 
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bound up, and thrown into unquenchable fire ; 
but the wheat he will gather into his bams. A 
few reflections on this subject will be instructive 
and edifying to you. 

With many it is a matter of astonishment 
that God, whom they consider as the God of 
justice, should suffer sin to remain so long 
unpunished: and from this forbearance of Al- 
mighty Justice, take occasion to assert, that 
there is either no account to be taken hereafter 
of the sins of men, or at least that they are not 
so displeasing in the sight of God as they are- 
represented to be by his ministers. For, they 
say, if the Almighty, the eternal God, hates 
sin with an infinite hatred, why does he not, ip 
his justice, immediately destroy the man who- 
dares to sin? But, in this parable, we see that 
the goodness and wisdom of God restrains the 
arm of his vengeance, in order to promote the 
welfare of his chosen servants. The elect are 
as dear to him as the apple of his eye. (Ps. xyi.) 
His whole designs, in the government of the 
world, are to protect them from evil, and to 
bring them forward towards their true country. 
He does not always bestow upon them, with a 
liberal hand, the things of this world. Op the 
contrary, although be made this world princi- 
pally for them, he wills that they should be 
deprived of their rights by the malice of the 
wicked ; or, according to the words of the gos- 
pel, that the good seed should be nearly chunked, 
up by the cockle, in order that, by their patient 
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suffering, they should be prepared for another 
and better world, which he had prepared for 
them. For he knew that the enjoyment of their 
rights, here, would, on many occasions, weaken 
their desires, and restrain their endeavours to 
prepare themselves for their inheritance hereaf- 
ter. Out of love, therefore, for them, he suffers 
the wicked to prosper, and seems to take no 
notice of their multiplied enormities. 

Were he, indeed, to sweep away from the 
face of the earth, every obstinate transgressor 
against his holy laws, were he to rain down fire 
from heaven, and consume the avaricious, the 
voluptuous, the intemperate, the unjust, the 
liars, the profane swearers, the lovers of the 
world, and the despisers of sanctity, and of 
holy exercises, what a general devastation 
would take place! To what a state would the 
world be reduced ! The earth would become 
almost an uninhabited, a barren, uncultivated 
wilderness. The remaining few would hardly 
be able to provide for themselves. In fact, the 
designs of God in favour of the good grain, or, 
of the elect, would, in part, be frustrated. For, 
were these judgments immediately to.take place, 
the number of the just would be diminished. 
There is not one amongst us, but has in the list 
of his ancestors one or more wicked men. 
There is not a saint in heaven, whose pedigree 
is not defiled by the crimes of one, or more, of 
bis forefathers.. The pedigree of our Lord him- 
g§lf, according to his humanity, is not exempt, 
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If the severity, therefore, of God’s -judgments 
had been inflicted on these transgressors, their 
posterity would not have received existence; 
and, of course, the holy men, who'sprang from 
them, would never have had a being. In the 
same manner, in after times, many just men 
will be found amongst the descendants of those, 
who are now in open rebellion against God. 
May it not, therefore, be said, that, if these 
wicked men were to be destroyed, the moment 
they transgressed, these just men, whom the 
Lord in his mercy has destined to eternal glory, 
would never be called into existence ? Ah! my 
brethren, were there no other motive, to induce 
the Almighty to spare the wicked for a time, 
this alone would be sufficient. Truly, his infi- 
nite love for his chosen servants, will not suffer 
the cockle to he gathered up, lest the wheat be also 
rooted up together with it. 

Many, and particularly in these times of ir- 
religion and doubt, will say, that, if instant 
death were to be the immediate consequence of 
sin, men would be constrained to believe, and 
the number of sinners would be reduced almost 
to nothing. A solitary wretch, now and then, 
would be the only victim of the wrath of heavert. 
For, where is the man, who would disbelieve, 
when he found that disbelief was instantly 
followed by sudden death ? Where is the man 
who would dare to act in opposition to the dic- 
tates of his conscience, if he invariably found 
that such opposition caused the culprit to be 



Digitized by v^.ooQle 




166 



FIFTH SUNDAY . 



instantly hurried before the tribunal of his 
offended God ? — But, how would such severity 
on the part of God, agree with the rules of 
strict, and unerring justice? A greater number, 
we will allow, would be induced to serve God. 
But what would be the motive ? Would it be 
through love — that amiable motive, which ought 
to influence all our actions ? No : they would 
serve him through fear. They would not have 
that free liberty of doing as they please, in 
which merit principally consists. Were a pa- 
rent to act in this manner towards his child: 
were he to stand over him with a lash, and to 
apply it severely every time, and at the very 
instant that he dared to disobey his commands, 
what gratification would he feel from his ready 
obedience? what probable idea could he form of 
the real dispositions of his mind ? what degree 
of merit would he think that he was entitled 
to? — Our state would be the same, were God to 
act towards sinners with the severity above 
described. The dread of his judgments would 
prevent the exercise of our free will. We 
should not, indeed, be necessitated to obey; 
nor would the power of acting as we please be 
taken from us-. But what is power, without 
the will? and what will should we, or could we 
have, when such evils were hanging over us? 
what will should we have to follow the inclina- 
tions of the flesh, when we saw that instant 
•death, and eternal punishments would be the 
consequence ? In a state, like this, could it 
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be said that we acquired merit by ready obedi- 
ence ? Could it be said that we justly acquired 
a title to an eternal reward ; or to any reward at 
all? No, my brethren, such obedience would 
be nothing better than the effects of self-love : it 
would owe its birth to that natural instinct of 
self-preservation, which is implanted in the 

hearts of all created beings. Truly, such 

Severity on the part of God would not be con- 
sistent with the rules of strict and unerring 
justice. 

Moreover, such instantaneous judgments 
would produce the most pernicious effects in the 
minds even of those, who sincerely desired to 
serve and love God through the purest motives. 
I myself, for example, supposing that I was of 
the number, (and it is my desire so to be) of 
those who sincerely wish to love God, and to 
serve him, more for the sake of his own adorable 
perfections, than from any motives of interest- 
ed self-love, I certainly should stand in need of 
every encouragement. Servile fear ought to 
be avoided : for servile fear and sincere lore 
seldom unite together. Now, were I to wit- 
ness these severities of God’s judgments ; were 
1 to hear that such or such a person had been 
suddenly cut off after the commission of a crime: 
were I to witness the sudden dissolution of a 
dear parent, a relative, or friend, and knew 
that it was on account of an act of rebellion to 
God, the consequence of which was eternal re- 
probation, how should I be able to preserve my 
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peace of mind ? Would it be possible for me to 
go on, fulfilling my duties with calm resigna- 
tion, and placid tranquillity ? No : I should be 
overwhelmed with terror and affright. My love 
for God would be changed into a dread of his 
judgments. I should be in constant alarm lest 
some others of my dearest friends should trans- 
gress, and be suddenly snatched from me. I 
should be in constant alarm for my own safety, 
lest, in an unguarded moment, I should sin, and 
be instantly consigned to a miserable eternity. 
A moderate degree of fear, I acknowledge, is 
necessary ; for, with fear and trembling we are 
to work out our salvation. But the fear, which 
this severity would produce in my mind, would 
be attended with the most serious consequen- 
ces : it would be the greatest stumbling-block 
to the salvation of the souls of men. It would 
almost banish the pure love of God from the 
earth, and substitute in its place sordid fear, 
and interested self-love. This our Lord well 
knew ; and therefore he said : Gather not up 
the cockle, lest yon root up the wheat together with 
it. Let both grow up until the harvest. 

There are other considerations, however, 
which, according to revelation, induce the all- 
wise Ruler of the universe to suspend the arm 
of his justice, and to suffer the wicked to live 
on in a state of seeming peace and security. 
The first is in direct opposition to the doctrine 
of those who believe in predestination, or who 
imagine that all the damned are damned from 
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necessity, without having a chance offered to 
them of serving and loving God, and saving 
their souls : I mean, a desire on the part of 
the Almighty, that time should be given to 
these rebellious souls to enter seriously into 
themselves, and bring forth worthy fruits of re- 
pentance. (Lukeiii.) For, notwithstanding the 
enormity of their sins, the God of all mercies is 
ready to receive them again into his favour. He 
has even declared, and confirmed his declarati- 
on with an oath, that he willeth not the death of 
the sinner , but that he be converted and live „ 
(Ezech. xxxiii.) 

In the second place it may be said, that h© 
suffers sinners to remain on the earth for th© 
trial and sanctification of his faithful servants.. 
The Providence of God is chiefly extended over 
those who serve him, or who will hereafter serve- 
him with a free good will. These he favours.. 
These he cherishes under the wings of his pa- 
ternal mercy, and causes every thing to contri- 
bute to the sanctification of their souls in this, 
life, and to their salvation in the next. The 
wickedness of sinners is made to produce these 
desirable effects. It exercises the piety of 
these faithful souls. It gives them opportuni- 
ties of testifying their love for God, and their- 
hatred of sin. It gives them opportunities of 
showing forth their zeal for the honour and 
glory of their Maker, and their hatred of his 
mortal enemy — the dtevil. It provides them with 
means of exercising charity* towards their peis. 

vol. i. a 
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eecutors, by preying and labouring for their 
reformation and conversion. It instils senti* 
pients of humility into their minds, by causing 
them to fear lest they likewise fall away in the 
time of temptation. It inspires them with con- 
fidence in the future mercies of “God, on account 
of the extraordinary favours they have hitherto 
received ; and with diffidence in their own 
strength, seeing so many thousands on every 
side, who have fallen victims to their own 
weakness and negligence. It causes them to 
be earnest in prayer, and diligent in the per- 
formance of all Christian duties, fearing lest 
negligence in small things should lead them on 
to a state of tepidity, and tepidity hurry them on 
to a state of actual rebellion against their God. 
It contributes to take off their affections from 
the things of this world, and to fix them on 
heaven, seeing that the love of perishable 
things is the chief cause of the wickedness and 
impiety, which reigns in the universe. 

These are some of the advantages which the 
just reap from their intermixture with sinners. 
There are others of a different kind. Thousands 
in the kingdom of heaven are indebted for their 
present happiness to the persecutions, which 
have been raised by tyrants against the Church 
of God. All and every one of the saints may be 
said to owe an increase, at least, of their hap- 
piness, to the persecutions which they experi- 
enced from wicked men during their earthly 
pilgrimage, It h$s always been the policy of 
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the enemy, to throw every obstacle in the way 
of the just ; either by endeavouring to allure 
them to vice, by holding out the deceitful plea-* 
sures of the world, or to deter them from virtue 
by the persecutions of worldly men. He stirs 
up his agents to despise them, to calumni* 
ate them, to oppress them, to tread them 
under foot, and to make them parables of re- 
proach. (Wisd. v.) He stirs them up to injure 
them in their persons, to injure them in their 
property, to injure them in their good name. 
He leaves no means untried, either to deter 
them from the practice of virtue altogether, o t 
to disturb the tranquillity of their minds, and 
prevent them from attaining to a supereminent 
degree of perfection. These are his endeavours. 
But the infinite goodness of God turns all to 
the advantage of his faithful servants. By 
the patient endurance of them, they satisfy 
God for the guilt of their past sins. By patient 
endurance, they learn to submit their will en- 
tirely, and without reserve, to the will of their 
Maker. By patient endurance, they learn to 
walk in the footsteps of their meek and suffering 
Jesus : and by patient endurance, they are pu- 
rified, like gold in the furnace, and prepared 
for the possession of their eternal inheritance. ! 

Thus, my brethren, are things arranged in this 
world in the way that will hasten on th£ Elect to 
the possession-of their eternal crown. An all- wise 
God bears with the sins of men, for the sake of 
his servants. He refuses not to let the unjust 
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partake of the rains of heaven, that the just may 
receive necessary moisture : he wills not that 
the cockle be gathered up, lest the wheat be 
rooted up together with it. But this state of 
things is not to last always. The harvest will 
come. The day of judgment is only delayed for 
a time. Then he will cause the cockle to be 
separated from the wheat, and he will cast it 
into unquenchable fire. Then he will take final 
vengeance, once for all. 

Oh ! let us admire the inscrutable ways of 
God to man. At the same time, let us look to 
ourselves, and see whether we have reason to 
reckon ourselves in the number of his faith- 
ful servants. If our conscience bear testimony 
that we are not deficient, in any matter of 
weight, in the observance of our duties towards 
God and our neighbours, we may comfort 
ourselves with the assurance that we are of the 
good grain, and that the dews of heaven will fall 
upon us, and nourish us, till such time as we 
are brought to maturity. We may comfort our- 
selves with the assurance, that all the calum- 
nies, injuries, affronts, and persecutions, 
which we endure from men, whether from sim 
ners or from the virtuous, (for even the virtuous 
have sometimes been deceived by the calum- 
nies of others, and have persecuted the inno- 
cent) we may comfort ourselves, I say, with 
the assurance, that all will turn to our good, 
and will contribute to the possession of our 
crown. 
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But, if we cannot flatter ourselves that all 
is right between us and God ; if our consciences 
accuse us of open violations of the laws of God, 
truly may it be said that the prospect before 
us is awful. The judgments of the Almighty 
are deferred only for a time. However we may 
seem to fatten on the earth, like the cockle, 
the harvest will quickly come, and then we 
shall be cut down without mercy, and cast into 
unquenchable fire. Whatever authority may 
be given to us over the humble servants of God : 
however much we may abuse them, and ca- 
lumniate them, and tread them under our feet, 
their reward for patient endurance will be laid 
up for them, and our punishment for perse- 
cuting them will not long be deferred. Oh ! 
let us not be of the number of the reprobate. 
Let us rather court humiliations and contempt 
for the love of Jesus. Let us endeavour to be 
of the number of the faithful servants of the 
Most High. Let us forsake our evil ways, 
and turn to the Lord our God. (Eccl. xvii.) No 
one is a reprobate of necessity. There is al- 
ways a door open for repenting sinners. How- 
ever grievous their sins may be, they are not 
beyond the power of God to pardon. In fact, 
he himself hath declared that he willeth not 
the death of the sinner, but that he be con- 
verted and live. (Ezech. xxxiii.) Sinners, I ex- 
hort you therefore to repent and amend. At- 
tend to this my remonstrance,' aiid you may 
rest assured that, from vessels of wrath, you 
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-will become vessels of election. And, if you 
persevere to the end in the practice of virtue, 
you may enjoy the comfortable assurance, that 
you will, hereafter, be made partakers with the 
saints in the fellowship of eternal glory. 
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ON THE GENERAL INFLUENCE WHICH PIETY 
EXERCISES OVER THE MIND OF THE 
TRUE CHRISTIAN, 



The kingdom of heaven is like to Leaven, which a woman took 
and hid in three measures of meal , until the whole was 
leavened Matt, xiii. 33. 



In the parable, which 
was the substance of the gospel on Sunday last, 
the kingdom of heaven was taken for the king- 
dom of God in this world ; or, for the whole 
congregation of mankind, in which the good 
and the bad, the wheat and the cockle, are 
mixed confusedly together. In the gospel of 
this day, the kingdom of God is taken in a dif- 
ferent sense, and conveys to us a lesson of 
another kind : — it is taken for the kingdom of 
God in the heart of the pious Christian ; and it ’ 
described, in an impressive manner, the effect 
which is produced, by the spirit of religion, in 
the general tenor of his life. 1 will simplify 
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it in the following manner. As the leaven , which 
the woman took, and hid in three measures 
of meal, caused the whole of it to enter intqa 
Mate of fermentation , and to become leavened , so 
does religion, when it is deeply fixed in the 
heart, take possession of all its powers, and infuse 
its spirit into all its affections . It becomes ena- 
moured of piety, and proposes to itself the 
honour and glory of God, and its own sanctifi- 
cation, as the only objects of its desires and 
actions. The soul becomes leavened, as the gos- 
pel expresses it, and she may truly be said to 
possess the kingdom of God within her. 

This view of the subject presents a spacious 
field for our consideration. Here we see the 
nature of true piety, and the effects which it 
necessarily produces in the mind. Here we see 
the state in which we ourselves ought to be, in 
order to form a part of the kingdom of God in 
this world. Here we 6ee what is necessary to 
be attended to, in order to be found worthy to 
possess the kingdom of God hereafter. Be at- 
tentive to the few reflections, which I shall pre- 
sent to you on this subject. 

“ My love is my weight,” says St. Augustine, 
“ by that am I carried whithersoever I am car- 
ried.” The object which engages the affections 
of the soul, will necessarily engross her atten- 
tion. Love is the main spring which directs 
her in almost all the occurrences of life. The 
will itself is .subject to the influence of love : 
Hence we see that the man, whose affections 
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are fixed on the vanities and pleasures of the 
“world, is continually seeking after dissipation 
and amusements: — that the man, whose great 
object is ambition, labours incessantly in the 
pursuit of honours and titles, and catches at 
the bubble — reputation, even in the cannon’s 
mouth: — that the man, whose darling passion 
is the love of money, endeavours to turn every 
thing to profit, and makes the amassing of 
riches the only object of his solicitude, and the 
almost exclusive subject of his thoughts: — that 
the man, whose god is his belly, and whose glory 
is his shame, is panting almost incessantly after 
the pleasures of eating and drinking, or after 
those vile gratifications, which ought not so 

much as to be named amongst Christians. 

We see the same, when the affections are fixed 
on mental acquirements, the arts and sciences. 
The philosopher, the poet, the artist, &c. have 
their thoughts almost incessantly fixed on the 
object of their pursuit, and seem to live for that 
alone. 

Thus it is with the children of men. It is in 
fact the nature of man. Their love is their 
weight. The chief object of their affections, is 
the chief object of their thoughts; and to the 
attainment of that object are devoted their la- 
bours and studies. 

From this we may learn, what effect will be 
produced in the soul, when God is the chief 
object of her affections. In him will be cen- 
tered her thoughts and solicitudes. To him 

vol. i. a a 
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will be directed her labours aud studies. His 
will will be her will : and what is most pleasing 
to him, will be most pleasing to her. This dis- 
position will not continue with her for a time 
only. It will be permanent. It will never 
cease until she withdraws her affections from 
this great object, and fixes them again on 
perishable things. It is in Christ that she will 
live, and move, and exist: and the only com- 
pletion of her desires will be, to be dissolved 
and to be with him in the mansions of his 
eternal glory. 

From this short view it may be collected how 
incorrect are the ideas of those, who imagine 
that the kingdom of God is established in their 
.hearts by certain experiences , as they call thenp, 
or pretended admonitions of the spirit, while at 
the same time they are wedded to the world, 
and to worldly gratifications ; and vainly con- 
clude that they are justified from sin, and ren- 
dered incapable of sinning any more; that they 
are admitted into the number of the elect, and 
that, die when they will, they are certain of 
eternal happiness. It may be collected, like- 

wise, that their ideas are incorrect, who Ima- 
gine that faith alone, or a strong confidence in 
the all-sufficient merits of Christ, is the only- 
requisite for salvation, thereby excluding the 
necessity on our parts of corresponding with the 
graces of God, of doing any thing, that is good, 
or of repenting of our past offences. In fact, 
ideas of this kind are the vain devices of the 



Digitized by v^.ooQle 




AFTER EPIPHANY. 



179 



depraved heart of man, and tend to nothing 
less than the demolishing the wall of separa- 
tion between virtue and vice, and flattering sig- 
ners with the idea that they are as acceptable 
in the sight of God as the doers of the word. 

It may likewise be collected, that the ideas of 
those members of the Catholic Church are in- 
correct, who imagine that the kingdom of God 
is established within them, merely because they 
recite long prayers, frequent the sacraments, 
^relieve the distressed, endure persecutions, or 
are ready to submit even to death itself, in 
defence of their religion, when at the same 
time they are devoid of the spirit of charity, 
are unmortified in their affections, and are 
seeking the gratification of their own feelings, 
rather than the honour and glory of God. 

Very different from all this is the kingdom of 
God, when established in the soul. This king- 
dom is no other than the true spirit of enlight- 
ened piety. When that spirit is received and 
encouraged, it pervades every power : it purges 
out by degress, the old leaven of concupiscence, 
and exercises a general influence over her whole- 
conduct. When that spirit is fully established, 
it animates the whole soul with- divine love : it 
suffers not a single fibre of the heart to be 
attached ta any created being or thing, but 
with reference to him. It places before hep 
eyes in their true colours, the false charms and 
allurements, and follies of a vain world, and 
induces her to take off her affections entirely- 

a a a 
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freon them. It cause* her to labour strenuous!/ 
and successfully in subjecting all her passions 
to the motions of grace ; and enables her, in 
every action, and in every occurrence of life,, to 
have no other object in view but the honour and 
glory of God, and her own salvation. 

. However, to present this subject before you r 
eyes in the clearest light, I will describe the 
general conduct of a Christian, in whose soul 
the kingdom of God has.been established, and 
who has experienced the effects of that leaven 
of piety, by the operation of : which, he is 
changed from a child of vanity and folly, from 
a child longing only after, momentary gratifies-, 
tions, into a true servant of God, . who looks to 
the completion of all this hopes in the enjoy* 
ment of his Creator, in a happy eternity. -A 
description of this kind will be like a mirror, 
reflecting the features of that .amiable charac- 
ter, which every one of you ought to seek to 
acquire.- — The true Christian, at all times, 
looks up to heaven, as his only true country. 
Hi* life in this world he considers as nothing 
better than a state of exile, a banishment from 
his true home. The things of this world he 
values no more *than as they are necessary to 
support his existence, or to enable him to en- 
dure the fatigues and labours of bis pilgrimage. 
He places not his happiness in them: nor is he 
splicitous or anxious about them; knowing that 
f!e, who clothes the lilies of the fields, and feeds 
(he birds of the air, will not leave him dest;. 
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tute.— — If superabundance be &iven to him, he 
squanders it not away in useless pleasures, dr 
thoughtless prodigality. He considers his pos- 
sessions not as his own, but as goods entrusted" 
to him, to be employed in the manner, which 
will be agreeable to the will of his great Master 
— the giver and proprietor of all earthly things. 
He regulates his expenses according to his sta- 
tion in life : and after having reserved what is 
necessary for the decent establishment of his 
family, he endeavours with the rest, to draw 
down blessings from heaven by works of cha- 
rity. If he is placed in a state of depend- 

anoe, nr poverty, he is cheerfully resigned to it. 
He labours for his daily bread with patience 
and resignation. He enters upon his work with 
the conviction that it is the will of God; and 
bis only solicitude is to fulfil it carefully and 
diligently. If he gain more than what is neces- 
sary for his homely subsistence, he does not 
appropriate the overplus to the gratification of 
his passions, nor does he hoard it up with anxi- 
ous solicitude. Although prudence suggests to 
him, the propriety of. preparing for the evil day, 
he looks up to God as his great Master, and is 
ready to part with his little savings, whenever 
it shall please him to take it away, or he gladly 
devotes it to those purposes, which he graci- 
ously points out to him. If it be the will of 

God that he acquire not, by his daily labour, a 
sufficiency for a comfortable subsistence, he 
dftes not repine. He receives the little, which 
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he earns, with thankfulness. He endures pri- 
vations with a willing mind ; and he continues 
to rely on the providence of God, knowing that 
he will be faithful to his promises ; and, conse- 
quently, that as 4ong as he seeks his kingdom 
and his justice in -the first place, a sufficiency 
for his support will be given to him. (Matt, v.) 

Thus does the Christian, in whose soul the 
kingdom of God is established, bless and praise 
the Author of his existence, in prosperity and 
in adversity. The will of God alone is his will : 
and he knows that he cannot be wholly submis- 
sive to this h'is will, unless he is submissive to 
his will in all temporal concerns. Some- 

times, indeed, he indulges in innocent amuse- 
ments : but his motive is, because human na- 
ture requires relaxation from time to time. He 
never indulges in them to the prejudice of his 
neighbour, or of his health, nor when duty calls 
him to other occupations. His only object in 
these, as in all other things, is to please God ; 
and he refrains from them when he is conscious 
that the will of God requires him so to do. 

Although it is the only ambition of his soul 
to serve and love God, he is not unmindful o i 
the infirmities of human nature, and of the 
dangers, with which he is surrounded. He fre- 
quently calls to mind the declaration of the 
apostle, that no one stands so firm, but he has 
reason to fear lest he fall. (1 Cor. x.) He, con- 
sequently, humbles himself in the sight of God, 
and by grayer and watchfulness endeavours to 
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"be. always ready to resist temptation. He takes 
alarm at the first approach of the enemy. Even 
the smallest fault he strenuously labours to 
avoid, dreading lest the ehemy should by de- 
grees gain an ascendancy over, him, and lead 
him into transgressions of a . more serious na- 
ture. The very name of sin makes him trem- 
ble. He dreads it above all other evils. He 
dreads it more than the loss of health, or wealth, 
or good name, or wife, or children, or friends. 
He dreads it more than the loss of life itself. 
And he dreads it, on account of its opposition 
to the will of Him, who is his great Creator, 
whose love is dearer to him than all created 

things besides. r— I pretend not to say that 

he never falls into sin. This would be too dis- 
couraging to the generality of Christians. The 
scripture itself says that the just man falls seven 
times : (Prov. xxiv.) The most perfect are lia- 
ble to be surprised. The most perfect are open 
to temptation, and may sometimes not be pro- 
perly prepared for resistance. ' There is, how- 
ever, an essential difference between the Chris- 
tian, whose faults are only venial, whose trans- 
gressions are very rare, who sins only through 
surprise, and who immediately returns to God 
by sincere repentance, and the man, who trans- 
gresses through the corruption of his own heart, 
who sins mortally and frequently, and whose 
sentiments of repentance are only for a time; 
without any effectual amendment. In the one* 
they are faults, which do not deprive the soul of 
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the grace of God; in the other, they are Crimea, 
which will never be forgiven, unless they are 
sincerely repented of, and truly and entirely 
forsaken. 

Thus it is, my brethren, that the true chris> 
tian is renewed in the newness of life. Thus it 
is that the leaven, which is hid in his soul, 
causes the whole to be leavened. Although he 
still continues to feel the infirmities of human 
nature, its corruption is subdued: the old leaven 
is purged out. He lives in God and for God. 
His whole heart is centered in him. Earthly 
things he counts but as dung, provided he can 
but gain Christ. (Phil, iii.) Although he is 
obliged to seek after them by hard labour, for 
the purpose of providing for his support, he 
files not his affections on them. He uses them 
as if he used them not: and at all times, and in 
all occurrences, he makes them contribute to 
the honour of God, and to the sanctification of 

his soul. Oh ! how justly is the kingdom of 

God in the heart of such a Christian likened to 
leaven, which a woman took and hid in three 
measures of meal, until the whole was leavened! 
How perfectly is he disengaged from all earthly 
ties! How truly has he his conversation in 
heaven ! 

My brethren, it behoveth you seriously to 
examine how far your character agrees with the 
one I have delineated. Do not deceive your- 
-selves. The kingdom of God must necessarily 
be established in your souls in this world, or 
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you will not form a part of his kingdom in the 
next. Can you, therefore, flatter yourselves 
that the leaven of piety and religion has pene- 
trated all the powers of your souls, and purged 
out the old leaven of ungodliness, and worldly 
desires ? Can it be said with truth, that you 
live in Christ, and that Christ liveth in you ? 
Does it appear evident by the general tenor of 
your conduct, that your soul is centered in 
God, that you will nothing but the will of God> 
and that you seek nothing but God, and your 
salvation, in all your employments, and in all 
your pursuits ? Does the testimony of those, who 
are best acquainted with your conduct, in pri- 
vate as well as public, affirm that your lives 
are like the lives of strangers, and pilgrims 
in this world, journeying on without stop to- 
wards your true country, the heavenly Jeru- 
salem? I fear that there are not many of 
whom this testimony will be given : and I fear 
that few amongst you will testify to that effect 
even of yourselves. The truly virtuous will 
not, through sentiments of humility : and the 
ungodly will be deterred by the stings of k 
guilty conscience. But, although ho one will 
dare to give this testimony of himself, let each 
on^ examine the nature of the deficiencies, of 
which his conscience accuses him. Let him 
ascertain, whether they are essential, or not : 
whether they proceed from the weakness, or from 

the corruption of human nature ?- If there be 

reasonable hopes that they proceed merely from 
vol. i. Bb 
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the weaknesses inseparable from mortal man, 
he may encourage himself by the most confi- 
dent assurance, that the God, whom he wishes 
to serve, will never forsake him. But, if it ap- 
pear but too manifest, that they arise from the 
corruption of human nature, they prove, beyond 
a doubt, that the whole soul is not leavened, 
hnd that the whole of her affections are not cen- 
tered in God. Now, take notice, if only one 
inordinate affection possess your heart, it will 
be sufficient to banish God entirely from it. 
He is a jealous God. He will have the whole 
heart, or he will have none. If a single part be 
alienated from him, the whole will be rejected 
by him. And, if it be rejected by him, it ne- 
cessarily becomes the property of that other 
master, whose only object is its destruction. 

Be solicitous, therefore, and endeavour to 
encourage the growth of piety in your souls. 
If you are conscious that your lives have not 
been hitherto regulated according to the laws of 
God, begin seriously, and without delay. It 
is not too late. Even now the kingdom of God 
may be established in you, Hie case would 
not be hopeless, were you even conscious that 
you had hitherto frequently begun, and as often 
fallen away again. — -If it has been, and now is, 
your real desire to raise the edifice of piety in 
your soul, and you perceive that much hag, 
wood, and stubble, is mixed up in the building, 
take courage, and encrease your exertions. In 
a word, whatever may have been your past con- 
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duct, and whatever may be your present state, 
resolve to profit of the grace of God for the time 
to come. Were the seeds of piety, which now 
exist in your souls, no larger than the grain of 
mustard-seed, mentioned in another parable 
of this day’s gospel, by care and diligence they 
may be nourished, and brought to maturity. 
They may be cherished in such a manner, as to 
cause them to shoot their branches far and near, 
and at length, to fill the whole capacity of your 
interior. 

Be, therefore, earnest in your endeavours. 
The kingdom of heaven is worth contending- 
for. A crown of immortal glory, however ardu- 
ous its conquest, is worth all your labour. It- 
is like a treasure hidden in a field, and were you 
to sell all that you had, in order to purchase that 
field, it may he said that you gained it free- 
cost. — —Exert, therefore, every power of your 
souls, Correct all your errors, and repent of' 
all your past transgressions. Take off your af- 
fections from earthly things, and give your- 
hearts to God. He, in return, will give his 
whole self to you. He will come, and take up. 
his abode in you. He will establish his king- 
dom in your souls in this life, and he will pre«~. 
pare you for his kingdom in the next. 



»ba 
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ON THE RENOVATION OF OUR FERVOUR. 



Why stand you here all the day idle f MaTT. xx. 0L 



The parable of this Sun- 
day is intended by the Church to serve as an 
admonition to the faithful, that it is now time 
to forsake the ways of idleness and sin, and to 
enter seriously into the service of their Lord. 
The time is at hand, when the children of the 
promise will commence their annual course of 
Lent, and endeavour, by fasting and prayer, to 
complete the subjugation of their passions, 
and reduce their flesh into the subjection of the 
spirit. The time is at hand, when the whole 
universal Church, spread over all nations, and 
comprising in her bosom all peoples, and tribes, 
and tongues, will unite all her efforts, and in 
one body endeavour to disarm the anger of God, 
and avert the severe judgments, which the sins 
of men have deserved, 
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Attend, therefore, my brethren, to this admo- 
nition, stand no longer idle in the market-place. 
Obey the summons without delay, and enter 
into the vineyard of your Lord. You are all 
conscious of many sins, and many imperfec- 
tions. You are all assured that you have not 
laboured in the vineyard in the manner that 
was required of you. The summons, therefore, 
is with propriety addressed to you all. Yes, my 
brethren, it is my duty, and it is your duty, to 
begin, now at least, in good earnest : to run 
henceforward, not as at an uncertainty; to fight, 
not as if we were beating the air : but to chas- 
tise our bodies, and reduce them into subjec- 
tion, lest we become castaways from the face of 
the Almighty. (1 Cor. ix.) 

Many times has the Lord, during the course 
of our lives, invited us to diligence in his ser- 
vice. At the third hour, the sixth, and the 
ninth hour, he said to us, by the voice of his 
ministers: go ye into my vineyard. It is now, 
perhaps, the eleventh hour, and he renews the 
invitation. Oh! let us no longer be deaf to his 
calls; for the night cometh on, in which no man 
can work. Let us enter seriously into his ser- 
vice ; for our all depends upon it for eternity. 
A few reflections on this subject shall form the 
substance of this discourse. 

In temporal things men are generally inqui- 
sitive : and experience daily teaches, that, in 
promoting worldly success, men are generally 
eager and solicitous. Were I a minister of the 
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world, as I am a minister of the gospel, and 
were it in my power, in consequence thereof, to 
point out, or provide means to you, who are 
here assembled, of realising an immense pro- 
perty, with little risk, and little labour, there 
is not one, who would not listen to my plans 
with most anxious expectation : there is hot 
one, who would not immediately embrace the 
means, and congratulate himself on the happi- 
ness of possessing the opportunity of procuring 
such blessiugs for himself and family. This is 
human nature, and it is not to be condemned. 
But, from this disposition, a powerful argument 
may be drawn to show the inconsistency of 
those, who are eager to promote their interests 
in this world, and who are listless and indiffe- 
rent as to their interests in the next. 

Were it, then, in my power, to point out to 
you infallible means of enriching yourselves in 
this world, you would listen to me with eager 
attention, and would consider me as your 
greatest benefactor. Although you know that 
worldly possessions are uncertain, and sensual 
gratifications momentary; — although you know 
that all earthly things will be snatched out of 
your hands by death, and that a dreadful re- 
sponsibility will be incurred by the momentary 
possession of them; — although you know that 
this family-— these children of yours, for whose 
temporal good you are so solicitous, will, in the 
coureenf one single century, be in their graves, 
aud their descendants, perhaps, again reduced 
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to a state of poverty, and these possessions, 
which you had acquired with so much labour, 
be transferred to other hands; — although you 
know all this, nevertheless you would listen to 
my plans with the most anxious attention : not 
a word that fell from my lips would be lost. . 

There is nothing, however, to be wondered 
at in this. There is planted in the breast of 
every one a solicitude for self-preservation. Of 
course, there is a solicitude to procure those 
things upon which self-preservation depends.. 
And as the mind of man is capable of provid- 
ing for future as well as present w r ants, this so- 
licitude induces him to seek to lay up. stores, 
or to acquire a superabundance, in order that 
these wants may be satisfied. This is accord- 
ing to the order of nature : and when it is not 
carried beyond the bounds of reason, or the 
laws of the gospel, it is not to be reproved. 

But, at the same time, it ought to be remem- 
bered, that this world is not our permanent 
place of abode, that our souls are immortal, 
and that happiness or misery everlasting awaits 
us as soon as this our earthly tabernacle is dis- 
solved. It ought to be remembered, that, by 
the light of faith, we know that happiness 
everlasting is to be acquired, and misery ever- 
lasting to be avoided, by our own exertions, 
during the time that we are in this body. Con- 
sequently it ought to be remembered, that the 
solicitude for self-preservation in another world 
opght to occupy that place in our mind which 
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its magnitude and importance requires. Had 
we been made for this world alone, the Almighty 
would have formed us after such a manner as 
to have been able to find rest and contentment 
in the enjoyment of earthly things : — he would 
have put us on a level, at least, with the other 
animals of the creation. But, my brethren, 
this is not the case. However great a share we 
may obtain of the things of this world, happi- 
ness is not to be found in the enjoyment of it; 
There is always a something in the mind that 
causes perplexity and uneasiness. Remorse 
for the past, and anxiety for the future, always 
intrudes itself, and prevents our enjoyment, 
sometimes even of the present moment. 

If, then, true happiness is not to be found 
here, however extensive our possessions may 
be, is it not right, is it not rational, is it not a 
duty which we owe to ourselves, that we should 
feel a greater solicitude for that happines, which 
will never fade, which will never fall away, 
than for that which is merely a shadow of hap- 
piness, and which, like a shadow, is merely 
momentary ? And if my ministry would be 
respected, and my words caught up with avi- 
dity, were it in my power to point out to you 
certain means of obtaining this shadow of happi- 
ness, by putting you in the way of acquiring large 
possessions, ought not my ministry to be more 
respected, and my words more eagerly attended 
to, when it is known that I am impowered to 
point out to you means ofobtuiuing eternal hap- 
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piness ? and not only eternal happiness, but 
happiness in this world — the most perfect hap- 
piness that can be enjoyed on this side the 
grave , — the approving testimony of a good consci- 
ence? Nevertheless, this is my. ministry, — a 
ministry, impowering me to point out to you 
certain means of obtaining possession of every 
thing that is desirable — every thing that is per- 
manent — every thing that can contribute to your 

temporal and eternal welfare. And with what 

attention is it that you listen to my words? 
With what avidity is it that you embrace the 
means described ? 

I speak not of myself, as if I possessed su- 
perior wisdom, or was enlightened above others 
of my state : but I speak of myself as a minis- 
ter of the gospel, whose office it is, in virtue of 
the commission received from the successors of 
the Apostles, to preach to you the words of life, 

the doctrines of salvation. In consideration 

of the character, therefore, which I bear, I say : 
what attention do you pay to my words ? and 
what endeavours do you make to follow what I 
recommend? You are well assured that I 
speak to you nothing of my own. Your faith 
tells you, that the means which I prescribe for 
obtaining permanent happiness, are means cer- 
tain and infallible,— means, pointed out by Truth 
itself in the gospel. And what attention is it 
that you pay to them ? Can you say from your 
heaTts, that you feel a greater solicitude to 
profit by this knowledge, which is imparted to 
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you. than you would, were my instructions 
■merely concerning the means of obtaining pos- 
session of the mammon of this world ? And if 
you cannot give this testimony of yourselves, 
may it not with justice be said, that you are 
more solicitous for this world than for the next, 
■i— that your hearts are centered more in perisha- 
ble than in eternal things, — that you seek your 
consolation here, more than yo\ir happiness 
hereafter— *that you love this world more than 
God — that you are deficient in an essential 
point of Christian piety — and that you are not 
in the way which leads to the possession of 
that which ought to be the only object of your 
ambition ? 

Oh ? my brethren, let not this world any 
longer engross your affections. Fix your eyes 
<m that crown of inconceivable and immortal 
glory, which is set before you ; and suffer not 
momentary pleasures, or perishable possessi- 
ons, to turn you away from it. Stand not all 
the day idle in the market-place of the world.. 
Your Lord invites you into the vineyard. Enter 
4nto it with the determined resolution of labour- 
ing in earnest in the service of your master. 

What is the world, and all that it contains, 
when compared with your souls ? What will 
all the emoluments, the riches, the pleasures, 
the honours of this world, avail you hereafter, 
if your souls are eternally separated from God, 
and consigned to the horrors of never-ending 
torments? Is time worthy to be compared with 
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eternity! Are momentary gratifications wor- 
thy to be compared with infinite and eternal 
happiness ? Is earth worthy to be compared 
with heaven ? — Oh ! be not of the number of 
those, of whom it is said by the spirit of God, 
that they are wiser in their generation thaH the 
children of light. (Luke xvi.) Be not of the 
number of those, who are more ingenious, and 
more persevering in contriving for their tempo- 
ral support, than for their eternal welfare. 

The evils of this life admit of many comforts. 
Poverty may be endured, and endured with 
cheerfulness, when we are submissive to the will 
of God. Sufferings of body may be endured, 
and consolation derived from them, when we 
-reflect that they are our due, and that God 
sends them for our greater good. All the evils 
of life may be endured with patience and re- 
signation, provided we are disposed to make all 
things contribute to our eternal welfare. — But 
-the loss of our souls is an evil> which cannot be 
repaired. It is an evil far surpassing all other 
evils put together. It is . an evil which- admits 
.not of the least glimpse of consolation or hope. 

Where is now the rich man, of whom our 

Lord spoke in the gospel ? What do all his 
.pleasures and riches profit him now ? His soul 
-is lest. He is burning, and will continue to- 
buro for ever in the- flames of the bottomless 
abyss: and it is in vain- that be- craves fora 
single drop of water to cool his tongue^ There 
• are others, of your fellow-creatures, by thou- 
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sands and tens of thousands in the same un- 
happy condition. There, in those regions of 
darkness, where no order but everlasting horror 
dwelleth, they unceasingly exclaim: What hath 
pride profited ns? or what advantage hath the 
boasting of riches brought us ? All those things 

have passed away like a shadotv. (Wisd. v.) 

Truly, my brethren, the loss of your souls, is 
the loss, of every thing that is valuable. It is a 
loss which you cannot dread too much. It is a 
loss which you cannot be too eager to avert. 

Frequently ask yourselves these questions : 

“ For what end was I made ? Why was I sent 
into this world ? Was it to amass riches? Was > 
it to run after sensual delights ? Was it to 
exalt myself by pride above my fellow-crea- 
tures ? Was it to lift up my hand against my 
Maker, and to seek pleasure in the very act of 
rebellion against him ? No: it was to save my 
soul: it was that I might prepare myself for the 
enjoyment of God in the next world, by faith- 
fully serving him during the few years of my 
sojourning here.” Reason in this manner with 
yourselves, particularly on those occasions, 
when the cares and solicitudes of this world are 
urging you to neglect the service of God, and 
to give your whole attention to temporal things. 
— - — If, like St. Paul, in the midst of the vicis- 
situdes of this uncertain world, you were to for- 
get the things that are behind, and to stretch 
forward to those that are hefore : — were you 
frequently to figure to yourselves in imagine- 
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tion, the state in which your souls 'will be a 
thousand years hence, and to form a conception 
of the ideas, which you will then entertain, obi 
with what contempt would you look down on 
all terrestrial things ! Do now what you will 
then wish to hare done. Serve God, as you 
will then wish to have served him. Repent of 
your sins as sincerely as you will then wish to 
have repented. Comply as faithfully with your 
duties, as you will then wish to have done; and 
all will be well with you. 

This world, my brethren, was made for you, 
and. not you for the world. It was intended 
merely as a place of pilgrimage — a desert, 
through which you were to travel to the land of 
promise — the heavenly Jerusalem. It was in- 
tended as a place of trial, where you were to 
prove your fidelity to your Almighty Creator, 
and gain a title to a reward. You were not, 
therefore, made for the earth. You were made 
for a more excellent place of residence, — far 
infinite and eternal happiness in the bosom of 
the Divinity itself. — — Think of this, my bre- 
thren, and entertain such sentiments of the 
world, and of worldly things, as they deserve. 
Do not value them at a higher rate than they 
are worth: for this would be deceiving your- 
selves to your future sorrow and loss. Look 
upon Jesus as the author and finisher of your 
hope. Be convinced that the enjoyment of his 
love and friendship, is preferable to every other 
enjoyment : and that the possession of him 
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is more to be prized than all other things. 
What things were gam to me, says St. Paul, 
those I have counted loss for Christ. I count aU 
things to be but loss for the excellent knowledge of 
Jesus Christ , my Lord ; for whom I have suffered 
the loss of all things, and count them but as dung, 
that I may gain Christ. (Phil, iii.) This is 
truly, my brethren, the only business of impor- 
tance worthy of your attention. If you have 
hitherto neglected it ; if you have been standing 
idle in the market-place, now, at least, accept the 
invitation of your Lord, enter into his vineyard, 
and labour with all earnestness to bring forth 
fruit in due season. Divide not your services 
between God and the world. Give all to him, 
to whom all is due. Make his- honour and 
glory the object of all your actions, and of all 
your desires. Place heaven before your eyes 
at all times, and in all places. Run not as at an 
uncertainty; but be resohred to make your calling 
and election sure, by the practice of all Christian 
duties. Fight not , as if beating the air; but 
resist all your spiritual enemies with manful- 
ness : resist all the allurements of the world, 
and all the concupiscences of the flesh, with a 
firm confidence in the grace of God, and a 
determined resolution to sacrifice your all in 
this world, rather than expose your souls to the 
danger of being eternally lost. 

Now, my brethren, is the acceptable time. 
•The whole Church of God is about to com- 
mence her annual course of penance. There 
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are many probably amongst you, of whom it 
may be said, that it is now the eleventh hour, 
and that the night is coming on, in which no- 
man can work. Who these may be, it is im- 
possible for any mortal being to ascertain- 
The length of life does not depend on the num- 
ber of years. The young as well as the old, 
the healthy as well as the infirm, are all within 
the reach of the scythe of death, and are all 

liable to be cut down at a moment’s notice. 

Enter, therefore, into the vineyard of the Lord 
without delay. Wait not till your last hour is 
come, and’ the fatal summons arrive. Begin, 
and begin seriously: and then, were the sum- 
mons to appear before your Lord, to come even 
at a moment’s notice, you will be found worthy 
to receive a reward equal to that which will be 
received by those, who have borne the burthen 
of the day and of the heats. But do not delay. 
Devote the remainder of your time, whether 
long or short, to the love and service of God; 
and you may rest assured that, if you persevere 
to the end, he who is ever faithful to his pro- 
mises, will be ready to receive you into his 
everlasting dwelling. 
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SEX AGES fM A SUNDAY. 



ON HEARING THE WORD QF OOD. 



The teed it the word of God. , Luke riii. 11. 



The parable of this day 
is explained by our Lord himself in a manner 
intelligible to the weakest capacity. The seed 
is the word of God — that word, which you are 
on this day assembled to hear. The soil, on 
which this seed is cast, is your souls : and the 
encrease, which it ought to produce, is not less 
than an hundred fold. If this encrease be not 
produced, the reason is either because the seed 
fell by the way side, and is trodden under foot ; 
or because it fell upon a rock, and was soon 

choked up by thorns and briars. Or, in 

other words, if the word of God do not fructify 
in a due manner in the souls of those who hear 
it, the reason is, not that the seed is not good, 
but because there is a want of proper disposi- 
tion in the hearers. In some it produces no 
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more fruit than seed which is sown on the high- 
way : and these are they, who have little or no 
sentiment of piety : who come to hear the word 
of God more through custom or curiosity, than 
with the desire of profiting by it: and who, if 
an impression be made on their minds by the 
zealous exhortations of their pastor, the effect 
is only momentary : — they believe only for a time. 
In others, the effect is of longer duration, but 
ceases before it comes to maturity. And these 
are they, who come to hear the word of God 
with desires of profiting by it; who listen with 
attention; who seek for instruction, and who 
gain a knowledge of the duties which the gospel 
requires of them. In these the seed begins to 
grow up : but, unfortunately, they suffer them- 
selves to be overpowered by the eares and soli- 
citudes of the world. During the greater part 
of the week, instead of devoting a space of 
time to meditation and serious consideration on 
' the truths that they have heard, their thoughts 
are wholly absorpt by their domestic concerns, 
their business, or their pleasures, and long be- 
fore the next Sunday arrives, the effects pro-, 
duced by the preceding instructions are totally 

effaced. Others there are, but unfortunately 

the number is very small, who come to hear the 
word of God, not only with desires, but with 
resolutions of profiting by it. These are they, 
who, with the royal prophet, meditate on his 
law day and night, who apply in real earnest 
to the sanctification of their souls, and who 
vop. u p d 
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persevere in their labours, until they have at- 
tained the summit of Christian perfection. This 
is the good soil described in this day’s gospel. 
These are the dispositions, which you all ought 
to possess. A few reflections on this subject 
cannot be otherwise than profitable to you. 

The word of God is a treasure of inestimable 
Talue. It was purchased for you by the labours 
and ministry of the Son of God: and it is the 
guide which is to direct you in the way of hap- 
piness. To be deprived of this treasure is a 
great evil, and it was one of the most dreadful 
judgments that he formerly inflicted on his 
chosen people under the old law. To possess 
this treasure unpolluted, and undiminished, is 
one of the greatest consolations and blessings, 
that the servant of God can enjoy. — This word 
is no other than the truths, which the Supreme 
Being has revealed to man, on the knowledge 
and fulfilment of which his salvation depends. 
The full knowledge of them all was imparted by 
our Saviour to the apostles, with a positive in- 
junction that they should go and teach all 
nations. They were appointed the guardians 
and teachers of his law, and from them there 
was to be no appeal. In obedience to this 
command, these heavenly inspired men preached 
and taught. They instructed the world both by 
writing and by word of mouth. To perpetuate 
the great work, they appointed and ordained 
others to succeed them, giving them the same 
injunction, which they themselves had received, 
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namely, that they should preach and teach, and 
band down to future ages the truths which had 
been entrusted to them. A regular succession 
of teachers and interpreters of the law has con- 
tinued through every age, and by their means 
the word of God and the truths of salvation 
have descended to us. You enjoy the blessing 
of having one of these , successors to administer 
to you the word of life. The instructions which 
he delivers to you, both as to articles of faith 
and duties of morality, are the same all-saving 
doctrines, which were delivered by the apostles 
to their immediate successors. They may be 
traced through every age, and in every nation 
where Christianity has prevailed. They are 
doctrines which have led innumerable saints to 
heaven: and they are doctrines, which will lead 
you to the same place of happiness, if you fol- 
low them as the saints did. They are doctrines, 
which have removed the ignorance of the un- 
wise, administered comfort to the afflicted, re- 
pressed the rashness of the presumptuous, and 
dispelled the horrors of despair. They are doc- 
trines, which have resolved the doubts of the 
timid, converted the most obstinate sinners, 
and advanced the just to the highest pinnacle 
of perfection. They are doctrines, which, al- 
though they were a stumbling-block to the Jew, 
and a scandal to the Gentile, have excited the 
admiration of the most learned, and surpass all 
the exalted and sublime morality of the most 
eminent philosophers^ They are doctrines, in 
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a word, which, notwithstanding their sublimity, 
may be acquired by the illiterate as well as by 
the learned, by the uncivilized Indian, as well 
as by the enlightened European. They are 
adapted to the practice of all: to make the 
paths of life sweet to the poor and afflicted, as 
well as to the opulent and easy : to check the 
vices of the great, as well as of the little; and 
to direct into the paths of life the king, as well 
as the meanest subject. 

These are the doctrines which are delivered 
to you, and they are well worthy your most 
serious consideration. They are doctrines, 
which you cannot acquire of yourselves: for, 
as St. Paul Says, the word of God comes by 
hearing. (Rom. x.) They are doctrines which 
you must receive from your pastors. This you 
know, and therefore you reverence their minis- 
try. You look up to them as the shepherds 
and feeders of your souls. You exclaim, with 
the apostle and the royal prophet: How beauti- 
ful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of 
peace, of them that bring glad tidings of good 
things. (Rom. x.) Although you may occa- 
sionally discover in them the symptoms of 
human infirmity, inseparable from our . frail 
nature, you know that the veracity of the word 
of God is not diminished thereby. Yes, my 
brethren, you are well assured that no one 
attains the perfection of angels, as long as they 
remain in this mortal state; and therefore, 
although the minister of the word may not 
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always possess that spirit of mildness, that per- 
fect serenity of mind in the midst of provoca- 
tions,. that perfect uniformity of temper, that 
constant guard over the tongue, that perfect 
art of making himself all to all so as to gain 
all, in a word, that perfection in all virtues, 
which becomes the sanctity of his state, you 
are well assured that the word of life, which he 
delivers to you, is pure and undefiled ; that it 
is the living and effectual word, more piercing 
than a two-edged sword, and reaching unto the 
division of the soul and the spirit, of the joints 
also, and the marrow. (Heb. iv.) Although, 
likewise, he may not possess the most shining 
talents, although he may not be able to please 
the ear with lengthened periods, and finished 
specimens of oratory ; although he may not be 
master of that graceful delivery, and insinuat- 
ing deportment, which are witnessed in perfect 
orators, you are assured that the words, which 
he delivers to you, are still the words of truth 
and life, and are equally entitled to your atten- 
tion. The great St. Paul, as he himself testi- 
fies, came not in loftiness of speech or wisdom. 
He judged himself not to know any thing, but 
Jesus Christ and him crucified. He was in the 
midst of his converts in weakness, and in fear, 
and in much trembling: and his speech and his 
preaching was, not in the persuasive words 
of human wisdom, but in showing of the 
spirit and the power: that faith might not 
stand on the wisdom of man, but on the power 
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of God. (1 Cor. ii.) If the minister, from whom 
you receive the word of God, possess no other 
quality than what St. Paul, in his humility, 
ascribes to himself, if he be among you in 
weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling, 
if he know nothing but Jesus Christ, and him 
crucified ; that is to say, if he be a faithful and 
regular minister of Christ — a man of prayer, 
and of zeal for the honour of his Master, his 
words, although there may be nothing of human 
eloquence in them, are as much the words of 
God, and as much, if not more calculated to be! 
profitable to you than the harangues of the 
most distinguished orators. 

It is not with you, as it is with those who are 
separated from the Catholic Church. Their 
ministers have no fixed rule either of faith of 
morality for their guidance. They do not walk 
in the footsteps of those great and good men, 
who preached to others those things only which 
had been handed down to them, and which 
were committed as a sacred deposit to their 
care. They have only the scriptures before 
them — the scriptures, which, as St. Peter ad- 
monishes us, are hard to be understood, and 
may easily be wrested from their true meaning 
to the perdition, perhaps, both of the false in- 
terpreters, and their deluded hearers. They 
have the scriptures only before them, and the 
just interpretation of them depends on their 
own individual learning and abilities alone. 
For them, therefore, it is of the utmost impor- 
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tance that they should place themselves under 
the guidance of the most learned, the most stu- 
dious preachers. An ignorant man in their 
pulpits would be sure to lead them astray. 
Piety in one of their ministers is not of such 
consequence as extensive reading; and zeal and 
virtue are not of such necessity as shining abi- 
lities. But with you, my brethren, it is very 

different. Your pastors are not left to the guid- 
ance of their own wisdom. The same words 
of life are delivered to you by the imperfect, as 
well as by the perfect orator. The same mys- 
teries of faith, and the same rules of morality, 
are preached to you by the Priest of small abi- 
lities, as by the Priest of the most shining 
talents. There is no variation in the essential 
points of doctrine, in the sermons of any of 
them. One may be more elegant in his ex- 
pressions, another more pleasing in his deli- 
very, another more energetic in his arguments : 
but in the essential points of doctrine there is 
no variation, between them. They all walk in 
the same paths, which were trodden by the 
great and virtuous pastors in every age. They 
have the scriptures before them: but these 
scriptures they interpret to you, not according 
to human wisdom, but according to the inter- 
pretations which have been given by the .most 
learned and pious fathers, and which accord 
with the acknowledged belief of all Christen- 
dom. The only difference between one Catholic 
preacher and another consists, not in the doc- 
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trines they preach, but in their piety and zeal. 
You are safe, as to doctrine, under the guidance 
of any of them ; and your choice of one in pre- 
ference to another, ought not necessarily to be 
influenced by eloquence and learning; but, if 
any influence at all be suffered to prevail, it 
ought to be true piety, and sincere zeal. 

These, my brethren, are the sources fipm 
which the words of life are derived. You ap- 
ply to these sources. You attend at the house 
of God, and listen to the instructions of your 
pastor. You open your souls to receive the 
heavenly seed, which he is commissioned to 
sow. So far you comply with an essential duty. 
It only remains that the seed spring up, and 
produce fruit. This, indeed, is the most im- 
portant part of the obligation, and it behoves 
you to examine how far you comply with it. 
They who attend merely through curiosity, or 
for the purpose of pleasing their ears with the 
beauties of eloquence, or the charms of deli- 
very, think but little of regulating their lives 
according to the instructions they have heard ; 
and accordingly, as our Saviour says, the seed 
is devoured by the birds. They, who attend 
through principle of duty, but who suffer the 
cares and solicitudes of the world to engross 
their thoughts, and to occupy their attention, 
reflect upon what they hear for a short time 
only. The thorns and briars of their mis- 
placed affections choke the heavenly seed, and 
cause it to wither away for want of moisture* 
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Be hot, my brethren, of the number 'of these 
unhappy Christians. For what will it profit 
you to be hearers, if you be not likewise doers 
of the word ? Examine, rather, the conduct 
of the true Christian, and be resolved to follow 
it. He prepares himself for hearing the word 
of God by prayer. He endeavours to excite in 
himself a sincere sorrow for the many times 
that he has transgressed against his holy word, 
and is resolved henceforward to profit by it with 
all earnestness and perseverance. He humbly 
begs of the Almighty to enlighten his under- 
standing, that he may be enabled to compre- 
hend the whole of the sacred truths, that are 
about to be delivered to him ; so far, at least, as 
relates te the regulation of his moral and spirit- 
ual conduct. This is his preparation. He 

listens, with the strictest attention, to every 
word and sentence, as if an angel from heaven 
was conversing with him on the most important 
concerns of his eternal welfare. He listens, as 
if he alone was present, and as if the whole of 
the discourse was directed to him alone. If 
the nature and merit of any particular virtue be 
explained and recommended, he looks into 
himself, and examines whether he has hitherto 
practised this virtue in due manner. If he dis- 
cover a deficiency, he immediately forms a re- 
solution to reflect more maturely upon it, and 
devises means of supplying what was wanting. 
If the nature and deformity of any particular 
vice be pointed out, he follows the same . plan, 
votu i. e e 
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and makes the most determined resolutions to 
banish from his heart every shadow of that sin, 
and to strengthen himself in the practice of the 
opposite virtue. If any particular duty, which 
a Christian owes either to God or his neighbour, 
or himself, be the subject of the discourse, he 
listens attentively, compares his conduct with 
the rule which is given, and resolves to amend 
whatever has been amiss. After the most mi- 
nute attention, if he finds nothing in his con- 
duct that is reprehensible, he does not take pride 
in himself : he gives all the glory to God, to 
whom alone it is due. He expresses his humble 
gratitude for the protecting grace, which he has 
received, and fervently solicits a continuation of 
the same blessing during the remaining time of 
his mortal pilgrimage. After the conclusion of 
the discourse, he bows down in acts of praise 
and thanksgiving to God for the food of his holy 
word : and as soon as time will allow, he makes 
his reflections upon it, and devises means of 

putting his resolutions in practice. Thus it 

is that the true Christian puts to profit the word 
of God. Thus it is that he receives, and che- 
rishes the seed that is planted in his soul. The 
effects are soon visible. The seeds shoot forth, 
come to maturity, and produce fruit a hundred 
fold. 

Is it in this manner, my brethren, that you 
receive the seed of God’s word ? Alas ! how 
many are there, who profit nothing by the most 
pious, the most eloquent discourses! How 
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many are there, who listen to the most earnest 
exhortations to virtues, which they do not prac- 
tise, and never think of forming resolutions to 
correct themselves ! who hear the judgments of 
God denounced against vices, to which they are 
habituated, and never pass sentence upon 
themselves, nor form the shadow of a resolu- 
tion to forsake them for the time to come 1 

Ho,w many are there, again, who, instead of 
applying to themselves the remarks, which are 
justly applicable to them, are expert and eager 
in applying them to others, to whom, perhaps, 
they are less applicable ! who see the mote in 
their brother’s eye, and see not the beam that 
is in their own ! Of these it may be said, that, 
so far from profiting by the word of God, they 
turn it to their condemnation, by making it the 
occasion of rash judgment, detraction, and ca- 
lumny ! How many are there, likewise, of a 

more volatile kind, who go to a sermon as to an 
entertainment : whose only remarks are on the 
merits or defects of the preacher ! who, like- 
people returning from the theatre, applaud 
themselves for the treat, they have enjoyed, or 
murmur at the disappointment they have ex- 
perienced ! 

You, my brethren^ I hope, are not to be- 
reckoned in the number of any of these. An 
eminent father and doctor of the church, St,. 
Gregory, (Horn. 15. in Evang.) remarks, that 
the word of God is the food of the soul : that if" 
this word be not carefully stored : n the me- 

Ee2 
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mory, it is as if corporal food could not be re- 
tained on the stomach, on account of weakness. 
And if the stomach be too weak to retain food, 
is it not a sign, he says, that the life of that per- 
son is in danger ? These words we may apply 
to those whom I have above described. The 
life of their souls is in imminent danger. They 
choke the seed of God. Their hearts are too 
much engaged in the cares, and riches, and 
pleasures of the world, to think of the more se- 
rious things of God and eternity. They are 
more solicitous for temporal pleasures, than for 
eternal joys. They abuse one of the greatest 
blessings of God, and deliberately refuse to ac- 
cept the hand that is stretched out to them, for 
the purpose of upholding them in their course, 
and leading them to the gates of life immortal. 

Do you, my brethren, be more wise. Think 
while you have time. The blessing will be 
offered to you again. The seed of God’s word 
will be once more sowed in your soul. Cherish 
it for the time to come. Cherish it in the man- 
ner that the true Christian cherishes it. It will 
then spring up, and if you persevere in your 
pious resolutions, it will come to maturity, and 
it will produce fruit a hundred-fold, — fruit, on 
which you will live for ever in the kingdom of 
pever-ending glory. 
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ON THE FAST OF LENT. 



JBe converted to me with all your heart, in fatting, in weeping, 
and tn mourning.. .Joel ii. 12. Epist. for Ash-Wed. 



We are approaching, 
my brethren, the solemn time, when we are 
annually called upon by the church to be con- 
verted to the Lord ivith all our hearts, in fast- 
ing, in weeping, and in mourning. The words of 
my text were addressed to the Jews by the pro- 
phet Joel, many centuries before the coming of 
the Messiah : and they are addressed to you at 
this time, for the same purpose as they were 
addressed to them ; namely, to induce you to en- 
ter upon a rigorous course of penance, in order 
to satisfy the justice of God, injured by your 
crimes, and to avert the judgments, which there 
is too much reason to believe are hanging over 
your heads on account of them. 

Fasting is painful to flesh and blood. It is 



/ 



Digitized by v^.ooQle 




QUINQUAfcESIMA. 



&14 

repugnant to the feelings of the sensual man. 
It is a severe denial of the will. On these ac- 
counts, it has always been declared by the 
holy men, who were inspired by the Spirit of 
God, and by the Spirit of God himself, to be 
an essential ingredient of true repentance. The 
Fast of Lent, in particular, has been handed 
down to us, from the apostolical times, as an 
observance, which is binding on every one who 
pretends to the name of Christian. 

In these latter times, restless spirits have 
risen up, and pretended to point out an easier 
way to heaven than the way of self-denial and 
penance. And even in our own communion, 
there have not been wanting those, who, on the 
score that fasting was prejudicial to health, 
have declared their conviction that it would be 
right to abolish the observance altogether* 
There are arguments brought forward by one 
and the other, the sole object of which is, to re- 
move every restraint, which the laws of God 
have placed over the inclinations of corrupt na- 
ture. In this discourse, I wiU prove to you the 
constant practice and the necessity of fast- 
ing, particularly of observing this holy time of 
Lent. 

Lent is a fast of forty days, instituted for the 
purpose of commemorating the fast of our Lord 
in the desert, and of performing an annual 
course of penance for our 6ins. It is not a new 
ordinance. It is as ancient as the Christian 
Religion itself. The apostles themselves oh- 
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served this fast ; and their immediate success 
sors imposed the observance of it as an obliga- 
tion on all Christians. The most ancient eccle- 
siastical writers, even they who lived within one 
hundred years after the apostles, speak of it 
in the plainest terms, and even describe the 
kind of food that was allowed to be taken. Ig 
every age, and in every nation, where Christi- 
anity has been preached and followed, it lias 
been observed from the time of the apostles down 
to the present time. Even the first authors of 
what is called the reformation, notwithstanding 
their desire, and their interest to make religion 
as agreeable as possible to flesh and blood, con- 
tinued to preach up the obligation of observing 
it. The Church of England to this day, not- 
withstanding the general neglect of it by her 
followers, expressly commands it to be observ- 
ed ; both in her book of Common Prayers, and in 
the book of Homilies , or Sermons, which was 
published for the use of the clergy by Queen 
Elizabeth and the Parliament. — It was not till 
within the last century that men have become 
so enlightened, or rather so adverse to the spirit 
of Christianity, as to imagine that fasting was 
superstition, that self-denial was of no avail, 
and that to reign with Christ it was not required 
to suffer with him. 

If we examine into the origin of the com- 
mand of fasting, we shall find that it is as an- 
cient as the creation. The first and only com- 
mand imposed on our first parents, was to fast. 
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or abstain from the fruit of a certain tree. Im- 
mediately after the deluge, the injunction of 
fasting from blood, and things strangled, was 
imposed on Noah and his posterity. The his- 
tory of the Jewish people is a continued ac- 
count of the observance of fasting. The pro- 
phets exhort to fasting in almost every page of 
their inspired writings. Jonah was command- 
ed by God himself to preach penance to the 
Ninevites, and the penance, which disarmed 
his wrath, was turning from their evil ways, 
and fasting. Judith humbled her soul in fast- 
ing. Tobias extolled the merits of fasting, and 
practised it. David declared that his knees 
were weakened with lasting. Moses and Elias 
fasted. Daniel solicited as a favour, that he 
might be allowed to confine his food to pulse 
and water. The history of the just, in the 
Old Testament, is the history of fasting. They 
all fasted. They all exhorted the people to fast, 
and to do penance in fasting, in weeping, and in 
mourning, as expressed by the prophet Joel, in 
the words of my text. 

Our Lord himself, before he commenced his 
mission, entered on a severe fast of forty days 
in the wilderness, wholly secluded from the 
society of men. He extolled the austere life of 
his precursor, the Baptist, whose only food 
was locusts and wild honey. And, although 
no severe fasts are recorded as being practised 
by his disciples, during his abode with them, 
he declared that they should fast, after the 
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bridegroom was taken from them. He did 
more. He described the spirit with which they 
were to fast, and declared that a reward should 
be given to them : When you fast, anoint your 
head , and comb your hair, that you may not appear 
to men to fast : and your heavenly Father , who. 
seeth in secret, shall reward you. (Matt, vi.) 

The apostles were faithful to the commands 
of their Master. They fasted, as is related in 
the 13th chap, of the Acts of the Apostles. The 
.austerities of St. Paul in fasting, are too. mi- 
nutely described in his epistles to require Ulus* 
tration. The first disciples of the faith, walked 
in the same footsteps. They fasted.. They 
had regular days set aside for fasting. Wed- 
nesdays and Fridays were called the stations, 
and were observed as fasting days throughout 
the year. The great annual fast of Lent was 
observed by all.. St. Ireneus, the most ancient 
of Christian writers, and a disciple of the apos- 
tles, speaks of Lent as a regular observance 
among Christians.. for the Apostolical Canons: 
(so called because they contain the ordinances- 
and observances of the Church in the apostolic 
age, and which were written soon after- the 
times of the apostles) it was decreed that, “ If 
any bishop, priest, deacon, reader, or precep- 
tor, do not fast the forty days of the Passover*,, 
or the weekly stations of Wednesdays and 
Fridays, unless by bodily weakness he be not 
able, he shall be deposed : and that, if he be a 
layman, he shall be excommunicated St. 
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Jerome, one of the greatest ornaments of the 
Church, says : “ We fast one Lent by apostoli- 
cal tradition, the whole world agreeing with us 
hereiA.” 

• In succeeding ages, the writers became more 
numerous, *and more particular descriptions 
were given of this great fast. St. Basil, the 
great ornament of the Eastern Church, says : 
* ‘There is no island, ncr continent, no city, no 
nation, no corner of the earth ever so remote* 
in which this fast is not proclaimed. Armies, 
travellers, sailors, merchants, ‘ though far from 
home, every where hear the solemn promulga- 
tion, and receive it with joy. Let no one 
exclude himself from the number of those that 
fast, in which all men of every age, of what- 
ever rank and dignity, are comprised. Angels 
draw- up the list of those who fast: take care 
that your angel put down your name: desert 
not the standard of your religion.” — — “ Now 
kings and princes,”- says St.- Bernard, a later 
writer, “ clergy and laity, the nobility and the 
common people, the rich and the poor, will all 
fast as one man. Is it not base that a fast, 
which the whole- Church bears with us, should 
seem burdensome V’ * 

. These, my brethren, and many other testi- 
monies, which might be brought from writers in 
fcvery age, if the brevity of a discourse Would 
permit, prove the constant practice and the 
utility of fasting. How different is this dis- 

cipline, and how much more consohant is it 
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'with the spirit of the gospel, than what is 
preached up by the would-be doctors and pro- 
phets. of these tinges ! In the one we see a 
spirit of self-denial and penance: in the other, 
a spirit of sensuality, and self-love. In the ope 
we see an attachment to the interests of the 
inward man: in the other, the interests of both, 
inward and outward man are considered inse-. 
parable. In the one we behold a readiness to 
renounce what is earthly, in order more securely 
to obtain what is heavenly : in the other, the 
lpve qf earthly things is retained, and declared 
to be no hindrance to the acquisition of what is- 
purely spiritual, or heavenly. In. the one we 
see a renunciation of present ease and enjoy- 
ment, in order, to have their conversation in 
heaven: in the other, we, behold an incongruous 
union of spiritual and temporal, of earthly and 
heavenly, of the enjoyments of the soul, and 
the gratifications of the body, of the works of 

God, and the works, of Mammon. This, my 

brethren, is not according to the doctrines of 
the gospel. 

It is true, that fasting, of its.elf, ; unaccom- 
panied with, the spirit of repentance, will avail 
us nothing ; for it is not that, which goeth into 
the mouth, that, defileth a man. So likewise -it 
is true, -that a Christian cannot mak§ a god of 
his belly, and say, with the impious man: let 
ns eat and drink, ,,for- to-morrow we die : and 
yet be a follower of. the crucified Jesus. There 
must be a distinction made between the treat- 

Ff 2 
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rrtent of the inward and the outward man. If 
the outward man, or the flesh be pampered, its 
passions will encrease, and the powers of the 
inward man, or spirit, will decrease in propor- 
tion. If we place our delight in the good things 
of this world, our love and desire of the good 
things of eternity will be proportionably weak- 
ened. We cannot favour both body and soul 
at the same time. Their interests, and their 
tastes are so opposed to each other, that we 
must necessarily either hate the one, and love 
the other ; or hold to the one, and despise the 
Other. We cannot serve both God and Mammon. 
(Matt, vi.) They that live according to the flesh, 
says St. Paul, mind the things that are of the 
flesh: but they tltat are according to the spirit, 
mind the things that are of the spirit. For the 
wisdom of the flesh is death : but the wisdom of 
the spirit is life and peace. Because the wisdom of 
the flesh is an enemy of God ; for it is not subject 
to the law of God , neither can it be. And they 
that are of the flesh cannot please God.. . . .For, 
if you live according to the flesh, you shall die: 
but if by the spirit you mortify the deeds of the 
flesh, you shall live. (Rom. viii.) 

Yes, my brethren, fasting, and fasting from 
■certain foods both in quality and quantity, has 
always been considered by the servants of God, 
as a necessary ingredient of true repentance, 
an effectual means of crucifying the flesh and 
reducing it into subjection to the spirit, and an 
available act of atonement to the injured justice 



Digitized by v^.ooQle 




QUINQUAGESIMA. 



221 



of God, when sanctified by faith and the merits 
of Christ. When Jonas preached to the Nine- 
vites, yet. forty days and Nisuve shall he destroyed V 
the anger of God was appeased by fasting/ 
The people proclaimed a fast, and put on sack* 
cloth from the greatest of them, even to the 
least. . . . . And the King decreed : let neither 
man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste any thing: 
let them not feed nor drink water : but let man 
and beast be covered with sackcloth, and cry 
mightily uiato God : yea, let them turn every 
one from his evil, and from the violence that is 

in their hands And the Lord repented of 

the evil, that he had said he would do unto 
them, and he did it not. (Jonas iii.) 

In the same spirit, and for the same pur* 
poses, the primitive Christians observed the 
days of fasting, and particularly the forty days 
of • Lent, with a rigour, which appears almost 
incredible to the tepid or sensual Christians of 
these times. They never broke their fast till 
after sun-set: and their repast, even then, con- 
sisted only of herbs, roots, and bread. They 
abstained, not only from flesh-meat, but from 
fish, and from those things which came from 
flesh, namely, eggs, butter, cheese, and milk. 
They fasted even from wine and fermented 
liquor of every kind, and confined their drink to 
water. It was not till the sixth century that a 
little wine was allowed to dilute the water, in 
favour of weak stomachs. “ We are taught 
by the example of Daniel,” said Theophilus, 
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Patriarch, of Alexandria, in' the 5th age, “ to 
refrain ou fasting days from flesh-meat and 
wine, to live on pulse, and to drink only 

■water.” It was not till the tenth century, 

that, in ■ England and France, food made of 
milk' was allowed, and then only by particular 
dispensation. It was a general custom never 
to have any thing nicely dressed, or with much 
preparation. What was eaten, was always so 
common, and so cheap, as to cause a great sav- 
ing in the expenses of the table ; all of which 
was generally devoted to works of alms-deeds. 
Some allowed themselves no food that had been 
dressed with fire. St. Jerome condemned the 
practice of those who brought dainty fruits to 
their table. “ What advantage,” he says, “ do 
you expect to receive by refraining from the 
use of oil, if, at. the same time, you seek scarce 

and delicate fruits bread made of fine flour. 

. . . .The garden is ransacked to furnish dainties 
to the palate — an indulgence, which easily leads 
ns astray from the path to heaven. Plain usual 
bread ought to content him who fasts.” 

Dispensations as to the rigour of the fast, 
were not granted without absolute necessity. 
St. Chrysostome, Archbishop of Constantino- 
ple, in the fifth century, observing that some of 
ins flock, who found themselves too weak, after 
the ninth or tenth day, to keep the fast in its 
rigour, took their repast before the hour of 
sermon in the 'afternoon, says : “ Let him give 
larger alms: let him offer up more fervent 
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prayers : let him be more forward, and show 
greater alacrity in hearing the word of God. 
In these things his bodily infirmity can be no 
hindrance to him. Let him be reconciled to his 
enemies, drive all remembrance of injuries from 
his heart, and the like, and he hath kept the 
true fast which the Lord requires : for he com- 
mands us to abstain from food for the sake of 
these things, and that we should check the 
wantonness of the flesh, and make it obedient 
and tractable to fulfil his commands. Where- 
fore, I beseech you, who can fast, that you en- 
crease, and make more fervent this, your pious 
forwardness. For the more the outward man 
(or the flesh) is weakened, the more your in- 
ward man is renewed and strengthened. Fast- 
ing subjects the body, and bridles its dis- 
orderly inclinations. It also makes the soul 
clear and bright: it gives her wings; and 
makes her light, and ready to soar aloft.” 

• The first time that flesh-meat was allowed 
in Lent, was in the sixth century, on account 
of a very unusual scarcity of vegetables, and 
other lenten food. And yet, so repugnant was 
this indulgence to the feelings of the faithful, 
that hardly any one made use of it. — In suc- 
ceeding ages, such dispensations were very 
rare, and never given by any other than by the 
head of the Church himself, and for the most 
pressing necessity. A particular dispensation 
was, likewise, required for the use of eggs and 
cheese, till within these few centuries.:, and it 
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was not till within the last century that general 
dispensations were granted for flesh-meat. 

< To be dispensed with the fast, as it now 
stands, very great and urgent reasons are re- 
quired. Every slight disorder, or corporal un- 
easiness, or little pain, is not a just reason. In 
such cases as these, fasting is often very bene- 
ficial. At least, mortification being the very 
object of fasting, such inconveniences as these 
ought to be endured. Little head-achs, pains 
in the stomach, or such like complaints, fre- 
quently arise either from too long a disuse of 
fasting, from change in the manner of living, 
from intemperance, or repletion : and in such 
cases, fasting is wholesome. In the eastern 
or Greek Church, no meat is allowed in Lent 
even to this day, not even to those who are at 
the point of death. 

In this manner, my brethren, has the fast of 
Lent been considered as obligatory on all 
Christians from the earliest times. The nearer 
we approach the apostolical age, the more aus- 
tere was the fast, and the more strictly was it 
observed. Relaxations gained ground by slow 
degrees, and in proportion pnly as the fervour 
of the faithful diminished. During the long 
space of eighteen hundred years, these relaxa- 
tions have encreased to such a degree, as to have 
destroyed almost every vestige of the primitive 
austerities. Were our forefathers to rise again, 
and to learn how few privations are required in 
these times ; were they, moreover, to discover 
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that the greater number of Christiana dispensed 
themselves, or sought to be dispensed with the 
little that remains, they would almost be in- 
duced to believe that piety and fervour was not 
to be found on the earth. 

Do you, my brethren, endeavour at this time 
to bring forth feuita worthy of repentance. I 
have described the rigours of fasting in former 
times, not for the purpose of disheartening you, 
but to encourage you to endure with patience 
the few privations to which you will be subject- 
ed at this time. Let those, who can fast, ad- 

here strictly to the regulations which are given, 

and not exceed in the least. Let those, 

whose health would be. injured by a strict ob- 
servance, seek a dispensation: from their pastor 
in regular form ; and then let them observe as 
much of the fost as they can. Let them make 
a more frugal meal ; eat more simple food, with- 
out savoury sauces,. Let them deny them- 
selves conveniences-, refrain from superfluities* 
and content themselves with what is barely ne- 
cessary.. The liberty, which, many of* those* 
who cannot fast* take of living without restraint,, 
and denying themselves in nothing, is entirely 
contrary fet the spirit of the Church and her 
laws.; — Let those, who are in sickness, or 
whose poverty and hard labour render their 
whole Eves a perpetual Lent, endeavour- to* 
sanctify their pains by perfect resignation* and’ 
a sincere penitential< spirit.. Let them add to, 
Juntary self-denials according to their circum> 
voi*, u g g 
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stances ; and they will not fail to receive boun- 
tifully from. God in proportion to their good- 
will. Let us all, with one accord, endea- 

vour to sanctify the little that we are able to 
endure, by fervent prayer, alms-deeds, and by 
turning away from the wickedness that is in 
our hands, and we shall make ourselves accept- 
able to God, and be prepared for an eternal 
union with him, in the bosom of our crucified 
Jesus. 
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Remember man that than art dust, and into dust thou thalt 
return. .Gbn. iii. 13 . 



On this day, my bre- 
thren, we enter on the solemn faj9t of Lent : 
and in order to induce us to begin this peniten- 
tial course with fervour, the Church reminds us 
of our common origin, and of the state that 
awaits us ere long, in the words of the Almighty 
to our first parents — dust thou art, and into dust 
thou shall return. 

This day has always been observed by the 
Church with great solemnity and devotion. It 
takes its name from the ceremony of putting 
ashes on the foreheads of the faithful — a cere- 
mony, very expressive in its meaning, and 
which has been observed from the highest anti- 
quity. In the Old Law the patriarchs, and 

prophets, and just men, put ashes on their 
heads, as a testimony of grief, and as an act 
of humiliation in the sight of God. In the 
Eastern countries, it was a general custom, 
even in temporal calamities, tp. express grief or 
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Indignation by rending the garments, putting 
on sackcloth, laying on the ground, strewing 
ashes or dust on the forehead, fasting from 
food, and the like. The friends of Job, when 
they witnessed the afflictions of him, whom 
they loYed, lifted up their voice and wept, and 
rent every man his garment, and sprinkled dust 
on their heads, and sat down with him on the 
ground in silence. (Job xi.) 

This humiliating ceremony was particularly 
observed as a testimony of repentance, and 
sorrow for sin. Job, when he was reprehended 
by the Almighty, humbled himself in this man- 
ner : I reprehend myself, he said, and da penance 
in dust and ashes, (Job. xlii.) Josue, and the 
ancients of Israel, endeavouring to appease 
the Lord, who was incensed at the sacrilegious 
robbery of Achan, did penance, casting dust 
upon their heads. (Josue vii.) The prophets 
frequently exhorted the Jews to do penance, 
and to do penance in sackcloth and ashes. Our 
Lord himself describes it as an emblem of re- 
pentance, when he says that, if he had wrought 
the same miracles in Tyre and Sidon, as he had 
in the cities of Corozain and Bethsaida, they 
would have done penance in sackcloth and 
ashes. (Luke x.) 

On account of this ceremony having been 
observed and recommended by the faithful in 
the Old law, and in some degree sanctioned by 
our Lord himself, the Church has continued to 
observe it from the earliest ages. Being adopt- 
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ed as the Spouse of Christ, and it being de- 
clared that she should be without spot or wrin- 
kle, (Eph. v.), she has always laboured to 
eradicate every stain that could sully her purity. 
She subjected her unhappy children, who had 
publicly transgressed, to public penance, and 
ordered them to be clothed in sackcloth and 
ashes. Even Emperors she has excluded from 
the Church, and obliged them either to take 
their station with the penitents, or to live with- 
out the benefit of the sacraments. These 

public penances she always proportioned to the 
enormity of the crime : for some it was for 
twenty years or longer, for others ten, for 
others one, for others six months, and for 
others a less time. Private sinners she like- 
wise subjected to the same public penance, 
when it could be done without scandal, or in- 
jury to the character of the individual. 

The order, which she enjoined her ministers 
to observe on these occasions, was as follows. 
The priest heard in private the confessions of 
those who presented themselves before him. 
When he. discovered that any of them had been 
guilty of sins, which subjected them to canoni- 
cal penance, he sent them to the Bishop, or his 
grand Penitentiary. . By him the terms and 
conditions of their penance was enjoined, their 
names taken down in writing, and they them- 
selves ordered to appear at church on the first 
day of Lent. Accordingly on that day, they 
presented themselves at .the church door, bare- 
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footed, and in mean and tattered garments, for 
such was the dress used for mourning in those 
times. On entering the church, they presented 
themselves before the bishop, or his peniten- 
tiary, with their heads hanging down, their 
eyes often streaming with tears, and with all 
the outward expressions of a consciousness of 
guilt, 'and demonstrations of a sorrowful and 
defected mind. They then prostrated them- 
selves on the ground, and begged to be admitted 
to penance and absolution. The bishop gave 
ashes to them all to strew on their heads, and 
sackcloth to cover their bodies, and while they 
continued prostrate on the ground, the bishop, 
together with the clergy and people, on their 
knees, recited over them several penitential 
psalms, and long prayers for the remission of 
their sins. The bishop and priests, rising, laid 
their hands on them as a token of their being 
subjected to a course of penance. After this, 
the bishop made them a pathetic exhortation, 
and, in the close, gave them to understand, that, 
as God drove Adam out of paradise, for l)is 
transgression, so he, likewise, was about to drive 
them out of the church for a time, bidding then) 
be of good courage, and labour strenuously in the 
works of penance, in hopes of partaking hereaf- 
ter of the divine mercy. He, then, actually push- 
ed them from him, and bade the inferior minis- 
ters expel them out of the church. The clergy, 
following them to the door, repeated this respon- 
sory to them : “ In the sweat of thy brow thou 
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shalt eat thy bread. For dust thou art, and into 
dust thou shalt return.” (Gen. i.) They, who 
were public sinners, were then required to no- 

knowledge their guilt publicly. It not unfre- 

quently happened that pious persons, who were 
not guilty of any crime, subjected themselves, 
out of devotion, to the same course of public 
penance, as was prescribed for sinners. 

The rigours of this course were diminished 
by almost insensible degrees : and, in propor- 
tion as they were diminished, the number of 
voluntary penitents increased. At length, pub* 
lie penance was entirely laid aside; and then 
the faithful began indiscriminately to present 
themselves before their pastor, on the first day 
of Lent, to receive ashes on their foreheads, 
pledging themselves, by this act, to devote the 
time of Lent to private penance, in order to 
prepare themselves for the more worthy cele- 
bration of the festival of Easter. 

This, my brethren, is the meaning and the 
origin of the ceremony performed on this day 1 . 
Public penance, as I before remarked, is fallen 
into disuse : but the necessity of penance, 
either public or private, is the same now, as it 
was in former - times. The justice of God is as 
great as ever it was, and his sanctity has suf- 
fered no diminution. The sins, which we com- 
mit, are as hateful in the sight of God, as those 
which our forefathers committed : and as much 
is required of us, to make atonement to his 
justice, as was required of them. They did 
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penance, and their penance was more severe, 
during the whole length of time that it conti- 
nued, than is observed by us during the short 
course of Lent; and yet they did not do too 
much; they did not over-satisfy the injured 
justice of God. We must do penance, like- 
wise : and our penance, like theirs, must be 
proportionate to our transgressions. The aus- 
terities of Lent in these times, are not to be 
compared with the austerities, which pious 
Christians submitted to in former times : and 
the austerities which pious Christians submitted 
to, were not to be compared with those, which 
were endured by the canonical penitents. What 
then are we to think of ourselves. We are all 
indebted to the divine justice by the sins of our 
past lives, and, as we have never submitted to 
the rigours of public penance, there is too much 
reason to fear that we have never imposed on 
ourselves in private, that penance which his 
justice required. Let us, therefore, spend this 
Lent in the spirit of true repentance. Let us 
consider ourselves as sinners doomed by the 
justice of God to endure the few inconveniences, 
and austerities, which yet remain of the ancient 
discipline. I jet it be the determination of all* 
to approach the altar, and receive the ashes on 
their foreheads ; with a sincere desire of being 1 
reconciled to their injured God ; and let them 
consider it as a pledge of their pious resolution 
to observe the rules of Lent as strictly as their 
health and strength will permit. Let them 
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approach to the altar, and henceforward consi- 
der themselves as private penitents, bound to* 
observe the exercises of mortification and pe- 
nance, and to make amends for all the deficien- 
cies of their former lives. 

It cannot be expected that fasting, or ab- 
staining, will ever be pleasing to flesh and 
blood. Lent will always be in opposition to 
the feelings of corrupt nature. But we are not 
to consult the feelings of corrupt nature in 
these things. We are to consult our own inte- 
rest, and the glory of God. — We must suffer 
condign punishment for our sins, either in this 
world or in the next. There is no exemption. 
If we suffer in this life, in the spirit of penance, 
our sufferings will be sanctified by the merits 
of our Lord and Saviour, and will contribute 
powerfully to satisfy the injured justice of God. 
But if our sufferings are reserved for another 
world, they will not be sanctified by the merits 
of Christ; and consequently we shall have to 
pay to the divine justice, even to the last far- 
thing of our debts. Our interest, therefore, 
requires, that we should submit to as severe a 
course of penance, in this life, as our health 
and strength will permit. 

But why do I talk of interest? The saints 
delighted in sufferings, principally for the pur- 
pose of pleasing God. They prayed for suffer- 
ings. They were almost unwilling to live with- 
out, suffering. Either suffer or die, was their 
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pious exclamation. This eagerness for suffer- 
ing is not, indeed, required of us. But the 
examples of the saints ought to convince us 
that, the more fervent we are, the greater joy 
and delight we shall experience in suffering ; 
and that, in proportion to the opposition we 
feel in our breasts to mortification and penance, 
the more Ought we to be alarmed, because it 
will show how far we are removed from the 
paths of compunction and fervour. 

Were it, however, our happiness that we had 
spent the whole of our lives in innocence, and 
that we had nothing of our own to satisfy for, 
nevertheless the sins of others ought to excite 
our compassion, and induce us to offer up works 
of atonement for them. Our fellow-creatures 
cure our fellow-members; and as such, we ought 
to endeavour to relieve them in their necessi- 
ties. Forming with them but one body, under 
the same head Jesus Christ, we ought to consi- 
der their wounds as our own, and labour to 
apply proper remedies to them. In fact, this 
compassion, these supplications, these desires 
Of contributing to the spiritual good of others 
are so interwoven with the exercises of Lent, 
as to enter into all the prayers and offices of 
the Church at this time. How many sinners 
have been reclaimed, how many public cala- 
mities have been averted by the prayers and 
; fasts of the Church ! There, never was a time, 
when wickedness was more prevalent, or when 
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men had greater reason to dread the weight of 
the anger of God. The evils, which have been 
scattered over the world, and the scourges, with 
which God has afflicted Christendom on every 
side, ought to excite us to deprecate his judg- 
ments, and to labour by our sighs and fasts to 
appease his indignation. The affection, which 
Moses entertained for his people, induced him 
to petition the Almighty that he himself might 
never enter the land of promise, rather than his 
mercies should not be extended to them. St. 
Paul wished even to be an anathema for his 
brethren. And shall we, who have too much 
reason to fear that our sins have greatly con- 
tributed to excite the anger of God, remain 
hardened, and insensible, amidst the arrows of 
divine vengeance? Shall we calmly look on, 
when so many souls are perishing, and not 
endeavour to engage the divine mercy to rescue 
them from those judgments, in which we our- 
selves deserve to be involved with them ? 

In order more effectually to induce us to- 
labour strenuously at this holy time, the 
Church reminds us of our origin, and of our 
speedy return to the same lowly state : remem-, 
her man , that thou art dust, and into dust thou 
shalt return. This, perhaps, will be the last 
opportunity that many of you will have, of' 
uniting with the Church, in general suppli- 
cations for mercy. Be then in earnest. The- 
consolations of heaven will enliven you in, 
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the midst of your fasting. You have every 
thing to hope for, and nothing to fear. Enter, 
therefore, on your course, like the saints, re- 
joicing : and then you may confidently look 
forward to a participation of the merits, which 
your Saviour purchased for you by his own 
sufferings. 
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ON THE MOTIVES FOR FASTINO. 



And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was 
afterwards hungry Matt. it. 2. 



Thus it was, my bre- 
thren, that our Lord and Saviour prepared him- 
self for the opening of his important ministry ; 
and his example is recorded, in the inspired 
writings, both for our instruction and imita- 
tion. It was not duty that induced him to 
spend these forty days in the wilderness in 
fasting ; for he, who was able to lay down his 
life, and take it up again, could have entered 
on his mission, and fufilled it according to the 
will of his Father, without subjecting himself 
to this preparatory fast. Neither was it ro«^ 
quired for the redemption of mankind; for, 
one drop of his blood was more than suffi- 
cient for the cancelling the sins of the whole 
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world. The only teal motive which induced 
our Saviour to fast these forty days and forty 
nights, was to give us an example, in his own 
person, of self-denial and penance, in order to 
encourage ns to turn away from the pleasures 
of the world, at least for a time, and by expe- 
riencing the sweets of the consolations of hea- 
ven, to imbibe a relish for mortifications and 
sufferings. He suffered for us, leaving us an ex- 
ample , that we should walk in his footsteps. 
(1 Pet. ii.) 

In these latter times, when sensuality and 
love of pleasure occupy the attention, and en- 
gross the affections of so many, who ought to be 
followers of the crucified Jesus, the subject of 
the present gospel is particularly deserving of 
notice. In the early ages of the Church, the 
faithful were willing to suffer with their divine 
Master. Every year they accompanied him 
into the wilderness ; and, although they did 
not, like him, fast wholly from food, they spent 
the forty days in the exercises of rigorous fast- 
ing, self-denial, and prayer. In these times, 
a different spirit seems to animate the faithful. 
They are willing to go into the wilderness ; but 
they wish it not to be a place of retirement : 
they are desirous of fasting ; but they wish to 
do it without feeling pain. They consent to 
put their shoulders under the cross ; but they 
want Simon of Cyrene to ease the load, before 
they themselves have felt the weight of it. 
They want to purchase the waters of life ; hut 
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it must be nearly free cost. The example of 

our Saviour, therefore, as recorded in the 
gospel of this day, particularly calls for our 
attention. It will convince us, that fasting 
and self-denial, in order to be beneficial, must 
be painful; — a crucifixion, as it were, of the 
flesh, with its sensual appetites. I will present 
to you a few reflections on this subject. 

Fasting has always been considered as of 
peculiar efficacy in subduing the passions, and 
raising the mind to a state of Christian perfec- 
tion. The reasons are as follow. We are com-: 
posed, as it were, of two parts — the old or sen- 
sual man, and the spiritual or new man. These, 
according to St. Paul, (Col. iii.) are continually 
striving for the mastery. If the sensual, or old 
man, prevail, to him the soul will be subject. 
She will become sensual and corrupt, ever 
seeking after pleasures and gaieties, and little 
solicitous for the things of God. When that is 
the case, the influence of the spiritual man is 
lost, or the best that can be said is, that his 
influence over the soul is confined to the sug- 
gesting a few silent admonitions concerning the 
danger of her state, pressing solicitations to re- 
nounce the tyranny of her passions, and serious 

alarms concerning her future state. If, on 

the other hand, the spiritual, or new mm, pre- 
vail, the soul will be spiritual. She will be 
always seeking after the things of God. She 
■will be striving to become more and more per- 
fect. She will prefer the will of God before the 
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possession of all created things. She will walk 
in the footsteps of the saints, and become per- 
fect in the practice of every Christian virtue. 
When this is the state of the soul, the influence 
of the sensual man is confined within very nar- 
row limits. His power enables him only to 
suggest to the mind temptations of various 
kinds, which the soul easily repels with the 
assistance of the grace of God. 

Thus it is with us, according to the doctrine 
of the inspired Apostle. We are, moreover, 
informed, that the issue of the contest depends 
on our own choice : that the one, whom we 
favour most, will prevail ; and that the one, 
whom we most oppose, will be reduced into 
subjection. (Rom. viii.) 

It will not be necessary to bring forward ar- 
guments to prove, that it is your duty, and your 
interest, to oppose the sensual, and to favour 
the spiritual man. Of this you are already 
convinced. In fact, the object of your attend- 
ance at this place is, to receive instructions how 
this work is to be done, and to solicit the as- 
sistance of heaven in the prosecution of it. 

Our only question is, how 'the sensual man 
is to be effectually opposed ? The scriptures 
reply, that it is by resisting our passions, de- 
nying our corrupt inclinations, and crucifying 
our flesh with its vices and concupiscences. 
This must be done, or the sensual man will 
never be subdued. 

Let us, however, reason upon the subject, 
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and we shall be able to place it before our eyes 
in a clearer point of view. The laws of God 
are, many of them, in direct opposition to 
corrupt nature. In fact, they were intended to 
counteract the influence of our passions, and 
reduce them into subjection. To be able, there- 
fore, to comply with these laws, we must be 
accustomed to resist our inclinations ; we must 
be habituated to self-denials ; we must acquire 
a command over ourselves ; we must know how 
to refuse to indulge even in lawful gratifica- 
tions. This may be exemplified by the con- 
duct of a man, who is a stranger to the gospel 
maxims — who is a professed worldling. With 
him. Will is everything. He denies himself 
no gratification, except when worldly considera- 
tions, such as health, character, or interest, in- 
duce him to refrain. The will of God is what 
he seldom or never consults. When, therefore, 
temptation comes upon him, what inducement 
has he to resist it ? If the gratification be in- 
jurious to his health, or to his good name, or to 
his worldly interests, provided he be a prudent 
and sober man, he will reject it without much 
difficulty. But where these considerations are 
of little weight, as is too generally the case, 
what will be the consequence ? A violent pro- 
pensity,- an eager inclination, will lead him 
into the greatest excesses. He may after- 
wards, perhaps, severely condemn himself ; 
but as his repentance arose merely from tem - 
poral motives, it soon wears away; and no. 
vql. i. i i 
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sooner does the same temptation assail him 
again, than he falls ns easily as he did before. 
Hence is to be found so many habitual sinners. 
Hence, even among those who are followers of 
religion, at least externally, are to be found so 
few who sincerely forsake their evil ways, and 
never fall back into their former sins. They 
have not the will of God for their guidance. 
They have not the sanctification of their souls 
truly at heart. They are not accustomed to 
self-denials. They are slaves to the sensual 
man. 

On the other hand, as the passions are en- 
creased by pampering the flesh, they are weak- 
ened in proportion as the flesh is weaken- 
ed, or as the depraved appetite is resisted. 
The flesh must be crucified, as the Apostle en- 
joins, (Gal. v.) and in proportion as it is cru- 
cified, so much the more easily shall we be en- 
abled to fulfil the painful, self-denying duties 
of the gospel. Now, how is the flesh more truly 
Crucified than by fasting ? I speak of fasting, 
not through necessity or poverty, but for the 
love of God, and in the spirit of penance. Look 
at the truly just man. Who will discover vio- 
lent propensities to evil in him, whose body is 
extenuated, and whose knees are weakened, 
like those of the Royal Prophet, by fasting ? 
What effect have temptations to unlawful en- 
joyments on him, who refuses himself the gra- 
tifications which nature most loudly calls for ? 
What difficulties will restrain the man from 
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serving God, who has overcome the difficulty of 
refraining from his usual food, in order to 

please him? The sensual appetite is the 

most violent propensity of nature. And we may 
truly say, that, by keeping this propensity in 
subjection, we conquer nature itself. When this 
is done for the love of God, and for the purpose 
of rendering ourselves obedient servants to his 
will, little difficulty will be found in overcom- 
ing every other obstacle to the completion of 
that desirable object. 

In this manner, my brethren, is fasting a 
preventative of sin. Apply to it, therefore, 
according as your health or occupations will 
permit. Let it be accompanied with the true 
spirit of piety and religion. Be not dishearten- 
ed by the feelings of hunger. Be not discou- 
raged by the painful sensations, which flesh and 
blood may experience. Remember that the 
flesh must be crucified, in order to subdue its 
vices and concupiscences. Your Saviour suffer- 
ed hunger and thirst, during his fast of forty 
days ; and although upheld by his divine 
power, he suffered the pain of it in the same 
manner as we should have done, had we fasted 
with him, for he was a man like unto us in 
every thing, excepting sin. Apply to this 
painful work of penance, therefore, with a wil- 
ling mind, and you will find that there will be 
little difficulty in conquering all your corrupt 
inclinations. You will find that this fast of 
forty days will contribute effectually to establish 
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in your souls the reign of the spiritual man ; and 
enable you to spend the remainder of the year 
in a more perfect obedience to the will of your 
heavenly Father. 

If your strength, or occupations will not 
allow you to fast, chastise your bodies by other 
worlds pf mortification. Deny your will : re- 
frain from superfluities: take no more fodd 
than what is necessary, and let that be of a 
more ordinary kind : drink little of fermented 
liquors, or, at least, take no more than what is 
necessary : forsake animosities : forgive, and 
love your enemies : pray more frequently, and 
fervently: give more abundant alms to the 
poor, and allot some time every day to the 
practice of the corporal and spiritual works of 
mercy, according as circumstances may offer, 
or your means may permit. Do these things 
for the love of God : and then, although you 
may not be capable of fasting, you will effec- 
tually weaken the power of the sensual man, 
and strengthen the spirit of piety in your 
souls. 

Besides being a preventative of sin, fasting, 
or works of mortification, are necessary for us 
on another account, namely, in order to make 
satisfaction to the justice of God for our past 
sins. The sinner must suffer for his sin, either 
in this world, or in the next. The justice of 
God exacts it: and the power of God will 
cause it to be endured. If we patiently carry 
the crosses, which are laid on our shoulders in 
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this life : if we submit willingly, and in the 
spirit of penance, to the pains, and Bufferings, 
and losses, and contradictions, and injuries, 
which the Almighty is pleased to inflict on us : 
and if to these we unite the pains of self-denial 
and fasting, in proportion to the heinousness of 
our sins, we shall make atonement to his in- 
jured justice, and nothing will be found in us 
for the fire of divine justice to prey upon here- 
after. But, if we neglect voluntary works of 
penance, or endure, with an impatient or un- 
willing mind, what the Almighty is pleased to 
impose on us, then the debt of punishment will 
remain undiminished, and the whole will be to 
be paid in the next world. 

Let it not, however, be understood that we 
preach up an atonement for sin, independently 
of the merits of Christ. No: the merits of 
Clurist alone stamp a value on what we do in the 
spirit of penance ; and through those merits 
alone, are they acceptable in the sight of God. 
In the same manner as we cannot have one 
good thought towards our salvation of our- 
selves, so likewise we cannot, of ourselves, 
make one act of atonement ibr sins committed, 
unless it be sanctified, and made acceptable to 
God by the merits of Christ. 

These works of penance, it must be under- 
stood, do not, of themselves, obtain the remis- 
sion of grievous sins- They may be called 
debts contracted by sin, and they after remain 
due to divine justice, and must be paid, even 
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after the sin is remitted. They dispose the 
soul, indeed, for the graces of God, and they 
are the accompaniments of that true sorrow and 
repentance, which alone can obtain the remis- 
sion of sin: but sin is not remitted to us merely 
on account of fasting, self-denial, or other 
works of penance : was I to give my body to be 
burnt, says St. Paul, and have not charity, that 
is, the love of God above all things, it would 
profit me nothing. (1 Cor. xiii.) 

Oh! if the punishment due to sin was re- 
mitted as soon as the guilt of it was forgiven, 
how different would be the lot of the truly peni- 
tent even in this world! How different, like- 
wise, would be the lot of the wicked! The 
impious would not be exalted, as they fre- 
quently are, like the cedars of Lebanon. They 
would not, like the rich man in the gospel, be 
clothed in purple and fine linen, and feast 
sumptuously every day. — Neither would the 
just man, like Lazarus, be left to be trampled 
upon, to be a parable of reproach, and fre- 
quently to be persecuted even unto death. A 
new order of things would take place. The •. 
just would be exalted, and the wicked would be 
humbled. There would be no cause why the 
just should be chastised ; and therefore a just 
God would not visit them with afflictions: — The 
wicked would be the objects of divine wrath, 
and therefore, afflictions, losses, and evils, pro- 
portionate to their offences, would be showered 
down upon them. 
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This, however, is not the lot of the penitent 
servants of God in this world. Sufferings are 
their portion, and humiliations seem to be their 
inheritance. This, indeed, is the lot of the 
very few, who have either preserved their bap- 
tismal innocence undefiled, or who have en- 
deavoured, during a long life of penance, to 
atone for the sins of their youth and of their 
ignorances, as well as of those whose sins are 
numerous, and whose works of penitence are 
incomplete. Of these, however, I do not speak. 
Their number is very small, and few or none of 
us are to be reckoned amongst them. To them 
may be applied the sentence of our Lord : He 
chastiseth those whom he loves. (Heb. xii.) And 
he chastiseth them in order to add to the splen 
dor of their eternal crown. 

But for us, it is expedient that we constantly 
bear it in mind that sufferings are our due, on 
account of the sins of our past lives. It is our 
duty to consider, that, although we may have 
repented of our sins, although we may enter- 
tain a reasonable hope that the guilt of them 
has been remitted, a debt of justice is still due, 
and that we must suffer, voluntarily or invo- 
luntarily, either in this world or the next, 
before that debt will be cancelled, and our ad- 
mission to eternal happiness take place. It 

is just that it should be so. After having 
abused the gifts of God by the inordinate in- 
dulgence of the sensual appetite; — after having 
preferred our own will before the will of God; — • 
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after having despised him, by preferring earthly 
objects before his holy fete; — after having ac- 
cumulated a treasure of wrath, by sins of lust, 
of swearing, of theft, and of lies;— is it rea- 
sonable to suppose that, because the geodneso 
of God is ready to pardon our manifold guilt 
the moment we sincerely repent, no reparation 
whatever is required by the attribute of h» 
ittynted justice ? No punishment whatever due 

to the rebellious flesh 1 Sin may be ealled 

a robbery : for, thereby, we rob God of bis 
honour and glory. And is it not just, that res- 
titution should be demanded, and given, even' 
although the offence be remitted ? 

Oh! let us acknowledge the justice of God, 
and with all sincerity do penance, if not its 
sackcloth and ashes, at least in the most per- 
fect manner that health and circumstances will 
allow. We deserve to be chastised. Let net 
submit cheerfully to the restraints, whiek are 
laid upon us at this time; and let us add. volun- 
tary mortifications of out own. In particulars 
let us deny our will— that rebellious will, which 
has so often led us into sin. Let us fey a 
restraint on our temper, and ill humours, and 
learn to bear up with each others burdens. Lett 
us mortify our pride — that restless evil, the* 
cause of all our woe, by courting humiliations,, 
or by patiently enduring the humiliations, which 
come upon us without our concurrence. Let us, 
in a word, endeavour to do penance, not in the 
way winch is meet pleasing to corrupt nature. 
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but in the way which is best calculated to cru- 
cify the flesh with its vices and concupiscences. 
Let us love God better than we love ourselves. 
Let us respect his honour and glory more than 
we do this earthly frame, which is so soon to be 
dissolved into its original dust. Let us regulate 
our whole conduct in the manner, in which we 
shall wish to have regulated it, when our last 
moment is at hand. 

Oh! the great Model, which we have before 
our eyes, in the person of our Redeemer, ought 
to be more than a sufficient inducement to al- 
lure us into the ways of penance. He fasted, 
not for himself, but for us, and for our exam-" 
pie. He suffered, not for himself, but for us, 
and for our example. Let us learn to suffer 
with him. Let us walk in his footsteps. Let 
us be penitents, not in word only, but in deed- 
and truth. Now is the acceptable time: now is 
the day of salvation. Let ns not then receive the 
grace of God in vain: but in all things let ns 
exhibit ourselves as the ministers of God in muck 
patience, in tribulations, in necessities, in distresses v 

Our conflict with flesh and blood will not 

be long. The Lord — the just judge, will, in his 
good time, regard our labours ; and a crown of 
ineffable glory will he our eternal inheritance. 
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ON SEEKING AFTER TRUE HAPPINESS. 



find he was transfigured before them. And hit face did thine an 
the Sun, and hit garments became white at snow. Matt. xvii. 



In this gospel, my bre- 
thren, the Church exposes before our eyes our 
blessed Lord and Redeemer surrounded with 
the glory of his transfiguration. Last Sunday 
he was presented before us in the midst of. 
the severities of fasting, and the perils of temp- 
tations. The motive, which induces our holy 
mother, the Church, so suddenly to change the 
scene, and to call our attention to this gloriou^ 
and enlivening object, almost in the commence- 
ment of this time of mourning and penance, is 
to encourage us to go on with alacrity, and to 
persevere with fervour in the painful exercises 
of mortification and self-denial, by the assur- 
ance that the time of trial will not last long; 
and that an eternal weight of glory will here- 
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after crown our fidelity, if we persevere to the 
end. 

Our Lord exhibited himself, in this glorious 
appearance, before his chosen disciples, a short 
time before his passion, for the purpose of 
strengthening their faith, and assuring them 
that, as it was to be with him, so it would be 
with them, namely, that present sufferings 
would lead to future glory. For the same pur- 
pose our Lord is transfigured, as it were, before 
us, on this day. With him are exhibited to our 
view his two faithful servants, Moses and Elias, 
(both of whom fasted forty days,) shining with 
brightness, and encircled with rays of light, 
almost like unto himself, for the express inten- 
tion of inducing us to submit cheerfully to the 
rigours of this holy time, in hopes of being 
hereafter united to them in the regions of undis- 
turbed and inexpressible happiness. 

Let us, then, lift up our heads. Let us fix 
our eyes on the mansions of bliss. Let us con- 
template the prize, for which we are fighting, 
and stretch forward eagerly to the course that is 
set before us. Our time of trial will not last 
long : neither will it be painful to us, provided 
we are fervent and faithful. The consolations 
of heaven will enliven pur desponding spirits 
here below, and the prospect of future glory 
will change the thorns of penance into roses of 
pleasure. Let us, therefore, my brethren, look 
up with cheerful confidence, and contemplate 
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the glory, which awaits the faithful and peni- 
tent disciple of Jesus. 

The nature of man continually solicits him to 
sppk his own happiness. In all his actions, in 
aU his projects, he has this motive in view. 
"Vyhether it is that he endeavours to encrease his 
worldly substance, or that he weens after dissi- 
pation and pleasure; whether it is that he ad- 
ministers to the necessities of his suffering 
brethren or that he shuts his bowels to the 
tender feelings of compassion, he is actuated 
by motives of self-interest, or of self-gratifica- 
tion, * Q one shape or another. The charitable 
person indulges the feelings of his nature, and, 
when religion does not guide his hand, he 
shows, by his ostentation, or by some secret 
complaisance that he feels within himself, that 
the gratification of his natural propensity was 
his principal motive. The avaricious man ima- 
gines that the desires of his soul will be satis- 
fied, when he has realized a certain property, 
lie labours, and he toils, in hopes of being 
able one day to say to himself : my soul, thou 
hast much goods laid up for many ypars, take thy 
rest, eat, dritik, make good cheer, .(juike xii.)— - 
The ambitious man places his happiness in 
honours, and titles, and conquests, and seeks 
after them, in the midst of the greatest dan- 
gers, with ardour and perseverance, expecting 
that peace and contentment of mind will be his 
portion, when his efforts are crowned with suc- 
cess. The voluptuous man, supposing that 
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true delight is to be* found only in the enjoy- 
ments of sensuality, runs into dissipation, 
makes pleasure his study, and eagerly grasps 
at every bubble of vanity, hoping that the 
cravings of his soul will be satisfied, when he 
has satisfied the inordinate cravings of flesh 
and blood. 

Thus it is, my brethren, with the children of 
men. They all seek their own advantage ; 
they all seek after what they expect will impart 
happiness to them. It is the same with you. 
The motive of benefiting yourselves, or of en r 
joying something which you call good, actuates 
you in every thing you perform. Whether it is 
that you labour, or whether it is that you ne T 
gleet your work ; whether it is that you lay by 
for the time of need, or whether it is that you 
arc heedless for the future ; whether it is that 
you indulge your passions, or whether it is that 
you reduce them into subjection; whether it is 
that you devote all your means of enjoyment 
to yourselves, and seek your own ease and con- 
venience, alone, or whether it is that you scatr 
ter blessings around you, and consult the hap- 
piness and comfort of others, as well as your 
own, you have always in view some advantage 
or pleasure, that will accrue to yourselves, ei- 
ther durable or momentary, internal or external, 
— — It is not, indeed, that men are always 
guided by a sound judgment, and seek after 
that which will be most advantageous to them. 
No : they too frequently deceive themselves iq 
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this respect. But, whatever their misconcep- 
tions may be, we may truly say, that they 
always seek some advantage or pleasure to 
themselves, either real or imaginary, in every 
thing that they do. It is the same with me: it 
is the same with you: it is the same with every 
one : it is human nature itself. The more you 
consider the motives of your conduct in all your 
actions, the more you will be convinced that 
this statement is correct. 

• When, therefore, we consider how beneficent 
Providence has been in the formation of our 
nature, by implanting in our breasts such a 
constant, and persevering eagerness to promote 
our own advantage, and to seek after happi- 
ness when again we consider how clearly he 
has pointed out the things that are for our 
peace, and the difference between them, and 
the things which will bring with them only 
momentary gratifications, and be succeeded by 
real and eternal evils, how must we lament the 
blindness of men, — how must we lament the 
perversity of their judgment: — how must we be 
astonished at the idea that they should prefer 
to run after transitory pleasures, rather than 
seek after that pure, unadulterated, and perma- 
nent happiness, which is set before them, iii 
the practice of the duties of religion! May not 
such people be justly compared to children, 
whose affections are fixed on mere toys, and 
who would lament the loss of these their play- 
things, more than the loss of their paternal 
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inheritance. Such things in infants we excuse, 
because they are not come to the use of reason. 
But when we look to men, and find them acting 

like infants in the concerns of their souls: 

when we look to men, and see them priding 
themselves on their imaginary mental endow- 
ments, and preferring their momentary sensual 
gratifications, before their eternal inheritance, 
what can we say but that they are giving a 
preference to mere baubles — to the toys— the 
playthings of this world, which are intended 
only for their amusement during the pilgrimage 
of life, before the possession of the substantial 
and the eternal inheritance of the good things 
of the world to come. 

Oh! my brethren, let us look to our true 
interests. Providence has implanted in our 
nature an eager desire to consult our own hap- 
piness: and, by the means of revealed religion, 
he has given us a knowledge of the source 
whence happiness is to be derived. Revelation 
informs us, and universal experience teaches us 
the same, that this happiness is not to be found 
in the world, nor in the following of self-will, 
nor in the gratification of the passions, nor in 
any thing that is earthly. Far be it from us, 
therefore, my brethren, to apply to any of these 
sources. No: let us not grasp at shadows. 
May it be our endeavour to seek after the sub- 
stance, and not desist until we have obtained 
possession of it. 

In the next world, we all know that heaven is 
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die only seat of happiness: and the Almighty 
has declared, experience has proved, and nature 
itself testifies, that, preparing for heaven, or, 
the testimony of a good conscience, is the only 
pure happiness that can be enjoyed on earth. 
All other kinds of enjoyment are light, and 
momentary, and vaia. — Had we been created 
only for this world, this world would have been 
Sufficient to satisfy our desires. All other liv- 
ing creatures, besides man, were made for this 
world, and here they find every thing that their 

appetites can seek after. Or, had we been 

treated for the sole purpose of seeking our- 
selves, or of finding happiness within ourselves, 
then, the gratification of our passions, the com- 
pletion of bur worldly schemes, and the uncon- 
trolled power of following our own will, would 
have been sufficient to satisfy the cravings of 
our desires. But all these things will hot do. 
There is yet a something wanting: and that 
Something is no other than a spiritual enjoyment, 

■ — an enjoyment congenial with the spiritual 
substance, if I may so call it, which forms our 
better part, and which is the soul. This spiri- 
tual enjoyment is found in the practice of vir- 
tue, of that virtue, which consists in the love 
of God above all things, and of our neighbours 
as ourselves. 

Knowing, therefore, where happiness is to 
be found, let us consult our own interests, and 
apply to that source, whence is to be derived 
every thing that can satisfy the cravings of the 
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heart. We have a good master to serve, and 
he will infuse into the souls of his faithful ser- 
vants consolations and delights, far beyond aU 
that the world imparts to its deluded followers. 

Ah ! if the children of men are so eager 

after earthly things ; if they labour with such 
earnestness for the bread that perisheth; if they 
fix such importance on the momentary posses- 
sion of wealth and opulence ; if they place the 
summit of their wishes in the happiness, such 
as it is, which this world can impart, and make 
it the object of all their anxious and protracted 
labours : — what ought to be our desires, what 
ought to be our labours, and persevering efforts 
to obtain possession of that inexpressible and 
unadulterated happiness, which is so clearly 
pointed out to us ? They are running after the 
shadow ; shall not we run with equal eager- 
ness after the substance ? They are fighting 
for a corruptible crown ; shall not we fight with 
equal resolution for an incorruptible one ? They 
are pleasing themselves with the hope of enjoy- 
ing a momentary, but imperfect, taste of com- 
fort and delight ; and shall not we be oveijoyed 
at the certainty that we have it in our power to 
be found worthy to participate in the plenitude 
of the most perfect delights for eternity, in the 
bosom of the Almighty ? Let us, then, labour 
in earnest. We know what is to be done : let 
us fly to the work before us, without delay. 
Shall it be said, that there is one amongst us-,. 
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that can look forward to the cheering prospect, 
and not endeavour to reach it ? Is it possible 
that there should be a single individual, who, 
knowing the means of procuring every thing 
that could give him happiness in this world, and 
prepare him for happiness in the next, will not 
avail himself of that knowledge ? and instead 
thereof, sit himself down in the midst of the 
husks of swine, which he knows can never 
satisfy his desires ? What should we think of 
the man, who, with an opportunity before him 
of obtaining possession, in a conscientious 
manner, of an immense treasure, should con- 
tent himself with merely viewing the heaps of 
gold and silver ; and, instead of embracing the 
means of making the treasure his own, and 
thus providing for himself and family, should 
rest satisfied with the paltry pleasure that he 
enjoyed from beholding the glitter arising from 
it 1 Should we not class such a man with the 
perfect idiot ? Let us not expose ourselves to 
the same reproach, in' a business of infinitely 
greater importance. We know where true en- 
joyment is to be found. Our Lord and Saviour 
has clearly pointed it out to us. We are con- 
vinced from his own words, that the sincere 
followers of virtue and piety are the only true 
happy men on the face of the earth. We know 
that they have chosen the better part. We ap- 
plaud them for it, at least in our hours of retire- 
ment- We envy their peace and serenity of mind. 
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and we earnestly desire that our last end may 
be like unto theirs : and shall it be said, that 
we are satisfied with the view of happiness, 
and not endeavour to attain it ? Shall it be 
said of any of us, that we are pleased with 
the beauty of holiness, and that we refuse 
to run into its embraces ? Shall it be said, 
that we know how to be happy, and that we 
will not take the trouble to make ourselves 
happy? Oh ! this would be acting in di- 
rect opposition to reason. This would be act- 
ing in direct opposition to that innate prin- 
ciple of self-preservation, and of self-love, 
which is implanted in the breast of every cre- 
ated being. 

It is true, that, situated as we are, it re- 
quires considerable efforts to take off our af- 
fections from visible things, in order to fix 
them on those that are invisible. The impres- 
sions made on our minds by the world, and its 
alluring pleasures, are frequently very deep, 
and much time and labour are required to efface 
them, particularly when the passions are 
strong, and the means of indulgence are at 
hand. But, what sacrifice can be too great for 
the purchase of happiness? For our encou- 
ragement, we have the example of our Saviour 
before our eyes. He had joy set before him. 
He had at his command all that the world could 
give, and nevertheless he endured the cross. 
He was not exposed to any danger of defiling 
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his soul by partaking of earthly comforts ; and 
yet, for the purpose of inducing us to take reso- 
lution, and renounce the rain pleasures of a 
deceitful world, he renounced them himself, and 
submitted cheerfully and voluntarily to the toils 
of a laborious life, and to the agonies of an ig- 
nominious death. We have it in our power, and 
it is our interest, to walk in his footsteps : and 
shall it appear hard to us, to do what our Lord 
and Master has done, expressly for our imita- 
tion. Worldlings run on in the thorny paths of 
the world, without stopping. They listen to the 
suggestions of the mortal enemy of mankind, 
and obey his mandates without hesitation, when 
their temporal interest is to be benefited, altho’ 
it will bring no real happiness to their minds, 
nor hold out to them any prospect of real hap- 
piness hereafter. And shall we stop, — hesitate, 
— tremble, before we enter into the paths of 
virtue ? Shall we be afraid of entering into 
determinate resolutions of complying M'ith the 
sweet and gracious commands of a tender Father, 
who wills only our happiness? No: my brethren, 
may such cowardice, such senseless timidity, 
never prevail over one individual amongst us. 
— Nothing more is required of us, than to take 
resolution to offer some little violence to flesh 
and blood, and to be in earnest in our desires 
to be happy. The same Lord, who has shed 
his blood for us, and who has trodden the path 
before us, stretches out his hand to our assist- 
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ance, engages to uphold us, and to carry us, as 
it were, upon his shoulders. Why, then, 
should we hesitate ? Can we be so attached to 
this wretched carcase, in which we are inclosed; 
can we be so fond of the body of this death, as 
to forego real and substantial blessings— even 
happiness temporal and eternal, rather than it 
should suffer a few privations, which will last 
only for a time ? No : never let it be said that 
there is one amongst ns that will act so contra- 
ry to his own interest, so opposite to the dic- 
tates of reason. Had it been even decreed 

by the Almighty, that the true Christian should 
not enjoy one single instant of consolation and 
delight during the whole of his mortal pilgrim- 
age, but that wretchedness and misery should 
be his portion until such time as death came to 
his relief ; what reason would he have to com- 
plain, if, in the end, he was to be admitted in- 
to the mansions of bliss, and to be happy with 

his God for all eternity ? But, when we 

know that virtue has a reward on earth ; — when 
we know that the good man alone is happy here 
below ; — and when we know, that the few suf- 
ferings , which we have to endure, will be 
sweetened with the consolations of heaven, 
then, how weighty are the reasons, and how 
powerful the motives, to enter into the ways of 
virtue and piety 1 This being the case, shall 
we hereafter have any reason to complain, if, 
on our refusal to follow the ways of virtue, we 
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are excluded from the mansions of eternal hap- 
piness ? 

Oh ! my brethren, let us look up to our Lord 
in the glory, which is represented to us in the 
gospel of this day. He is transfigured before 
us, on purpose to encourage us to repentance 
by the prospect of future bliss. If we put on 
the garments of mourning and affliction, it will 
only be for a time : — if our faces are disfigured 
with fasting, and our bodies emaciated by aus- 
terities, it will only be for a time. Ere long, the 
gates of bliss will be opened to us, if we perse- 
vere in the works of penance, and bring forth 
worthy fruits ; and then our faces shall shine 
like the sun, and our garments shall become 

white like snow. He exhibits before us two 

of his faithful servants, Moses and Elias, both 
of whom fasted forty days, as a. surety that the 
same happiness, which has been awarded to 
them, is prepared likewise for us. Let us then 
be in earnest. The rewards set before us are 
worthy contending for. St. Peter was trans- 
ported with such delight, at the sight of his 
Lord in glory, that he could not contain him- 
self : he exclaimed, Lord , it is good for its to be 
here. But, with what delight shall we be 
transported, when we behold the God of heaven 
in the midst of his glory, when we ourselves 
shall be transfigured, and become like unto 
him ! With what ardour shall we exclaim : 
Lord, it is good for us to be here!- Let US, 
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then, take courage. If we suffer with 
Christ, we shall reign with him : and then 
we shall be feelingly and practically con- 
vinced, that all that can be endured in this 
life, is not worthy to be compared with the 
weight of glory, which shall then be revealed 
in us. 
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ON GOOD EXAMPLE. 



He that it not with me, it again* me: and he that gathereth not 
with me , tcattereth . . . Luke xi. 23. 

This, my brethren, is 
a declaration, which our Lord made to the 
Jews, and the same the Church proposes to all 
Christians at this time, as equally applicable 
to them. He that is not with me, is against me. 
If we are not with our Lord, we are against him. 
He that gathereth not with me, scattereth : if we 
gather not with him, we scatter. It is vain to 
suppose that we can steer a middle course in 
religion. It is vain to suppose that a man may 
be indifferent about promoting the honour and 
glory of God, and the salvation of souls, and 
yet live the life of a Christian. No : he that 

gathereth not with me, scattereth. Attend, 

therefore, my brethren, to this solemn declara- 
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tion, and make your conduct, henceforward, 
reprehensible to the tenor of it. Your Saviour, 
in all his actions, sought the honour of his Fa- 
ther, and the salvation of repenting sinners. 
Do you the same, that you may gather with 
him. The first implies a necessity on your 
parts of preferring the will of God, and his ho- 
nour and glory, before all other things. The 
second implies the necessity of seeking the 
salvation of your fellow-creatures, according to 
the means which may be placed within your 
power. To this second point I shall particu- 
larly call your attention in this discourse. 

You are not required, indeed, to labour for 
the salvation of souls, in the same manner as 
the appointed and ordained ministers of the 
Church. You are not called to the office of 
preaching, and administering the sacraments. 
But there is away of promoting the salvation of 
souls, which is in the power of every individual 
amongst you, to which all of you are called, and 
to which all of you are strictly bound. I mean, 
giving good example to your brethren, by a 
strict adherence to the principles and to the 
spirit of your religion, and alluring them to the 
practice of virtue by the odour of your piety. 
This you are all able to do, and are bound to do ; 
and if you neglect to do it, you give bad exam- 
ple, and thereby you are against your Lord ^ 
for, instead of gathering with him, you scatter. 

To give good example, therefore, is an uni- 
versal precept. In all things , says St. Paul to 
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Titus, (ii. 7.) show thyself an example of good 
works. The same duty is enforced by our Lord 
in stronger terms : Let your light so shine before 
men, t/tat they may see your good works, and glorify 
your Father, who is in heaven. (Matt. v. 16) The 
nature of man is such, that he is greatly influ- 
enced in the regulation of his conduct by the 
examples of those around him, and, according 
to the society which he frequents, he is either 
cdlured to walk in the paths of virtue, or de- 
duced into the ways of vice. To seek good 
example, therefore, and to give good example, 
is an essential part of the character of a Chris- 
tian. 

But, in what iqanner are we to give good 
example? Not by an ostentatious display of 
our virtue and piety. Not by doing our good 
works for the purpose of being seen by men. 
This would be a criminal pride, and, according 
to our Saviour’s words, (Matt, vi.) tee should 
thereby have received our reward. But by en- 
deavouring to live according to the exact rules 
of the gospel, without any regard to the ap- 
plause, or to the censure of men; — by fulfilling 
every duty to the best of our power ; — by con- 
sulting the honour and glory of God in all our 
actions ; — and by living up to the rules of Chris- 
tian charity towards all mankind. This is the 
good example that we are required to give. If 
we live in this manner, although we may be 
solicitous, like the saints, to conceal our vir- 
tues from the eyes of men, our example will 
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shine forth with brilliant splendor, and he 
highly beneficial to our fellow-creatures- Vices 
may be concealed, to a certain degree: but, 
virtue — true genuine virtue can never long re- 
main hidden. It will shine forth like a light in 
the midst of darkness : and, although it may be 
covered as it were with a bucket, it will give 
testimony that there is a light within : and the 
veil of humility, which strives to conceal it, 
will only add to its brilliancy, and to its good 
effects upon others. 

Beneficial, however, as is good example, it 
must not be expected that every one will profit 
by it, or that its effects will be at all times im- 
mediately perceived. No: the world is too 
proud, too envious, too fond of calumny and 
detraction, to allow even genuine piety to pass 
without a censure. However good your conduct 
may be, however pure your intentions, how- 
ever sincere your piety, there will be found 
some who will arraign your character, accuse 
you of imaginary faults, and treat you as hypo- 
crites. Were an angel from heaven, with all 
his perfections, to live amongst us, he would 
experience the same, treatment. Pretended 
blemishes would be discovered in him : and, as 
real faults could not be laid to. his charge, sus- 
picions, and idle tales would be raised against 
him, and propagated. .Our Lord himself, in 
whom the least shadow of sin never existed, was 
treated in this manner by the children of the 
Mm2 
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world: and his. disciples, let them be who they 

may, must expect the same.- We are not, 

however, to set less value on the merits of good 
example, on that account. The truth will, in 
God’s good time, be made manifest : and then, 
the example of perfect resignation, and pati- 
ence under trials, will shine forth with redoubled 

lustre. Let us, therefore, my brethren, be 

earnest in doing good, caring neither for the 
applause* nor for the censure of men. Our 
example will not fail, in the end, of producing 
its effects, and perhaps will be the means, in 
the hands of God, of promoting the salvation 
of many of our fellow-creatures. 

O if we have any zeal for the honour and 
glory of God, if we have any love for our neigh- 
bour, what greater inducement can we have to 
be attentive to the duties of religion? For, 
what is good example ? Is it not serving God 
with our whole strength? Is it not loving him 
with our whole heart? Is it not preferring his 
will and law before all things ? And what is 
this but promoting our own sanctification? 
What other means are there of drawing down 
upon us the blessings of God in this life, and 
preparing ourselves fqr his blessings in the 
next? And yet, by promoting our own good, 
by walking in the only path that will lead us to 
happiness, we shall be promoting the good of 
others, and, by promoting their good, shall be 
acquiring a title to a more brilliant crown of 
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glory I Let us then be earnest in doing good, 
and the choicest favours of heaven will attend 
our labours. 

In some situations of life good example is 
more particularly necessary, and attended with 
more beneficial effects, than in others. Parents 
are indispensably bound to give good example 
to their children and family ^ — Children are 
entrusted to parents by the great Creator, not 
solely for the purpose of being provided for as 
to this world, that is, to be nursed, and fed, and 
educated, and comfortably settled in life ; but, 
in a particular manner, to be instructed by them 
in the duties of a Christian, and to be brought 
forward in the way that leads to life eternal. 
Now, it is impossible to fulfil this great duty 
without the aid of good example. Parents may 
instruct their children, and give them a know- 
ledge of all the moral duties of the gospel™ 
but, unless they appear in the eyes of their 
children to fulfil these duties themselves, it is 
more than probable that they will never induce 
their children to practise them. Parents may 
exhort their children to restrain the violence of 
temper, and to be mild and forgiving: but their 
exhortations will probably be in vain, if they 
themselves are morose, severe, and relentless. 
In vain, likewise, will they exhort them to 
temperance and sobriety, if they themselves 
indulge in the excesses of luxury and dissipa- 
tion. In vain will they caution them against 
swearing, cursing, lying, and lewd discourse. 
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if the children witness these same faults in 
{them. In rain will they exhort them to adhere 
strictly to the rules of justice and equity, if 
-they themsehrea seek their own interest in op- 
position to those rules. In vain will they exhort 
their children to he regular and attentive at 
their prayers, to be diligent in the frequenta- 
tion of the sacraments, and to serve their God 
with their whole hearts, if they themselves are 
negligent in the performance of these great 

■duties. Yes, my brethren, in all probability 

vain will it be for parents to instil any virtue 
into the minds of their children, or induce them 
to the practice of any duty, unless they them- 
selves set them an example. The reasons are 
obvious. Children have the faculty of reason- 
ing; although they cannot, or will not, always 
reason justly. If their parents tell them that 
such or such duties are to be fulfilled in order 
to secure their salvation, the children will not 
dare to contradict them, nor refuse to believe 
their words. But the fact is, that children, 
being always accustomed to look up to their 
parents, as beings far superior to themselves in 
wisdom and experience, and having confidence 
in them so far as not to criticise their actions, or 
suppose that they would knowingly do wrong, 
•will be more inelined to imitate their example, 
than follow their instructions ; on the supposi- 
tion that, if those duties were necessarily to be 
fulfilled,- they, their parents, would fulfil them. 
1 will not. say that there are no exceptions 
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16 this rule: for, experience ' pro#is that some- 
times virtuous children have been found, who 
have had the worst example from one or both of 
their parents. But these exceptions ‘ are rare 
indeed. The general rule is, that children fol- 
low the example of their parents, much sooner 
than their instructions. 

How necessary, therefore, it is, that parents 
should give the best example to their children; 
not exteriorly alone ; but truly and sincerely — ■ 
the example of genuine Christian piety ! Ho# 
necessary it is that they never suffer any of the 
human passions to influence their conduct in 
their presence! How necessary that they prove 
to them by their conduct, that they have over- 
come the weaknesses of human nature, and 
are the servants of God by choice! If parents 
are deficient in these respects, a severe respon- 
sibility indeed will be incurred by them. In 
fact, how can it be otherwise? For if, as I 
before remarked, the children of vicious parents 
are generally vicious, the children of tepid and 
negligent parents, generally tepid and negli- 
gent, and the children of virtuous parents ge- 
nerally virtuous, what other reason can be as- 
signed for it, than that the example of parents 
has the greatest influence on the morals of chil- 
dren : and if the example of parents be the 
cause of the immoralities of children, the pa- 
rents must undoubtedly be responsible for the 
effect.— — No, my brethren, there is not a duty 
that is more strictly imposed on parents, or that 
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is. attended w# more serious consequences, or 
that will be more strictly demanded an account 
of at the bar of divine justice, than that of 
giving good example to their children. Fre- 
quently reflect that your children are the chil- 
dreu.of God, that they are rational beings, that 
they are merely entrusted to your charge for a 
time, and that they are entrusted to your charge 
chiefly fqr the purpose of being prepared, by 
your instruction and example, for the posses- 
sion of eternal happiness. If you do not treat 
them jn this manner, but, by winking at their 
faults, and through excess of fondness, refrain 
frpm checking in them the depravity of their 
nature, and giving them bad example in your 
own conduct, they will probably bring sorrow 
upon you in your advanced years, and perhaps, 
bring both upon you, and upon themselves, 
unavailing sorrows for eternity in the world to 
«fome. Whereas, on the contrary, if you treat 
them in this manner, they will be your comfort 
in the decline of life, and your crown hereafter; 
You will then have reason to hope, that you will 
meet together again in the regions of bliss, 
where the chief source of friendship will be, 
not that of being parent, or of being child, but 
of having been instrumental to their salvation. 
— — What I have said of parents is applicable, 
in a certain degree, to superiors, and others, 
who have children under their charge. 

Good example, likewise, is a duty which we 
owe to our equals, and particularly to our rela- 
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ti<ms, friends, and acquaintace. This, perhaps, 
may be illustrated most clearly, by considering 
the effects of bad example. It is a common 
saying, that one bad sheep will corrupt a whole 
flock. This saying is applied tp the pernicious 
effects, which are frequently produced by the 
bad example of one profligate companion. And 
how clearly is the justness of the application 
proved by universal experience ! In fact, who 
is there amongst you, that has not suffered in 
his innocence by associating with the wicked ? 
How many have been led into sins of impurity 
by the solicitations, or example of others ? How 
many into intemperance, by associating with 
drunkards ! how many into scenes of dissipa- 
tion, and all their concomitant evil effects, by 
the allurements of worldly friends ! how many 
have been led into habits of one vice or ano- 
ther, by keeping bad company! We may go 
farther, and say, how few have fallen from the 
ways of virtue, without being first led into 
error by the example of a dissolute companion! 

If, therefore, bad example be attended with 
such pernicious effects, may it not be said, .that 
good example will have an effect of a contrary 
tendency ? Good example, I know, is . not 
always sufficient to reclaim sinners. Hardened 
reprobates too generally hold the meek and 
humble followers of Jesus in derision, and con- 
sider them as parables of reproach. But, will 
not good example have a powerful effect on the 
minds of those, who are only tottering, as it 
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were, on the brink of the fatal precipice ? Wifi 
not good example have a good effect on those 
who are beginning to forsake the ways of sin, 
and to enter on a life of piety ? Will not good 
example be an encouragement to those who 
are advanced in virtue, and stimulate them to 
greater exertions in the pursuit of Christian 
perfection ? Will not good example be, in a 
general way, beneficial to all, with whom you 
are intimate, or with whom you associate? 
Will not the presence of a virtuous person fre- 
quently restrain the licentiousness even of a 
declared reprobate, and cause him to be modest 

in his speech, and decorous in his manners? 

Experience teaches us that all these effects are 
produced by good example. And can that 
person be said to gather with Christ, who ne- 
glects this important duty ? 

There is, however, another kind of good ex- 
ample, which you are required to attend to; and 
that is, giving good example to those, who are 
not of the household of the faith , by fulfilling 
carefully all the duties enjoined by the gospel. 
I know not why it is, but true it is, that the 
eyes of others are fixed more intently on you, 
than they are on the members of any other 
religious communion. The least irregularity in 
you is particularly noticed, and a reflection 
immediately cast on your religion. Why, I 
cannot say. But this may be said, that, not- 
withstanding all that our enemies have said 
and written, to defame the purity of our moral 
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code, it is expected that your lives should be 
more regular and orderly than any others : — a 
certain proof that, even our most determined 
adversaries cannot bring their minds to believe 
that our tenets are so corrupt as they malicU 
ously and scandalously represent them to be. 
One vicious Catholic would do more harm tq 
our cause, than many vicious members of other 
persuasions would do to theirs, by the most 
scandalous excesses. This being the truth, the 
necessity of giving good example must appear 
in the strongest light. 

Yes, my brethren, the necessity is of the 
strictest kind. You know not what harm you 
do, by every crime that you commit in the pre- 
sence of others. Were you, by your bad ex- 
ample, to prevent only one person from enquir- 
ing into the truth, what would you not have to 
answer for 1 You would be the cause of his 
remaining in ignorance and error, and his soul 
would be demanded at your hands. 

Oh! you, who think lightly of running into 
excesses of one kind or another, in the presence 
of others, think seriously of this : and let the 
thought restrain you in the violence of temp- 
tation. Keep a strict watch over yourselves. 
Your religion, and the salvation of your own 
soul and the souls of others, require it of you. 
Give good example. Let it be manifest to all 
men, that you live up to the moral precepts of’ 
the gospel ; and let it be your study to prove 
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the truth of yotir religion, by a strict adherence 
fb the pTeCfepts of divine and fraternal love. 

In this manner it was, that the primitive 
Christian^ lived : and to this, in part, may be 
attributed the wonderful propagation of the 
Christian religion. Their example hbd a won- 
derful effect upon those, who Wetfe pre-ordained 
fb be Sdved ; and the blood of martyrs was a 
i&eed, frOm Which muttberlesfe believers sprang 
up. Do you in like manner. Be ye iihitators 
Of the virtues of the saints, and you will expe- 
rience that the arm of God is nbt shortened, nor 
his mercies diminished. You may hot, perhaps, 
deceive testimony, during your mortal life, of 
the good that you have done ; but, at the tennis 
nation of your course, all things will be made 
AUnifeSt to you, and you will find, that you 
have riot scattered, but gathered with your 
Lord, and co-operated with him in the gTeat 
tyork of the salvation of men. Yciu will advance 
towards perfection yourselves, and you will, at 
the conclusion of life, receive the welcome in- 
telligence, that you have been the fortunate 
means, in the hands of God, of souls being 
trained tip to be united with you in the bosom 
of the Deity, for endless ages, 
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ON THE GIFTS OF GOD. 



When Jesus, therefore, had lifted up his eyes , and seen that a 
very great multitude cometh to him, he said to Philip, whence 
shall we buy bread, that thtse may eat ? John vi. 5. 



The solicitude which 
our Lord expressed, in the above Wolds, to 
relieve the corporal wants of those who came 
to hear his instructions, and the miraculous 
interposition of his power to provide a suffici*- 
ency, on that occasion, reminds ns of the good* 
peas Vbich God is .pleased to show -to us during 
our Sojournment in this land of exile, and <ff 
the debt of gratitude which lie dne to him on our 
parts. Separated as we are from the visible 
presence of the great Dispenser of all good, We 
feel within ourselves -a kind of impulse* to look 
upon the production of things tbait atre for 'our 
subsistence, either as the pnre workings of 
nature, or as the fruits of our own labour, with- 
out any reference to the power of him, who is 
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the real Creator of them. But we are here 
reminded that he, who multiplied a small quan- 
tity of food, so as to suffice for the refreshment 
of a comparatively immense multitude, is the 
same, by whom is produced the annual multi- 
plication of the fruits of the earth, and from 
whose bountiful hand it is, that we receive all 
that constitutes, and that supports our earthly 
frame. 

When we attentively survey our relative situ- 
ation, we cannot but be convinced that all we 
have, comes from God. Of ourselves we are 
nothing. We are entirely in the hands of our 
great Creator. It is in him that we live, and 
move, and exist. (Acts xvii.) In his arms, we 
possess infinitely less power than the child of 
one day old in the arms of its parents. We 
cannot live, even for one instant, without his 
fostering care. Consequential and great, as we 
may appear to be in our own eyes, when in 
the company of our equals or inferiors, in the 
eyes of God we may almost say, that we are 
less than nothing. Extensive and multiplied 
as our possessions may be, they are all de- 
pendant. on him, who created them, and he has 
it in his power to alienate them from us, with- 
out injustice, even at a moment’s notice. We 
seem, indeed, to possess over the members of 
our own bodies, such an unrestrained power, 
when in health and strength, as to cause the 
foolish, or unthinking man, to imagine that 
the exertion of his cqrporal powers depends on 
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his own will alone; that he can put his strength 
to whatever purpose he pleases, either to good, 
or bad, without any dependance on the permis- 
sion of God; and that he can make the dif- 
ferent members of his body administer to his 
orders, as perfectly as if he was the independ- 
ent lord and master of them. But it all depends 
on the will and permission of the God who 
made us. We cannot move so much as a single 
finger, without the co-operation of this great 
and eternal Being. The productions of na- 

ture, likewise, seem to spring spontaneously as 
it were from the earth, and the seeds entrusted 
to its bosom, produce their encrease in regular 
order. On this account, unthinking man is led 
to imagine that all is merely the fruit of his 
own industry ; and too frequently partakes of 
them, like the irrational beasts of the fields, 
without once reflecting on the superior power, 
which was necessarily to be exerted for their 
creation. But reflection will tell him that they 
are the works of his God ; and that they are 
works, which he is pleased to perform regularly, 
and in due season, merely out of love for him, 
and for the purpose of drawing his heart to 
him. 

Considering, therefore, the state in which 
we are, how bountiful is that great Being, who 
so liberally supplies all our wants ! who so 
readily lends his assisting hand to enable us to 
perform all the duties of life ; and who so care- 
fully watches over, and preserves us, in the 
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midst of the .perils with which we are sur- 
rounded ! What is there that is wanting to us 
in the good pasture in which he has placed ns ? 
Nature is made to supply amply all that is 
necessary for food and raiment. Her store- 
houses are no sooner exhausted, than they are 
again replenished with abundance. Season 
regularly succeeds to season : — light to dark- 
ness, — ‘heat to cold, — rain to dryness. Every 
thing goes on according to order. Every thing 
is regulated with the minutest exactness. Every 
thing is arranged so as to'bring to maturity all 
that the necessities of man can want, or the 
cravings of his sensual appetite desire. 

How profitably may we employ a leisure 
moment, from time to time, in contemplating 
the works, which our bountiful God is continu- 
ally performing for our accommodation and 
support ! How pleasing and encouraging, when 
we suwey all the varieties of creation, is the 
thought, that our heavenly Father made them 
all for our benefit! When we cast our eyes on 
the firmament, we are dazzled with the splen- 
dors of that bright luminary, which his Al- 
mighty power created for the purpose of dif- 
fusing light and heat to invigorate the fruits of 
the earth, and to bring every production of 
nature to maturity: — or else we behold the 
misty douds wafted across the firmament, and 
refreshing the earth with enlivening showers. — 
When we cast our eyes on the earth, on one 
side we behold the trees shaking their majestic 
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heads, and inviting us, as it were, to return 
thanks to that beneficent Being, who formed 
them for the purpose of supplying our wants, 

and adding to our comforts. Qn another 

side, we behold the fields cherishing, we may 
say, with parental care, the seeds entrusted to 
their bosom, nourishing them with juices ex- 
tracted from their richest stores, and at length 
presenting their fruits to us in a state mature 

for our most necessary purposes. On another 

side, we behold the verdant meadows, stocked 
with living creatures of various kinds, all sup- 
ported, upheld, and brought forward, by this 
great Creator and Preserver, for our use and 
benefit: — some to assist us in our labours, — 

others to supply us with food and raiment. 

In a word, on whatever side we turn our eyes, 
we behold the blessings of Providence: for, on 
every side, we behold the wonderful works of 
God,— works, which experience, aided by reve- 
lation, teaches us, were produced for no other 
•purpose than for our benefit, in one shape or 

another. These, my brethren, are pleasing 

reflections to the contemplative mind. Power- 
fully ought they to excite in our hearts, senti- 
ments of filial love and gratitude for him, who 
so bountifully, and so magnificently supplies 
all our wants. 

But it is not in the fields alone, that subjects 
of pleasing meditation are to be found. In 
your houses, in your manufactories, you are 
surrounded with objects, which ought to remind 
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you of the goodness of your God, and excite 
you to acts of gratitude, for his providential 
care, and parental tenderness. To whose mu- 
nificence are you indebted for all the furniture, 
and comforts, which cheer your dwellings? 
Whence are derived the materials on which you 
work, and the instruments with which you la- 
bour ? Who produces the light which enables 
you to see the objects before you? Who gives 
you strength of mind to contrive, and strength 
of body to execute the works which occupy 
your time ? Is it not God? Of yourselves you 
possess nothing, and can do nothing. All 
comes from the hand of the great Creator and 
Preserver. They are his blessings: they are 
testimonies of his paternal love : and they are 
given to you for the purpose of promoting your 
welfare in this world, and to bring you on to 
happiness in the next. In every thing that you 
possess, you enjoy a blessing of God — you en- 
joy a something, which was formed by him for 

the love of you. The only things which are 

entrusted to your care, and which were not 
created merely for your use and benefit, are 
your children. They were created for a nobler 
purpose. They were created for heaven. They 
were created for God himself. They are en- 
trusted to your charge, with a positive injunc- 
tion that you exert every means to instil into 
them the principles of religion, to counteract 
the influence of corrupt nature, to rectify their 
morals, and to prepare them for the possession 
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of that inheritance for which he made them. 
All other things, which you possess, were made 
for your use, by that infinitely amiable Parent, 
to whom you are indebted even for your own 
existence. 

- This is only a contracted enumeration of the 
blessings and gifts of God, and expressed only 
in general terms. In fact, it woald be far above 
the power of man to enumerate them in detail, 
and to estimate each according to its true 
value. 

Thus it is, my brethren, that we are sur- 
rounded on every side with the blessings of 
God — blessings, too numerous to be detailed, 
and too magnificent to be fully estimated, or 
described. , 

Another pleasing subject of contemplation 
and wonder presents itself, in the contempla- 
tion of our own nature. The body, which the 
Almighty has formed for you, is a piece of me- 
chanism the most complicated, the most asto- 
nishing. Although formed out of the dust of 
the earth, for we see that into dust it returns 
again, it is moulded into bones, sinews, arte- 
ries, veins, nerves, flesh, and blood ; all unit- 
ing with each other in the most perfect har- 
mony ; — all contributing to the support of each 
other ; — all depending one upon the other; — all 
invigorated and maintained by the productions 
of the earth, which the Almighty has created 
for our food; all forming within itself a complete 
whole, incomprehensible in all its parts to the 
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most mihilte and patient investigator; — a whole, 
presenting to the eye & form, beautiful for its- 
symmetry beyond all the works of the creation, 
and containing within itself more wonders thaw 
it is possible for the mind of man to conceive. 

In addition to this, a still greater wonder pre- 
sents itself in the spiritual nature of tire soul, 
by which this body iis animated. But What 
shall we say of this most essential part Of our 
Composition T it is a Something, and yet wo 
cannot see it with our eyes, nor feel it with arty 
pfoUr senses. It is a something, totally sepa- 
rated from all material substance. Nothing 
that created nature presents before us can give 
US the least idea of its component parts. And 
yet it is a being, which, as soon as it is called 
into existence, bids immediate defiance to 
death, and becomes immortal. This is the be- 
ing, which forms, as it Were, the essence of out 
nature. This it is that animates the body. 
This it is that is incomprehensible above all 
ihe Other WOrks of God. This it is that causes 
our nature to be little inferior to that of angels. 
Oh f that We never degraded this exalted dignity 
to Which we are raised. 

Contemplate these Wonders, my brethren, 
and then endeavour to form an idea of the 
agency of the Almighty Providence, which is 
required to keep this body of ours ih health and 
Strength, and the concurrence of his power, 
which is necessary to enable you to exert, not 
paly the corporeal, but the mental faculties, 
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with which he has been pleased to endow you. 

Ah ! my brethren, these considerations 

ought to impress on our minds, if duly weighed* 
the necessity of looking up to our God as our 
only support, and the Obligation of making him 

a suitable return of gratitude and love. 

Thus, my brethren, on every side, within you 
as well as without you, nothing is to be seen 
but the blessings of God : nothing is to be felt, 
but your total dependence on that infinitely 
amiable Being, who is your support, your pro- 
tector, your parent in this world, and who, if 
you are obedient to his blessed will, will be 
your eternal reward hereafter. 

In the midst of all these excesses of almighty 
love and power, who is there that will not say* 
that the most lively emotions of gratitude and 
love ought constantly to arise in our breasts ? 
Ah ! reason itself, depraved as it is, will de- 
clare that our hearts ought to be constantly 
fixed on so bountiful a benefactor, so persever- 
ing a protector. Religion will go still farther, 
and say, that we ought to keep ourselves con- 
stantly in his divine presence, to repent with 
the most unfeigned sentiments of sorrow for our 
past disloyalties, and to be ready to sacrifice 
With joy every satisfaction which the world or 
the flesh could impart, rather than offend him 
any more. Was it, indeed, that we were less 
dependent upon him, — was it that we had the 
power of providing for ourselves, without the 
assistance of his providence, — was it that we 
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could say that we were our own masters, and 
that we were something, whereas we are nothing , 
as St. Paul expresses it, then attention to the 
duties of reciprocal love and gratitude would 
not be so strictly required. But, surrounded as 
we are with the blessings of God, as the birds 
are surrounded with the air in which they fly, and 
the fishes with the water in which they swim, 
what could be more base and criminal than in- 
gratitude ? what words could be strong enough 
to reprobate the conduct of the wretch who, at 
the time that he is revelling, as it were, in the 
gratuitous gifts of his Maker, dares to insult the 
giver, and turns his back upon him, in order 
to embrace that enemy of mankind, whose only 
object is the destruction of souls ! 

Oh ! my brethren, shudder at the very idea 
of ingratitude to God, in the midst of the bless- 
ings which he is continually showering down 
upon you. Enter into sentiments of sincere re- 
pentance for your past ingratitude. You, who 
behold with indifference the multiplied and in- 
comprehensible testimonies of the power and 
love of your God, and dare in the face of nature 
to go and insult the author of them, blush and 
tremble, and repent of enormities, the criminality 

of which is beyond calculation. You, who at 

every trifling subject of vexation, at every trif- 
ling disappointment, at every trifling contra- 
diction, at every trifling discouragement, are 
habituated to fly into passion, and express your 
rage by words offensive to the Deity, cover your 
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faces ; — lift not your eyes to heaven, unless they 
are swimming in tears of sincere repentance 
and sorrow, for , having offended that all- wise 
and merciful God, who suffered these things to 
happen to you, for the sole purpose of procuring 
your greater good, and of helping you forward 

towards heaven. You, who are accustomed 

to invoke the name of God without necessity 
and without respect, — to call him to witness the 
most trifling events, and sometimes falsehoods ; 
— to utter curses, and sometimes the most dread- 
ful imprecations, not less than damnation upon 
your fellow-creatures, or upon irrational things, 
when your anger is excited ; be ashamed of 
your ingratitude — be ashamed of your conduct : 
repent of the past, and keep a stricter guard 

over your tongues for the time to come. You, 

who abuse the blessings of God, by running 
into the excesses of luxury or drunkenness ; — 
you, who the more you receive from God, the 
more crimes you commit against him ; — you, 
who may properly be said to throw the gifts of 
God back into his face, by making them the 
occasions of sin, oh ! what shall I say ? shall I 
say any thing to you consoling or encouraging ? 
Your crimes are deserving of the severest judg- 
ments : and what are you to expect ? Ah ! 
were you to look only to your deserts, you 
could expect nothing but punishment. But 
this offended God is a God likewise of mercy 
and compassion. He wills you to enter into 
sentiments of sincere repentance ; and on your 
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forsaking the error of your ways, he will, like a 
tender parent, pardon your wanderings, and 

with joy receive you again into favour. Take 

advantage, therefore, of the present opportu- 
pity. Time is now at your disposal — take ad- 
vantage of it, and your repentant supplications 
will find acceptance. Return, then, my be- 

loved brethren, to your Father, with the sen- 
timents of the prodigal son, and with deter- 
mined resolutions of never more departing from 
him. Be not discouraged by the multiplicity 
or enormity of your crimes ; for, were they as 
red as scarlet, on your repentance they shall 
become white as snow. But do not delay. 
The present time alone you can call your own. 
Were you to suffer this time to elapse, perhaps 
the opportunity may never more be presented to 
•you, and you may die in your sins. 

These are subjects, my brethren, worthy of 
your serious consideration. These are sub- 
jects, which ought to bring God continually to 
your minds. These are subjects, which ought 
to animate you with a heart-felt love for your 
bountiful benefactor, and a hatred for every 
'thing that is displeasing to him. 

Take advantage, then, of all created things, 
to raise up your hearts to your beneficent Lord 
and Master. Whether you are in the fields, in 
your shops or warehouses, or at your own 
homes, contemplate his wonders and love, and 
let the sight of the multiplicity of his gifts be 
an inducement to you to be henceforward 
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grateful, and obedient to his holy will. 

You, who are in opulence, or in easy circum- 
stances, give thanks accordingly for his dis- 
tinguishing favours, and apply his gifts to the 
purposes for which he gave them to you. — 
You, who are in poverty, be content with your 
estates, and give thanks for the little, which he 
has been pleased to bestow upon you. 

Thus we shall all give glory to God, to 
whom alone glory is due. Thus shall we be pro- 
moting our welfare and happiness in this world, 
and be preparing ourselves for happiness here- 
after, where we shall be incessantly employed 
in contemplating the perfections and gifts of 
our heavenly Parent, and never more be ex- 
posed to the danger of being separated from 
him by wilful sin. 



VOL. i 
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THE AN N UNCIATION OF THE B. V. M. 



ON THE INCARNATION OP THE SON OF COD. 



Behold thou shall conceive in ■ thy womb, and shall bring forth 
a Son. Thou shall call his name Jesus. He shall be great, 
and shall be called the Son of the Most High. . . Luke i. 31. 



We are now, my bre- 
thren, assembled together to celebrate the an- 
nual recurrence of that day, on which was 
wrought the greatest wonder that ever signa- 
lized the ineffable mercy of the Almighty, 
namely, the Incarnation of his own belovedSon. 
The formation of the works of the universe re- 
quired no other exertion of his power than a 
single word : he spoke and they were made , he 
commanded and they were created. (Ps. xxiii.) 
The formation of man, for whom all these 
things were- made, although created after his 
own image and likeness, required no other : let 
us make man, said he, after our own image and 
likeness, (Gen. i.) and he was made. But 
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the great work of making a God-Man, — and 
a Man-God, is truly the greatest work which 
his omnipotence has manifested : and when we 
consider the motive which induced the Al- 
mighty to perform this great work, namely, to 
redeem lost man, and to save him from hell, we 
may almost say, that it is the utmost exertion 
of the infinite mercy and love. Oh 1 let us con- 
template the wonders of this mystery, and bow 
down our souls in acts of thanksgiving and 
gratitude. Let us extol the mercies of our 
God : but at the same time, let us tremble at 
the thought of his inexorable justice. 

Man was originally created for the purpose 
of serving God for a time on earth, in the state 
of innocence, and then to be translated to the 
clear vision of the same God in heaven, with- 
out passing through the gates of death. Free- 
will was given to him, in order that he might 
serve his God by choice : and one only injunc- 
tion was laid upon him, in order that his obedi- 
ence might be easy. His passions being all in 
perfect subjection, the commands, afterwards 
imposed on sinful man, were easy and natural 
to him. Obedience to a simple injunction, of a 
seemingly unimportant nature, was alone re- 
quired. — He, however, transgressed. He eat 
of the fruit of the forbidden tree : and sentence 
was immediately pronounced upon him, not in- 
deed of being condemned, like the rebel angels, 
to the pool of unquenchable fire, but of being 
driven from the earthly paradise, of gaining kis 

p p 2 
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bread by the sweat of his brow, of submitting 
to the penalty of deaths and after death to the 
severity of judgment. Positive as was this sen- 
tence, he nevertheless restrained the aim of his 
indignation, on account of the innumerable 
souls, which were to be created, and were not 
actual perpetrators of his crime, in order that, 
by future mercies, his original design might 
be completed, and the places of the rebel angels 
filled up. 

But, how was the justice of Qod to be satis- 
fied for the injury it received from the trans- 
gression of our first parents ? He, an infinite, 
incomprehensible Being, — they, the work of 
his hands, less, when compared with him, than 
an atom when compared with the universe : 
what could they do that would be an adequate 
satisfaction ? The enormity of their crime was 
in proportion to the dignity of the Being of- 
fended, whieh was infinite : the satisfaction re- 
quired was the same, that is, infinite. And how 
was a finite being to make an infinite satisfac- 
tion 1 The justice of God, however, was, and 
always will be inexorable. What is due, he 
will always exact, even to the last farthing. Of 
this we shall be convinced, to our unutterable 
anguish, if we fall into his hands after death, 
in the state of mortal sin. 

Let the consideration, my brethren, of this 
justice of God, cause us to reflect frequently on 
the enormity of wilful sin. One only sin com- 
mitted by our first parents, and committed by 
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them through the allurements of an enemy with 
the words of friendship dropping from his 
tongue, — committed by them, without any de- 
pravity of disposition, and without any seeming 
diminution of their love of God,— committed by 
them more through surprise, than with the 
deliberate intention of disobeying the com- 
mands of their heavenly Father, and incurring 
his indignation, — one only sin, and a sin com- 
mitted under such circumstances, was so enor* 
mous in the sight of God, that sentence was 
immediately passed on the unhappy culprits. 
One only sin, and a sin of this kind, de- 
manded so great an atonement, that all the pe- 
nitential works and fervent supplications of 
the prevaricators, even supposing that they 
spent every instant of their long life in penance 
and prayer, would have been totally inadequate 
to it. And not only that, but were it that every 
individual of the children of Adam, from his 
time to the end of the world, and were the world 
to continue for a million of years, to spend every 
instant of life in the same penitential exercises, 
they could never make atonement to the justice . 

of God for that single transgression. Oh! 

my brethren, how little did you think of this, 
when, for the sake of a paltry gratification, a 
petty interest, a momentary pleasure, you in- 
curred the dreadful guilt of sin ! At least, re- 
flect seriously on it for the time to come. Be 
impartial with yourselves, particularly in a bu- 
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siness of this importance. Be not biassed by 
any imaginary ideas of pleasures to be found in 
sin. Be not deceived, like your first parents, 
by the notion of coming to the knowledge of 
good and evil, that is, of coming to the know- 
ledge of all the good things that this world can 
bestow, or of feeling all the sensations which 
are gratifying to the desires of depraved na- 
ture. For, if you do, you will find, as they did, 
that you have indeed acquired a knowledge of 
evil, but that the knowledge you acquire of 
good will be, that you have lost all that would 
have been good for you, both for time and 
eternity. Weigh, therefore, henceforward, 
both sides of the question, before you yield to 
temptation. Put the gratification you will 
receive, into one scale, and put the indignation 
of the Almighty, the debt of atonement which 
you will incur, and the horrors of a miserable 
eternity, if that debt be not paid, into the 
other scale : weigh them with a steady hand, 
and deliberately, and I will be bound to say, 
that if you have one grain of faith, even if it be 
no larger than a grain of mustard ; or if you 
"have one single spark of piety, or one single 
sentiment of true self-love, you will spurn with 
horror every temptation, whether it be of lust, 
or intemperance, or ill-will, or defamation, or 

sloth, or whatever else it may be. Oh, it 

is fitting for us, my brethren, to view things in 
this light from time to time. It will instil into 
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our minds a knowledge of what is good for us, 
and inspire us with a hatred of every thing that 
is evil. 

Our first parents, after hearing the dreadful 
sentence of expulsion, pronounced upon them, 
received the joyful intelligence that the mercies 
of their offended God would come forward in 
their behalf, and that the seed of the tvoma * 
should crush the serpent's head. They knew that 
it referred to a Redeemer to come : and that, by 
faith in him, and by sincere repentance, and by 
obedience to his holy commands for the fu- 
ture, the sentence of eternal reprobation was to 
be reversed. 

Oh! my brethren, what a glorious promisel 
That promise has now been completed. The 
Redeemer has come, has suffered, and has en- 
tered into his glory. But, who was this Re- 
deemer?. The same God who created the world? 
The same God who created and conversed with 
our first parents : for, as St. John says : The 
Word by whom, were made all things that were 
shade, and without whom was made nothing that 
was made , was made flesh and dwelt amongst us. 

Let us bow down in* sentiments of perfect 

addration to the Author of this incomprehensi- 
ble mystery. For, what was the creation oF 
the universe when compared with this ? The 
creation of the universe exhibited an idea only 
of the powers of his divine attribute — Omnipo- 
tence. But that the Word — the Son of the great 
Eternal, should be made flesh, should become 
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Man, and dwell amongst us, seems almost be- 
yond the powers of Omnipotence. That the 
self-existing Lord of all should seek his own 
honour and glory in all his works, is worthy of 
the Deity. But that this Lord of all should 
debase himself, appear in the form of a servant, 
and subject himself to the miseries allotted to 
the children of the first prevaricators ; and not 
only that, but that he should submit to be 
insulted, spit upon, scourged, treated as a 
mock king, and crucified, seems to human 
reason revolting, and impossible. Humility, 
and the love of humiliations is becoming sin- 
ners; and is acknowledged to be the foundation 
of every Christian virtue. But is humility be- 
coming a God ? Is a love of humiliations a 
proper characteristic of the Lord of God ? O 
the depth of the riches, of the wisdom , and of the 
knowledge of God! how incomprehensible are his 
judgments! and Juno unsearchable his waps! 
(Rom. xi. 33.) He knew the full weight of the 
divine attribute of his justice : and he felt the 
whole power of his equally divine attribute of 
mercy and love. From all eternity he had de- 
creed to redeem lost man. In the fulness of 
time, he submitted himself to the will of his 
Father ; descended, as it were, from his throne 
of Glory ; took upon himself our nature ; and 
thus exhibited the attribute of his mercy in a 
stronger light than he had hitherto exhibited 
his Omnipotence. For, great as are the works 
of his hands, they extend not to the limits of 
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Omnipotence. But the incarnation of a Man- 
God, and his subsequent sufferings and death, 
extend, we may almost say, to the utmost li- 
mits of that equally extensive attribute of di- 
vine love. For, what more could God do for 
us, which he has not done ? 

O let us fix our thoughts on this incompre- 
hensible mystery of a God made man. Let us 
make it the subject of our frequent meditations. 
Let us conceive the enormity of our sins; and 
let us pour forth our souls in acts of thanksgiv- 
ing to this merciful God, who, notwithstanding 
their enormity, has been pleased to provide 
means of atoning for them to his infinite Jus- 
tice. 

Before this mystery of love was accomplish- 
ed, how did the idea fill the minds of the anci- 
ent patriarchs and prophets, to whom the know- 
ledge of it was particularly revealed! How did 
they exult, when they reflected on the Re- 
deemer who was to come ! They were then with 
respect to us, almost we may say, what we 
now are to the blessed above. They saw then 
as through a mist, and contemplated the ma- 
jesty of the future Redeemer as a confused 
object. We see now as through a glass, as St. 
Paul expresses it, (1 Cor. xiii.) and contem- 
plate the glories, which will be revealed to us, 
when we shall see him face to face, and as he is 
in himself. To them the shadow only of redemp- 
tion was revealed: to us the substance. To 
them the promise only was made : to us the 
vol. i. Q q 
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promise is fulfilled. To them a glimmering- 
only of the light was made manifest : to us the 
sun of Justice has risen in its meridian splen- 
dor. If then, the faint indication of the future 
mercies and love of an incarnate Deity excited 
such raptures in the minds of these holy men, 
what would have been their feelings, had they 
seen this our day? Abraham and the pro- 
phets wished to see it: aud, although they saw 
it only in spirit, they were glad. 

What, therefore, ought to be our feelings, 
when we consider that the words of my text : 
Behold thou shall conceive in thy womb, and shalt 
bring forth a son: thou shalt call his name Jesus, 
for he shall be great, and shall be called the Son of 
the Most High, what, I say, ought to be our 
feelings when we know that these words have 
been long ago fulfilled ? Ought they to be less 
than what were felt by the ancient prophets ? 
Ought they not to be greater, in proportion as 
the fulfilment of a promise is more desirable 
than the promise alone? Oiight we not to an- 
nihilate ourselves in the presence of this adora- 
ble Saviour, whose love has manifested itself in 
this manner for our salvation ? The malefactor, 
condemned to death, rejoices when the tidings 
of a respite, and a discharge, are announced to 
him: and shall not we rejoice, — we, who were 
guilty of rebellion against God, and condemned 
to the second and eternal death, shall not we 
rejoice, when the tidings are announced to us, 
that our sentence is reversed, and that instead 
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of being eternally miserable, means are pro- 
vided for us of becoming eternally, and infi- 
nitely happy ? 

Let us, therefore, endeavour to express our 
love and gratitude to our God for these, his 
wonderful works. He has loved us so, as to 
give us his only Son. We are bound to love 
him in such a manner, as to be ready to deliver 
up every thing that we possess for him. We 
ought to reserve nothing in our affections : not 
a single fibre of our hearts ought to be kept 
from him. In God, and for God, we ought to 
live : and in God, and for God, we ought to 
love those persons and things, which it is 

allowable to love. Our gratitude ought to 

consist not in words only, nor in the inward 
feelings of our hearts, but in the whole tenor of 
our lives. To him we ought to sacrifice our 
will; and in all the different circumstances, 
which occur during the day, to prefer his will 
before our own ; to do that which is most agree- 
able to him, in preference to that which is most 
agreeable to ourselves : in a word, to seek to 
please him in all our various occupations, and 
to endure cheerfully, for his sake, all the evils 
which his providence may be pleased to inflict 
on us. 

Be, therefore, zealous to celebrate this mys- 
tery of the Incarnation of the Son of God with 
those sentiments, which become sinners who 
have been redeemed, and who have been ad- 
mitted into the liberty of the children of the 

q q 2 
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Most High. Yon were by nature children of 
wrath, as the Apostle says, (Eph. ii.) but you 
are now the elect of God, provided only, that 
you do what is required of the elect. All is 
done for you on the part of God, which his jus- 
tice demands: do what is expected on your 
parts. You have now a direct communication 
with your Creator. If you pray, your prayers 
will be heard through the prayers of your Lord 
and Saviour. If you deny yourselves, your self- 
denials will be meritorious through the self-de- 
nials of your Lord and Saviour. If you fast, 
your fasts will be acceptable through the fasts 
of your Lord and Saviour. If you are patient 
under crosses, pains, and tribulations, your 
patience will be worthy of a reward through 
the patience of your Lord and Saviour. If you 
are persecuted, abused, calumniated, and every 
thing evil said against you untruly, your re- 
compense will be very great in heaven, through 
the sufferings which your Lord and Saviour 
endured in these respects for your sake. 

Correspond, therefore, with the blessings, 
which your great and good God has provided 
for you by this ineffable mystery. Every good 
is offered to you : deprive not yourselves of any 
part thereof by indifference, or neglect. Be 
not like those poor deluded souls, who conceive 
that every thing is done for them, and that, 
provided they have faith in Jesus, they may do 
the deeds of the flesh, and yet be certain of the 
rewards which are promised only to those who 
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crucify their flesh with its vices and concupiscences. 
(Gal. v.) Do you, on the contrary, put on the 
new man : serve the Lord in sincerity and 
truth; fulfil all and every one of his divine 
commandments : be penitent in the fervour of 
your minds, and lovers of God in the sincerity 
of your hearts. For thus, and thus only, shall 
you be found worthy to partake of the merits 
purchased for you by the incarnation of the Son 
of God. 
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ON THE ENORMITY OF SIN. 



Jem said to the Jews : who amongst yon thaU convince me of 
tin? John viii. 46. 



In this manner, my bre- 
thren, does our Lord assert his innocence, and 
defy the malice of his enemies to convince him 
of sin. But why this emotion in the breast of 
him, who was meekness itself? Injuries and 
provocations of every other description he bore 
in silence, and with mild resignation: he en- 
dured even the ignominy of the cross, and was 
led to the slaughter without opening his mouth. 
Why then this indignation? The reason was, 
because, in quality of our High Priest , holy — 
innocent — and undefiled , he could not be silent 
under the imputation of sin. His hatred of that 
monster was so great, that, not satisfied with 
the interior testimony of his own conscience, he 
could not endure that the testimony of others, 
however unfounded, should lay it to his charge. 
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From our Saviour’s conduct on this occasion, 
an instructive lesson is imparted to us. The 
sufferings of the body, and the painful vicissi- 
tudes of life he endured with patience, but the 
imputation of sin he could not endure. Sin, 
therefore, is an evil far greater than all tem- 
poral evils, and before all other things calls for 
our abhorrence : the calamities of this life ought 
to be endured with patience; but the evil of sin 
ought not to be endured. We cannot, indeed, 
like our Blessed Saviour, assert our innocence, 
and say, that we are without sin. But, having 
committed sin, it points out to us the necessity 
of weeping and mourning over the corruption of 
our nature, which has led us unto the precipice 
of this dreadful evil. 

That this spirit of repentance may be ex- 
cited in your minds, I will suggest to you a few 
ideas on the malice and the evil of sin, and, at 
the time that I exhort you to recollect the many 
times that you have incurred its enormous guilt, 
I will endeavour to stir up in your soul a sin- 
cere abhorrence of it, and a determined resolu- 
tion to avoid it for t the time to come. 

I shall not pretend to describe in appropriate 
terms the malice of sin. A description of this 
kind is beyond the powers either of men or 
angbls. The infinite perfections of God, and 
the immeasurable distance that there is between 
him and his creatures, ought to be fully under- 
stood, before the enormity of the crime of rebel- 
lion against him can be properly ascertained : 
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and as this is beyond the powers of any created 
being, every description of the malice of sin. 
must be imperfect, and, in proportion to the 
distance between the offended and the offender, 
must be faint in its colouring But, although 
we cannot give an adequate description of it, 
the knowledge which the revelations of God 
have given us concerning it, are such, if duly 
considered, as to be sufficient to strike terror, 
into the mind of every sinner, and cause him, 
through sentiments even of self-love, to detest 
the error of his ways, and to enter into send-, 
ments of sincere repentance. 

By revelation we are taught, that God is a- 
self-existent Being, far exalted above all created 
things; — that every perfection is centered in 
him; — 'that he is the great Creator of all things; 
and that he fills with his divinity, not only the- 
earth, pn which we dwell, but the vast expanse, 
of heaven, extending to the limits of infinite 
space. By revelation, likewise, we are taught, 
that, small and insignificant as man may ap-. 
pear in the midst of the stupendous works of 
the creation, they were all created for him: — 
that the love of the supreme Lord and Master 
of them all, is principally fixed on him: — that 
the solicitude of this great and omnipotent Be-, 
ing, for his welfare, exceeds that of the tender- 
est mother for the welfare of her darling child : 
— that he exerts every means, except compul- 
sion, to induce him to make a return of love: — 
that he allures him by the sweetness of his. 
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communications ; and that he holds out before 
him the beauties and wonders of this earthly 
dwelling, on purpose to excite him to exert all 
his powers in hopes of attaining to that happy 
kingdom, where prodigies of infinitely greater 
magnitude, and beauty, and splendor, are pre- 
pared for his contemplation in the bosom of his 
Divinity. 

This is the knowledge, which revelation has 
imparted to us. Were we seriously to reflect 
upon it ; and were we attentively to consider the 
infinite majesty of this great God, and the 
infinite love he entertains for us ; and then turn 
our eyes on ourselves, and attentively survey 
our nothingness in the midst of these stupend- 
ous works, what should we think of the crime 
of rebelling against Omnipotency, — of prefer- 
ring our own will before his, — of turning our 
back upon him, and of seeking comfort and 
happiness in perishable things, at the expense 
of his friendship and love? What should we 
think of the crime of renouncing our eternal 
inheritance, merely for a mess of potage, a mo- 
mentary gratification : — of ranging ourselves 
under the standard of his and our mortal ene- 
my, the devil, merely for the sake of enjoying 
his pomps and vanities : — and of trampling 
upon every thing that is sacred and holy, merely 
for the pleasure of following our own will, or 
because we have not resolution to resist the 
unlawful cravings of our passions? What should 
we think of such folly and criminality? And 
VOL. i. r r 
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yet, all this is to be found in the commission of 
every mortal sin. 

This, however, is not all. There are consi- 
derations of another kind, which will cause the 
guilt of sin to appear still more odious in our 
eyes. Notwithstanding that sin is so opposite 
to the sanctity of God, and a crime of such 
infinite magnitude in his sight, what is there 
that he has not done to free us from its guilt, 
and bring us to a reconciliation with him! After 
the crime of the first unhappy prevaricators in 
the earthly paradise, he did not exert the arm 
of his justice. On the contrary, he was moved 
to compassion. His justice demanded imme- 
diate punishment, a punishment proportioned 
to the enormity of the offence, which was no- 
thing less than an immediate and eternal se- 
paration from him, and a condemnation to the 
most excruciating tortures of the bottomless 
abyss. But, infinite mercy pleaded in their 
favour, and the sentence was not put in execu- 
tion. Temporal punishment, indeed, was im- 
mediately inflicted : the unhappy sinners were 
driven out of paradise, and they and their pos- 
terity were condemned to sufferings and to 
death. But promises were made that a Re- 
deemer should come, and that this Redeemer, 
which was to be no other than the Word, pro- 
ceeding from the Father, the same God with 
him, should take upon himself our nature, be 
born of a woman, and in that form should crush 
the serpent’s head, and thereby make that sa- 



Digitized by v^ooQle 




PASSION SUNDAY. 



307 



tisfaction to the Deity, which neither they, nor 
their posterity! all united together, could have 
made, and thus provide them with means of 
escaping that eternal punishment, which must 
inevitably have been their lot. In fact, the 
Son of God, the Second Person of the adorable 
Trinity, was made flesh, and dwelt amongst us. 
He, who, in the beginning of eternity, was the 
Word, and the W< ord was with God, and the 
Word was God, became a man, like unto us, 
suffered, as we suffer, or, perhaps, more se- 
verely than we suffer, considering the state of 
life and abandonment to which he was pleased 
to subject himself, during the space of thirty- 
three years ; and then humbled himself even to 
the death of the cross, shed the last drop of his 
blood, died, and rose again, according to the 
scriptures. 

Oh! my brethren, contemplate the price of 
your redemption. Learn from the humiliations 
and sufferings of the eternal Son of the great 
and omnipotent God, the enormity of the guilt 
of sin. One only word, spoken by the Eternal , 
was sufficient for the creation of the whole 
visible world, complicated and incomprehensi- 
ble as it is, he spoke the word , and they were 
made, he commanded, and they were created. (Ps. 
xxxii. 9.) By the same only word also, he 
commanded them to encrease and multiply; there- 
by preserving a continuation of his original 

works. But to redeem one only man from 

the guilt of sin, no less a price was necessary 
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than the sufferings and death of the Son of 
God himself. One only act of his will would 
have been sufficient to destroy the whole created 
universe; but the guilt of sin could not be de- 
stroyed, and lost man restored to a reconcilia- 
tion with his offended Maker, by any other 
means, than by that effort of Omnipotence — the 

incarnation and death of his beloved Son. 

Oh! why will we not reflect, as we ought to do, 
on this important subject? 

Had one only sin ever been committed, and 
the Son of God had humbled himself, to the 
death of the cross, in order to obtain the remis- 
sion of that sin, we should then have been 
struck with horror at the enormity of its guilt. 
And had any one of us been the perpetrator of 
the crime, that person would undoubtedly have 
been overwhelmed with confusion and dismay : 
his guilt would have continually stared him in 
the face : the mercies of his Redeemer would 
have been the constant subject of his thoughts: 
and his whole life would not have been consi- 
dered too much to be devoted to acts of the sin- 
cerest repentance, gratitude, and love. If these 
effects would have been produced in our minds, 
had any one of us been the only sinner, why 
should less sensible effects be produced in our 
minds merely because sinners are more nume- 
rous, and sins more multiplied ? The guilt of 
each individual sin is not at all diminished by 
the frequency with which it is committed, nor 
is the price of its ransom greater, nor are the 
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mercies of God less deserving of a suitable re- 
turn of gratitude and love. Ought not, then, 
the sight of the many enormous sins, which we 
have committed, to produce as lively sentiments 
of sorrow in our minds, as if one only sin had 
been committed, and that that sin had been 
committed by us? 

Oh! my brethren? let us weigh these reflec- 
tions seriously in our minds : let us ponder at 
leisure on the crime of rebellion against the 
God who made us ! — What hast thou done , said 
God to Cain, after he had murdered his brother 
Abel, what hast thou done? The blood of thy 
brother crieth to heaven for vengeance against thee. 
But, what reproaches may not we make to our- 
selves, after the commission of every wilful sin ! 
f‘ What hast thou done V* may we not justly 
say : “ it is not the blood of thy brother, which 
thou hast spilt, and which cries to heaven for 
vengeance ; but it is the blood of the Son of 
God himself, whom thou hast crucified : it is 
thy own soul, which thou hast murdered : it is 
the soul of thy neighbour, which thy example, 
or encouragement, has hurried into perdition. 
Wretch, what hast thou done?” Yes, my bre- 
thren, the severest reproaches, which it is pos- 
sible for the sinner to make to himself, will not 
be severe enough. His ingratitude is beyond 
description. The enormity of his crime is be- 
yond the powers of human conception. Suffer 
not, then, the short and delusive pleasures of 
the world, the deceitful and nugatory gratifies- 
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tion of the senses, to lead you into the deep 
abyss of sin. Be guided by reason. Be guided 
by religion: and suffer not the enemy to allure 
you to the commission of that, which will bring 
upon you the accumulation of all evils. 

It i9 but too true, that the time of our pilgri- 
mage on earth is a time of trial and tempta- 
tion: and that the dangers, to which we are 
exposed by these temptations, are very great. 
The attacks of our mortal enemy, the devil, 
are incessant: he is always on the watch, ready 
to seduce us at an unguarded moment. And 
the example of the generality of mankind, who 
make light of sin, and who preach up, by word 
and example, the false charms of sensuality, 

encrease the dangers of our situation. But, 

although we are surrounded with perils, and 
although our weakness, unassisted by a supe- 
rior power, .is unable to cope with the enemies 
leagued against us, yet, we have God on our 
side, provided that we accept of the assistance, 
which he is ready at all times to administer 
to us. 

Let us, therefore, turn our thoughts serious- 
ly to the great business of our souls. Let 
us endeavour to impress on our minds deeply 
the sentiments of religion. Let us reflect, 
at our leisure, on the heinousness of sin, and 
on the goodness of God towards sinners. — 
We know that the period of our existence 
in this world is rapidly hastening towards a 
conclusion, and that the pleasures and enjoy* 
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ments of sensual gratifications are only mo- 
mentary. We know that there is another 
world, for which we were originally created ; 
that, ere long, we shall be called from this, 
and ushered into the other by death, and that 
there happiness or misery will be our lot, and 
that for eternity. We know that vice is a real 
evil, that it brings with it remorse and anxiety 
here, and damnation hereafter, and that it is 
the height of folly to listen to the suggestions 
of either the world, the flesh, or the devil, when 
it is certain that such dismal consequences will 
follow. We know that the way of virtue is 
sweet and delightful, and that piety is the only 
means of ensuring to ourselves the possession 
of it. And is there one amongst us that will de- 
liberately swear allegiance to the devil, and 
voluntarily give himself for time and eternity, 
to remorse, anxiety, misery, and endless woe, 
rather than forego the opportunity of indulging 
a favourite passion for a moment ? Oh ! my 
brethren, be not like these senseless animals, 
who find happiness in the enjoyment of the 
fattening food, which is to prepare them for the 
slaughter ; and who indulge in it, without once 
thinking of the knife which is prepared for 
them. Make use of your reason : it was given 
you for that purpose. Say to yourselves : 
“ What pleasures have I hitherto found in sin? 
But were it the case, that real enjoyment was to 
be found in it, and that its enjoyments were to 
continue undiminished during the whole of life, 
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yet when eternity is in the opposite scale, ought 
not I to prefer the eternal before the temporal ? 
But, when it is known that the pleasure of sin 
is momentary, and that, at the time it gratifies 
the feelings of the sensual man, it inflicts a 
deep and deadly wound in the soul, which no- 
thing but repentance can heal, should I not be 
justly classed amongst the unwise, and declar- 
ed unworthy to enjoy the powers of reason, 
were I to yield myself up to it, to the loss of 
every thing that is desirable, either here, or 
hereafter.” 

These, my brethren, are a few considerati- 
ons on the nature and the enormity of sin. 
Make them the subjects of your reflections in 
private. It is impossible for human language, 
as I remarked in the beginning of this dis- 
course, to give an adequate description of it. 
The angels in heaven behold the God of Ma- 
jesty face to face. Their knowledge of the Di- 
vinity is far beyond any ideas that we can pos- 
sibly conceive ; and consequently their ideas 
of the enormity of sin must be proportionably 
greater than any that we can entertain. Never- 
theless they cannot comprehend the infinity of 
God, and of course they cannot comprehend 
the whole of its enormity. Only God can com- 
prehend the immensity of his own nature, and 
it is only God that can fully comprehend the 
wilful sin. 

Oh ! my brethren, when we reflect on these 
great truths, and then reflect on the multitude of 
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the sins, which we ourselves have committed* 
what terrifying thoughts must press upon our 
minds ! It would be impossible to endure them* 
were it not that we called to our recollection 
the words of God himself, that he willeth not the 
death of the sinner, however numerous his 
offences, but that he be converted and live . 
(Ezech. xxxiii.) Let every sinner, therefore, 
enter into sincere sentiments of repentance. 
Let him call upon God for mercy ; let him sin- 
cerely and perseverantly avoid the occasions of 
sin for the time to come ; let him humbly sub- 
mit to the trials, and contradictions, and priva- 
tions, and losses, and pains both of body and 
mind, which Providence may be pleased to 
impose upon him ; let him likewise force the 
sensual man to submit to voluntary self- denials 
and acts of mortification, and he will find that 
the hand of God is not shortened, that he will 
shower down upon him blessings of every kind* 
and that he will assist him so to make use of 
temporal things, as not to lose those which are 
eternal. 

We are also approaching the time, when the 
Church will call our attention, in a particular 
manner, to the passion and death of our Savi- 
our. Endeavour, my brethren, to prepare your- 
selves for it, by more than ordinary recollection 
and fervour. The cross is covered at this time* 
not only to remind us that our Saviour hid him- 
self from the Jews, as recorded in this day’s 
gospel, or, in another sense, not only to fore- 
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want us that Christ hid the secrets of the re- 
demption of mankind, which was to be effected 
by his eross, from the unbelieving Jews, and 
likewise from die unbelievers of this present 
generation, but to remind us that now it is 
particularly incumbent upon us to mourn over 
the transgressions of our past lives, and to 
regret the share which we had in contributing to 
the ignominies and torments of his passion. 

Be earnest, therefore, my brethren, and fer- 
vent in your repentance. When yon were Yun- 
ning on in the paths of error and darkness, your 
Jesus followed after you, carrying his cross, 
and tracing the way with his precious blood. 
Turn back, and run to his embraces. Be sin- 
cere penitents, and relinquish the ways of sin 
for die time to come. He, in return, will re- 
ceive you into his arms, will overwhelm your 
souls with the purest consolations of his love in 
this life, and will hereafter, if you persevere to 
the end, admit you to the full plenitude of his 
enjoyments in an endless eternity. 
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OH THE PASCHAL COMMUNION. 



Tell ye the daughter of Sum : Behold thy King cometh to 
thee Matt. xxi. 5. 



The happy time, my 
brethren, is nearly arrived, when the true and 
faithful disciples of the Lord will be prepared, 
to lift up their heads, and to lay aside the 
weeds of mourning and sorrow, for the purpose 
of welcoming the King of Glory into their souls, 
with canticles of festivity and gladness. The 
time, in fact, is come, when the multitudes 
who go 'before, and the multitudes that follow, 
I mean, the immense multitudes of pious 
Christians throughout the world, who have 
walked with their Lord, during this holy time, 
in the paths of mortification and penance, are 
prepared to- exclaim : Hosanna to the Son of 
David: blessed is he that cometh in. the -name of 
the Lord. The time is come, when all the true 
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children of the Church are commanded to pre- 
sent themselves at the sacred banquet of the 
Lamb, and to receive their Lord and Saviour in 
the holy communion. Truly may this be called 
a time of triumph and exultation to the faithful 
servants of God. Welcome indeed to them is 
the announcement contained in my text : Tell 
ye the daughter of Sion : Behold thy King cometh 
to thee. To the tepid and the habitual sin- 

ner, this time is a time of restraint, because it 
obliges them . either to offer violence to their 
inclinations, and to prepare themselves for the 
sacraments, or be virtually excluded from the 
pale of the Church. But to the faithful soul it 
is a time of exultation and joy : it is a time, 
when they are disposed and prepared to run 
forward, and meet their Saviour with the 
warmest acclamations, and to welcome him 
into their breasts with the purest sentiments of 
gratitude and love. That these may be the 
sentiments of every individual here assembled, 
is my humble and fervent prayer. 

The obligation of observing this time, and of 
solemnizing it by a participation of the flesh of 
the Lamb of God, either in figure, or in reality, 
has existed from the time that God formed to 
himself a chosen people, and established a par- 
ticular form of worship. It may be said to be 
an indispensable part of religion itself. It was 
this which, in the times when it was originally 
instituted, distinguished the believer from the 
unbeliever, and preserved him from the power 
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of the destroying angel, as is related in the de- 
liverance of the Israelites from the Egyptian 
slavery. By the observance of this rite, were 
the Jews separated from the rest of men, and 
acknowledged to be of the number of the cho- 
sen people of God. And by the continuance of 
the same observance were the children of the 
promise distinguished from all the other nations 
of the earth, and formed into a class totally 
distinct from the Gentiles. 

The ordinances and commands of God in the 
old law, when the Paschal Lamb was eaten in 
figure of the flesh of the immaculate Lamb of 
God, are minute and expressive on this sub- 
ject. On the tenth day, said the Lord to Moses , 
(Exod. xii.) let every man take a lamb without 
blemish , a male of one year. . . .and you shall keep 
it until the fourteenth day of this month , and 
the whole multitude of the children of Israel 
shall sacrifice it in the evening. . . .and they shall 
eat the flesh that night, roasted at the fire , and 
unleavened bread, with wild lettuce. . . .And thus 
shall you eat it : you shall gird your loins, and 
you shall have shoes on your feet, holding staves 
in your hands ; and you shall eat it in haste : for 
it is the Phase (that is, the Passage) of the Lord. 
.... And this shall be a memorial to you, and you 
shall keep it as a feast to the Lord in your gene- 
rations, with an everlasting observance This 

is the service of the Phase (or Passover): no 
foreigner shall eat df-it. But every bought servant 
shall be circunicised, and so shall eat. The stran* 
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ger and the hireling shall not eat thereof . .... All 
the assembly of the children of Israel shall keep it. 
And if any stranger shall be willing to dwell 
among you, and to keep the Phase of the Lord, all 
his males shall first be circumcised, and then shall 
he celebrate it according to the manner; and 
he shall be as he that is bom in the land : but if any 
man be uncircumcised, he shall not eat thereof. 

In these minute and expressive terms was the 
perpetual observance of the Passover among 
the Jews, regulated and commanded by the 
Almighty himself. A lamb without blemish, (a 
type of the Lamb of God, in whom there was 
no sin,) was to be the victim. The whole of it 
was to be consumed, (as was to be the case 
when the Lamb of God was to give himself to 
be our food ; he that ealeth me. (John vi.) The 
people were to eat it in haste, and they were to 
be girt about the loins, with staves in their 
hands, like men prepared for a journey ; ex* 
pressive of the dispositions in which they ought 
to be, who partake of the flesh of the true Lamb 
of God, that is, alienated in affection from the 
place of their present exile, and determined to 
make the best of their way to their true country. 
No strangers, that is, no others than those, who 
were of the true church, were to partake of it : 
and it was to be a perpetual memorial to them of 
their deliverance from the bondage of Egypt : *s 
the continuance of the unbloody sacrifice is a 
memorial of our deliverance from the bondage 
ofsm, and is not partaken of by strangers, or 
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by those, who by their unbelief, are separated 
from the Church of the new law. 

The ordinances of the old law were only 
types and figures of that which was to come. 
The shadow is passed away, and the substance 
has succeeded to its place. The obligation, 
therefore, of observing this time, so far from 
being taken away, is encreased. Our Lord 
came upon earth, not to destroy the law, but to 
accomplish it. (Matt, v.) He was the true 
Lamb of God : the paschal lamb of the Jews 
was only a figure of him. He came to deliver 
his. chosen people from the bondage of sin and 
hell : the deliverance of the children of Israel 
from the bondage of Egypt was only a figure of 
this our redemption. — He came to prepare his 
faithful servants for their journey to the hea- 
venly Jerusalem, the true land of promise, and 
to strengthen them by the participation of the 
unleavened bread of his own body, and the wild 
lettuce of self-denial and penance : — the pre- 
paring, and strengthening the Israelites for 
their journey to the land of Canaan, by means 
of the paschal lamb, and the unleavened bread, 
was only a figure of this. And the obligation, 
imposed on every disciple of Moses, of partak- 
ing of this lamb, was only a type of the obli- 
gation which is incumbent on every disciple of 
Jesus, to partake of the mystic sacrifice of the 
Lamb that was slain from the beginning of the 
World. So true it is, that our Lord came, not 
to destroy the law, but to accomplish it. 
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Accordingly we see, that, on the very day on 
which the Paschal Lamb was sacrificed by the 
jews, he himself was offered up in sacrifice on 
the altar of the cross. On the evening pre- 
ceding the festival of the Passover, the time 
appointed for the eating the Paschal Lamb, 
our Lord observed, . with his apostles, this 
solemn rite according to the ancient forms. 
They all partook of the figurative lamb: and 
immediately after, our Lord substituted the 
Passover of the new law ; and presented to 
them his own body and blood: he took bread, 
blest, broke, and gave to them, saying : take and 
eat ye all of this , for this is my body. And, in 
the same manner he presented to them the cha- 
lice, saying : drink ye all of this, for this is my 
blood, of the New Testament, which shall be shed 

for many for the remission of sins. Thus did 

the Saviour of men usher in the sacrifice of the 
new law. Thus did he substitute the true Lamb, 
in the place of the figurative lamb given to the 
Jews. Thus did he substitute the unleavened 
bread that came down from heaven, in place of 
the unleavened earthly bread, which was taken by 
the Jews. Thus did the ancient rites resign 
their place to nobler elements of grace and 
love. Thus did the shadow give way to the 
substance. 

The Christian Passover being instituted, the 
obligation of partaking of it at this time, was 
always supposed to continue, as under the old 
law. As it was said to the Jews : this day shall 
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he a memorial to yon, and you shall keep it a feast 
to the Lord in your generations : so it is said to 
the disciples of the new law : do this for a com- 
memoration of me: as much as to say: “ This is 
your Passover for the time to come : this is the 
true Paschal Lamb : I have given you my 
own body and blood. Do not observe the anci- 
ent rites ; but do as I have done, as a memorial 
of me.” 

In obedience to this amiable precept, the 
Church of God, throughout the world, has al- 
ways observed the Christian Passover with the 
greatest solemnity; and every disciple has ab 
ways considered the obligation of partaking of 
the Pasch at this time, as binding as was the 
obligation imposed on the Jews, of partaking 

of their Passover. The Church, indeed, did 

not enact a particular law on this subject, till 
the thirteenth century. A specific law was not 
made, until it was found necessary. The piety 
of the faithful had, in the preceding ages, led 
them to the observance of it; and it was only 
the tepidity and indolence of dissolute Chris- 
tians, who neglected the sacraments wholly, 
which forced the Church to promulgate a law, 
by which all were obliged to receive the holy 
communion at this time, under a threat of be- 
ing excommunicated from the society of the 
faithful during life, and of being deprived of 
Christian burial after death. 

Thus, my brethren, we see that, from the 
time that a visible Church on earth, with a 
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written form -of worship, was established, the 
obligation of observing this time has always 
existed, and that the observance of this time 
has consisted principally in the participation of 
the flesh of the Lamb of God, either in figure, 
as under the old law, or in reality and sub- 
stance, in spirit and truth, as under the new 
law — the law of grace and love. 

Come then, my brethren, prepare yourselves 
for the Passover ; for this is truly the Passage 
of the Lord. Gird your loins, by repressing 
the desires of concupiscence and lust. Put 
shoes on your feet, by making resolutions to 
walk in the narrow path of virtue and perfec- 
tion : and put staves into your hands, by ex- 
pressing your desires to persevere in the fulfil- 
ment of all the duties of the gospel, and to 
journey on without ceasing, until you arrive at 
the land of promise. 

The Jews celebrated their Passover with 
punctuality and gladness, from the time of 
its institution till the time of its abrogation. 
From the most distant parts they hastened to 
Jerusalem. They spared neither time, nor la- 
bour, nor expense. The happiness of partak- 
ing of the Passover, was an object superior in 
their minds to every other consideration. And 
shall it be said, that amongst Christians men 
are to be found, who turn away from the Pass- 
over of the new law? who refuse even to par- 
take of it, when it is offered to them free cost? 
and who are willing rather to renounce their in- 
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heritance than be at any trouble in preparing 
themselves for it? Ah! if the Jews were so 
strict in the celebration of their Passover, which 
was nothing more than partaking of the flesh 
of a lamb, how strict would they have been, 
had their Passover been the true Lamb that 
taketh away the sins of the world! How will 
they rise up in judgment at the last day, and 
condemn the tepid languors of Christians, who, 
with superior inducements, neglect this solemn 
duty! 

Was the doctrine of the Catholic Church the 
same as is preached by many of those who dis- 
sent from us : — was it our belief that the Chris- 
tian Passover consisted of nothing more than 
bread and wine taken in remembrance, then a 
neglect on your parts, would not be a subject of 
astonishment. Such a Passover would be infe- 
rior to the Passover of the Jews ; and the in- 
ducements to observe it, would be less than 
those which were held out to that rejected peo- 
ple. But our Passover is not in figure, Jt is 
the true Lamb : it is the true bread from heaven: 
it is the flesh of him, who said, my flesh is meat 
indeed, and my blood is drink indeed: it is the 
Lord himself, who said, he that eateth me, the 

same also shall live by me. (John vi,) And shall 

there be one amongst you, who will prefer to be 
an alien — a stranger in the midst of his bre- 
thren, rather than put on the wedding garment, 
by a reform of life, and sincere repentance for 
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his past errors ; and prefer the husks of swine, 
before the sweets of his Father’s table ? 

The privilege of partaking of this Passover, 
has always been the privilege of the members of 
the true Church : it has always been the birth- 
right, as it were, of the children of the Catholic 
Church. By this they have been distinguished, 
and separated from the children of error in every 
age, from the time of Moses. Strangers, as is re- 
corded in the book of Exodus, were not allowed 
to partake of it, until they were associated to 
those, who were then the people of God, by 
circumcision. The ten tribes, who separated 
themselves from the Church of Jerusalem, and 
fell from the true faith, did not partake of it. 

• In the new law, they, who have separated 

themselves from the universal Church, do not 
partake of it as the true children of the pro- 
mise : and in these latter times, it may be said 
that the disciples of the innumerable sects, 
which a pretended reformation has produced, 
do not partake of it at all ; for one of their chief 
errors is a denial of the real presence in the 
holy sacrament, and consequently a denial of 
a Christian Passover. 

Truly, my brethren, the worthy partaking of 
this holy Pasch, has always been the exclusive 
privilege of the members of the true Church — 
of the Jews, in figure, under the old law, and 
of the members of the Catholic Church, in sub- 
stance, under the new. How happy, then, 
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ought you to account yourselves, who are mem- 
bers of this Church, in the enjoyment of this 
inestimable treasure! How many thousands 
are there, now separated from the centre of 
Catholic unity, through the fault of their fore- 
fathers, who would run to the sacred table, with 
hearts overflowing with love and gratitude, were 
their prejudices removed, and their eyes opened 
to behold the light of truth, in the same manner 
as yours are! How would they rejoice to see 
your day ! 

During the space of more than three thou- 
sand years, the Pasch has been eaten by the 
faithful at this time. Do you, my brethren, 
join yourselves to the people of God, and sit 
down to his table with a holy hunger and thirst 
after this spiritual food. You stand in need of 
refreshment : for you have yet a great way to 
go, before you arrive at the land of promise. 
Perhaps you are not yet liberated from the 
bondage of Egypt — the slavery of sin : — at all 
events, you are pursued by your mortal enemy, 
the prince of darkness, and are in danger of 
falling into his hands. It is the flesh and blood 
of the Lamb, that is to protect you from danger, 
and effect your deliverance. Have recourse to 
it, therefore, with confldence and joy. 

You are journeying through the desert of this 
world, where you have numberless difficulties 
and obstacles to surmount, numberless trials 
and afflictions to endure, numberless snares 
and precipices to avoid. The flesh of the Lamb, 
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your Passover, is to strengthen you, to en- 
counter and overcome them all. Hasten, there- 
fore, to the banquet, with gratitude and love. 

You are desirous of arriving at the land of 
promise — the heavenly Jerusalem. The body 
and blood of the Lamb is to conduct you to it. 
Let no consideration, therefore, keep you from 
the sacred table. As you value your salvation, 
be earnest, be zealous, be attentive in the ob- 
servance of these holy rites. What greater 
blessing could you wish for? What greater 
happiness could you enjoy ? What more could 
the Almighty do for you than what he has 
done 1 He gives you bread from heaven; and 
this bread is his flesh for the life of the world , 
of which whoever eats, shall live etemdUy. He 
stretches out his hand to you, and says: take 
ye and eat, for this is my body: take ye and drink , 

for this is my blood. Oh ! my brethren, into 

what excellent pastures has he brought us ! 

Prepare yourselves, therefore, for the cele- 
bration of these holy mysteries. Tell ye the 
daughter of Sion, behold thy King cometh. Yes: 
your King, even the King of kings, is coming 
to you. Run forward to meet him. Welcome 
his arrival. Salute him in the words of the 
Hebrews : Hosanna to the Son of David: blessed 
is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

The Church, on this day, puts palm branches 
into your hands, to remind you of the palms 
which the Hebrews strewed before our Lord, on 
his entrance into Jerusalem, which was on this 



Digitized by v^ooQle 




PALM SUNDAY. 



327 



day. Receive them with reverence, and as 
pledges, on your part, of your determination to 
go forth, and meet your Jesus at this time, and 

to welcome him into your souls. Oh ! at the 

conclusion of this season, how different will be 
the feelings of the pious Christian, who has 
prepared himself for the coming of his Lord, 
and received him with due dispositions, from 
the feelings of those, who are wedded to the 
world, — who have preferred the flesh-pots of 
Egypt, before the sweetmeats of his table, — 
who have renounced their birth-right, and have 
refused to partake of the Passover ; and by so 
doing, have exposed themselves to the dreadful 
sentence of exclusion from the pale of the 
Church, and to the danger of an eternal sepa- 
ration from the society of the faithful in the 
bosom of the Divinity. — Oh! may none of you, 
my brethren, experience the feelings of uneasi- 
ness, anxiety, and remorse, which are the off- 
spring of this tepidity and neglect. On the 
contrary, may the pastures, which the good 
shepherd has provided, be your pastures. May 
you be united to your Jesus, here on earth; and 
may you, by a due correspondence with the 
graces, which such an union will procure for 
you, be made worthy to be united with him 
hereafter, in the pastures of eternal bliss, in 
the heavenly Jerusalem, 
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GOOD FRIDAY. 

ON KISSING THE CROSS. 



O n this day is performed 
the ceremony of kneeling before the crucifix, 
and kissing it. To Catholics, instructions on 
this subject are not necessary. They know the 
meaning of it, and the spirit with which it 

ought to be performed. But, our places of 

worship are public, and curiosity draws many 
of our separated brethren to inspect our cere- 
monies. To these, an explanation will be 
necessary. For, as they have no other know- 
ledge of the principles of our faith, than what 
they have derived from prejudice and falsehood, 
this ceremony will contribute to confirm their 
erroneous ideas, unless a full and candid expla- 
nation be given of the motives why it is per- 
formed. For them, therefore, the following re- 
marks are intended : and as charity obliges us 
to presume that truth will be more agreeable to 
them than falsehood, I hope that they will 
attend to the following explanation, impartially 
and without prejudice, and form a decision up- 
on it, in their own minds, according to the 
strict rules of candour and sincerity. 
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The innocency or criminality 1 of the religious 
ceremonies, which are observed by those of a 
different communion, with whose doctrines you 
are not perfectly acquainted, is to be ascer- 
tained not from what appears externally, but 
from the interior dispositions of the heart. 
Thus, the act of kneeling and kissing a cruci- 
fix, although it may appear externally as an 
act of adoration, is not in reality such, unless 
the inward disposition of the heart leads the 
person to adore the object before him, as a fit 
object of adoration. If there be not this inward 
disposition of the heart, a person may kneel 
before, and kiss any thing that he pleases, and 
no adoration whatever, such at least as ought 
to be paid to God, can with justice be attributed 
to him. External actions, such as bowing, 
kneeling, or kissing, are not of themselves acts 
of adoration : they are testimonies only of re- 
spect and love. An inferior bows to his supe- 
rior, but he does not adore him. A child 
kneels before his parent to ask his blessing, 
and by this act testifies his respect : a child 
kisses its parent, and thus testifies its love. 
These external actions, therefore, of themselves 
are innocent. 

But, are they, or can they be innocent, when 
the object before us is an inanimate object, a 
mere representation of the real object of otfr 
esteem, respect, veneration, or adoration ? Cer- 
tainly they may ; and innumerable circumstan- 
ces from common life, prove that they may. The 
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peers of the realm bow to the throne in the 
House of Lords, although the king be not 
seated in it : and by that act, they merely show 
their respect and submission to the sovereign. 

A mother, who has been long, or is for 

ever, in this world, separated from a darling 
child, may, without crime, embrace its picture, 
or any thing that reminded her of it, — may 
weep over it, — kiss it, — and keep it with the 
greatest care. These would be the actions of a 
tender mother : and we should admire her love. 
We should say, that she proved herself, accord-; 

ing to nature, a mother indeed. There are 

enthusiastic admirers of the great men of the 
world, — of men, who are mortal beings like 
themselves, who in their enthusiasm would 
not hesitate to kneel down before their statue 
or picture, merely because they had made 
themselves eminent by their victories, their po- 
litical talents, or because they were pursuing 
an object, which their admirers eagerly wish 
to be accomplished, and would themselves ac- 
complish, had they abilities and power. And 
what would this prove? not that they consi- 
dered that the picture or statue was the real 
man : but that they were enthusiastic admirers - 
of the man himself. 

The same may be done by Christians. They 
may testify their respectful submission to their 
supreme Lord, by bowing, as it were, to his 
throne : they may, as the Royal Prophet ex- 
presses it, enter into hie tabernacle , and adore t» 
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the place where his feet have stood; (Ps. cxxxi.) 
and yet be guilty of no act of idolatry. 

Christians may likewise very innocently 
weep over, embrace, and kiss the image or pic- 
ture of him whom they love. In fact, with 
what reason can any one attribute guilt to the 
pious Christian, who expresses his affection by 
those outward testimonies, for the God who 
made him, for the God who redeemed him, for 
the God, who is his first beginning and last 
end — for the God, who is much more to him 
than a child to its parent, or a parent to its 
child ? He knows what it is that is placed be* 
fore his eyes : he knows that it has neither life 
nor sense : that it is composed of earthly sub- 
stance; that it is the work of man’s hands ; and 
that it can neither see, nor hear, nor help him. 
But it reminds him of his Beloved : it is his pic- 
ture or image : it reminds him of the sufferings 
he endured for him on the cross : it reminds him 
of his infinite love for lost man. And with 
these sentiments in our minds, may we not 
kiss, may we not weep over the representation 
of our suffering Jesus, in as innocent a manner, 
as a parent over the picture of a darling child? 

But, Protestants will say, why bow down, or 
kneel before such inanimate things ? is not this 
an act of adoration? No, certainly: unless a 
person does it with the intention of adoration. 
As the person who, out of respect and admira- 
tion, kneels before the statue of his beloved 
hero, without any charge of idolatry, so like- 
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wise may the Christian bow, and kneel before 
the image or statue of the object of his admira- 
tion, without any charge of the kind being 
brought against him. The object of his admi- 
ration is a God-man, the conqueror of sin and 
death, — the author of his faith, and the finisher 
of his hope,— the King of kings, and the Lord 
of lords. And may not he express his venera- 
tion for so sublime an object, in the same man- 
ner as one worldly man will do for another? The 
worldling, in admiring his hero, and reveren- 
cing his statue or picture, acts according to his 
political principles. The Christian acts ac- 
cording to the principles of a Christian : and as 
those principles are such, which every human 
being ought to maintain, his actions are praise- 
worthy, and right. But why express our ad- 

miration by kneeling before such images ? In 
the first place, the act of kneeling is not out of 
respect to the inanimate object before us, but to 
the great Being, whom it is intended to repre- 
sent. In the second place, as that great Being 
is so infinitely superior to us, too great respect 
cannot be shown to him, nor to any thing that 

recalls him to our mind. But, what authority 

have we for such external reverence to inani- 
jnate things? The authority of the great Apos- 
tle of the Gentiles, St. Paul : -at the name of 
Jesus, he says, (Phil, ii.) every knee shall 
bow, of those who are in heaven, on earth, and 
under the earth. If then, at the name of Jesus, 
which is a mere spund, every creature is com- 
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manded to bow the knee, merely because it 
conveys to our minds, the idea of our Lord and 
Saviour, with greater reason may the same re- 
verence be paid to representations, which con- 
vey that idea in a stronger light. Oh! happy 

would it be for this nation, were the spirit of 
censure, of opposition, and of prejudice ba- 
nished from the land. All these observances 
would then be seen in their true light : and all 
people would acknowledge that this embracing 
and kneeling were nothing more than expres- 
sions of the internal sentiments which the heart 
entertained for him, whom alone we adore. All 
people would acknowledge that, to treat with 
disrespect and contempt either the name of 
God, or the image which represented to us his 
infinite goodness and love, would be an act of 
disrespect, and contempt shown to God himself; 
and all people would acknowledge that, to re- 
spect either the name of God, or the image of 
his sufferings, is, in fact, a testimony of respect 
shown to God himself, and an act of true piety 
and religion. 

You, therefore, of my present auditory, who 
acknowledge the reasonableness of this cere- 
mony, prepare to perform it with due respect 
and love. Be not ashamed of the cross of 
Christ. Let not the sneers of the ignorant, nor 
the scoffs of the unwise, have any weight with 
you. Your religion is your glory and your hap- 
piness, and shall the prejudices and misunder- 
standings of others cause you to turn away from 
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it ? Although there may be some who will not 
listen to explanations, sound reasoning, or 
even to common sense, — although' there may be 
some who are resolved to believe that a thing is 
wrong, merely because they have always sup- 
posed that it was so, do you leave them to theif 
conceits, and attend to your own concerns. 
You will not be answerable for their errors, or 
for their prejudices. Come, then, my bre- 

thren, open your hearts to the fondest senti- 
ments of love. Raise up your thoughts to the 
God who made you. Reflect on the infinite 
excess of his love for lost man. This was the 
day of his sufferings and death. This was the 
day of his triumph over sin mid hell. This 
was the day of your redemption. Meditate on 
the excruciating tortures which he endured for 
you on the cross. Imagine to yourselves, that 
you behold the streams of blood flowing from 
his wounds. Enter into his heart, and con- 
template in spirit the love which bums there 
for you. The image of the crucifix reminds 
you of these things. Embrace it then with 
respect and love : — embrace it, because it is 
the representation of your Jesus suffering and 
dying for you : — embrace it with a truly Christi- 
an spirit. 

Although it may be said, that this ceremony 
is not imposed as a duty ; yet to refuse to per- 
form it, argues either a spirit of concealed pride, 
or a want of true piety. To refuse to perform 
it, through fear of what others may say, or be- 
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cause there were people present, who are dis- 
posed to blaspheme what they do not, and will 
not understand, and who, in the literal sense, 
may be called enemies of the cross of Christ, 
would be an acknowledgment that you were 
ashamed of the observances of your religion. 

To refuse to perform it, because you did 

not feel any relish for it, would be an acknow- 
ledgment that you were deficient in gratitude 
and love. And to refuse to perform it, be- 

cause you did not approve of it, would be pass- 
ing a censure upon the whole Christian Church, 
and proudly setting up your opinion against 
the most eminent, the most learned, the most 

pious men, that Christianity has produced. 

But, I trust that there are none of this descrip- 
tion amongst you. Be animated, therefore, with 
loVe, and accompany me with fervour and devo- 
tion through this interesting and solemn ser- 
vice : and may you be made partakers of the 
blessings, which your Saviour purchased for you 
on the cross. 



L. D. S. 
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Jesus laid : It is consummated. And bowing down his head, 
he gave up the ghost John xix. 30 . 



These, my brethren, 
were the last words of our expiring Lord : It it 
consummated: and bowing down his head, in 
submission to the will of his Father, hegaye up 

the ghost. Oh ! what a field, my brethren, 

is here opened to us for reflection ! Who is 

this Jesus ? What is the meaning of this his 
last declaration ? Why is . he reduced to this 
state ? This Jesus is the eternal Son of the 
living God, made man for the love of us, and to 
save us from the never-ending torments of the 
bottomless abyss. His words declare that he 
humbled himself to the death of the cross for 
our sins ; that no less a sacrifice was necessary 
in order to satisfy the injured justice of his Fa- 
ther ; and that now the great work of our re- 
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demption is consummated. Oh ! here are 

copious subjects for our meditation I here are 
more than sufficient motives to excite in our 
minds the most lively sentiments both of joy 
and sorrow. 

You are now assembled together, my bre- 
thren, for the purpose of commemorating the 
passion and death of your Redeemer. You are 
assembled for the express purpose of testifying 
your gratitude to your agonizing Jesus, of ex- 
pressing your sorrow for the share which your 
sins had in this mournful tragedy, and of giv- 
ing security for your fidelity to the commands of 
God for the time to come. 

These are the objects of this solemn comme- 
moration, which has been enjoined to be ob- 
served on this day, as an eternal remembrance 
of the love of our Lord and Saviour towards sin- 
ful man : and these are the motives, which have 
caused you to assemble together in this place. 
Meditate on them, and infix them deeply in 
your souls ; praying fervently that the im- 
pression may not be of short duration, but per- 
manent — permanent even to the last moment of 
your lives. 

The Jesus, who suffered for you on this day, 
is your Lord and your God. He is the second 
Person of the adorable Trinity, — the Word, by 
whom all, things were made, and who himself 
was made flesh, and dwelt amongst us. The Je- 
sus, who, on this day, was crucified,, is the only 
begotten Son of the Father, the eternal, the 
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omnipotent, the incomprehensible God of hea- 
ven and earth ; before whom the whole host of 
heavenly spirits, the most potent angels and 
archangels, cherubin and seraphim, fall down 
on their faces : — before whom the mountains 
melt away as wax, and the pillars of heaven 
are shaken. This Jesus is he, who, although 
he appeared amongst men as a man of sorrows, 
and acquainted with infirmity, will come at the 
last day, accompanied with many legions of 
angels, to render to every man according to his 
works : — it is he, who will summon you, every 
individual amongst you, to appear before him, 
and will pronounce over you the awful sentence 
either of salvation, or of eternal reprobation : — 
in a word, it is he, on whose love or hatred de- 
pends your all for a never-ending eternity. 

What a spectacle, to behold the Author of 
nature, the King of kings, and Lord of lords, 
reduced to this state of humiliation and torture ! 
If we have any spiritual feelings remaining in 
us, What an affecting spectacle, to behold our 
Friend, our Benefactor, our Father, our Savi- 
our, our God, and our Judge, expiring in the 
midst of torments the most excruciating, and 

giving up the ghost ! The spectacle is truly 

awful. It made an impression even on inani- 
mate nature, — the sun became darkened, — the 
moon red as blood, — the earth itself trembled. 
And shall it be said, that rational man alone 
can view these things, and be unmoved ? 

It is not my intention to enumerate the mul- 
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titude and variety of the sufferings of this God* 
man for your salvation. I shall not make it my 
object, on this occasion, to rouse your feelings, 
and excite your sympathising tears, by de- 
scribing his agonizing pains. I have another 
object in view — an object of higher importance; 
— the same object which your Lord, had in 
view, when he humbled himself to the death of 
the cross. — It is, to call your attention to the 
causes of these his humiliations, and induce 
you to fix your thoughts, not so much on him, as 
on yourselves. 

Why did your Saviour suffer ? It was for 
you. It was on your account that he sweat 
blood, that he was despised, and reviled, and 
scourged, and crowned with thorns, and nailed 
to the cross. It was for you that he sighed, and 
wept, and bled, and gave up the ghost. This 
was love indeed. Greater love than this no man 
hath, that a man lay down his life for his friends. 
(John xv.) Nevertheless, your Lord and your 
God was led to the slaughter like a lamb, for 
your sakes, without opening his mouth. (Isa 4 , 
liii.) But why testify his love for you by suf- 
fering and dying? Because you were under 
sentence of death on account of your sins, and 
no other but the God-man could reverse that 
sentence, by bearing himSelf your iniquities on 

the cross. How enormous, therefore, must 

be the guilt of sin, which could not be expiat- 
ed by the love of a God, unless accompanied 
with such excessive sufferings ! O let it be the 
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subject of your pious thoughts, my brethren, 
every day, and every hour of your lives. Fre- 
quently run to the cross, and contemplate the 
handy- work of your sins. Look upon the face 
of your crucified Christ, and say : “ These are 
the effects of my pride, my voluptuousness, my 
tepidity, and my sloth : these are the effects of 
my hatreds, animosities, and slanders : these 
are the effects of my multiplied crimes and 
enormities. 

My brethren, were any of us called to the 
bedside of a friend, who was labouring under 
the most excruciating tortures, who was weep- 
ing, groaning, and dying, and who was reduc- 
ed to that state merely by his endeavours to 
iave us from ruin, what would be our feelings ?• 
And, did we know at the same time, that it 
was owing to our thoughtless neglect, or crimi- 
nal depravity, that these sufferings were brought 
upon him, would it not be almost more than hu- 
man nature could endure? Ah ! we have all of us 
hearts of flesh t we are all susceptible of the finer 
feelings of compassion, however hardened we 
may be in other respects. If, then, we could not 
endure, without feeling, the sight of a fellow- 
creature struggling in the pangs of death on our 
account, what ought to be our sensations, our 
feelings, when we behold our only friend, our 
Only parent, otfr Lord and our God, in the ex- 
tremity of torture ? What ought to be our feel- 
ings at the sight of the drops of' blood, which 
jfcjmied fVom every pore of his body, through 
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excess of solicitude and love for us ! — at the 
sight of his innocent flesh torn with whips and 
scourges ? — at the sight of his adorable head 
crowned with a wreath of sharp thorns, whose 
points are piercing deep on every side? — at the 
sight of his more than angelic countenance* 
disfigured with blows and buffets, and defiled 
with disgusting phlegm ? — at the sight of his 
hands and feet, bored with nails, and fastened 
to the cross ?-r-at the sight of his whole body; 
disjointed in every part, and hanging extended 
in the air, supported only by the nails, which 
confine it to the hard bed, on which he is offer-* 
ing himself up as a victim for our sins ? Oh 1 
what ought to he our feelings at such a sight 1 
Nevertheless, this is the. sight, which you are 
assembled together on this day to witness, not 
indeed in the bloody manner, in which it was 
once endured, but to witness with the eyes, of 
faith, as if it was actually present before yon. ■ 

Oh ! my brethren, give full scope to your 
feelings ; but let it not be the mere feelings of 
compassion, let it be the feelings of love,, the 
feelings of sincere sorrow for your offences* 
which have been the cause of these his suffer- 
ings, the feelings of sincere repentance, and 
hatred of sin. These are the feelings, which I 
exhort you to encourage : the feelings, of com- 
passion will profit you little, without the feel* 
ings of repentance. 

It is true, your Saviour does not actually suf- 
fer at this time. His sufferings, are at an end, 
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and he has entered into his glory- He will not 
suffer, or die any more. But you have not less 
reason, on that account, to indulge the feelings 
of sorrow for your sins, and of love for his infi- 
nite goodness. The words, which he addressed 
to the pious women, as he was proceeding to 
the place, bleeding under the heavy load of the 
cross, are particularly applicable to you, and 
will be particularly applicable to every sinner 
till the end of time : — they are words, which are 
of more serious importance to you, in a practi- 
cal point of view, than all the rest of this tragi- 
cal scene. Daughters of Jerusalem , said he, 
weep not over me, but weep for yourselves, and for 
your children. For behold the days shall come, 
wherein they will say : Blessed are the barren, and 
the wombs that have not borne, and the paps that 
have not given suck. Then shall they begin to say 
to the mountains. Fall upon us : and to the hills. 
Cover us. For if in the green wood they do these 

things, what shall be done in the dry ? As 

much as to say : “ Weep not on account of my 
sufferings : but weep for your own sins, and for 
the sins which, through your example or negli- 
gence, your children may commit, and for 
which you will be accountable. For the judg- 
ments, which you see falling upon me, are not 
to be compared with the judgments which shall, 
ere long, fall upon the children of men. I am 
innocence itself : I am like green wood, unfit 
material for a fire. Men are sinners. The 
wrath of God is enkindled against them : it 
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•will quickly seize on the dry wood, hay, and 
stubble, which they have gathered together, 
and terrible will be the conflagration. If in the 
green wood they do these things , what shall be 

done in the dry ?" (Luke xxiii.) Truly, my 

brethren, these words deserve your most serious 
consideration. You, who go on, adding daily 
sin to sin : — you, who are continually encreasing 
the treasure of wrath against the day of wrath, 
never repenting as you ought to do, and never 
amending, what prospect have you before 
your eyes ? Is it possible that you can delude 
yourselves with the idea of escaping the judg- 
ments of the Almighty ? Can you imagine that 
the sufferings of the innocent will exempt the 
guilty from sufferings ? or that, on account of 
the green wood burning with such fury, the dry 
wood may expect to pass through the crucible 
without any combustion at all ? Alas ? vain are 
such delusions. For, if the vengeance of God 
burst with such fury on the head of Him, who 
was his beloved Son, and in whom he was al- 
ways well pleased, it will burst with ten-fold 
vengeance on you, unless averted by the sor- 
rows of sincere repentance, and the fervour of 
sincere amendment. It will burst with ten-fold 
vengeance on your children, unless they walk in 
the paths of virtue. 

You know not what is hanging over your 
heads. The pious women, amongst whom was 
our Blessed Lady herself, and of the others, 
there were some whose children were of the 
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number of the apostles and disciples, were admo- 
nished to weep for themselves, and for their chil- 
dren, and were compared, notwithstanding their 
piety, to dry wood ready for the fire. If such an 
admonition and declaration were applicable to 
them, what threats are applicable to you ? What 
have you to expect? 1 reckon myself along with 
you: what have we to expect ? Can we reasona- 
bly look for mercy and forgiveness, without con- 
dign works of repentance ? We are conscious of 
many sins, and perhaps sins of great enormity ' 
Oven the most perfect amongst us know not 
whether we are worthy of love or hatred : and 
eon we expect that all our rebellions will be 
consigned to oblivion, and that the fire will 
never reach us ? Had we inflicted on our guilty 
flesh such punishment as it deserved, by vo- 
luntary works of mortification : had we cruci- 
fied it, as we ought to have done, with its vices 
and concupiscences, and made full satisfaction 
to the justice of God, we might have entertain- 
ed a reasonable hope that we should have 
escaped. But who can flatter himself that he 
has done all that ought to be done? Who can 
flatter himself that he has done one half of 
what is, and will be required of him ? Who 
can flatter himself that he has not been adding 
to, instead of diminishing, the treasure of wrath 
that was against him ? Let us not deceive our- 
selves in a business of this importance : too 
much depends upon it. Let us remember, that 
we are not exempted from suffering, merely 
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because Christ has suffered for us. He suf: 
fered, leaving us an example, that we should 
walk in his footsteps he suffered, for the 
purpose of encouraging us to suffer : — he suf- 
fered, for the purpose of stamping a value on 
our sufferings, and of rendering them capa- 
ble of atoning to the justice of his Father, in- 
jured by our sins : — he suffered for us, in order 
that we, by suffering with him, might be found 
worthy to rise with him. 

Let us not, therefore, deceive ourselves, my 
brethren. We are like dry wood, fit materials 
for the wrath of God. We deserve severe pu- 
nishment: and severe punishment we must 
have, in proportion to our guilt, either in this 
world, or in the next. There is no exception of 
persons with God. Justice must, and will be 
done, either here or hereafter. Penance must 
be done, and satisfaction made, or judgment 
without mercy will take place, 

. Oh! think of this, you who run thoughtlessly 
into the excesses of drunkenness or lust,— you, 
who make little account of swearing, cursing, 
pr defaming your neighbour, — you, who without 
scruple incur the guilt of lies, dishonesty, or 
oppression, — you, who think of making no 
other atonement for the transgressions of which 
you have been guilty, but that of a few prayers, 
and a superficial acknowledgment of your 
crimes : — think of this, I say, and consider that 
a severe debt of atonement must be paid . for 
every one of these your crimes ; — and that, if 
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it be not paid voluntarily in this world, it will 
be exacted with double severity in the next 
world, even to the last farthing. The justice of 
God is not to be mocked : it will have satisfac- 
tion. Your pleasure in the commission of sin 
was momentary, and for that reason, more in- 
excusable, because it was giving the preference 
to a momentary gratification before the love 
and friendship of God, which is eternal. Rea- 
son was given to you, for the purpose of dis- 
cerning what was good for you in reality, and 
what was good only in appearance : and if you 
do not make use of that reason, and follow its 
directions in preferring that which is eternal, 
before that which is only for a time, the justice 
of God is entitled to inflict upon you long suf- 
ferings in this world, and, unless you enter 
into sincere sentiments of repentance, eternal 
punishments in the next. Let these words, 
therefore, sink deep into your minds, and fre- 
quently meditate upon them, if in the green 
wood they do these things, what shall be done in 
the dry ? 

These, undoubtedly, are serious subjects for 
your consideration : but they are not devoid of 
consolation. Now that your Saviour has suf- 
fered for you, you are assured that your suffer- 
ings will be available to salvation, if you endure 
them with Christian patience. You know that 
every self-denial, every act of submission to 
insult or contradiction, every pang either of 
body or mind patiently endured for the love of 
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God, will be sanctified by the blood of your 
Redeemer, and made acceptable in his sight. 

Had he not shed his blood for you, you would 
have been without hope. You never could have 
done any thing that would have been meritori- 
ous before him. You would have suffered here 
the usual sufferings of mankind; and you 
would inevitably have suffered hereafter for all 

eternity. Nothing could have saved you. ■ 

But, now that your Blessed Lord has suffered 
the torments of his passion, now that he has 
purchased the means of your ransom at the 
price of his precious blood, you have the as- 
surance, that, if you enter seriously into the 
ways of repentance, if you submit voluntarily 
and patiently to the crosses, which he may be 
pleased to lay on your shoulders, and if you 
voluntarily chastise yourselves and reduce your 
bodies into subjection, you have the assurance, 
I say, that all will find acceptance with God, 
through the merits of your Saviour’s sufferings, 
and purchase for you an eternal weight of 
glory. Rejoice then, my Christian brethren : I 
say to you again with St. Paul, ryoice. (Gal. iv.) 
Although you are here assembled to commemo- 
rate the most mournful event that ever took 
place from the beginning of the world, I say, 
exult and be glad. Your Saviour has suffered, 
and has entered into his glory. He cannot die , or 
suffer any more. It is now consummated. All is 
done for you, that is necessary to be done on 
the part of your Lord and Savipur, in order to 

y y 2 
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open to you a free admission into the mansions 
of eternal bliss. Nothing is wanting but a due 
correspondence on your parts. Although you 
may have contracted debts to an immense 
amount, although you may have run on, year 
after year, in the career of vice, and heaped up 
to yourselves treasures of wrath, yet every 
thing is consummated on the part of God that 
is required to avert the anger of his indignation, 
and to effect your reconciliation with him. All 
that is wanting is true, and sincere repentance 
on yOur parts, and a thorough amendment of 
life fOr the time to come. 

Look up, therefore, to your God. Look up 
to your Lord and Saviour hanging on the cross, 
and expiring under the weight of your iniqui- 
ties. Look up, and behold the excess of hiis 
love — the enormity of your sins — the value of 
your ransom — and the price of your salvation'. 
Although the breath of an angry God may 
enkindle in you the fire of his vengeance, be 
not* alarmed. Your sufferings will be only for 
a time : and these sufferings will be available 
to your eternal happiness through the suffer- 
ings of your Saviour. Be not afraid of suffer- 
ing too much. Your deserts are infinitely 
greater than your punishment will be. The 
flames of hell are yOur » due : and what are 
temporary punishments when compared with 
these ? 

Offer your shoulders, therefore, freely and 
sincerely to the cross of Christ. Accept, with 
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meekness and submission, the sufferings, which 
he is pleased to impose on you, whether they 
arise from pains of body or decay of health,— 
whether from adversity, or loss of property,^* 
whether from contradictions, affronts, ill-treat- 
ment, defamation, calumny, or the like, — in a 
word, submit to all trials, of whatever kind 
they may be ; recollecting that your Saviour 
suffered for you a great deal more’ leaving yoii 
an example, that you should walk in his foot- 
steps. 

Be not disheartened if tribulations press 
heavy upon you. Recollect that nothing befals 
you but by the pleasure or permission of God: 
and that, if he chastise you severely, he never- 
theless chastises as a tender Father; he chas- 
tises, because his infinite justice (an attribute 
as essential to him as his infinite mafcy) re- 
quires it for your welfare, Submit, there- 

fore, willingly and cheerfully, to the cross which 
is allotted for you. Look up to your agonizing 
Lord, and suffer with resignation and thanks- 
giving. Be glad and rejoice that he is ready to 
accept of your poor offering, and that by present 
sufferings you may escape the eternal torments,, 
which your sins have deserved. Enter into the 
most sincere sentiments of repentance. Cor- 
rect all your failings. Crucify your flesh with 
its vices and concupiscences. Be sincere lovers 

of God, and followers of every virtue. Then, 

although your sins may have excited the wrath 
of his indignation, you will avert his judgments, 
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and obtain a blessing', instead of a curse. 

Then, in the same manner as he said on the 
cross : it is consummated: namely, that all was 
done, which was necessary to be done on his 
part, for the salvation of your souls, he will 
say, that all is done, which is necessary to be 
done on your parts ; and that the possession of 
the crown, which he has purchased for you by 
his precious blood, shall be your inheritance for 
endless ages. 
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ON THE NEWNESS OF LIFE, 



Purge out the old leaven, that you may he a new paste, as you tore 
unleavened . For Christ , our Pasch, is sacrificed. 1 Cor. r. 7. 



These are words, my 
brethren, which, with the apostle, I address to 
you on this joyful solemnity. Purge out the 
old leaven , that you may become a new paste, as you 
are unleavened. Banish far from you the old 
leaven of concupiscence. Banish far from you 
that triple concupiscence, which St. Paul calls, 
the concupiscence of the flesh, the concupiscence of 
the eyes, and the pride of life. Divest yourselves 
of the corruption of depraved nature. Become 
new men : for Christ , your Pasch, is sacrificed. 

The whole of this sentence of the apostle is 
a beautiful and expressive similitude. The 
whole race of mankind, by the sin of our first 
parents, and by the transgressions of their de- 
scendants had been vitiated, like flour which 
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had been caused to ferment by noxious leaven. 
The means of removing this noxious leaven are 
prepared for us by the sacrifice of Christ, our 
Saviour. By his death on. the cross, he has 
purchased our redemption. He has blotted out 
the hand-writing that was against us. (Col. ii.) 
He has put it into our power to effect our recon- 
ciliation with our offended God, and to live 
henceforward in a manner that will ensure to 
us the possession of that eternal kingdom, from 
which we had been secluded by the sin of our 
first parents. 

A concurrence, therefore, with the grace and 
blessings of God, is required on our parts. All 
is not done, which is required to be done for 
our salvation, merely because Christ, our Pasch, 
ia.saQxificed. This is pointed out to us in the 
words, of. my text.. Purge out. the old leaven, 
saya St.PauL He. does not say that the old 
leaven is purged out. ; . but he exhorts us to cor- 
respond with the means provided, by. the sacri- 
fice of .our Pasch, to purge it ,out by a perfect 
renovation of life, by sincere repentance for the 
past, .jand by the pursuance of good ^roiks for 
the. time to. come. .I wiljl addrpss a few words 
of consolation, .in. this discourse, to those who 
have been labouring in this. great and glorious 
cause, during the late, penitential season. How 
many there may be of this description, I know 
not. . This I . may say, that there are not so 
many as .my solicitude for the salvation of 
every individual amongst you, prompts me to 
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desire. In the second place, I will suggest a 

few reflections of the most serious importance 
to those, and I hope the number is small, who 
have suffered this . time to pass over, without 
making one single effort, either to extricate 
themselves from the slavery of their evil pro- 
pensities, or to satisfy the justice of God for 
their past sins. 

On this joyful day — on this, the greatest so- 
lemnity of the year, I hope I may indulge the 
pleasing idea, that I am addressing myself to 
an assembly, the great majority of which is 
prepared to celebrate it with the same spiritual 
gladness, and to sound forth the same heartfelt 
canticles and alleluias of praise and adoration, 

as were the Christians of the first ages. On 

this supposition, I say, rejoice and be glad. 
Fold up the weeds of penitential attire, and 
clothe yourselves with the robes of joy and fes- 
tivity ; for Christ , your Pasch, is sacrificed. The 
storms and the winds are passed. The sun is 
risen. The clouds are dispersed. The billows 
are subsided : arise and come. Come and join 
in the canticles of spiritual mirth, which, at 
this time, are sounded forth by the true sons of 
God, in every nation of the universe. Let no 
earthly motives, no sensual considerations, find 
place in your minds. Rejoice not on account 
of flesh and blood. Exult not, because the 
flesh-pots of Egypt will be again laid before 
you. Let your joy be spiritual ; let it be pure ; 
let it be unmixed with any base alloy — with 
VOL. i z z 
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any thing that is not worthy of the true and 
faithful follower of the crucified Jesus. 

Christ , your Pasch, is sacrificed. Your re- 
demption is completed. The gates of the eter- 
nal Sion are thrown open before you. These 
are the only subjects worthy of your joy. These 
are the sublime objects, which ought to fill your 
souls with festivity and gladness. These ought 
to call forth the canticles of gratitude and love, 
and overwhelm your souls with the purest spi- 
ritual delights. Christ , your Pasch, is sacri- 
ficed . — Christians as you are, the things which 
appertain to Christ, are your crown and your 
glory. He has suffered for your sins : you 
have suffered with him. He has shed his blood 
for you: you have wept over him : you have 
lamented the share which your sins had in 
crucifying him : you have entered into sincere 
sentiments of sorrow for them : you have re- 
nounced them for ever. He is now risen again, 
glorious, and triumphant, and immortal. He 
has effected your redemption. He has pre- 
sented your tears of repentance to his eternal 
Father. He has sanctified your sufferings. He 
has effected your reconciliation with your of- 
fended God. He has admitted you into the 
number of his brethren ; and has enrolled your 
names in the book of life, as co-heirs with him 
in the inheritance of all the riches and treasures 
of his eternal kingdom. 

Rejoice then, I say : again, I say, rejoice. 
Look up to the heavens, and behold the Crown 
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of never fading glory, which is prepared for 
you. Penetrate, likewise, with the eyes of faith, 
the unfathomable abyss, and behold the rage, 
the envy, the disappointed madness of your 
infernal enemies, on your being chosen to fill 
the seats in the eternal Sion, which they have 
forfeited. But, above all, look up to your De- 
liverer — your Saviour. Look up to him with 
gratitude and love. Look up to him as the 
head of that mystical body, of which you are 
members. Reflect on the dignity to which you 
are raised; and be prepared to sacrifice health, 
wealth, and even the whole world itself, were it 
at your disposal, rather than fall away from the 
high station to which you are exalted. 

Christ, your Pasch , is sacrificed. Oh! my 
brethren, what have you to do with this wretch" 
ed world! or why should you be over solicitous 
about it! Another world is opened before you, 
where happiness is permanent, and where joy 
is eternal. There let your hearts be fixed. 
There let your affections be centered. Although, 
perhaps, your pilgrimage may be prolonged for 
a few years; although you may meet with 
many thorns and briars in the road; although 
you may be exposed to many difficulties and 
much labours, have your eyes fixed on Jesus, 
He has trod the path before you. He has 
traced the way with his precious blood. He 
has suffered for you, leaving you an example 
that you should walk in his footsteps. Al- 

though temptations may assail you ; — although 
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the enemies of your souls, the devil, the world, 
and the flesh, may gather round you, and threat- 
en to drag you out of the road, in order to hurry 
you down the precipice of sin and perdition : 
be not afraid. Your Jesus will be with you. 
He will strengthen you with his grace, and will 
give you the victory over them all. Persevere 
in your resolutions. Continue to encrease in 
the love of God : continue to advance in the 
waya of goodness and piety : and you may con- 
fidently rely upon the assurance of the Spirit of 
truth, that, if you suffer with Christ, you will 
hereafter reign with him in glory. 

But, my brethren, are these consoling reflec- 
tions applicable to all? May we entertain the 
hope that every one here present has accompa- 
nied his Lord and Master in the hard ways of 
the cross ? has done penance for his sins ? and 
is now risen to a life of holiness and justice ? 
Alas! there is too much reason to fear, that 
there are numbers amongst you, who have not 
even attempted to purge out the old leaven; 
who are the same now, as they were before this 
penitential time commenced; who have brought 
forth no fruits, and who, consequently, are en- 
titled to no reward. To these, what words of 
consolation can I give? Am I authorized to 
say to them : rejoice , because your redemption it 
at hand? No, my unfortunate brethren, who- 
ever you may be, consolation is not your due. 
The words of the Baptist only are applicable to 
you : do penance , for the kingdom of God is at 
hand. (Matt, iii.) Even on this joyful solem- 



Digitized by 



Google 




EASTER SUNDAY. 



357 



nity, it is my duty to preach up penance to you, 
to exhort you to weep and lament over your 
manifold iniquities, to chastise your flesh, and 
reduce it into subjection, to renounce the error 
of your ways, and to begin without delay, a 
life of holiness and justice. Judgments are 
hanging over your heads, and ere long they will 
fall on you, and crush you under their weight. 
You have seen the terrible effects of the justice 
of God upon him, who was innocence itself, — 
upon him who was the Beloved Son of God, in 
whom he was always well pleased. And what 
can you expect, after all your rebellions, if you 
continue in the ways of sin? Can you flatter 
yourselves that the arm of Almighty vengeance 
will long be restrained? Can you go heedlessly 
on, as if no danger was at hand? Oh! you 
have no security for one instant. The fire of 
divine justice may be enkindled in you at a 
moment’s notice: and then, what a terrible 

conflagration may you not expect? Penance, 

therefore, is your due: and penance without 
delay, is your only security. 

My advice, probably, will sound harsh in the 
ears of these worldly, these impenitent Chris- 
tians. Of all others, they have been looking 
forward most anxiously for the conclusion of 
Lent, and are most rejoiced that the time is now 
come, when fewer restraints will be laid on 
their sensual appetite. My advice, therefore, 
will not be very acceptable. And yet, what 
other advice can I give? They have not broken 
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their bonds asunder; and how can I say, re- 
joice, for that you are free? They have not 
done condign works of penance ; and how can 
I say, fold up the weeds of penitential attire, 
and clothe yourselves with the robes of glad- 
ness ? They are not risen with Christ to a life 
of holiness and justice : and how can I say, 
look up to the crown which is prepared for 
you? 

In the primitive ages of the Church, the un- 
happy Christian, who had transgressed against 
the laws of God, was eager to enter upon 
a course of penance. His dread of being 
suddenly called before the tribunal of God, 
caused him to hasten to his minister without 
delay, and solicit to be admitted into the num- 
ber of penitents. No sooner was his prayer 
heard, than he submitted to fasting, as an 
essential ingredient of repentance: — to the mor- 
tifications of the flesh, as the most efficacious 
means of purging out the old leaven, and re- 
ducing the body into the subjection of the 
spirit. The fasts, and abstinences, to which 
he cheerfully submitted, were of the utmost 
rigour, and not confined merely to the forty 
days of Lent, but to protracted periods, and, 
probably, for lesser crimes than some of you 
have committed, who, in these times, seek for 
a dispensation, or dispense yourselves, without 
permission, from every thing which is repug- 
nant to the feelings of your sensual appetite. 
He did not listen to the plaintive sighs of self- 
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love, when it whispered to him: “ Oh ! you 
cannot fast — you cannot abstain for many days 
together — your constitution is weak — your work 
is hard — you have much walking about — you 
must adopt a milder course. God does not 
expect so much from you as he does from those 
who have no worldly business to attend to.” 
No : he listened not to suggestions of this kind. 
He was in earnest in the great affair of salva- 
tion. He was as solicitous for his soul, as 
Christians, now-a-days, are for their bodies. He 
thought as little of injuring his constitution 
by the rigours of penance, as Christians, in 
these times, do of injuring their constitution by 
intemperance, or by excess, either in hard la- 
bour, or in worldly anxiety and solicitude. He 
was as perfect in the ways of God, as Christi- 
ans, now-a-days, are in the ways of the world. 

This was the disposition, and this was the 

conduct of penitents in the early ages of the 
Church: and this must be the conduct and dis- 
position of every penitent in every age. 

Oh! my brethren, be not deceived. With 
God there is no exception of persons. You 
never will be exempted from that, which has 
always been exacted from sinners, by Divine 
justice. You must do penance, or you will not 
escape the wrath which is to come. For, our 
Saviour positively declares, that unless you do 
penance , you shall all perish. (Luke xiii.) 

Begin, therefore, without delay. Although 
this is a time of festivity, your eternal good 
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requires that you put on the garments of mourn- 
ing, and begin the great work of atonement, 
before it is too late. Let not the desires of gra- 
tifying your appetite, cause you to defer it. Be 
not like those men, of whom St. Paul speaks, 
who make a God of their belli/, who glory in their 
shame, who mind earthly things : (Phil, iii.) but, 
as the same Apostle says, mortify your members 
which are upon the earth: fornication, uncleanness, 
lust, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is 
the serving of idols, put you all away, for which 
things sake, the wrath of God cometh upon 'the 
children of unbelief. '(Col. iii.) Ohl my bre- 

thren, sell not your inheritance for a mess of 
potage. Let not the flesh-pots of Egypt be the 
great object of your desires, lest you fall under 
the judgments of God inflicted on the glutton- 
ous Israelites. You were formed for nobler 
purposes. You were formed for an union with 
your God. Take off your affections, therefore, 
from these perishable things, and fix them upon 
those, which are invisible, and eternal. Turn 
away your thoughts from this miserable earth, 
and have your conversation in heaven. (Phil, iii.) 

To how many of my present auditory these 
reflections may be applicable, I know not. I 
hope the number is small. But, whether great 
of small, I hope that every individual, to whom 
they areapplicable, will apply them to himself, 
and labour, henceforward at least, to purge out 
the old leaven, and become a new paste, in order 
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that the sacrifice of Christ, his Pasch, may be- 
come profitable to hi m . 

You, my brethren, who have seriously la- 
boured to put to profit this seasonable time of 
penance, relax not in your labours. Return 
not again to the husks of swine. The evil spi- 
rit is, we hope, driven out from your inward 
house: suffer him not to enter again, lest he 
bring with him seven other spirits more wicked 
than himself, and your last state should become 

worse than the first. (Luke xi.) Although 

you are exhorted to rejoice and be glad, be not 
high-minded. However firm you may seem to 
stand, take heed lest you fall. (1 Cor. x.) Pro- 
ceed with fear and trembling. Few restraints 
will be laid on your appetite ; take heed, lest 
one inordinate indulgence lead you to another, 
till at length, you proceed from lawful gratifi- 
cations to those which are unlawful. Many 
have been led away in this manner, and from 
one gratification to another, have been led 
away by degrees from the paths of virtue, and 
have not stopt, until they have been given up 
to a reprobate sense. Many have risen, with 
Christ, at this holy time, and have returned 
again to the bonds of death.-*-— »-Take care that 
this be not your case. Christ rising from the 
dead, dieth now no more: death shall now no more 
have dominion over him. (Rom. vi.) Be ye fid-' 
lowers of him. Return ho more to your former 
ways. Forsake the regions of sin and death 
vol. i. 3 a 
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forever. — A life of holiness, such a life as is to 
lead you to happiness hereafter, will not endure 
interruptions. You cannot be holy and then 
polluted, and then holy and polluted again. 
You cannot expect salvation, after a life of 
continued inconstancy. It were better for. a 
man never to have known the way of justice, than , 
after having known it, to fall from it. (2 Pet. ii.) 
You must go on in the same career. You must 
not look back. Were you once to fall from the 
state of justice, it would cost, not merely a 
confession of your fault, but many tears, much 
penance, and great grace to rise again, and. 

to attain to your former state. Were you 

to fall a second time from the ways of jus- 
tice, it would cost you a great encrease of 
labour and repentance, and would require a 
stronger grace : and so on, in proportion to 
your falls. 

No, my brethren, a life of holiness will not 
suffer interruptions. You must never again suf- 
fer yourselves to be bound with the bands, 
which have been so happily broken asunder. 
You must never more, return to your former sins. 
Your. Lord hath, suffered, and is . entered, into 
bis.glory. . YOu-have suffered with. him,, and in 
the mansions, into which, he has entered, he has 
prepared a place for you. If therefore, you be 
ri&fi wit/tjiimi saith tjfe Apostle, seek the things 
that are above, where Christ is sitting at the right 
hand of God. Mind the things that are above. 
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not the things that are on the earth. For you 
are dead , and your life is hid with Christ in 
God. When Christ shaU appear , who is your 
life, then shall you also appear with him in glory * 
(Col.iii.) 
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ON THE RESURRECTION. 



The Lord is risen, indeed , and hath appeared to Simm . 

Luke xxiv. 84* 



J oyful indeed, my bre- 
thren, must have been these tidings to the dis- 
consolate, the desponding Apostles. Two days 
previous, their beloved Master had been despis- 
ed and rejected by the whole nation, and in the 
midst of the greatest ignominy, consigned to 
the gloomy mansions of the dead. On this 
day, early in the morning, musing perhaps at 
the time, on the means of returning to their 
own country, there to resume their former occu- 
pations, amidst the scoffs and jeers which 
usually are lavished on the credulous and de- 
luded, their ears are greeted with the joyful 
sound — the Lord is risen. Testimony confirms 
the report — and he hath appeared to Simon. Oh ! 
what must have been their feelings on this oc- 
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Casion ! How bright must have been the gleam 
of hope which darted across their minds ! How 
Keady must they have been to exclaim with the 
Royal Prophet : This is the day which the Lord 
hath made: let vs rejoice and be glad therein! 
(Ps. cxvii.) But their fears were not remov- 

ed by the testimony of one witness, although 
that one was Peter himself. Their hopes were 
raised, but not satisfied. So diffident were they 
of the testimony of each other, that ocular evi- 
dence alone brought conviction to their minds. 
Ardent as must have been their desires for the 
truth of this mystery, they were all incredulous; 
so much so, that even after he had appeared to 
and conversed with ten of them together, Tho- 
mas positively refused to believe, unless he him- 
self saw him, touched his body, and put his 
hands into his wounds. 

These things, my brethren, like the rest of 
the scriptures, were intended for our instructi- 
on. Our faith was not to be built on shallow 
foundations. To Peter, as being the rock on 
which his Church was to be built, he appeared 
before he manifested himself to any of the other 
Apostles : and his testimony is adduced as the 
first creditable authority of the truth of the 
event. The testimony of the others, to whom 
he afterwards appeared, are collateral proofs of 
the same : and the incredulousness of Thomas, 
to whom he appeared lastly, and exhibited to 
Jus, senses the desired testimonies, is a proof 
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that there was no connivance between them, and 
that truth was their only object. 

Joyful, therefore, are the tidings even to us, 
that the Lord hath risen indeed, and hath appear- 
ed to Simon. They are the foundation of our 
faith, the ground-work of our hope, and the 

completion of our charity. Were the fact of 

our Lord’s resurrection doubtful even in the 
remotest degree, we should be, like the Apos- 
tles, exposed to the fears of being a deluded* 
people, a bewildered race, fixing our faith on a 
baseless rock, and worthy of the scoffs and 
jeers of men of sounder judgment and better 
understanding. But this is not the case. The 
motives of credibility are such, and the inter- 
position of the power of God in the propagation 
of the belief of this mystery is so manifest, 
that every shadow of doubt is removed, to the 
satisfaction of every reasoning and unpreju- 
diced mind. 

In the beginning, earth and hell were leagued 
against it. The mystery of an incarnate cruci- 
fied God-man, and his resurrection -from the 
dead, was a stumbling-block to the Jews, and 
foolishness to the Gentiles. (1 Cor. i.) The great 
ones of the earth, on whose opinions and ex- 
amples the opinions and conduct of all the in- 
ferior classes mainly depend, the heads of the 
Jewish nation, to whom all people of the Jews 
were taught from their infancy to pay deference 
and submission, considered the ignominious 
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death of our Lord as a seal upon his character, 
and as a veil thrown over his name and mission 
for ever. They considered him no more than 
we consider a common malefactor, executed 

for his crimes. The Apostles themselves, 

and every individual of his disciples, notwith- 
standing his forewarnings of what was to befal 
him, were in a state of anxiety and doubt, lest 
they had been the victims of a deluding impos- 
tor. Not an individual of the human race, 
his Blessed Mother alone excepted, had 
faith in him any farther than that he was 
a just man, and that he was crucified with- 
out cause. Had he. remained among the dead, 
his disciples Would soon have returned to their 
respective homes, and resumed their accus- 
tomed occupations. They were not men calcu- 
lated to carry on the work of delusion. They 
were not fanatics, ready to sacrifice their lives, 
and to sacrifice the lives of others, in order to 
uphold a false system, which had taken posses- 
sion of their minds. They candidly and sin- 
cerely believed that Jesus was to restore again 
the kingdom to Israel : but seeing that his ene- 
mies had prevailed over him, and that he was 
now numbered amongst the dead, they consi- 
dered their hopes at an end, and all their bril- 
liant prospects of being seated on his right hand 
and on his left in his kingdom, as entirely done 
away. His resurrection from the dead never 
entered their minds. Although he had admo- 
nished them that he should be betrayed, that he 
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should be put to death, and that on the third 
day he would rise again, (Matt, xvii.) : never- 
theless, seeing that he was now dead, and that 
his body was sealed down in the sepulchre, and 
guarded by soldiers, what rational hope could 
they entertain, that they should see him again 
alive? The gates of death had never yet been 
broken down. A man raising himself from the 
dead, was a miracle that had never been wit- 
nessed from the beginning of the world : and 
could they, weak as their faith then was, ex- 
pect to witness such an event ? No : they had 
no such expectation. Thus we see, that, on the 
first day of the week, the pious women went 
to embalm his body : — that, when they found 
the body was gone, they supposed it had been 
taken away by the Jews : — that Peter and John, 
when the news was brought to them, ran with 
speed to ascertain the fact, and returned, con- 
cluding that the body was stolen : — that the two 
disciples going to Emmaus, said, that the wo- 
men had affrighted them, by relating that they 
had seen a vision of angels, and that the Lonl 
was alive and finally, that the Apostles indi- 
“ vidttally would not. believe that he was risen un- 
fit they had seen him ; and that Thomas requir- 
- ed no less a proof than to see the marks of the 
nails in his hands and feet, and to put his hand 
into his side. 

On the truth of his resurrection, therefore, 
was their faith founded ; and truly joyful must 
haVe been to them the recollection of the first 
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tidings, that the Lord had risen indeed , and had 
appeared to Simon. This it was that encourag- 
ed them in all their labours : — this it was that 
strengthened them on all occasions : — this it 
was that led them to perseverance. 

As it was with them, so likewise has it been 
with all their followers from the beginning : and 
so likewise is it with us. If Christ be not risen 
again, as St. Paul remarks, (1 Coi*. xv.) our 
faith is vain, for tee are yet in our sins. They 
also that are fallen asleep in Christ, are perished- 
If in this life only tee have hope in Christ, tee ate 
of all men the most miserable. But now Christ is 
risen from the dead, the first fruits qf them that 
sleep : for by a man came death, and by a win the 
resurrection of the dead. Truly, my brethren, the 
whole of our faith, the whole of our religion, is 
founded on this mystery. For this reason, the 
Almighty was pleased to establish the truth of 
it on the most solid basis. He willed, that not 
an individual of the human race, his Mother 
alone probably excepted, who kept all thi»gs 
pondering in her heart, should be in expectation 
of the event : and that the knowledge .of it 
should be imparted to those, to whom it ton 
given to know the mysteries of the kingdom qf Gad, 
by his own visible appearance, and by exhibit* 
ing bis body even to be handled. He willed 
.that this same chosen few should be doubtful 
and perplexed, lest the testimony of their 
senses should deceive them, and that then only 
von. i. 3 B 
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they should give credit to it, when it was impos- 
sible to be controverted. 

On these foundations he fixed the credibility 
of this mystery. Consequently, when the Apos- 
tles began to preach, the Lord working withal, 
and confirming the word with signs that followed, 
(Mark xvi.) the number of believers in this 
mystery, and of course in all the mysteries of 
the new law, rapidly encreased. The testimony 
of those, who were from the beginning , who had 
heard, who had seen with their eyes, who had look- 
ed upon, and whose hands had handled of the word 
if life, (1 John i.) was a sufficient authority to 
ensure their belief. 

Centuries and centuries are now elapsed 
since these things came to pass. But we, who 
live in these latter times, have, if possible, 
even more powerful motives to demand our as- 
sent to this mystery, than had the primitive 
Christians. We witness that most improbable, 
that most inconceivable event, that most posi- 
tive testimony of the handy- work of the Most 
High, the . only supreme . director of hearts, 
namely,, the universal assent of all the nations 
vf the Gentiles to the.helief of this mystery, — a 
mystery, whjtherto . ynheord of from the be- 
ginning t>£ the world, — a mystery totally oppo- 
site to every idea that had been entertained 
concerning the mortal remains of departed 
man. - And we, moreover, witness that this be- 
lief has not been confined to one generation, or 
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to one people, but has continued to be the 
steadfast belief of all tribes, and peoples, and 
tongues, during eighteen centuries, with a con- 
fident assurance that it will continue so to be in 
all succeeding generations, till the consumma- 
tion of time. 

These are the strong foundations of our faith 
in the mystery of the resurrection. With this 
faith, my brethren, a Christian looks beyond 
the grave. Prospects of an immeasurable ex- 
panse open before him, at the very point 
where the prospects of unbelievers close upon 
their eyes for ever. He knows that, Christ 
risen from the dead, is the first fruits of them 
that sleep .... that by him is to come the resurrec- 
tion of the dead . . . .and that in him all again 
shall be made alive. (1 Cor. xv.) He knows that 
the time will come, when in his flesh he shall set 
God his Saviour : (Job xix.) and that, although 
his body returns to its original dust, he knows 
that it is like seed which is sown, and which is 

not quickened unless it first die. This pleasing 

hope it was, which encouraged the apostles and 
martyrs to face death, in defence of the truths 
in its most horrible shapes. What doth itpn *> 
fit me, said St. Paul, if (according to man) I 
fought with beasts at Ephesus, if the dead rise not 
again ? (1 Cor. xv.) This it was that sweetened 
the austerities and sufferings of the holy an- 
chorites in the deserts, and of all the holy men 
and women who have decorated the Church in 
every age. ' And this it is, my brethren, which 

3 b 2 
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is to sweeten all our toils and labours, to reeon* 
cile us to all the vicissitudes of life, a&d to en- 
courage us to persevere to the end in the dili- 
gent performance of all Christian duties. 

Let us consider, my brethren, what is the 
condition of man in this miserable world. We 
are faot like the other animals of the creation. 
We are surrounded with cares and solicitudes, 
from which they are free. We are liable to 
anxieties, to hopes, and fears, to the feelings of 
expectation and despair, from which they are 
exempt. Our troubles cannot be relieved, nor 
the sorrows of our hearts removed, by any of 
the gratifications of the senses. We may be 
wretched in the midst of plenty, and miserable 
in the midst of external enjoyments. — —But, 
when we Ore duly impressed with the convic- 
tion, that we are here only in a state of probe- 
tion ; — that another and a better world awaits 
as;-— that the short trials, the transitory toils 
and labours, which we have to endure here, ate 
to be succeeded by an eternal weight of glory; 
-—and that it is necessary to suffer with Christ, 
in order to be entitled to reign with him ; then 
his cOnditioh in this world corresponds with the 
dignity of his nature, and his future destiny 
raises him far above all other created beings.— 
We, naturally almost I may say, look for some- 
thing more than this world can give. There is 
a feeling within us, besides the senses of the 
body, which seeks for gratification. But, when 
We are assured that Christ is riben, the first 
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fruits of the dead, and that we are to rise with 
him, then all our hopes are defined, all the 
cravings of our nature are satisfied, all that the 
superiority of man over the brute creation can 
expect, is realized. 

But with what sentiments of gratitude and 
love ought this mystery to animate our souls 1 
We were buried in the horrors of darkness and 
in the shades of death, and the Sun of justice 
hath risen to us. We were under the sentence 
pronounced upon the first Adam — the sentence 
of eternal death ; the second Adam has con- 
quered death and hell, and reversed the sen- 
tence. Let us, therefore, pour forth our souls 
in acts of gratitude and love to this, our merci- 
ful Benefactor. What would all the things of 
this world have profited us, were they to have 
been succeeded by eternal misery ? What would 
all the other mercies have availed us, if the 
gates of death had not been broken down, and 
the mansions of bliss opened for us? Our souls 
would have been inevitably lost, and lost for all 

eternity. For every thing, therefore, of good 

that we possess, or that we hope to possess 
hereafter, we are indebted to the mercies of 
this, our bountiful Redeemer and Saviour. And 
is there any blessing that can claim a better 
title to our gratitude ? Our All is secured by 
it : and is there any thing besides our All that 
has a claim to our notice ? What will a man 
take in exchange for his soul? What recom- 
pense can be equivalent for the loss Of an 
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eternity of happiness? What can give conso- 
lation in the midst of everlasting burnings ? 
Ah ! sincerely and continually ought we to cry 
out: the mercies of the Lord I will sing for 
ever : (Ps. lxxxviii.) for he, who is powerful, has 
done great things to me, and holy is his name. 
(Luke i.) 

But the gratitude and love, which we are to 
return to him, must not consist of words only. 
It is to the heart that the Lord looketh, and not 
to the lips. The lips are deceitful, but the 
heart is sincere. Repentance is the chief cha- 
racteristic of love. We must repent of our past 
rebellions against our God. We must repent 
that we have not only incurred the guilt of the 
transgression of our first parents, but that we 
have transgressed ourselves, through our own 
fault, and through our own exceeding great 
fault. We must repent, not merely through' 
fear of the torments of hell, which we have de- 
served, and to which we were condemned, but 
because we have transgressed against the amia- 
ble will of God, — a crime which it was impossi- 
ble for us to expiate, and which, in fact, could 
not be expiated by a less sacrifice than that of 

the blood of the Word made flesh.- We must 

repent, not merely on account of the sugges- 
tions of self-love, but on account of the love; 
which we ought to feel, and which ought to oc- 
cupy our whole hearts, for him, who is alone 
worthv of our love : — for him, who is lovely 
above all that is in this world:-— for him, Avho is 
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the object of the love and adoration of all the 
angels and saints in heaven: — for him, who is 
the beloved Son of the Father, in whom, he it 
always well pleased. 

Our repentance must of course be accompa-, 
nied with a reform of life. Christ rising again 
from the dead, dieth now no more , death shall no 
more have dominion over him. For in that he died 
to sin, he died once ; but in that he liveth, he liveth 
unto God. So do you also reckon yourselves to be 
dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. Let not, therefore, sin reign in 
your mortal body, so as to obey the lusts thereof. 
Neither yield you your members as instruments of 
iniquity unto sin : but present yourselves to God as 
those that are alive from the dead ; and your mem- 
bers as instruments of justice unto God. For sin 
shall not have dominion over you: for you are not 
under the law, but under grace. (Rom vi.) We 
are not, my brethren, like the Gentiles, who 
know not God. We are not like that immense 
multitude of wretched beings, whom we are 
daily in the habit of seeing and hearing, whose 
only thoughts are about eating or drinking, or 
satisfying the basest cravings of corrupt nature, 
and whose only language is swearing, or curs- 
ing, or defaming, or impure observations. We 
are under the law of Grrace. We have been 
made acquainted with the things of God. We 
have eaten sweetmeats together at the table of 
the Lord. We have the knowledge of good and 
evil. We know what is necessary to be done 



Digitized by v^.ooQle 




KA?TEK MONO A 

in order to satisfy fox. our past sins ; and we 
know what is to be done, in order to sanctify 
our souls for the time to come. Truly, there- 
fore, ought we to reckon ourselves dead to sin, but 
alive, to God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Sin ought 
no more to have dominion over us. 

Reflect, therefore, seriously, my brethren, on 
this important subject. If you be truly risen 
with Christ, the appurtenances of death must 
be entirely thrown from you. If you are truly 
repentant of your sins, and sincerely resolved 
to serve your God faithfully for the future, you 
must never more fall back into your former 
ways, never more sully the purity of your souls 
by wilful mortal sin. 

Oh 1 were you once to taste the sweets of in- 
nocence, and to know, by experience, what en- 
joyments God imparts to those who love him : 
were you once feelingly to be convinced that in 
vice there is nothing but bitterness, and in vir- 
tue nothing but exquisite happiness and de- 
light, then you would begin to enjoy a foretaste 
of what you hope to enjoy eternally hereafter : 
then you would cry out with the Apostle: O 
death where is thy victory ! O death where is thy 
sting! Yes, my brethren, death would no 

longer be an object of terror to you. Let me, 

therefore, exhort you in the words of the same 
Apostle, to be steadfast, and unmoveable , abound- 
ing in the work of the Lord , knowing that your 
labour is not vain in the Lord. (1 Cor. xv.) For, 
if you be' risen with Christ, seek the things that 
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are above , where Christ is sitting at the right hand 
of God. Mind the things that are above , not the 
things that are upon the earth. For you are dead , 
and your life is hid with Christ in God. When 
Christ shall appear, who is your life, then you 
also shall appear with him in glory. (Col. iii.) 
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And after eight days. .. .Jesus cometh, the doors being shut 9 
and stood in the midst of them, and said: Peace be to you* 

John xx. 2QL 

It is with joy, my be- 
loved brethren, that I address you, in the words 
of my text : Peace be to you. You have now 
celebrated the solemn festival of the Christian 
Passover. You have assisted at the solemn 
commemoration of the sacrifice of the Lamb of 
God. You have wept over the agonies which 
he endured for your redemption : and you have 
rejoiced at the glories of his triumphant resur- 
rection. Animated with this pious spirit, 

you have lamented over the sinful follies of 
your past lives. You have prepared yourselves 
for a reconciliation with your offended God. 
You have made solemn protestations of leading 
a virtuous life for the time to come. Youi have 
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shown yourselves to the priest: your leprosy 
has been cleansed : and you have been refresh- 
ed by the body and blood of your Lord, in the 
Holy Communion. And now I salute you with 
joy : Peace be to you. May you long continue 
in possession of that peace which you have ac- 
quired. May you never more rebel against 
your God by sin. May you never more experi- 
ence an interruption of that harmony, which, 
we hope, subsists between you and your Crea- 
tor : and may your present peace be succeeded 
by that eternal peace, which is enjoyed by the 
blessed in the bosom of the Divinity. 

This is my salutation ; and I hope it is ap- 
plicable to every individual in this assembly. 
There is not one, 1 hope, who has partaken of 
the Christian Passover, with a heart wedded to 
sin, like Judas, and with the disposition of 
betraying his Lord again, after the conclusion 
of the solemnity. On the contrary, I hope 
that you have all made your peace with God; 
and that this peace will never be taken from 
you. On this supposition I shall address you 
in this discourse, and offer a few words of ad- 
vice and encouragement to you. 

There is joy in heaven , says our Lord, over one 
sinner that doth penance. (Luke xv.) Why 
there joy in heaven ? Not because the happi? 
ness of these blessed souls is. encreased by the 
conversion of a sinner, but because happiness 
is imparted to the sinner himself. The sinner 
it is who reaps. the benefit : and the sinner it is 
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who ought particularly to exult. The shepherd 
rejoices, when he has found his lost sheep. But 
if the shepherd rejoice, how much greater rea- 
son has the sheep to rejoice, who has been 
rescued from the danger of being devoured, and 
has been restored to the pastures from which he 

had strayed? Yes, my brethren, it is we, 

wretched sinners and lost sheep as we have 
been, it is we who have the greatest reason to 
rejoice. We have been liberated from the bonds 
of captivity : — we have obtained the remission 
of our debt: — we have found a treasure indeed, 
a treasure of inestimable value : — we have beat 
put in possession of all that is desirable in 
heaven or on earth: — we have been united in 
the most intimate manner to the God who 
made us, even to the receiving his most holy 
body and blood into our breasts. 

These, my brethren, are blessings indeed : — 
blessings, of which the world is not worthy:— 
blessings, which you ought to consider as of in- 
finite more importance to you than the posses- 
sion of an immense property, than the posses- 
sion of the whole world itself. The woAdling 

rejoices and exults when a legacy to a great 
amount is bequeathed to him, and he obtains 
peaceable possession of it. But were he to 
obtain all that his heart could desire, it would 
give no ease to his mind in affliction, nor relief 
to his body in pain. He could not enjoy, them 
in the grave, towards which he is hastening. 
He- could, not escape the. anxieties and. soUci* 
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tudes, which invariably attend them during the 
few years that they are possessed : nor would 
he be freed from the danger, to which every rich 
man is exposed, of being led astray by his pas- 
sions, and of dying in his sins. But the pos- 

session of the love and friendship of God, is the 
possession of all that can give peace and tran- 
quillity to the mind : it is the possession of that, 
which is superior in value to the whole world 
itself. Your God is the supreme master of All. 
The creation of this world, and of all that it 
contains, was the work of his hands: it was 
nothing more, if the expression may be allowed, 
than the sport of his Omnipotent power. The 
whole of it is undoubtedly worthy of our admi- 
ration and astonishment, for the whole of it, 
and every individual part of it, is above our 
comprehension: but what is it when compared 
with the Creator himself ? What is there to me 
in heaven, says the Royal Prophet, (Ps. lxxii.) 
and besides thee what is there on earth that I de- 
sire; O Lord ? Yes, what is there in this mi- 
serable world that is worthy of our affections, 
when compared with God! How can mortal 
perishable things, satisfy the cravings of an 
immortal, an imperishable soul? They may 
procure necessaries for the body: they may pro* 
cure superfluities, and gratify the pride of. cot* 
rapt nature : but can they satisfy the cravings 
of an immortal soul? What shall we think of 
them when we are divested of the body of this 
death? What value shall we affix to them then? 
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Oh! we shall then be feelingly convinced that 
there is nothing worthy to be compared with 
God. We shall then see that, in possessing 
God, we possess all things, and that, in losing 
God, we lose all things. We shall then see 
clearly the extent of that happiness, which I 
hope you have all been labouring to obtain. 

Were we truly and sincerely of the number of 
the just, we should entertain now the same sen- 
timents regarding the things of this world, as 
we shall do hereafter. We should be convinced 
that true poverty of spirit contributed more to 
tranquillize the mind, than the possession of 
immense riches. We should clearly see that to 
sacrifice the friendship of God by wilful sin, 
would be a more costly sacrifice to our only real 
interests, than the sacrifice of all that we pos- 
sessed in this world. We should feelingly ac- 
knowledge that the interior peace, which is 
enjoyed in the service of God, was infinitely 
superior to all worldly enjoyments. We should 
be convinced, by experience, that the true ser- 
vants of God were in possession of the greatest 
happiness that could be enjoyed on this side 
the grave. We should find, that, at the time 
when the children of vanity were repining and 
murmuring under sufferings and afflictions, 
were lamenting under losses and disappoint- 
ments, were bending under crosses and trials, 
and were weeping under the miseries incident 
to human life, we should find, I say, that we, 
in the midst of the same vicissitudes, enjoyed, a 
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calm serenity of mind: and the' reason would 
* 

be, because we enjoyed delights of a purer 
nature, than what the world can give, — de- 
lights, which the God of all consolation infuses 
into the souls of his faithful servants, and which 
cannot be interrupted or diminished by the ca- 
sual occurrences of life. Truly, my bre- 

thren, were we of the number of the just, wd 
should seek the enjoyments of the soul, and 
not exclusively those of the body : we should 
seek above all other things, the love and pos- 
session of the Great, Omnipotent, and Immu- 
table Creator, and look upon the vain and 
perishable things of this world as dung, as St. 
Paul expresses it. In a word, we should have 
chosen the better part, and we should find that 
the observance of the law of God was better to 
us than thousands of gold and silver. But woe 
be to us, were We once to fall from that happy 
state. Judas tasted of the good things of the 
Lord: he eat sweetmeats together with him: 
and, to judge from his adherence to his Master, 
in all his labours and travels, he enjoyed the 
delights of piety, like the other apostles. He, 
afterwards, fell from that happy state, and be- 
trayed his Master for the love of money. Oh 
let the fall of this unhappy man be a lesson to 

us, and let us strive to profit by it. What 

did he gain by his perfidiousness ? What ad- 
vantage did the possession of money, earned by 
treachery and dishonesty, bring him? Did it 
place him in a happier state than he wrts in 
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before, when he was in the company of Jesus ? 
Did it make amends for the love of God, of 
which he voluntarily deprived himself? Was 
his lot to be envied by the other apostles? No: 
happiness was from that instant for ever ba- 
nished from his mind, and in a few hours after- 
wards, he went and threw the accursed money 
from him, and hanged himself with a halter in 
despair. Have we reason to expect that we 
shall escape the horrors, which assailed the 
mind of Judas, if we imitate his perfidy, by 
running into wilful sin ? How bitterly does he 
now lament his unhappy choice ! and how does 
he weep and gnash his teeth, when he beholds, 
at an immeasurable distance from him, his for- 
mer companions, and fellow apostles! And how 
bitterly shall we bewail our unhappy lot, if we 
lose our souls, and behold our former friends 
and associates united to their God, and enjoy- 
ing crowns of glory, which, perhaps, we shall 
then see, were intended for us. 

Oh ! my brethren, may the grace of God pre- 
serve you from this miserable state. You have 
ranked yourselves amongst the children of God 
in this world, and may you all be ranked in 
their number in the next. You have attended 
the marriage feast of the Lamb here, and may 
you all meet together to celebrate the same 

nuptials hereafter in his kingdom. Fix your 

thoughts frequently on the distinguishing fa- 
vours, which you have received from the A1 
mighty. Like the children of Israel, the chosen 
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.people of God, you have been selected from the 
rest of men, and associated to his fellowship. 
The blood of the Lamb has been sprinkled on 
your doors, and you have eaten of the flesh 
thereof. Even the body and blood of the Lamb 
of God has been given to you, in order to endow 
you with grace and strength to effect your deli- 
verance from the spiritual land of Egypt — the 
regions of darkness and sin. Correspond, my 
brethren, with these favours. You have already 
declared your determination to renounce the 
slavery of your passions. Put those resolu- 
tions in practice, and hasten forward, by the 
exercise of all Christian virtues, to the land of 
promise — the heavenly Jerusalem. 

It may be, perhaps, that you have yet a long 
way to go. Many difficulties may come upon 

you, and many dangers may threaten you. 

The Israelites, after they had partaken of the 
Paschal Lamb, had to pass the Red Sea, and 
the tedious wilderness of the desert before they 
arrived at the land of promise. You may have 
difficulties to encounter as great as they had, 
although of a different kind. But the God, 
who strengthened them, will strengthen you. 
The Lord went before the Israelites in a pillar 
of fire for their guidance, and he protected them 
from behind with a cloud. He will act, some- 
what in a similar manner, with you. He will, 
by the voice of his ministers, as if it were by a 
pillar of fire, point out to you the way in which 
you are to walk, and the path which you are to 
vol. i. 3 d 



Digitized by v^.ooQle 




386 



LOW SUNDAY. 



follow, in order to arrive at the gates of the 
heavenly Jerusalem : and he will protect you, 
by his graces, and by his paternal Providence, 
as by a cloud, from the attacks of your spiritual 
enemies, who will continue to pursue you, with 
the intent of reducing you again under the sub- 
jection of sin, and the slavery of your passions. 
Be attentive, therefore, my brethren. Lis- 
ten to the voice, which is commissioned to direct 
you. Walk in the path, which will be pointed 
out to you. 

You may form an idea of the dangers, which 
you will have to encounter, by calling to mind 
those, which you have hitherto experienced. 
You will meet with the same again, during the 
course of your progress. Fight manfully against 
them. Be not dismayed by the multiplicity, 
or by the continuance of them. Perseverance 
will give you a complete victory, and yon will 

enjoy the triumph. The Israelites yielded to 

the temptations which they had formerly in- 
dulged, gave way again to the spirit of lust, and 
received the women of Madian ; and four and 
twenty thousand of them were slain. Tremble, 
lest a more awful fate fall upon you, if you 
again yield up your members to serve iniquity, 
as they did. 

Many of you, probably, have hitherto expe- 
rienced temptations to excess, or inordinate in- 
dulgence in eating or drinking, and have yield- 
ed to 'them. Keep a strict guard over your- 
selves, lest you be induced to fall again into the 
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same disorders, for the same temptations will 

again assail you. The Israelites longed after 

the flesh-pots and onions of Egypt. They mur- 
mured against the Lord, and against his mi- 
nisters. They declared, that their souls loath- 
ed the manna that the Lord provided for them, 
and cried aloud for meat. Their ungrateful 
complaints were heard. Meat was given to 
them: and the flesh was yet between their 
teeth, when they were struck with an exceed- 
ing great plague. Beware, lest a greater 

plague fall upon you, if you relapse into your 
former excesses. 

Many of you, probably, have placed your 
affections too much on the perishable things of 
this world, have felt too great a love for money, 
and in order to encrease your stores, have not 
paid sufficient attention to the rules of honesty, 
or the calls of charity. The same temptations 
you will experience again. Fight resolutely 
against them. Learn to be content with what 
Providence shall be pleased to bestow upon 
you : and if more be given to you than is suffi- 
cient for your support, open the bowels of com- 
passion to your suffering brethren, and relieve 

their necessities, The Israelites relapsed 

into their former idolatry, and impiously knelt 
down, and adored the golden calf: and three 
and twenty thousand of them were slain. — - 
Beware, lest the second and eternal death be 
inflicted on you, if you again place your affec- 
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tions on money, and adore the creature before 
the Creator. 

You will all of you experience many discou- 
ragements, and the enemies of your salvation 
will throw every obstacle in your way. But be 
not disconcerted by them. Be courageous, and 
the grace of God will give you the victory. The 
Land of Promise is not a land which devoureth 
its inhabitants. The ways of virtue are not 
hard ways, as I have already described to you. 
The interior consolations, which will accompa- 
ny your labours, will make every thing sweet 
and agreeable. Take courage, then : or ra- 

ther, run to the fight with joy. Resist your 
passions manfully. Deny yourselves with pa- 
tience. Do penance for your past sins with 
earnestness. Offer up your supplications with 
fervour and perseverance : and rely on the as- 
sistance of God with confidence. The Israel- 

ites trembled at the idea of the difficulties 
which, it was said, they would have to encoun- 
ter, in obtaining possession of the promised 
land. They murmured against the Lord, in the 
person of Moses his minister : and the conse- 
quence was, that sentence >£as passed on them, 
that not one of the complainants should enter 
the promised land, but that they should all die 

in the desert. Beware, my brethren, and 

murmur not against the Lord, nor complain of 
the weight of the yoke, which he places on your 
shoulders, lest the same sentence be passed on 
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you. Keep a strict watch over yourselves, and 
never again transgress any of the ordinances of 
God. These Israelites had all partaken of the 
Paschal Lamb, and had all been delivered out of 
the land of bondage. Nevertheless, on account 
of their frequent transgressions, on account of 
their relapses into sin, they were cast off, and 
out of that immense multitude of six hundred 
thousand men, only two, Josue and Caleb, who 
had not joined in the rebellion, entered into the 
Land of Promise. The rest, although they were 
children of the promise, perished in the desert. 

Will it be the same with you, my Christian 

brethren ? Will you relapse into your former 
disorders ? Will you walk in the footsteps of 
the rebellious Israelites, and, like them, be 
excluded from your inheritance ? Will not 
more than two of you be admitted into the Land 
of Promise ? God forbid. But on this subject 
we can say nothing. Every individual amongst 
you may say, that it depends on his own exer- 
tions to correspond with the grace of God, whe- 
ther he shall be of the happy number or not. 
The way is pointed out to you all. The gates 
of heaven are open to all : and every one of you 
may enter, if you do what is required of you. 
God does not without cause exclude any one. 
Do not, therefore, exclude yourselves. You have 
now seriously begun : persevere with courage. 
You have eaten the Paschal Lamb: enter on 
the laborious paths of the desert with ala- 
crity and joy.- — You have made a solemn 
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covenant with God, of perpetual allegiance for 
the future : let no temptations induce you to 
break it. — You cannot enjoy a greater happi- 
ness, even in this world, than what is to be en- 
joyed in the ways of piety. You cannot pos- 
sess a greater treasure than the love and friend- 
ship of God. Be resolute, therefore, and be 
constant in the work which you have begun. 
Proceed on in the narrow path with speed, and 
you will proceed with joy. Walk in the foot- 
steps of your crucified Jesus. Persevere to the 
end. Then you may look forward with confi- 
dence, and enjoy the pleasing hope that you 
will be of the number of the chosen few, who 
will be found worthy to enter into the true Land 
of Promise — the heavenly Jerusalem. 
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ON MEEKNESS. 



When he teat reviled, he did not revile : when he suffered, he 
threatened not: but delivered himself to him that judged 
him unjustly ..1 Pet. ii. 23. 

In the gospel which is 
read on this Sunday, our blessed Saviour exhi- 
bits himself to us under the amiable form of 
the good shepherd. I am the good shepherd. 
The good shepherd giveth his life for his sheep. 
As a good shepherd is solicitous for the welfare 
of his flock, so is he solicitous for us. As a 
good shepherd leads his sheep into the best 
pastures, so does he lead us into pastures 
where our souls will be fed with bread from 
heaven, and be prepared for an eternal union 
with him. As the good shepherd seeks the 
lost sheep, and, when found, brings him on 
his shoulders rejoicing to the fold, so does he 
seek after the deluded sinner, and, upon his 
repentance, takes him up, as it were, on his 
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shoulders, brings him back to the fold, imparts 
the happy tidings to the angels and saints, and 
causes universal joy to the whole court of hea- 
ven. — As the good shepherd watches over his 
sheep, and protects them, even at the risk of his 
life, from their enemies, so does he watch over 
and protect us from our spiritual enemies ; and 
when all mankind had gone astray by sin, did 
he willingly and cheerfully give his life for their 
ransom. Such is the amiable character which 
he gives of himself in the gospel of this Sun- 
day. 

In the same gospel, he likewise gives us to 
understand who are these sheep, over whom he 
watches with such amiable solicitude. I know 
mine , he says, and mine know me ... . my sheep 
hear my voice , and I know them , and they follow 
me. They only, therefore, are his sheep, who 
hear his voice, and follow him. They only are 
his Sheep, who seek to be perfect, and to walk 
in the footsteps which he has traced for them. 
Not indeed that all others, who do not at pre- 
sent walk with him, are rejected : for he says, 
there are other sheep which are not of this fold: 
them also I will bring , and there shall be one fold 
and one shepherd. 

Having premised these few reflections, I will 
call your attention to one of the most striking 
features in the character of your heavenly 
Shepherd, and which is read in the epistle of 
this day ; and from the obligation imposed on 
you, of following him, and walking in his 
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footsteps, I will prove the necessity of being 
meek and humble under all trials, provocations, 
and afflictions. Be attentive : for it is a sub- 
ject calculated to smooth the rugged paths of 
life, and to give ease and contentment to the 
wounded mind. 

When he was reviled, he did not revile : when 
he suffered, he threatened not : hut delivered him- 
self to him that judged him unjustly. Apply this 
to common life, and endeavour to model your 
conduct according to it. Your blessed Lord, 
during the time of his sojourning on earth, was 
in form like other men. He had no distinctive 
mark to denote his heavenly origin. He was 
considered to be the son of Joseph and Mary, 
and, until the time of his manifestation, when 
he began to work such wonders as no one be- 
fore him had ever wrought, he appeared no 
more than as a young carpenter, who gained 
his scanty pittance by the sweat of his brow. 
In this state, it may be confidently assert- 
ed, that he experienced much the same treat- 
ment from men, as you yourselves experience. 
In fact, during the course of his ministry, not- 
withstanding all his wonderful works, he expe- 
rienced every evil which envy and malice could 
inflict, from all, those few only excepted, whom 
he had drawn to himself by his special grace, 
and ranked in the number of his disciples. Of 
course, we may fairly say, that, like you, he had i 
few friends, and many enemies ; that, like you , he 
was exposed to insults, scoffs, and derisions ; that, 
VOL. i. 3 E 
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like you, he was oftentimes calumniated and tra- 
duced ; that he was vilified and abused; that he 
was over-reached and wronged ; that he was ac- 
cused innocently, and that he suffered unjustly. 
We may reasonably say, that he was an object of 
envy to some, of suspicion to others, of malice 
and hatred to others. We may, likewise, justly 
surmise that, in addition to this treatment, 
which he received from his beloved creatures, 
he received much the same as you yourselves 
receive from the hand of Providence. We may 
say, that he was sometimes in want, and some- 
times enjoyed abundance ; that he sometimes 
was wearied down with fatigue, and sometimes 
afflicted with head-aches, and pains of body, 
and illness of one kind or another, in the same 

manner as you are. We may go farther, and 

say, that there is nothing in the inspired writ- 
ings to disprove the assertion, that he was liable 
to temptation ; for, as the Apostle says, he teas 
found in all things like unto us, excepting sin. 
(Phil, ii.) Of course we may say, that he expe- 
rienced temptations to anger and impatience ; 
that he experienced temptations to pride and 
vain-glory ; in a word, that he experienced 
all the temptations, to which the human nature, 
which he had assumed, was liable ; for the devil, 
the roaring lion who goeth about seeking whom 
he may devour, knew not at that time that he 
was the Christ. 

And what was the deportment of our Lord 
and Saviour under all these trials? He was 
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tempted in all things like unto us. - But have 
■we reason to say, that, under the same trials, we 
are like unto him ? He is our model, and we are 
commanded to walk in his footsteps ; and can 
we flatter ourselves, that we have hitherto ful- 
filled this command ? It may readily be allow- 
ed, that our inducements to transgress are mul- 
tiplied and urgent : but, unless we are found 
like unto him, nothing can make us justified in 
the sight of God. He has said: Be ye perfect, 
as my heavenly Father is perfect. (Matt, v.) Be 
ye followers of me, as I am of Christ : said the 
Apostle of the Gentiles. (1 Cor. xi.) With the 
model, therefore, before our eyes, and having 
the command of conforming ourselves to this 
model, so clearly expressed by the Spirit of 
God, how manifest is the obligation imposed 
on every one of us, of labouring to attain per- 
fection : not merely of abstaining from sin, and 
fulfilling the duties of a Christian life in a regu- 
lar, but in a tepid, indifferent manner ; but of 
attaining perfection, by fulfilling every com- 
mand, and practising every virtue, in the way 
that the will of God requires of us. No autho- 
rity, either on earth or in heaven, will ever dir 
minish this obligation. 

It is not required, indeed, that we should not 
feel the weakness of human nature. Temptati- 
ons to anger, to hatred, to animosity, ill-will, 
and desires of revenge, may be experienced, 
and we may feel within ourselves a strong dis- 
position to yield to such temptations, and vet 
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not incur the guilt of sin. But this will depend 
entirely on the violence which we offer to cor- 
rupt nature, and on our own patient forbear- 
ance. Such dispositions must be resisted ; and 
resisted effectually. It will be no available ex- 
cuse to say : “I felt myself overpowered : I did 
not give myself time to think : I was in an ill 
humour, and I could not endure contradiction.” 
Nothing of that kind will plead effectually in 
our favour. As Christians, it was our duty to 
be always on the watch ; it was our duty to 
resist the beginnings of anger, and to quell the 
rising tumults of our breasts, before they broke 
out into a storm. And if we were negligent in 
taking these precautions, reason itself will say, 
that we must be answerable for the consequen- 
ces. The example of our blessed Lord ought to 
be constantly before our eyes. He was the model 
of meekness and humility in the most trying 
circumstances. He was always meek and hum- 
ble of heart. (Matt, xi.) He did not contend, nor 
cry out, neither did any man hear his voice in the 
streets : the bruised reed he did not break, nor did 
he extinguish the smoaking flax. (Matt, xii.) 
Provocations to anger probably assailed him, 
according to his humanity, as often, and as vio- 
lently as they assail you : but he overcame 
them all by meekness. He had as many, and 
perhaps more enemies than you have : but he 
returned good for evil, and was newer weary 
with well doing. — The same must be your con- 
duct. Meekness must be your characteristic 
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virtue ; and anger and passion must at all times 
be banished from your minds. When you per- 
ceive that ill temper is rising in your breast, 
you ought immediately to take the alarm, and 
resist it with energy. If ordinary means will 
not do, you must have recourse to prayer, 
and not desist till your mind is restored to a 
calm. 

There are many persons, I acknowledge, 
who feel within themselves a certain perturba- 
tion of mind, which causes them to be dis- 
pleased with almost every person, and at almost 
every thing. These people are naturally mo- 
rose in their manners, pettish in their words, 
quarrelsome in their behaviour, and, like a lion 
in his den, not to be approached by others, 
without danger of some violence, either in word 
or action. This disposition, I allow, is inherit- 
ed from nature. But even on these the com- 
mand of being meek and humble of heart is 
imposed equally as on others. It is their duty 
to fight against corrupt nature, and correct its 
failings, however arduous the task may be. 
There is no exemption for any one. If it were 
otherwise, our Lord would have delivered his 
command in very different words : he would 
have said : “ Ye, who are naturally meek, be 
meek and humble : and ye, who are naturally 
choleric, and whose passions are turbulent, be 
not dismayed, ' for perfect meekness is not ex- 
pected in you.” Nothing of this, however, is 
to be found in the gospel. The command is ab- 
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solute and general : and nothing can justify 

the infringement of it. Many, perhaps, 

will say, that, if this statement be correct, the 
man who is naturally ill-tempered and passion- 
ate, is less favoured by the Almighty, and in 
greater danger of losing his soul, than the man 
who is placid and mild; and that more is re- 
quired of him to whom less is given. In this 
one instance, perhaps, the inference may be 
just. But we are to consider the whole of the 
Christian’s conflict. If the meek fulfil this 
command with ease, whilst the passionate have 
almost insuperable difficulties to surmount, it is 
not the same with respect to all the other com- 
mands of God. The meek feel within them- 
selves propensities, to which the passionate are 
strangers. They are frequently assailed with 
temptations to other sins, which the passionate 
seldom experience. They have as many diffi- 
culties to encounter and overcome in their con- 
flict with their predominant passion, as the pas- 
sionate, and they have as much to do to save 
their souls, as they have. There is no injus- 

tice, therefore, on the part of God, in imposing 
this command ; nor is there favour shewn to one 
in preference to another. Be ye perfect as my 
heavenly Father is perfect, is a precept, which 
comprises the whole of the duties of a Christian 
life : and the fulfilment of the whole of the 
duties, is as difficult for one as it is for another. 

You, therefore, who are passionate, and mo- 
rose, sock no pretext to justify your ill tempers. 
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Meek and humble of heart you must be, or the 
kingdom of heaven will never be your inherit- 
ance. It is to no purpose to say : “ My pas- 
sions are so violent, and my temper so irritable, 
that I cannot at all times keep it in subjec- 
tion.” Had we no other resource than our own 
strength, such a plea, perhaps, would be ac- 
cepted. But, knowing that all our strength is 
to come from God, and knowing that strength 
will be given to us, provided we apply for it, 
by humble prayer, as we ought, can it be sup- 
posed by any one who is acquainted, even in a 
slight degree, with the Christian dispensation, 
that an instructed person can be without sin, 
who transgresses against any one of the com- 
mands of God? Would the ill tempered man 

admit such a plea, were it submitted to his 
judgment, in favour of the man, who felt a vio- 
lent propensity, and frequently yielded to the 
temptations of lust, or intemperance? It would 
be to little purpose that he asserted that the 
flames of lust burnt so ardently in his flesh, or 
that the desires of drink were so irresistible, 
that he was incapable of conquering himself. 
He would not admit such a plea. He would 
say, that he ought to resist such temptations, 
and that if his flesh was weak, and that he had 
not sufficient powers of his own, strength would 
be given to him from above, if he properly ap- 
plied for it. The same ought he to say to him- 
self. It is his duty to subdue his ill tempers, 
and his moroseness : and if he experience that 
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his own strength is not sufficient for this pur- 
pose, he ought to apply, in a due manner, to 
him who has promised to be our support. 

There are, indeed, occasions, when, not only 
they who are naturally passionate, but even 
they who are .meek, experience violent conflicts 
within themselves, and are powerfully urged to 
anger and wrath. For, it sometimes happens, 
that the innocent are unjustly accused, that the 
most scurrilous abuse is heaped upon them, and 
that they are persecuted, and almost trodden 
under foot. It frequently happens, likewise, 
that they, who pretend to no extraordinary de- 
gree of sanctity, experience that evil is re- 
turned for good, that contradictions and affronts 
are given, when not merited, and that calum- 
nies and slanders are invented, when no cause 
is given. It frequently happens that, from one 
cause or another, something occurs which is 
calculated to rouse the feelings of the meek, as 
well as of the passionate. But, even on these 
occasions, the passion of anger can never be 
indulged without crime. Patience and forbear- 
ance are the only weapons, which a Christian 
ought to employ ; and they are the only wea- 
pons, which will effectually defend his cause. 

The world, indeed, will not subscribe to this 
doctrine. But, the world is not our rule, nor 
are its laws our laws. As Christians, we are 
the followers of Christ: he alone is our rule: 
his word alone is our law. He experienced 
more evil treatment, during his mortal life, than 
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we shall do. He was pursued by his enemies 
with the utmost rancour. He was abused, and 
vilified, and calumniated. He was struck on 
the face, and spit upon, and scourged, and 
mocked, and crowned with thorns, and nailed 
to the cross. He died in the midst of reproaches, 
humiliations, and contempt. All these things 
he endured, and he endured them cheerfully. 
He was led to the slaughter like a lamb , not open- 
ing his mouth : when he was reviled , he did not 
revile: when he suffered, he threatened not; but 
delivered himself up to him that judged him un- 
justly. This is the example which we are to 
follow : these are the footsteps in which we are 
to walk. He was meek under provocations and 
insults; it is our duty to be the same. He was 
meek under injuries and calumnies ; it is our 
duty to be the same. He was meek under per- 
secutions and tortures; it is our duty to be the 
same. He did not return abuse for abuse, in 
jury for injury. He did not seek revenge, nor 
did he endeavour to console his wounded feel- 
ings by. indulging the spirit of animosity and 

hatred. We must follow his example. It is 

to no purpose to plead the weakness of human 
nature, or the violence of temper. To be meek 
and humble of heart, and to walk in the foot- 
steps of our suffering Jesus, is a duty imposed 
on every one, and in every circumstance of life: 
and no occurrence, no authority, can justify the 
infringement of it. 

The observance of this precept, I acknow- 
ledge, will at times be very repugnant to the 
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feelings of flesh and blood; particularly on 
those occasions, when provocations of the most 
irritating nature are given, and seem to demand 
our indignation. But what is impossible to 
/man, is possible to God. His grace is suffici- 
ent to enable us to do all things. I certainly 
must allow that the man, who has been long 
habituated to the violence of passion, cannot, 
without an extraordinary grace, become meek 
•on a sudden, and endure insults and provoca- 
tions without anger. But by degrees, assisted 
only with ordinary grace, the most passionate 
may become meek, — the most ill-tempered may 
become mild ; and meek and mild in such a 
manner, as to be worthy to be called the faith- 
ful followers of the meek and humble Jesus. 
This change has been wrought in the mind of 
man, and has been wrought sometimes in the 
minds of those who have not attained the age 
of maturity. It was the grace of God that 
worked this change in them, and the same 
grace is ready to work tire same change in you. 

It is proper, however, to remark, that the 

men, in whom this change was wrought, were 
•exemplary for their piety ; their hearts were 
inflamed with the love of God; and their great, 
their only solicitude, was to atone for their past 
offences, and to sanctify their souls. These 
were their dispositions, and these were suffici- 
ent to wean their minds from terrestrial things, 
and to attach them to those only which are 
eternal. Were your dispositions to piety the 
■same as theirs, the grace of God would soon 
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cause meekness and mildness to become habi- 
tual to you. Sin alone would destroy your 
peace of mind, and the anger of God would 
alone distress your feelings. 

Endeavour, therefore, to correct your failings. 
Take off your affections from the things of this 
world. Be submissive to the will of God, under 
all the afflictions he may be pleased to send 
you. Consider not this land of exile as the 
place of your happiness. Reflect that it is 
through many tribulations that you are to be 
saved ; that the kingdom of heaven suffereth vio- 
lence, and that the violent only hear it away. 
(Matt, xi.) Seek, therefore, peace with God, 
and you will soon enjoy peace with all men. 
Be truly devout, and you will soon become tru- 
ly meek. Remember, likewise, that you will 
be well rewarded for your labours, even in this 
world. For, inasmuch as passion and ill-tem- 
per contribute to uneasiness and misery, go 
much will meekness and mildness contribute to 
peace and serenity of mind. But the greatest 
encouragement of all is, that a crown of glory 
will be prepared for you hereafter : blessed are 
the meek, for they shall possess the land. (Matt, 
viii.) Be earnest, therefore, in your endea- 

vours, and all will be well with you. Instil into 
your minds the spirit of piety and devotion, and 
the conquest of your passions will be a work of 
ease. Persevere to the end, and all that is va- 
luable, both in this world and the next, will be 
vour inheritance. < 
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ON THE JOYS WHICH AWAIT THE SORROWFUL IN 
ANOTHER WORLD. 



You now, indeed, have sorrow: but I will see you again , and 
your heart shall rejoice ; and your joy no man shall take from 
you John xvi. 22. 



These, my brethren, 
are the consoling words, which our Lord ad- 
dressed to his apostles, the night before his 
Passion. The time was come, when the shep- 
herd was to be struck, and the sheep dispersed. 
The time was at hand, when they were to be- 
hold their Divine Master in the hands of his 
enemies, treated as a seducer and malefactor, 
and condemned to the death of the cross. The 
time was at hand, when they were to endure 
Sorrow, exceeding any that they had hitherto 
experienced : — when they were to be left desti- 
tute and desolate: — when all their cheering 
prospects were to be veiled under the deepest 
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cloud : — and when the strongest faith, even the 
faith of Peter, would be inadequate to maintain 
its ground. On the approach of this accumula- 
tion of evils, their Lord, in order to prepare 
them for the conflict, held out to them the com- 
fortable assurance, that their sorrow should be 
but for a time ; that joy should succeed ; that 
that joy should be great; and that the malice of 
men should never be able to wrest it from them. 
I will see you again, he said, and your heart shall 
rejoice , and your joy no man shall take from you. 

We, my brethren, frequently stand in need 
of the same consoling assurance. Did the 
things of this world always go on according to 
our wishes ; — were we always in the midst of 
prosperity; — were we always secure from the 
malice of enemies, and the tongues of malevo- 
lence; — and did we always enjoy the sweets of 
piety, and the interior delights of the presence 
of our Lord and Master, then we should always 
rejoice : — then we should serve the Lord with-; 
out difficulty, and we should feelingly say, that 
his yoke was sweet, and his burthen light. But 
this is not the case. He frequently withdraws 
himself, as it were, from us : — he causes afflict 
tions, and losses, and pains, to come upon us ; 
and he permits our hearts to be filled with sor- 
row. On these occasions it is, that we stand in 
need of consolation. And what greater conso- 
lation can we have, than the assurance that 
these trials will be only for a time ; — that Jesus 
will come, and see us again ;— and that, if we 
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submit with patience to the will of God, the 
time will come when our hearts shall rejoice, 

and our joy no man shall take from us. Let 

us, then, apply this sentence to ourselves in the 
various occurrences of life. It will contribute 
to cheer the gloomy paths of our pilgrimage, 
and encourage us to meet, and overcome, the 
obstacles which oppose our progress towards 
the abodes of happiness, which have been pre- 
pared for us by our suffering Jesus. Give your 
attention to a few reflections on this subject. 
They will be applicable to every one of you : 
for sorrows and trials are the universal portion 
of all. 

The life of man is a warfare upon earth. 
During the whole of his course through the 
desert of this world, it is appointed that he 
should meet with trials and crosses of one kind 
or another. It is the will of God that it should 
be so. He knows what is most beneficial for 
us; and, with the tenderness of a loving parent, 
he consults our good in all his dispensations. 
Knowing that the weakness of human na- 
ture would shrink under sufferings were it not 
supported by his grace, and animated to pati- 
ent endurance by example, he has placed be- 
fore our eyes a model of suffering and of pati- 
ence, in the person of his own beloved Son. 
Him he chastised. Him he exposed to the se- 
verest trials ; and him he delivered up into the 
hands of his enemies to suffer the most excru- 
ciating tortures, and to die the most disgraceful 
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death of the cross. In the whole of our Savi- 
our’s life, there are not to be seen any of those 
comforts, any of that tranquil retirement, and 
social happiness, in which, according to the 
world, the enjoyment of life consists. During 
his infancy, he endured the inconveniences and 
privations attendant on persecution. During his 
youth, and manhood, he gained his bread by 
the sweat of his brow, and endured the hard- 
ships of poverty. At his entrance on his divine 
mission, he subjected himself to the rigours of 
a protracted fast : and, during the course of 
his ministry, he not only laboured in preaching 
and instructing during the day, and submitted 
to the painful sensations of hunger, thirst, and 
fatigue, but, during the night, he frequently 
Iiad not a place whereon to lay his head. His 
whole life was a life of suffering and privation : 
and he suffered, leaving us an example, that we 
should walk in his footsteps. 

This is the model, my brethren, which the 
goodness of God has been pleased to place be- 
fore our eyes, for our encouragement to patient 
endurance under the crosses and afflictions of 
this life. And, who is there amongst us, that 
can contemplate such a model with attention, 
and at the same time murmur at the dispensa- 
tions of Providence in his regard? ' Ought man 
to complain under defamations and scandals, 
from whatever quarter they may come, when he 
sees his Lord and Master treated as a seducer 
and hypocrite, even by the very creatures whom 
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he came from heaven to redeem and save? 
Ought man to complain under pains and suffer- 
ings, when he sees his Saviour enduring in si- 
lence the tortures of the cross ? Ought man to 
lament under crosses and contradictions, when 
lie beholds the Son of God bleeding, and dying 

for his sake, without opening his month? 

No, my brethren, let us look up to our Jesus, 
and in all the various occurrences of life, let ns 
consider that it is he who ordains that such or 
such things should befal us ; and let us submit 
ourselves cheerfully to his holy will. 

Had it been that we were sent into this world, 
for no other purpose than to seek and find 
enjoyment in it, then the obstacles to our 
obtaining that enjoyment, would be serious and 
sufficient causes for grief, and reason would al- 
low us to deplore our unhappy lot. But this 

is not our place of rest. There is a better 
world prepared for us ; and it is by patient en- 
durance in suffering that we are to possess our 
souls here, and to save them hereafter. 

This is the ordinance of God, and it is good. 
For, were it in the power of man to avoid suf- 
fering altogether, — to repress the stings of 
anxiety, uneasiness, and remorse ; — to banish 
from his mind the distressing thoughts usually 
occasioned by the loss of friends, by disap- 
pointments and vexations ; — to be entirely ex- 
empt from pains of body, or the infirmities of 
human nature; who is there amongst us that 
would not embrace that happy state? And yet. 
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were we to embrace it, how would it be possible 
to save our souls? Should we ever think of 
God in the manner that we ought ? Should we 
be able to fix our affections solely, and wholly 
on him, when we enjoyed every thing here, that 
our hearts could desire ? Should we be able to 
offer violence to ourselves, and, by renouncing 
present ease, prove ourselves deserving of eter- 
nal rest hereafter? No: we should sit down 
contented in this place of exile. We should 
seldom think of another world. We should say, 
it was good for us to be here. We should love 
this world alone : and when our last hour ar- 
rived, we should find that we had done nothing 
for heaven, and consequently, that, since the 
inscrutable justice of God cannot give a reward 
where no merit is due, the mansions of bliss 
would not be our inheritance. And would this 
be a desirable lot ? Truly, we have no rea- 

son to lament that the paths of life are strewed 
with thorns. Our Lord knows what is best for 
us ; and it is for the most beneficent purposes 
that he sends us sufferings. Blessed are they 
that mourn, for they shall be comforted . Our sor- 
rows will not be of long continuance. Our Lord 
will come and see us again: and then our hearts 
shall rejoice , and our joy no man shall take from 
us. 

These, my brethren, are the consolations 
which the religion of Jesus imparts to the true 
Christian in the midst of suffering. Happy 
would it be, were we all to weigh them well in 
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our mind, and to profit by them, in the manner 
intended by our heavenly Father. But, alas ! 
how frequently do we witness, even in Christie 
ans who lead regular lives, symptoms of a de- 
sponding spirit, when the hour of trial comes 
upon them! How many, for example, are 
there, who are fervent and devout, when their 
hearts are warmed, and the interior sweets of 
devotion are imparted to them ; but, when the 
Lord is pleased to withdraw himself for a time, 
offer no violence to themselves, soon become 
tepid and indolent, begin to neglect their usual 
exercises of devotion, and after a while, fall 
back into their former ways of sin. Of these it 
may be truly said, that the enjoyments of piety 
in this world, and not the fulfilment of the wilt 
of God, were their chief attractions in the ways 
of virtue.— How many are there, who pray as 
long and as often as they find prayer agreeable 
to their sensual feelings ; but who, as soon as 
they find that distractions crowd in upon them, 
and that their attention is hurried away, and 
consequently the pleasure of prayer removed, 
instead of persevering, as they ought to do, 
immediately desist, under the idea that such 
prayer will not profit them. Of these it may 
be said, that they seem to think that the Al- 
mighty is unmindful of the infirmities of human 
nature, and that he will not attend to the de- 
sires of the heart, unless the mind is abso- 
lutely absorpt in him. Whereas, distractions 
of this kind are frequently permitted by him 
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for the exercise of our humility, and for our ad- 
vancement in virtue, — —How many are there, 
who, when visited with afflictions, instead of 
turning to God, and seeking consolation in 
him, pretend that their minds are so discom- 
posed that they cannot pray : and thus deprive 
themselves of the fruits which the patient en- 
durance of tribulations, which they could not 
avoid, would have purchased for them,—— - How 
many are there, who, when subjected to losses, 
instead of saying with holy Job, the Lord has 
given , and the Lord has taken away, blessed be the 
name of the Lord, (Job i.) give themselves up to 
despondency, torture themselves with anguish 
and anxiety, and too frequently run into exr 
cesses, in order to drown their cares, Whereas 
patience, and submission to the will of heaven, 
would have removed the load of their sorrows, 
and purchased for them a never-failing treasure 

in heaven. How many are there, who, when 

afflicted with pains of body, or decay of health, 
repine under their cross : and instead of mak- 
ing a merit of their sufferings, pretend that they 
cannot pray, nor think of any thing serious: 
and thus suffer without merit, and without re- 
ward. How many are there, who, when 

frowned upon by the world, and reduced to 
poverty and distress, turn their backs on their 
only comforter, the God of all consolation : and, 
instead of seeking redress where alone it can be 
found, and preparing themselves for happiness 
in another world, give themselves up to despop-r 
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dency : and, under pretence that they cannot 
appear with their usual decency of dress in the 
place of worship, renounce the altar of God, 
neglect the sacraments, profane the Sundays, 
violate the commands of God and the Church, 
and, in a literal sense, become castaways. 

Many there are of all these descriptions : and 
With what propriety may not the following ex- 
postulations be addressed to them! You say 
that, in the midst of your distresses, you can- 
not raise your hearts to God : that your spirits 
are so overpowered, and your minds so much 
perplexed attd harassed, that you cannot com- 
pose yourselves to prayer. But, were means 
offered of extricating yourselves from these 
troubles, would you not immediately cheer up, 
and embrace them with alacrity and: ardour? 
Were compensations superior to your losses 
proffered to you, Would you not soon forget 
your present sorrows, and be as cheerful and 
happy, as if nothing had happened t Now re- 
ligion is intended to procure for you these bles- 
sings. Religion informs you, that nothing has 
befallen you, but what was permitted and or- 
dained by an all-wise God to befal you, for the 
best of purposes,— even for the purpose of pro- 
viding for you blessings for all eternity. Reli- 
gion informs you, that it matters little what 
your state is in this mortal life, provided you 
are found worthy to enjoy God eternally in the 
world to come. Religion informs you, that a 
Christian can suffer no real loss, but the loss 
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of God and of his soul; — that he can have no 
sufficient cause for grief or sorrow, but the 
consciousness of his having incurred the guilt 
of sin, whereby he has rendered himself liable 
to the sentence of an eternal separation from 
God, and all that is good. Religion informs 
you, that, by turning to God, and submitting 
yourselves unreservedly to the ordinances of his 
holy will, you will experience consolations infi- 
nitely greater than any that you could enjoy 
from those temporal things, of which you are 

deprived. These, my brethren, are consoling 

remedies for the afflicted mind ; and how seldom 
is it that the suffering Christian applies them 
to his soul! 

To those, who are cast down, and dishearten- 
ed when in the midst of pains and sufferings, 
and who, instead of raising up their hearts to 
God, give themselves up to despondency, we 
may say : “ Why are ye sad and sorrowful? 
Religion teaches you that sufferings, patiently 
endured, will purchase for you an eternal 
weight of glory. Religion informs ■ you, that 
the Christian must suffer in this world, in 
order to be entitled to happiness in the next ; 
if we suffer with Christ , we shall reign with 
him. (1 Pet. ii.) Religion teaches you, that 
by every sin you have committed, you have 
rendered yourselves deserving of the most 
excruciating tortures in the next world. Re- 
ligion teaches you, that you cannot suffer 
more than you deserve, and that God has a 
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right to inflict upon you sufferings a hundred- 
fold greater than those you now endure. Reli- 
gion informs you, that afflictions are blessings, 
when endured with patience, because they will 
be sanctified by the blood of Jesus, and received 
by God as a commutation for those eternal tor- 
ments, which you have deserved. Religion, 
and the experience of multitudes, inform you, 
that it is easier, though not so consonant to the 
feelings of human nature, to endure pains with 
patience than with impatience, and that it is 
infinitely more agreeable. For, by the one a 
soothing balm is diffused over the mind, where- 
as, by the other an encrease of irritation is pro- 
duced : — the one cheers the mind with the 
hope of an eternal reward, the other removes 
every cheering prospect from the sight : — the 
One strengthens the soul, and encourages her 
to the practice of other virtues, the other para- 
lyzes her powers, and renders her incapable of 
every exertion. — Religion holds out before you 
the example of your suffering Jesus, and as- 
sures you, that he humbled himself to the death 
of the cross, for no other purpose than that you, 
by suffering with him, might be exalted by him 
to the summit of happiness at the right hand of 
his Father. 

These, my brethren, are considerations, which 
religion proposes to you in the midst of afflicti- 
on ; and were you to give them that serious 
thought, which their importance demands, they 
would contribute materially to alleviate the 
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weight of every cross which is laid upon your 
shoulders. 

To those who, being in a state Of poverty, 
say that their spirits are so depressed by what 
they have to endure, that they have neither cou* 
rage nor resolution to set about any thing seri- 1 
ous, and that they are ashamed to enter a place 
of worship, lest they should be ridiculed and 
despised, I would say : “ To you religion is of 
the utmost importance. Religion teaches you, 
that it is better to make a good use of poverty, 
and to profit by 'it, than to make it subservient 
to your eternal condemnation. Religion teaches 
you that, if the world frown upon you, it be- 
hoveth you to turn to God, who will be always 
ready to receive you. Religion invites you to 
take off your affections from a world, which 
imparts to you few or none of its pleasures, and 
to place your whole delight in preparing your- 
selves for that eternal happiness, which God 
has prepared for his faithful servants in the 
other world. Religion teaches you, that it 
matters little what men may think of your out- 
ward appearance, provided you are but clothed 
with the robe of holiness and justice : and that, 
if you are despised, it will only be by wicked 
men ; for the just are well assured, that if they 
despise the poor, they despise Christ himself. 
Religion holds out before them the poverty of 
their Lord and Master, and assures them, that, 
instead of its being a disgrace or a dishonour 
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to resemble him, it is their merit and their 
crown.” 

Come then, my brethren, whatever your af- 
flictions, whatever your distresses may be, run 
to your God. He will be your comforter. He 
will be your refuge. Hush every murmur. 
Repress every sigh. Dry up every tear. Look 
up to heaven, and behold the crowns of never- 
fading glory, which are prepared for the af- 
flicted and patient followers of the suffering 
Jesus. Be convinced that it is expedient for 
you, that you should have sorrow here below. 
The time of trial will soon be over, and then you 
shall rejoice , and your joy no man shall take from 
you. Stand firm, and be in all things perfect. 
Persevere to the end : and these your momen- 
tary sufferings shall be crowned with an ever- 
lasting weight of glory in the bosom of the 
Divinity. 
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ON WATCHFULNESS OVER THE TONGUE. 



Let every man be swift to hear: but slow to speak, and slow 
to anger James i. 19. 

A salutary admoniti- 
on, my brethren, is contained in these few 
words of my text, and they are applicable to 
almost every individual amongst us. Our de- 
praved nature is such, that, unless we are ani- 
mated with the true spirit of piety, and are ac- 
quainted with that sincere Christian humility, 
which seeks that, which alone is our due, name- 
ly, contempt and degradation, we are ever seek- 
ing ourselves, and look upon our own judgment 
and discrimination as perfectly sufficient for our 
guidance in the different opinions we may form 
of the rectitude, either of our own actions, or of 
the actions of others. Hence it too frequently 
happens, that we follow in practice the very re- 
verse of the admonition contained in the words 
VOL. i. 3 H 
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of my text ; — that we are slow to hear what 
others have to say in their own vindication, and 
swift to speak our own sentiments concerning 
their outward demeanour ; and likewise, that 
we are swift to anger, when others, perhaps 
of sounder judgment, or more charitable dis- 
positions, refuse to credit our declarations. 
This is no uncommon thing. We all witness 
it from time to time : and perhaps it may be 
allowable to say, that there are very few, if any, 
amongst us, but who have transgressed in this 
respect many times. 

It is a question of considerable importance, 
to enquire into the causes of this opposition to 
the precepts of the gospel. We all admire the 
man who is open to conviction ; who does not 
obstinately adhere to his own opinion, in spite 
of superior arguments to the contrary who is 
swift to hear what others have to say in defence 
of their cause ; — who is slow to speak, when 
evidence is not on his side ; — and who is slow 
to anger, when his opinions and his judgment 
are not admitted as correct by others. Why 
then do we not walk in the same footsteps ? The 
reasons are, in the first place, that by giving 
implicit credit to our own judgment, we imagine 
that we see things in a dearer light than they are 
seen in by others. The second reason is, that 
we are apt to give an unrestrained liberty to the 
tongue ; — an evil, too frequently attended with 
the most serious consequences. Some are al- 
ways ready to talk, and to talk about news, 
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scandal, defamation, or any thing which has 
come within the vortex of their knowledge, at 
any time, or to any person. Others, who are not 
so loquacious, keep a certain guard over their 
tongue, and may, on certain occasions, be en- 
trusted with secrets; but who, nevertheless, 
break out from time to time, particularly when 
the conduct of a person is canvassed, who has 
injured them, or with whom they are not in 
sentiments of Christian charity. Pride, a cer- 
tain interior pride, is the origin of this conduct 
in all of them. I will suggest to you a few re- 
flections on these points. They will be appli- 
cable, more or less, to every one of you: and I 
beg your most earnest attention to them. 

The Apostle does not impose a positive com- 
mand in the words of my text, because there is 
nothing definite to which it can be applied^ 
They are words of exhortation ; they point out 
means of avoiding many faults, and of attain- 
ing to a state of greater perfection. They are 
words, which have no reference to the vices of 
the tongue, such as swearing, lying, defama- 
tion, calumny, and slander ; but relate solely to 
the flippancy of the tongue, or talkativeness, 
which they caution the Christian to avoid, as 
unbecoming the sanctity of his state. It is not 
said that such a disposition is criminal in it- 
self. A Christian may indulge in conversa- 
tion, and may even engross the principal part 
of it to himself, and yet not incur any the least 
degree of guilt. But, when this is habitually 
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indulged, — when the most unrestrained liberty 
is given to the tongue, and no rule observed, 
except that of speaking every thing that comes 
into the mind, then the consequences fre- 
quently are such as to render the person highly 
criminal in the sight of God. And when this 
is the case, it becomes a duty to lay a restraint 
upon the tongue, and carefully to weigh the 
import of our words before we utter them. 

In some we witness, not so much a spirit of 
talking perpetually, as a certain dogmatising 
way of speaking, by which they seem to expect 
that every one should yield to their opinion, and 
are swift to anger, or feel displeased within 
themselves, when others are not convinced by 
their arguments. These people never think of 
giving up their opinion to the perhaps better 
judgment of others. Their only criterion of 
sound discrimination is the light in which such 
or such a subject appears in their eyes. It 
seems clear to them, and they never once think 
that the same may appear in a different and per- 
haps better light to others. 

This is very often the case. We witness it 
ourselves daily. When a person is open to con- 
viction, a fondness for our own opinion is entire- 
ly innocent. But; when a person is so wedded 
to his own ideas, that he will pay no kind of at- 
tention to the judgment of others, and is offend- 
ed when others will not consent to what he 
conceives to be the right, or the best, then a 
certain degree of criminality is incurred, and 
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the criminality consists in a certain interior 
pride, which causes him to over-rate his own 
abilities, and to undervalue those of others. 

I do not mean to say, that we are to have no 
opinion of our own ; or, that it is the duty of the 
humble Christian to give up his opinion at all 
times to the sentiments of others. This would 
be unworthy a rational being, and would de- 
note rather a mean and despicable character, 
than a pious and enlightened Christian. But I 
speak of the man, who forms his own opinions 
according to his own ideas alone, and when 
those opinions are once formed, will listen to no 
reasonings, to no arguments, which others, of 
known abilities, may bring forward. We are 
all acquainted with people of this description, 
and our usual expression is, when speaking of 
any one of them: “Oh! it is to no purpose 
trying to convince him: — it is impossible to 
turn him.” These are the people of whom I 
speak : and of them it may be said, that they 
are under the influence of a certain interior 
pride, which is directly opposite to the spirit of 
humility. The true Christian is allowed to 
form an opinion on any subject, and may, with 
consistency, adhere to that opinion, until suffi- 
cient arguments are brought forward to con- 
vince him that it was ill-founded. But then, he 
will listen attentively to others. He will weigh 
his arguments candidly. He will be swift to 
hear . Whereas, the other listens only to him- 
self, and defies every power of argument to 
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make the least impression. on his haughty and 
stubborn mind. 

Oh! my brethren, let us guard against this 
spirit of self sufficiency. If we feel within our- 
selves any symptoms of it, let us consider that 
we are not infallible, — that we may be led into 
hasty, and incorrect conclusions, — that others 
have powers of discriminating as well as our- 
selves, — that we may possibly be in the wrong, 
and that they may possibly be in the right. 
Then, with the aid of true humility, we shall 
easily comply with the injunction of the Apos- 
tle, and shall be swift to hear , but slow to speak. 

There are others who transgress against this 
rule of the apostle, in a different way. Their 
fault arises, not from a stubborn inflexibility of 
character, like the former, but from a certain 
lightness and gaiety of disposition, which 
causes them to be always talking, and to be 
seldom disposed to listen for any length of 
time. Their ideas run quick, and their tongues 
run in unison with them. No thought is suf- 
fered to lie concealed in the mind. The tongue 

discloses every thing that passes there. The 

fault of these is not so reprehensible in itself, as 
that of the former ; although it is sometimes 
attended with more serious consequences. These 
are not always obstinate in their opinions. 
When they can he prevailed upon to listen, 
they may easily he convinced of errors in judg- 
ment. They may be led, and sometimes may 
be led too easily. Their pride, whatever it may 
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be, is of a more harmless kind. They do not 
despise the judgment of others, nor do they 
much over-rate their own. They love to hear 
themselves talk, and that is nearly all. Having 
no systematic opinions to uphold, they never 
weigh before-hand what they are to say, nor do 
they pay much attention afterwards to what 
has been said, either by themselves or others. 
Having no malice in their hearts, they consider 
their communications as pleasant and innocent 
conversation, and are gratified in proportion to 
the share which they have had in it. 

Their fault, therefore, is not so very repre- 
hensible, if all was at an end as soon as the 
conversation was concluded. But unfortunately, 
this is too generally not the case. Consequen- 
ces follow from it, which are the causes of seri- 
ous evils. Were all the hearers as open-hearted, 
and as free from guile as these thoughtless 
speakers, every thing would die away, and be 
forgotten. But it often happens, that, amongst 
the hearers, there is one, or more, of a dark 
and suspicious disposition : who listens eagerly 
to every thoughtless word; — who catches up 
every innocent joke that is passed upon an 
absent friend, and stores it up as a sufficient 
cause for future defamation ; — who, from every 
unguarded expression or remark, is ready to 
form conclusions of the most unfavourable kind; 
— and who seizes the first opportunity to pro- 
pagate slander and calumny against those, 
whom the thoughtless speaker never intended 
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to accuse. People of this dark character are 

to be found in almost every company. They 
are generally silent, unless personally address- 
ed, in the midst of these unguarded conversa- 
tions. Their attention is chiefly taken up in 
collecting materials for their future scandals: — 
at least, they never ask for any explanation on 
those points, in order to be assured that there 
is no misunderstanding. Right information is 
what they do not seek. With a heart prone to 
evil, and addicted to evil themselves, they are 
always ready to think evil of others: and the 
least hint that is given of evil in others, they 
immediately form it into something grievous, 
believe it themselves, and propagate it amongst 
their acquaintance, as a fact of undoubted au- 
thority. I myself before now, have witnessed 
conversations of this kind. After a time, I 
have heard evil reports. I have traced these 
reports, and have traced them back to those 
very conversations, to which I myself was wit- 
ness, and in which no accusation whatever was 
intended, no scandal supposed to have been 
given. All was open-heartedness and good 
will, and nothing reprehensible but the want of 
a r 8ufficient guard over the tongue, and an ill 
placed reliance on the piety of all their hearers, 
supposing that they were all animated with the 
same universal good will, as they were them- 
selves. This is what I myself have witnessed. 
Others have, or may have witnessed the same. 
Perhaps it will not be too much to say, that a 
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considerable portion of the scandals which are 
propagated, particularly in regard to persons 
of probity and good character, arise from this 
source. 

This is one of the consequences flowing from 
the unrestrained liberty of the tongue. It is a 
serious one, and the evils caused by it are fre- 
quently incalculable, and irremediable. The 
unintentional author, we allow, is not respon- 
sible for the whole : but it ought to operate as a 
warning, and give a check to that restless 
member — the tongue. It ought to cause every 
person to be very cautious what he says before 
people whom he knows little about, and before 
people whose good dispositions are not well 
known to him : — and it ought to induce him to 
weigh well the import of every word, or sen- 
tence, or anecdote, before he suffers it to escape 
from his lips. A caution of this kind can alone 
secure him from being the thoughtless, or unin- 
tentional cause of serious evils. 

In addition to this, there are other effects 
arising from the unrestrained liberty of the 
tongue, when none were intended. Where there 
is much talking, there will be but little reflec- 
tion. In fact, reflection will decrease in pro- 
portion to the volubility which is allowed to the 
tongue. Now, where reflection is less, there is 
the greater danger of stepping beyond the 
boundaries of discretion. And where the dan- 
ger is greater, and no care taken to avoid it, 
what is to be expected but that discretion will 
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be injured, and many things said, which ought 
never tp hare escaped the lips ? Yes : this is 
too generally the case. In many words there 
are many things reprehensible. A talkative 
person too frequently divulges secrets, without 
once thinking of the consequences. A talkative 
person is apt to speak at random, without being 
assured of the truth of what he says. A talka- 
tive person is apt to give his opinion of persons 
or things, at first thought, and consequently 
without judgment, whereby he is liable to ad- 
vance opinions, which are incorrect, or injuri- 
ous to others. A talkative person is in conti- 
nual danger of making remarks which will not 
be relished by some one or other of the com- 
<pany, and which, if resented, may give rise to 
altercations, quarrels, dissensions, animosities, 
and a long train of most serious evils, particu- 
larly if these remarks are mentioned afterwards 

to those who were not present at the time. 

In a word, a talkative person is considered, 
even by the world, as' a person not fit to be en- 
trusted with secrets of importance, nor worthy 
to be ranked in the number of confidential 
friends; and when it is known, that the person 
is a stranger to the spirit of religion, the talka- 
tive person is considered by the world as a dan- 
gerous person, with whom the less connexion 
the better. I do not speak of the person who 
indulges in all the vices of the tongue, slander, 
calumny, &c. but merely the talkative person, 
who speaks every thing that comes into his 
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mind, and who has no discretion in his conver- 
sation. 

These, my brethren, are evils arising from 
the unrestrained liberty of the tongne. Although 
no positive guilt can be attached to this <nr 
that sentence, or remark, taken individually, 
yet the whole conversation of a talkative per- 
son, taken collectively, is calculated.to produce,' 
and oftentimes do.es produce all, or some of 
these evils. 

Let it be your endeavour, therefore, to curb 
the tongue, and to keep it within due subjec- 
tion. It is a restless member , and will not be 
Subdued but with great pains, and many strug- 
gles. But be not discouraged. Labour strenu- 
ously, as for a greater good : and, in time, the 

reward of victory will be your portion. Do 

not consider it as a business of trifling impor- 
tance. It leads to the summit of perfection. 
He that offendeth not in words, says St. James, 
the same is a perfect man. (James iii.) Do not 
consider it as a business beneath your atten- 
tion. It is a work of wisdom to restrain the 
tongue: and it is a proof of wisdom to know 
when to be silent. The lips of the unwise , says 
Ecclesiasticus, (c. xxi.) will be telling foohsth 
things ; but the words of the wise shall be weighed 
in a balance. The heart of fools is in their mouth: 
and the mouth of wise men is in their heart. He 
that setteth bounds to his mouth, says the Wise 
Man, is knowing and wise : and the man of under- 
standing is of a precious spirit. Even a fool, if 
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he will hold his peace , shall he accounted wise , and 
if he close his lips , a man of understanding. 
(Prov. xvii. 27, 28.) What can be more expres- 
sive than these sentences? They were dictated 
by the spirit of understanding, and consequent- 
ly, Uiey are worthy of your most serious atten- 
tion.—! — 'Set about this work, therefore, with 
earnestness. Seek after true wisdom, where it 
is to be found. Be assured that, where there 
is much babbling, there is little wisdom : and, 
for the honour of your character, endeavour to 
avoid it. We all wish to be accounted persons 
of : understanding, and to be far exalted above 
the rank of fools. Labour, then, to restrain 
that flippancy of the tongue, which, more than 
any thing else, denotes a near alliance with 

folly. 1 do not wish you to understand that 

the silent man is always a wise man. This 
would be contrary to the known character of 
human nature; for there are many, of weak 
abilities, and little piety, who are naturally in- 
clined to silence ; and there are others, who are 
silent through bashfulness, or a reservedness of 
temper ; and others, who make it their object to 
listen in silence, in order to obtain materials for 

scandal and defamation. Nor do I wish to 

throw a damp on the cheerfulness of innocent 
conversation, by advising you to meet together 
like mutes, and to spend your hours of relaxa- 
tion in dumb silence. No, there is a time to 
speak, and a time not to speak : and, to know 
the proper time for each of these, may be pro- 
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perly called the summit of wisdom. This is 
what I recommend to you, as a business worthy 
of your attention. 

Apply your minds, therefore, to it seriously. 
Reject that false and foolish notion, which is 
entertained by many, of always speaking your 
mind, without regard to consequences. Follow 
the dictates of the spirit of God. Govern your 
tongue. It is indeed a small member, as the 
same St. James says, (c. iii.) but by governing 
it, you acquire means of governing the whole 
body. Be, therefore, swift to hear, but slow to 
speak , and slow to anger. You will thus be ad- 
vancing towards perfection, and you will be 
preparing yourselves for a participation of the 
rewards, which are reserved for the perfect in 
the bosom of the Divinity. 
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